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COVENANT’S FIRST
SUMMER INSTITUTE
by Marie Bowen
This summer, Covenant College hosted its first ever Summer Institute from July 22-27.
The campus welcomed sixteen
high school students from
across the country to earn college credit and experience life
as a Covenant student.
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DENIAL OF WOMEN ON THE BOARD
SPARKS CONVERSATION
by Katie Smith

Covenant College embarks on
another year without women
on the Board of Trustees after
the Presbyterian Church in
America’s General Assembly
held discussions about leadership in the church.
On June 13, 2018, the Overtures Committee of the PCA
voted down Overtures 13 and
26.
From the Nashville Presbytery, Overture 13 recommended that women in par-

ticular should be allowed on
the boards of agencies established by the PCA, i.e. Covenant College, Ridge Haven,
Covenant Theological Seminary, etc.
Similarly, from the Tennessee
Valley Presbytery, Overture
26 sought to open up a minority of seats on the Board
of Trustees at Covenant College to non-ordained church
members.
ByFaith Magazine outlines the
reasoning behind the General
Assembly’s decision against
Overtures 13 and 26. It states,

MAKING MANIFEST GOD’S
WISDOM THROUGH OUR DIVERSITY
by Davy Codington

Over the course of last year, a
number of students and faculty engaged with speakers
in events and meetings across
campus concerning race, culture, and ethnicity. On April
4th, 2018, Covenant invited
Dr. Jiewon Baek, Assistant
Professor of Foreign Language
at Covenant College, to speak
in the “Reformed for What?”
faculty lecture series. In her
customarily reserved yet arresting manner, Baek stood
at the podium, took a deep
breath, and began to stir up
questions surrounding a new
topic: identity.
Dr. Baek was born in Seoul,
South Korea, and grew up in
Virginia and Minneapolis.
Though America is her home,

she’s “spent most of [her]
life immersing herself in all
things French.”
“When in France, I manage to
pass as American until people
see my face and call me Chinese,” says Baek. “The only
country that I can step foot
in as a national is the country where I feel most foreign:
South Korea.” She feels most
at home in France, but only
has a foreign passport and has
not acquired French citizenship.
When asked, “Where are you
from?” Dr. Baek, like so many
who share such multiracial,
multiethnic upbringings, does
not always know how to give a
short answer.
At a recent event discussing the 1915-1917 Armenian

“A previous general assembly
has answered a similar overture on the following grounds,
‘for women to participate
on General Assembly committees and agencies would
allow them to exercise ruling authority in the Church,
in violation of I Tim. 2:11ff.
(M17GA, p. 176).’”
The effect of the Assembly’s
decision impacts Covenant’s
students, faculty, administration, and even alumni.
Prior to the General Assembly
meeting held in June, a group

of 2018 Covenant graduates
considered writing a letter
to the board informing them
they would be withholding
donations to the school until
women were allowed on the
board.
However, once the meeting
took place, it was clear that
Covenant College was not at
fault for this decision. In fact,
the College’s administration
has expressed full support of
the effort to include women
on its board.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Dr. Heath Garris’s course focused on The Language of
Nature while Dr. Nola Hecker’s explored The Nature of
Language. Participants received one hour of college
credit upon completion of
one of these courses. Garris
and Hecker said the courses complemented each other
well and reflected the uniqueness of human beings as image bearers and their ability to
communicate differently than
the rest of creation.
“Both of these courses together, I think, highlight the
things that are really special
about human language, and
the way we are made and
communicate. It was really
fun,” Hecker said.
A basic day at the Summer Institute began with class in the
morning followed by lunch
in the Great Hall. In the afternoons, students studied
alongside current college students who served as teacher’s
assistants, including John Bae,
Davy Codington, Caroline
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

genocide, she felt this acutely.
To Armenians at the event,
she was an outsider, and those
attending were taken aback by
her unusual background and
experience.
Baek left the event feeling disappointed that those in attendance, likely her brothers and
sisters in Christ, could not see
past her skin. She believes that
the church, the body of Christ,
the very body here at Covenant College, “makes known
the wisdom that unites those
who were formally strangers into one people.... So, the
church has work to do.”
“The bloodline of Christ is the
bloodline through which we
are united,” Baek says. Christ
broke down the dividing wall
of hostility. “Living out this
truth, the church at the cosmic level makes known, now,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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WELCOMING COVENANT’S
NEWEST FACULTY MEMBERS
by Hannah Williams
This fall, Covenant welcomed
two new members to its faculty:
Lindsey Fain, MEd, and Arwen
Matos-Wood, MBA. Though
neither are unfamiliar with our
campus and the work that happens within our community,
this is their first year as full-time
faculty members. With their
combination of extensive experience and diverse backgrounds,
Fain and Matos-Wood are valuable additions to Covenant’s
campus.
Fain’s role as Associate Dean of
the Graduate School of Education is fitting considering she
participated in many of the same
Covenant programs during her
work towards her BA and MEd
degrees. She returns to us from
Dothan, Alabama, where she
served as the Dean of Women and a rhetoric instructor at
Providence Christian School for
six years.
An avid athlete, Fain earned
many awards as a Lady Scot.
Currently, she enjoys CrossFit
as well as supporting her children in their athletic endeavors.

WOMEN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Concerning the matter, President Halvorson expressed disappointment personally and
on behalf of the administration.
“We have been working on this
initiative for some time, and
it’s always hard to see something you’ve worked for be put
to a halt,” he writes through
email correspondence.
Anne Fuller (‘18), a member
of the alumni group ready to
take action in this situation,
made clear that they will not
be withholding money from
or protesting Covenant. Yet,
the group “does want to express concern that it’s something [they] care about.”
Students are also deeply affected by the General Assembly’s
vote since decisions made by
the Covenant Board of Trustees directly affect their lives.
Student Senate acknowledged
this and sent a survey to the
student body to gain an understanding of their thoughts.
Tindol Pate, Student Body
President, indicated that the
survey revealed how deeply
students care about this topic.
She explained that some students feel led to accept and
submit to the General Assembly’s decision. However, most
responses included comments
like, “Covenant College is not
the church” along with the
frustration that the decision’s
reasoning treats it as one.

She and her husband Chris, also
a Covenant graduate, have three
children: John Parker (10), Maggie Kate (7), and Merritt (2).
She is “thrilled to be back at
Covenant, as it allows [her]
the opportunity give back to a
place that was transformational in producing a life-long love
of learning and continues to
compel [her] to implement that
knowledge in constructive and
redeeming ways.”
Professor Matos-Wood, a familiar face to some after spending
last semester as an adjunct, is
ready to join Covenant College
as a full time Assistant Professor
of Marketing. This transition

follows an extensive marketing
career wherein she worked with
various big-name labels such as
Frito-Lay and Bush Brothers &
Company. All you have to do is
stop by her office and look at her
shelves to get a glimpse of the
exciting career she’s had!
Matos-Wood holds a BA from
Pennsylvania’s Thomas Jefferson
University, and an MBA from
the University of North Carolina. She and her husband Joe
have two daughters, Lauren (11)
and Kathryn (14). Although she
has lived in several different cities and states, she and her family
have grown to love Chattanooga.
They’ve become involved with
the Calvary Chapel community
in addition to supporting and
investing in several city projects. A self-made career woman, Matos-Wood achieved great
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Pate explained that all of the
students who completed the
survey want to be faithful
to Scripture; yet, the general consensus is the need for
an answer to the question,
“Why?” as well.
“As a female member of the
PCA, I wanted to submit to
the authority of my church
and their understanding of
Scripture,” Pate said, “but was
also immensely hurt that they
didn’t seem to value my opinion or input.”
Women in the church are particularly affected by the decision, but how does Covenant
College as a whole plan on
moving forward?
According to Pate, students
can look forward to many opportunities to express their
own thoughts on the decision.
She said, “From Student Senate’s perspective, a lot of
things are in the works to
make students heard, specifically in regards to this issue.”
As for the administration,
President
Halvorson
explained there are a number of
changes taking place.
In January, Becky Pennington
will most likely succeed Steve
Kaufmann as Dean of Social
Sciences. This will count towards one of the objectives
in Covenant’s strategic plan
which is, “to appoint at least
two women or people of color to Vice President or Unit
Dean positions by 2020.”
In addition, Halvorson has

appointed two women to the
college’s cabinet, joining existing member, Jen Allen.
These two women are Dr.
Karen Nelson, Director of Institutional Research, and Mrs.
Renee Timmerman, Director
of Human Resources. “Both
of those women have been
regular visitors to cabinet
meetings over the past year
and have demonstrated themselves to be real assets to the
college,” explains Halvorson.
Work is being done to
strengthen the input of women at Covenant through appointment to senior leadership roles, but it is clear from
the opinions of students,
alumni, and administration
that more work is yet to be accomplished.
Pate said, “I hope and pray
that Covenant College will
continue being an institution
that serves its students by
submitting to the authority
of Scripture, not to historical precedent or to fear of
change.”
Students are encouraged not
to give up after this apparent
setback. Halvorson hopes all
parties involved, “will learn
persistence through this situation. Change at the denominational level is not easy, and
is not fast… I hope we’ll soon
see some seats on our board
opened up for non-ordained
persons. I would like for our
board to have access to the
full array of gifts and experiences resident in our denomination.”

success in marketing before
passionately beginning a second
career as a teacher. However, she
sees her family--including their
3 cats and 2 dogs--as her biggest
and most surprising blessing.
These two women have already
achieved a great deal before

joining us, and it will be a delight for students, faculty, and
staff to see how they will help
to grow and challenge the Covenant community. Stop by Fain’s
office in Brock, or Matos-Wood’s
in Mills, linger for a moment to
chat, and see what they’re up to
as they begin their work here.

COVENANT WORKS TO
UPDATE SHOOTING POLICY AND
INCREASE SAFETY ON CAMPUS
by Sarah Dreher
After the Valentine’s Day 2018
massacre in Parkland, Florida,
the national conversation about
gun violence in schools flared
up once again. As tragedies
like this one become more and
more frequent, schools nationwide are forced to answer
the question, “How will we
respond?”
Keith McClearn, the Director of Safety and Security at
Covenant, says, “Hopefully, our
security profile at Covenant
continues to evolve in the right
direction.” So far, it has evolved
by responding in three ways: by
working with other organizations and individuals, by updating facilities, and by increasing
awareness.
The department has been working with the Georgia Emergency Management Agency
(G.E.M.A.) throughout this
year to educate college staff,
faculty, resident directors, and
resident assistants.
At a faculty meeting on April 3,
2018, G.E.M.A. representatives
David Shanks and Tim Reeve
gave a presentation covering
disaster response psychology,
active shooter events, and civilian response which McClearn
described as “an unpleasant but
necessary topic.”
In an interview, McClearn said
while active shooter preparedness is necessary, prayer is the
most powerful weapon against
evil and the fear that evil instills, and he asked the campus
community to “live in prayer
rather than in fear.”
On top of using G.E.M.A.’s
resources, McClearn has also
been in dialogue with the
Director of Campus Safety at
John Brown University, who
recently came to Covenant to
give advice and insights.
J.B.U., an Arkansas college
similar to Covenant in mission
and enrollment size, had an
incident on November 2017 in
which a student was accused of
threatening a mass killing. The
student was arrested on suspicions of criminal acts involving
explosives, and police found
multiple firearms in his campus
dorm room.
Covenant’s Safety and Securi-

ty Department has also been
working with the Chattanooga
Police Department, both on
and off campus. Covenant
alumni within the C.P.D. have
recently begun providing
security at off-campus student
events. The C.P.D. SWAT team
came to campus for the first
time ever on the night of March
21 to conduct training exercises
in front of the Chapel.
In addition to working with
others, McClearn hopes to
further ensure safety on campus
by improving its facilities.
More security cameras have
been installed across campus
and doors capable of going on
lockdown in the event of an
emergency are spread around
campus. Stop the Bleed kits are
also featured in every building
on campus. These kits contain the necessary equipment
to dress a gunshot wound or
other traumatic injury in order
to buy time until ambulances
arrive. McClearn also hopes to
transition to armed guards on
campus 24/7.
Moreover, the Safety and Security Department is working
to increase awareness across
campus. Its website was recently
updated to provide more
resources for students. Two videos on the website explain three
responses in an active shooter
event: run, hide, or fight. A
third video, titled “Evan,” shows
signs that a person who is planning on committing an act of
mass violence may display.
The website also features “See
Something/Say Something”
which allows students and
faculty to send anonymous tips
of suspicious or concerning
behavior. “There’s no delay
with these tips,” said McClearn.
“They go straight to my phone.”
Since school has begun, Safety
and Security has already offered
an active shooter training
seminar that featured footage of
school shootings and instructions on what to do in this kind
of crisis.
As McClearn and his department continue to update security measures against potential
active shooters, students can be
on the lookout for more information on this planned training
in the future.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
the manifold wisdom of God.”
She further admitted that,
“part of living out this truth
has meant deep repentance on
my part. Why was I filled with
such shame and anger when I
was mistaken for my identity? Why, when walking to the
post office one day, a homeless
man looked at me and yelled,
malevolently, ‘Japonais!’ Why
did my heart internally boil
over with rage but also curl up
in shame?”
Baek repents of the pride in
her that refuses to believe

SUMMER INSTITUTE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

McKissick, Juliette Henry and
recent Covenant grad, Ella Sahertian.
“All of the students consistently said [the T.A.s] were
amazing,” said Hecker. “It was
fun to have the students in the
class get exposure to Covenant students like that.”
After dinner, students participated in different evening
events, such as attending a
Lookouts baseball game, having a campfire worship night,
and exploring Rock City.
“I think this is a more complete picture of what we do
here at Covenant,” Dr. Garris
said.
Garris’s summer class primarily focused on studying
animal communication. His
students examined this topic while discussing the implications of their study on
one’s conception of humans as
unique image bearers.
“Each day we were studying
a different aspect of animal
communication,” Garris said.
“They did ultra frequency,

that the “equivocal” Asian-self
God created in her is worth
something. Through encounters with others, Baek’s eyes
have been opened to her own
heart, once hardened towards
accepting God’s creation as
good and complete in His own
eyes.
Baek shares that Abraham’s
decision in the Bible to follow God into a new homeland alienated him from the
childhood homeland in which
he had based his identity. She
quotes verses from Ephesians
2, emphasizing the church
as one new people, Jews and
Gentiles brought together,
aliens and non-aliens. She explained that, like Abraham,
acoustics, they listened to
bird songs and insect sounds
and bat echolocation, which
was fun.”
Many of the students said
that their favorite event of the
week was going to a flooded
cave near Nickajack Lake on
Thursday night. There they
observed bats and examined
the animals’ feeding behavior in their natural habitat.
Both professors canoed with
their students out to the cave,
which serves as a wildlife refuge for the endangered grey
bat. Moreover, the cave is one
of the nine maternity roosts
for the species.
“What’s cool is that the mommies go out and forage at
dusk, so somewhere between
forty and a hundred thousand
bats come out of the cave all at
once,” Garris said.
“It was fascinating,” Hecker
said regarding the event with
a laugh. “You’ve got a lot of
bats darting around you, very
close to you, but it was fascinating what Dr. Garris said
about how they communicate and how they figure out
where you are and don’t run
into you.”

we as a church body are temporary residents, “aliens” in
a land that is not our own.
However, it is not enough to
say this and move on.
Millions of people today face
increasingly complex and varied cultural and ethnic identity struggles. In order to begin
sorting through the tangled
mess of these conflicts, Dr.
Baek suggests reading and listening to what others have to
say about their own cultural
and ethnic standing.
“How can we answer to the
calling that is our very own,
and at the same time be divested of what is our own?”
she asks. “This is the mystery
The students witnessed this
phenomenon and used ultra-frequency detectors to
record the bats’ echolocation
calls. Garris’s students later
analyzed the data they collected in the classroom to examine and discuss bat feeding
behavior.
“My goal for the class was to
learn a lot about animal communication and demonstrate
what we can do at Covenant
in the sciences,” Garris said. “I
would love for these students
to come to Covenant and major in Biology and the environmental sciences.”
Meanwhile, students in Dr.
Hecker’s course focused on
sociolinguistics,
specifically how social factors such as
gender, ethnicity, age, and religion intersect with language.
Additionally, they learned
about the basic structure of
language.
“I was really impressed with
the way the students were able
to do the readings and come
up with some great questions
to ask,” Hecker said. “They
inspired some really cool discussions.”

of God’s wisdom, revealed, yet
still a mystery.”
Ultimately, Baek draws us
back to Ephesians 2:12-13,
19-22, reminding the student
body that we can have surety
in our status as children of the
Kingdom: “But now in Christ
Jesus you who once were far
off have been brought near
by the blood of Christ... you
are no longer strangers and
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God.”
Before praying, Baek concluded: “LORD, let your church
make known your manifold
wisdom.”

One of Hecker’s favorite parts
of the class was conversing
with these high school students on research involving
other high school students
regarding language in adolescence.
“They had really cool ideas
about why adolescence was
important, and they were just
busting out all of the things
you read in literature which
was cool,” Hecker said. At the
end of the week, her students
invented their own languages
utilizing the skills they’d acquired during the course.
“I hope a lot of those students
decide to come to Covenant,”
Hecker said. “They were really fun to work with.”
Covenant’s Summer Institute
also provided the opportunity
for participants to experience
student life alongside Residence Assistants (RAs), Meredith Lee and Dustin Hayes.
“It was a team effort, not only
academically, but with heavy
involvement with the student
life folks,” Dr. Jeff Hall, one
of the program organizers,
explained. “Jon Wylie, Isaiah
Barnfield, a couple of RAs,
and four teaching assistants
helped out, so there were lots

THE VERDICT
YES,
to Moon River Festival.

NO,
to no parking.

of other folks involved. Lots
of relationships were formed
as well, and that was a really
important part of what happened.”
Hall further explained that
students said they developed
deep relationships and expressed how they came home
with “new best friends” after
their experience at Covenant.
The positive feedback is encouraging, and the college
plans to continue developing
this program.
Next year, plans include expanding the Summer Institute
to include two new classes in
addition to the courses offered this past summer. Dr.
Jay Green plans to teach a
course entitled The History
of the Future and Professor
Jeff Morton plans to teach the
course The Art of Place.

CLASSIFIEDS

JOBS AROUND THE MOUNTAIN, FROM HANDSHAKE
Rock Creek Fellowship at
Lula Lake is looking for a
caretaker for children from
babies through age 8, every
Wednesday from 9 - 11
AM. Pay is $12.50/hr. Contact Julia Slagle @423-2558143 if you’re interested.

Cloudland and Menlo
Presbyterian Churches are
looking for an experienced
pianist to play Sunday
services and special events.
Pay negotiable. Contact
Tom Carter @706-8626643 if you’re interested.

The Munson family on
Lookout Mountain is looking for a helper to come by
every morning. Pay starts
at $10 per hour. Call or text
Kandy Munson @423-3131397 for more information.
photo by Marketing and Communications
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THE WAIT IS ALMOST OVER
by Shelby Allen
The NFL preseason has come
to an end as fans, players, and
coaches across the country
prepare for kickoff. The preseason games have failed to
bring the excitement of the
regular season, with starters
only playing one or two quarters per game.
However, fans have been able
to see some exciting new draft
picks, such as Baker Mayfield
and Sam Darnold, warm up
and take their first snaps in
the league as professionals, as
well as some big trades and
retirements that will shape the
coming season.
The Cleveland Browns won
all four preseason games af-

ter losing all sixteen regular season games last season.
The Browns became only the
second team in NFL history to lose an entire sixteen
game season, but some say
that rookie quarterback Baker
Mayfield and Jarvis Landry,
who they acquired from the
Dolphins over the offseason,
are the key to turning the
franchise around in the next
few years.
Mayfield continues to battle
for the starting position with
former Bills quarterback Tyrod Taylor. Taylor currently
holds the starting position,
but if he does not perform
well, fans are ready to see
Mayfield play.
The Jets selected Sam Darnold
out of The University of South

Carolina with the third pick
in the 2017 NFL draft. Darnold was the first rookie quarterback to secure a week one
start after the Jets traded away
Teddy Bridgewater to the New
Orleans Saints. After years
of inconsistency at the position, the Jets believe they have
found a real franchise player.
The Jets ranked in the bottom five teams in the league
in offense and defense in 2017
and are looking for a winning
season for the first time since
2015.
The season kicks off this

Thursday, September 6, as the
defending Super Bowl champion Philadelphia Eagles host
the Atlanta Falcons. The two
met in the divisional round of
the playoffs last year and the
Eagles narrowly escaped with
a win, costing the Falcons a
chance at a Super Bowl rematch with the Patriots.
Philadelphia will once again
rely on their back-up quarterback, Nick Foles, who carried
them to a Super Bowl victory
after Carson Wentz suffered a
torn ACL at the end of a near
perfect regular season in 2017.

The Falcons are led by veteran
quarterback, Matt Ryan, who
recently became the league’s
second highest paid player
($30 million/year) after yet
another 4,000 passing yard
season last year. These two offenses dominated in 2017, so
it seems safe to expect a high
scoring game to kick off the
2018 NFL season.
Look for the Atlanta Falcons
to upset the Eagles on the
road. Final score: Eagles 27,
Falcons 35.

2016 TENNIS
TEAM FORFEIT
by Nate Plating

A little over two years ago,
the Methodist women’s tennis
team gained a trophy for winning the USA South Women’s
Tennis Tournament. However,
it was not an ordinary victory—they had won by forfeit.
The forfeit was a result of
Covenant College’s Sabbath
Policy, further clarified in the
following statement from then
Athletic Director, Kyle Taylor:
“Covenant College has elected
to forfeit the Women’s Tennis
USA South Conference championship match, scheduled for
April 17, 2016. The championship match takes place on
a Sunday, and as an institution owned and operated by
the Presbyterian Church in
America, we observe the Sabbath by not competing in athletic events on Sunday. This
conviction is clearly stated in
our Student Handbook and
is informed by the Bible, the
Westminster Confession of
Faith, and the PCA Book of
Church Order.”
As a policy, Covenant College does not allow its athletic teams to compete on the
Sabbath, and the NCAA accommodates this. Each year,
including 2016, Covenant
files the proper paperwork allowing them to be safe from
athletics scheduled on the
Sabbath; however, individual
conferences, such as the USA
South, are not bound to this
rule. Thus, in 2016, the championship was scheduled for
a Sunday, automatically disqualifying Covenant.
So the championship was forfeited. Covenant issued its
statement, and their women’s
tennis team was commend-

ed for their attitudes following their forfeiture. Students
across campus began discussing the complexity of the
Sabbath policy and the true
biblical intentions behind
the Sabbath. But what did the
players think?
Within a discussion where
everyone held their own view
and everyone was being affected by Covenant’s Sabbath
policy on some level (closed
academic buildings and gym),
those affected by the immediate issue at hand were hardly
given a platform for their personal thoughts. A hardworking group of girls and their
coach had been stripped of
the opportunity to compete
for a conference championship, something they worked
towards for an entire season,
so what did they think about
all of this?
While the tennis team appeared joyful and supportive
of their forfeit immediately
following the event, it was still
a discouraging loss to process.
Although the girls were part
of a team, they possess their
own, wide-ranging thoughts
on the issue.
With regards to the Sabbath
policy, alumna Mackenzie
Jones, who was a sophomore
in 2016 and grew up not playing sports on Sundays, states,
“When the conference tournament became an issue, I didn’t
expect Covenant to compromise their convictions, and
I didn’t want to compromise
mine, either. However, it was
still incredibly tough for our
top six not to compete for
something we all earned.”
Another
alumna,
Annie
DeLuca, also a sophomore on
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the 2016 team, addresses the
inconsistencies with the policy by saying:
“I think the policy is a misinterpretation of the Lord’s Day.
I believe that God gave us the
Sabbath for our own rest. I
think the policy to not have
athletics on Sundays is a good
one because it allows athletes
to spend a day catching up on
schoolwork and resting. However, it is very difficult as a
college athlete to not do any
studying on Sunday after being gone the entire weekend,
and practicing every day of
the week.”
Here, DeLuca expresses that
the Sabbath policy is somewhat contradictory considering athletics are banned on
the Sabbath, but because of
her athletics, she often had to
work on assignments on Sundays to catch up from tennis
commitments.
When asked about their influence on the decision to enforce the Sabbath policy, it became clear that the team had
no say in this decision, with
Jones stating, “We weren’t
asked if we wanted to forfeit
because we girls knew it was a
non-negotiable.”
Prior to leaving for the conference
tournament
that
weekend, Kyle Taylor walked
down to the courts and encouraged the girls that no
matter what happened, they
had worked hard and would
be representing Christ that
weekend. His affirmation re-

vealed that he was aware of
the potential outcome of the
weekend. Jones, however, kept
her hopes up by hanging on to
the chance their potential opponent would allow the match
to be moved to either Saturday night or Monday.
This presents another issue
involved with the decision.
While Covenant was bound
to the Sabbath policy, and the
USA South Conference was
bound to nothing, Covenant’s
championship opponent held
the power to agree to move
the match. However, Methodist decided against this
and instead accepted Covenant’s forfeit and the resulting
championship.
This did not sit well with some
members of the team. Jennie
Spielman, another sophomore
member of the 2016 team
states,
“Accommodations
could have and should have
been made, but they wanted
the win without the effort.”
Thankfully, in 2017, history
did not repeat itself. In fact,
the girls made it to the conference championship that year
and ironically played Methodist on a Saturday. Additionally, a new conference rule
allows adjustments for teams
who won’t play on Sundays.
Jones says, “Last year, the conference made a rule so that if
we, Covenant, made it to the
final, we wouldn’t have to forfeit and could instead play
on a Monday. It’s a privilege
to have been on the team to
kickstart that exception so the

following groups of girls won’t
have to feel what we did.”
The tennis team is just that, a
team. However, they are still a
group of individuals. While as
a whole they may represent a
decision, they are all entitled
to their own opinions. The
2016 USA South Conference
Championship was a difficult time for them—a season’s
worth of work and perseverance interrupted by another
team’s lack of willingness to
accommodate their religious
beliefs.
However, in hindsight, the
forfeit may not have been all
bad. Despite the obvious letdown of their team not being
able to compete for such an
honorable title, Jones tried to
see the best side of the decision, saying, “I got the opportunity to tell family and
friends about our forfeit, using it as a time to proclaim
Covenant’s convictions and
applaud my college as one that
prioritizes Christ and really
does keep Him preeminent in
all things.”
While others may not have
seen it the same way, many,
including the tennis team,
found some good in this decision—a pride in one’s school
and its priority in Christ.
While the policy may have
room for change, it is respectable that the school did not
compromise their values, but
instead showed their commitment to Christian beliefs over
sports, painful as it may have
been.
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BETTER THAN SUNRISE YOGA
COVENANT’S INAUGURAL CELEBRATION OF EARTH DAY
by Haley Keller
In the beginning, God created, and it was good. While
this summation of the first
chapter of Genesis may seem
overly familiar, it’s recently
taken on a new meaning for
Emily McGarvey (‘19). Since
she took Conservation Biology last semester, she’s wrestled with what it looks like
for Christians to celebrate
creation, so when Covenant’s
Campus Stewardship Committee (CSC) brainstormed
event ideas for the new semester, McGarvey suggested
an Earth Day Art Show.
“On the West Coast,” she told
me, “Earth Day celebrations
begin with sunrise yoga.”
I asked, “Kind of like becoming one with the universe or
something?”
“Yeah, exactly.”
She also mentioned the neighbors who once created a monument for trees they were
forced to cut down. As she

and I talked, we wondered
what, if anything, is wrong
with these displays for Earth
Day? We came up with two
things. First, celebrations
such as these emphasize the
creation at the expense of ignoring the one who crafted
the Earth, the heavens, and
mankind. Yet, their efforts
should not be dismissed. The
second issue that was noticed
was a lack of Christian contribution. Where is the Christian
voice in this discussion?
“Secular culture is more concerned about conserving our
resources than Christians
are,” she added — and that’s a
problem. As beings instructed
to “have dominion” over the
earth and to “subdue it” (Genesis 1:28), Christians are in a
unique position to celebrate
Earth Day. Unfortunately, our
voice has been largely silent
regarding a doctrine of creation. Right now, Christians’
voice seems to be hiding.
So, how can we cultivate
plants and share a love of the
natural world without forget-

WE MADE IT

by Emma DiDomenico

Beyonce and her husband Jay
Z rented out the Louvre, the
palace of art. It’s only fitting
that a queen and her king walk
these halls in their latest music video, “Apes**t.” The Louvre is the largest museum in
the world, containing some of
the most famous pieces of art
ever made. The couple made
their own art right in front of
these pieces.
The Carters released the video
on June 16 of this year as the
lead single from their collaborative album,” Everything Is
Love”. The album is co-written and co-produced by Pharrell Williams who assisted
their growth creatively and
personally.
The video is filled with some
of the most lavish paintings
and sculptures that profoundly express Beyonce’s personal
growth in understanding her
role in the world.

Take, for example, “The Coronation of the Emperor Napoleon I and the Crowning
of the Empress Josephine in
Notre-Dame Cathedral on
December 2, 1804.” Napoleon,
who was extremely wealthy
due to the exploitation of
black and indigenous people,
is shown crowning his lavishly
dressed wife, Josephine, who
came from a wealthy white
Creole family, as his Empress.
Beyonce’s ancestors on her
mother’s side are also Creole.
We see her dressed in Burberry, flanked by lines of black
women dressed in nude leggings and bras, dancing and
holding hands demonstrating
their raw strength and power.
Beyonce is placed right in the
middle as if she were the one
being crowned, rather than
Josephine. This image is consistent with her well-established message that cautions
against underestimating a
woman’s power.
The main focus of the video is
obviously the couple and their

ting who gave us these gifts?
How should a Covenant celebration of Earth Day look
different from these West
Coast demonstrations? This
is where the art show comes
in. In Genesis 1, God not only
endowed humankind with the
responsibility of caring for
His handiwork, but He also
created us in His image. CSC’s
art show is an attempt to bring
both of these concepts together.
McGarvey was originally inspired by the pop up art show
orchestrated by Abi Ogle (‘18)
and the art club. The show
caused her to think of different ways student organizations can interact with one
another.
“Christians have a unique
role to value and respect what
God’s created,” she said.

and recycling. Yes, traditional
mediums such as paint, clay,
and paper are accepted, but
the use of repurposed materials is highly encouraged.
Submissions included a crochet wall decoration made
out of recycled plastic bags,
crafted by Anna Rohl (‘18).
After making the piece, Rohl
explained the repetitive motion of crocheting mimicked
a similar absentminded consumerism she recognizes in
American culture today and
even in her own life. Her decision to crochet using plastic bags drew attention to the
actual depth of her consumption, and ultimately reflects
her “anxiety about the impact
[her] purchases make on our
planet.” If you think that’s
cool, you should definitely see
it in person.

In the creation narrative,
God bestows humanity with
the role of stewarding His
creation, but He also infuses
them with His likeness. CSC’s
challenge for Covenant’s artists is to submit pieces simultaneously showcasing their
creative talents while also
reflecting themes of stewardship, conservation, creation,

Becky Bush (‘19) entered a
piece confronting human trafficking and thus reinterprets
our traditional definition of
stewardship. Bush wonders
if we can “really claim to be
faithfully stewarding the rest
of the created world” if we
don’t care for “these beings
who bear God’s image?”

dancers, but there are a few
shots that focus completely on
the art, as well as some that do
not even include the Carters.
One of the most notable is the
“Portrait of a Negress” shown
towards the end of the video.
It profoundly depicts a black
woman that is in a state of
freedom rather than subjugation.

immediately opens this song
by drawing attention to wage
inequality for women.

The most well-known piece
included may be da Vinci’s
Mona Lisa. “Cosmopolitan”
reported that the Carters visited this piece specifically
following the birth of their
first born, Blue Ivy. The pair
are shown standing hand-inhand directly in front of the
portrait many times during
the video, including the first
time we see them and again at
the conclusion.
These shots imply that they
are as elite as the Mona Lisa
itself. Jay Z previously referenced da Vinci, Pablo Picasso,
and other distinguished artists in his song “Picasso Baby”
where he talks about wanting
to freely live a lavish life.
Mrs. Carter uses her platform
as a celebrity to promote feminism. This is made evident
through her shows, such as
the controversial Grammy
performance featuring her
pregnancy while sporting an
Egyptian goddess costume.
Additionally, her lyrics often
show her support of the feminist movement, such as those
found in “Run the World”
and “Flawless.” The lyrics to
“Apes**t” open with Beyonce
saying, “Gimme my check, put
some respeck on my check /
Or pay me in equity, pay me
in equity / Watch me reverse
out a deck.” Continuing with
her support of equality, she

Consistently throughout the
song, she continues to sing “I
can’t believe we made it / This
is what we’re thankful for.”
The estimated $18,000 paid
to rent the Louvre (Zogbi),
the exquisite costumes, and
cinematography shown in this
video are evidence that they
have indeed “made it.”
In fact, only the most successful artists get invited to
perform at the Super Bowl.
Both Beyonce and Jay Z received invitations, however,
according to the “Los Angeles
Times” Jay Z turned down his
invitation in support of Colin Kaepernick’s silent protest
drawing attention to police
brutality.
In just a few lines of verse,
Jay’s rap in “Apes**t” includes
a bash at the Super Bowl. He
explains that they need him,
but he has no need for them
because every night he and his
wife have their own ‘end zone’
while performing in NFL stadiums. He ends it with the
burning question of the whole
song: “Have you ever seen a
crowd going apesh**t?”
The big picture take away of
the lyrics and the video are the
concepts of freedom and success, as well as an appreciation
for arts and culture. The coordinated clothing of Beyonce
and Jay Z, the dancers and the
finesse with which they move,
the magnificent art in the
Louvre, and the architecture
of the building all contribute
to the video’s success.

Her collage includes haunting images of separation, neglect, and suffering. The piece
propels viewers to confront
the issue they may think of
as a distant global reality and
recognize that “it happens in
Chattanooga, Tennessee.”
In the Garden, God gave us
work to do. “We’re meant to
develop [creation],” McGarvey emphasized, “and to create good things out of the resources he’s given us.” Overall,
CSC hopes this art show will
begin a conversation geared
towards defining a doctrine
of Creation. They hope this
doctrine recognizes God as
awe-inspiring Creator and
humanity as His beloved image-bearers.
As Christians, we shouldn’t
shy away from engaging
with and celebrating God’s
creation. In fact, we should
choose to lead the charge. The
inaugural earth day show began the morning of Friday,
April 21, and continued until
the evening of Saturday, April
22.

THE WIND
OF
BURGUNDY
by Armon Butler
My skin shines like crimson
My eyes browned and bold
My hair locked and seasoned
My story had never been told
Her eyes dance as Chameleons
Her smile a beautiful ode
Her laugh is contagious even at
distance
But her story had never been
told
My skin is a Scarlet letter
Oh the sorrow this is to hold
Her skin brings her much
privilege
But yet her story had never
been told
Though black and white mix to
grey
And a piece of paper does
indeed fold
How can we be one as equal
If a story is never told.
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VANS x VAN GOGH
by Henri Lowe
At the end of July, the Van
Gogh Museum in Amsterdam
announced a collaboration
with Vans, arguably one of the
most iconic footwear brands
in the world, taking advantage
of the opportunity to say “Van
Gogh Vans.” The collection,
featuring a small selection
of clothing and sneakers emblazoned with six Van Gogh
works (including a set with
letters written to his brother,
Theo), bore the tagline, “Add
a masterpiece to your collection.”
Art and shoe enthusiasts
alike took the suggestion to
heart: the first batch of collection items sold out on the
Van Gogh Museum website in
fewer than twenty-four hours,
with anxious consumers commenting, “How are they sold
out already?” on the museum’s Instagram posts. The
collection lasted a bit longer
on the Vans website; still, less
than a month after the August 3 launch, the website had
posted that, “Unfortunately,
the Vans x Van Gogh Museum
collection is sold out...”
Though the museum released
a smaller second batch later in

August, the museum has since
posted that most of the items
have once more sold out due
to “overwhelming interest.” It
seems that Vans and the Van
Gogh Museum calculated this
collaboration wisely, particularly with the upsurge in recent interest in exploration of
Van Gogh’s relational life and
artistic evolution.
While Van Gogh met little appreciation during a life that
was rife with inner turmoil,
he is now commonly accepted as, according to the website of the 2017 film “Loving
Vincent,” “The world’s most
famous painter.”
The past ten years, though,
have seen a number of notably creative explorations
into the study of Van Gogh,
which have sought to explore
the details of Vincent’s life
as a brother and an artist.
The lovely, Oscar-nominated
“Loving Vincent,” the world’s
first movie composed entirely of hand-drawn oil painting
animations (modeled after
Van Gogh’s style), focuses on
the circumstances of Vincent’s
death, the way that those close
to Vincent perceived him, and
Vincent’s close relationship
with his brother Theo.

THE RESURGENCE
OF ORSON WELLES
by Aline Sluis

Most have heard of the film
director Orson Welles, or at
least most are familiar with his
celebrated film “Citizen Kane”
(1941). The film, though over
seventy years old, still holds

its own with contemporary
audiences: viewers hang in suspense, hinged on discovering
the significance of Kane’s final
word, “Rosebud.”
Many critics and cinephiles
would agree that Welles peaked

Similarly, the 2017 “Vincent
and Theo: The Van Gogh
Brothers” by Deborah Heiligman, creatively explores Theo
and Vincent’s story through
their proliferation of letters,
and currently claims the title
“#1 bestseller in ‘Teen and
Young Adult Artist Biographies’.”
The Van Gogh Museum’s
Van Gogh collection follows
these other artistic pursuits
by using an unusual medium
to consider Vincent’s artistic
evolution. Diandre Funtes, a
Vans designer, was quoted in
a recent Glamour article as
explaining that, “...we really
tried, from the skull to the
vineyard, to track the trajectory of his growth as an artist
and educate the consumer on
that. That’s what sets this collection apart...”
According to the Van Gogh
Museum videos showcasing the collection, different paintings were selected
for the shoes based on their
meaning in Van Gogh’s life:
a self-portrait demonstrated
Van Gogh as a new kind of
“modern artist,” cherry blossoms commemorated Theo’s
son’s birth, skulls revealed
Van Gogh’s technical innovafar too early in his career with
“Citizen Kane”, and the rest
of his filmography pales in its
long shadow. This fall from
great heights was largely due
to Welles’ prolonged amount
of time spent abroad in Europe. When he returned to the
States, Welles entered into fierce
competition with younger, edgier directors emerging on the
Hollywood scene. The cinema
world had moved on without
him, and he couldn’t quite make
the leap. He went on to direct
twelve more movies before his
death in 1985, but he produced
nothing as formidable as that
first film; that is, perhaps, until
now.
There is a fourteenth film (to
be released, obviously, posthumously). According to an article in “Fortune” magazine, the
reels upon reels of footage sat
shelved in a Paris vault for nearly fifty years until, after a rough,
decades-long slew of legal
battles over finances and rights
to the film, Netflix stepped in
to fund the post-production
project. “The Other Side of the
Wind” (2018) premiered on
August 31 of this year at the
75th Venice International Film
Festival. For those of us in the
States, the film will debut on

tion, and sunflowers revealed
Van Gogh’s rich skill with
color. From the early skulls
to the personal letters to the
late vineyards and sunflowers,
the shoe collection notes and
tracks Van Gogh’s fascinating,
and melancholy progress as
an artist. This mixture—this
robust progression, full of life
and color, musings and sor-

row—resonates in a very human manner. And, all scholarly musings aside, the Vans
x Van Gogh Museum sneakers
are immensely comfortable,
go with everything, and add
instant artsiness to any outfit.

November 2 both on Netflix
and in select theaters across the
country.

Welles struggled with funding
throughout the entirety of the
shoot and never finished the
film. These financial constraints
damned “The Other Side of
the Wind” to cinema limbo
until such questions of rights
and funding were, as of late,
resolved.

Welles started shooting for
“The Other Side of the Wind”
in the ‘70s. From 1972 to 1979,
Welles worked alongside his
third partner Oja Kodar and
actor John Huston to produce a
film considered largely autobiographical. The film follows
a washed-up director struggling through his latest film,
and it contrasts the crumbling
backdrop of old Hollywood
with the new-and-now philosophy of avant-garde directors.
The medium itself reflects this
tension between the old and
the new with a juxtaposition of
black-and-white reels alongside technicolor (evident in
the trailer, which is available to
watch on YouTube).
According to “Vanity Fair”, so
true is the film narrative to
Welles’ own life that, during
the initial planning stages of
the film, Welles saw no need
for a proper script. He knew
the whole story—he knew it
because it was his own. Welles
had it in mind to simply present
his actors with the premise of
a scene and let the dialogue
flow naturally. Unfortunately,

Though the idea of a never-before-seen Welles film is intriguing, all this talk raises serious
questions regarding Welles’ vision for his film. The film being
unfinished, one must consider
whether or not Welles would
even want it released in its current state—such things can turn
the man in his grave. Still, it’s
reassuring to understand that
those in charge of the post-production project acknowledge
the film as unfinished and aren’t
attempting to present a complete product (as evidenced by
the “shot missing” slides which
appear throughout the trailer).
It’s safe to assume that the film,
though akin to Frankenstein’s
monster in its bits-and-pieces
nature, is as true to Welles’ original vision as it can be.
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DEAR CLASS
OF 2022

by Sophie Shell
Dear Freshies,

Welcome to Covenant! No
matter how stressful your first
two weeks at Covenant have
been, you can rest assured that
you are exactly where God in
His sovereign and gracious
decree has placed you.
I hope you find a home on
campus, whether it’s in the
winding halls of Founders or
the pristine rooms of Andreas.
I hope you find good friends,
because just as iron sharpens
iron, godly companions will
spur you on in your walk with
Christ.

A SWEET ALBUM
by Emily Robertson
Ariana Grande’s newest and
fourth debut album, “Sweetener”, proves, yet again, Grande’s
vocal talents. Although
Grande’s albums typically feature hyper-sexualized content,
“Sweetener” presents a more
mature array of songs. Grande’s
first two albums, “Yours Truly”
and “My Everything”, display
a sweeter side of Grande, but
as she has gotten older and
developed her voice, all but one
of her songs in “Sweetener” are
explicit.
Grande begins this album with
an opener called “Raindrops
(an angel cried).” I believe it
sets the tone of the album. The
second song, “Blazed”, which
features Pharrell Williams,
shows Grande’s typical pop feel
with a continuous beat in the
background. Williams’ harmonies complement Grande’s in
this song about never letting
someone go.
Nicki Minaj is also featured
on the album in “The Light is
Coming.” This song has a much
different vibe from the rest of
the album. Grande repeats the
line “the light is coming to give
back everything the darkness
stole.” This line is likely about
her new relationship with Pete
Davidson, but a Christian listener could apply the line to the
promise of Jesus coming back
to save us from the darkness of
sin that permeates earth.
“Sweetener” features multiple
songs about Pete Davidson,
who is Grande’s fiance. Their
relationship began in late May
of 2018. An image of the couple
together (Davidson wearing
a Gryffindor sweatshirt, and
Grande donning Slytherin
Hogwarts robes) confirmed the
speculation of their relationship.
“R.E.M.,” which was co-written
by Beyonce, is a sweet love song
about Davidson that has a very
uplifting feel to it. “Sweetener”,
“Breathin’”, and “No Tears Left
to Cry” each feature a strong
chorus and show Grande’s vocal

But most importantly, I hope
you find solace in regular attendance at a Christ-centered
local church. Although this is
a Christian college, many students are disconnected from
the body for which Christ
died.
In my past two years of Covenant, the excuses I’ve heard
for neglecting corporate worship on Sunday morning baffled me. The most frequent
were: “I stayed up late Saturday night,” or “I have tons of
homework.”These
explanations reveal more than just
a busy schedule or a lifestyle
of sleep deprivation. They reveal heart values. A heart that
range.
The four final songs of this
album show Grande’s immense
growth, and the vulnerability
she expresses regarding her toxic relationship with Mac Miller
that is finally behind her. These
songs express a sense of selfcare that all men and women
can learn from. Specifically, in
“Better Off,” Grande is singing
about her past relationship with
Mac Miller, which she has described in interviews as a “toxic
relationship.”
Her lyrics: “I’m better off without him/I’m better off being a
wild one/On the road a lot, had
to keep it a thousand/So that
I’m better off not being around
ya.”
This song originally was not going to be on the album, because
she claims to have been nervous
about bringing it to light, but
we get to hear her true feelings
expressed after all.
Grande underwent feelings of
anxiety, depression, PTSD, and
many more struggles as a result
of the terrorist attack at one
of her concerts in Manchester.
Her song “Get Well Soon” is
about her feelings regarding the
attack. The last forty seconds
of the song is complete silence
in order to make the song five
minutes and twenty two seconds, matching the date of the
Manchester attack that happened in 2017.
This album expresses a positive
and hopeful message, which
correlates with her album cover
that is much different than her
past three albums. The cover
of “Sweetener” is not in black
and white like the other ones.
Another significant difference is
that she is upside down on this
album cover.
In Apple Music’s notes over
“Sweetener,” Grande is quoted
saying the album is more like
her as a person, and it shows
what she has been wanting to
do with music. That being said,
she really is showing a different
side in this album that is much
more mellow, dreamy, and feelgood.
I definitely recommend Ariana
Grande’s “Sweetener.”

longs for the things of God
will not find the burden of
waking up at 8 a.m. on a Sunday morning too heavy, even
if it means going to bed earlier
on Saturday night.
Let’s not confuse Christian
discipline with legalism. Sacrificing for the sake of Sabbath rest is evidence of a faith
in God’s promise to meet with
his people in a special way in
corporate worship. The blessing of living in obedience to
the fourth commandment is
a promised presence that isn’t
found in our personal devotions (as important as they
are!) or in chapel.

The glory that fills Christ’s
church each week as the saints
come together in worship is
what makes this life worth living. It’s the place God promises to meet us. His special
presence in the Word and sacraments sanctifies, convicts,
and strengthens us to read
the next chapter and write the
next paper for Christ’s glory
and not for ourselves.
Freshmen, the best thing you
can do for your soul is to find
a church where the work of
Christ on your behalf is the
predominant message and
worship there regularly. Invest
in the saints there. Commit to
membership, if you are able.
Pursue mentorship from older

and wiser believers. Love the
Church, because Christ loved
the Church enough to die to
save her.
My friends, honestly evaluate
your hearts. Do your innermost desires reflects that of
the Psalmist?
“O God, you are my God;
earnestly I seek you; my soul
thirsts for you; / My flesh
faints for you, as in a dry and
weary land where there is no
water. / So I have looked upon
you in the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory.”
Psalm 63:1-2 (italics mine).

photo by Anna Beth Corson

THE PUGH
REVIEW
by Anna Pugh

If you follow me on Instagram
(@anna.pugh), you know I like
to post pictures of where I’m
eating, what I’m cooking, and
an occasional video of a perfectly poached egg. One of my
followers recently asked if it’s
hard being a food snob while
on a college budget. To this
there is an important distinction to be made between being
a foodie and a food snob.
Food is an unlimited outlet
for creativity and enjoyment,
but no one wants to be that
picky eater whom other people
must work to accommodate at
dinner parties. As such, I think
a foodie is someone who can
appreciate the nuances of good
food, but a food snob is someone who requires it. I know I
will have crossed the line when
I can’t love some Arby’s curly
fries or a late-night trip to Taco
Bell.
With food snobbery out of the
way, let’s talk about one of my
go-to restaurants. You all frequently ask what a good, moderately-priced place in Chattanooga is to go when parents are
visiting, and the answer is 1885
in St. Elmo. Located nearby and
conveniently next to Clumpies
for some post-dinner ice cream,
1885 is one of the city’s many
updated Southern restaurants.
The theme is overdone in this
area (I mean really, fifteen
revised Southern joints but not
even one good Chinese place?),
but this restaurant pulls off
casual Southern effortlessly.

But now to the food. One of my
favorite things to do at 1885 is
to order a whole dinner comprised of appetizers. Their Empanadas are served piping hot,
oozing with cheese, and a cooling dipping sauce. Alongside
that, I order the house-made
Pimento Cheese & Fried Okra.
Now here I must digress to say
that I am from DC and do not
get the Southern obsession with
slimy, stringy fried okra. However, this restaurant slices it into
spears, rather than rounds, fries
it to a crisp and pairs it with a
generous amount of fresh sharp
white cheddar pimento cheese,
atop warm pita bread. Though I
started out a skeptic, I now have
to get it every time I go. If that
pimento cheese is sounding
good, it is also served with their
fried green tomatoes.
One of the qualms I have with
1885 is their tagline, “Authentic
coastal cuisine.” Though most
menu items are delicious, there
is such a wide variety that the
slogan can be misleading. They
go from traditional Southern
dishes to empanadas to burgers
to Cajun to large juicy steaks
to crab cakes — it’s all over the
map. If you’re feeling a splurge,
their ribeye is twelve ounces of
melt-in-your-mouth goodness,
especially when paired with the
sharp, whipped Feta Mashed
Potatoes. If not this steak and
various appetizers, I tend to
order from their specials, which
are normally top notch and
a bit more creative than their
normal menu items. I would
say it is probably best to avoid
the burgers, as they are nothing
to write home about.
Though they do not take
reservations and the wait
time can be long, 1885 has a
great casual atmosphere and
is perfect for late dining with

the family during graduation
season. With outdoor seating
and frequent live music, it is the
perfect upscale casual mood for
Sunday brunch or late summer
evenings. But lest you think I
am a food snob who only eats
twenty-eight dollar ribeyes, I’m
now going to open and enjoy
a package of ramen, like the
college student I am.
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HOW WAS YOUR
SUMMER?
by Lydia Holt
“How was your summer?”
Chances are you’ve heard those
four words about three hundred times since you got back
to campus. When asked by a
certain close friend, mentor, or
beloved professor, this question
inspires delight and is a joy to
answer. You might have even
saved up anecdotes or difficult
experiences to process with this
person in expectation of this
encounter. But, if someone you
don’t know very well abruptly
inquires about what you did,
where you went, or “just how it
all was,” you might freeze, unprepared and drawing a blank.
What did I do?

And so you’ll babble lightly
about Netflixing and sleeping and going to the beach
and walk away frustrated and
slightly mortified, forming a
more sophisticated answer for
next time.
I’ve gone through this scenario
multiple times myself in the
three weeks since I got back to
school. It’s jarring and disorienting. Why is it so difficult to
communicate what happened
less than a month ago?
Many students experienced so
much during their summer that
condensing their experience
feels overwhelming. Jon-Mi-

chael Shelley (‘19) reflects,
“Honestly, I already knew I
would have trouble with the
passive ‘How was your summer?’ question before I got back
to school. Despite knowing
how it would feel much beforehand, I still struggle to answer
it. It’s easier with people who
knew that I was on the Yakama
Reservation. I tell them, ‘Hard.
But good.’ It’s the truth. And it’s
also an invitation to know more
if they want to know more.” As
Jon-Michael implies, there is
strain and frustration in paring
down three months’ worth of
memories into a few sentences.

For me, the difficulty is how
dreamlike and distant summer
feels. For six weeks during June
and July, I taught English in
Hong Kong, then traveled to
Cambodia to observe university classes. The experience was
transformative, wonderful, and
challenging, but as soon as I
landed in the States on August
1, my brain snapped back into
school mode. Almost instantly
mental images of neon-lit night
markets, steaming dumplings,and skyscrapers against
green islands began to fade
like a Polaroid developing in
reverse.

Alyssa Davila (‘19) spent last
summer church planting in
Thailand. For her, there’s a
sense of defeat in the repetition:
“I would hear that question so
many times, I would almost not
even want to answer anymore,
because I got tired of saying the
same thing over and over.”

Maybe that’s your story, too.
In the book of Deuteronomy,
God persistently encourages his
people to look back and reflect
on how He had cared for them
in the past. Moses commands
the Israelites in Deuteronomy
4:9, “Only take care, and keep
your soul diligently, lest you
forget the things that your eyes
have seen, and lest they depart
from your heart all the days of
your life”
Our problem isn’t being too
busy, loving life at Covenant too
much, or being too apathetic to
remember our summer experiences. It’s actually two-fold;
we’re finite and we’re forgetful,
all-too-human failings. Our
tendency to move on from seasons without processing them

is hurting our ability to express
what we saw, did, created, felt,
learned. Reflecting upon and
recording the good, the hard,
and the everyday sweetness of
being a Christ-follower should
be an integral part of our spiritual lives.
Whether you’re a freshman
caught up in the excitement
of college life or a seasoned
upperclassman already looking
up the date of graduation in
the academic calendar, take
several moments to remember
how you saw the goodness and
faithfulness of the Lord during
the summer. The Father never
dismisses our experiences and
never needs an invitation to
listen. How did He continue the
good work he began in you?
Where did you see His hand
guiding you and defending
you?
In the next few weeks, consider
creating an Ebenezer, or “stone
of help.” This word comes from
a passage in 1 Samuel 7:12, in
which Samuel sets up a stone
to remember Yahweh’s past
provision. Use a page in your
journal or a note on your phone
(or an actual rock, if that’s your
thing!) and record the big and
small ways you see God’s tangible love flowing over your days.
Return to this “stone” in the
coming months and find your
trust in Jesus renewed.
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STOP TRYING
TO BE GOD
by Tumah Ngoh
I think I’m a better talker
than writer. And I think I’m
a better listener than talker.
So I listen to a lot of music.
One album that I constantly
find myself running back
to for more is Travis Scott’s
new album, “Astroworld”.
“Astroworld” is the fifth
project of Jacques Webster
(you know his real name
isn’t Travis Scott right?). The
album is a melodic synthesis
that takes twists and turns
like the Texas Cyclone roller
coaster.
One song that stands out
to me is “STOP TRYING
TO BE GOD”. It opens with
distorted cosmic sounds
from a fun house which are
instantly followed by seraphic vocals from James Blake
and sublime humming from
Kid Cudi. The song wraps up
with a heady harmonica solo
from Stevie Wonder. The
phrase “Stop tryna be God”
is repeated multiple times in
Travis Scott’s native autotune
tongue. He counsels listen-

ers to present themselves
as regal while working with
integrity, to choose a small
number of respected individuals, and to “Stop tryna play
God almighty.”
I may be very wrong about
what I am going to say,
so feel free to respectfully
confront me about it. I think
that Travis is saying that we
should stop trying to micromanage the lives of others as
God. Instead, we are called
to love and care for others
as our true, earthly example,
Jesus Christ does. Before the
Bible majors start throwing
pseudo-judgmental shade,
here’s a verse. “So do not fear,
for I am with you; do not
be dismayed, for I am your
God. I will strengthen you
and help you; I will uphold
you with my righteous right
hand” (Isaiah 41:10). God
is in control and we should
not worry. He is the only one
who can truly strengthen
and help His people.
So instead of worrying about
being in control of our lives

and the lives of others, what
should we do? The Book of
John writes:
“As the Father has loved me,
so have I loved you. Now
remain in my love. If you
keep my commands, you
will remain in my love, just
as I have kept my Father’s
commands and remain in
his love. I have told you this
so that my joy may be in
you and that your joy may
be complete. My command
is this: Love each other as
I have loved you. Greater
love has no one than this: to
lay down one’s life for one’s
friends. You are my friends
if you do what I command. I
no longer call you servants,
because a servant does not
know his master’s business.
Instead, I have called you
friends, for everything that
I learned from my Father I
have made known to you.
You did not choose me, but
I chose you and appointed
you so that you might go and
bear fruit—fruit that will
last—and so that whatever
you ask in my name the Father will give you. This is my
command: Love each other.”
(John 15:9-17)
We are to find comfort in
and yearn after God’s love

while sharing that love with
our brothers and sisters. Be
willing to die for those you
love in your close circle. That
is what God called Jesus to
do for us and that is what
we should do for other. We
should be willing to lay our
lives down to love others.
That may look like letting

your friend win a game of
FIFA every now and then.
If that doesn’t apply for you,
then think of how you want
people to serve and treat you,
then do that for others.
My last point is to give “Astroworld” a listen. It is one of
the best albums I have heard.

