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This summer, two classes will be
offered on campus for high-school
students.
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OCHS HIGHWAY CRASH
by Jon-Michael Shelley

One person is dead and two
others were hospitalized
after a crash on Ochs Highway on Saturday morning,
February 17. News reporting outlet, WRCBtv, stated
the crash occurred around
10:40 a.m.
Students received a text
and/or email from Scot-

sAlert at 1:30 p.m. informing them Ochs Highway
was closed and to take an
alternate route. Confusion
arose as drivers rerouted,
but here’s the story:
The Chattanooga Police
Department reports the
crash involved Mallory
Baldschun, who was pronounced dead at the scene.
A juvenile from Baldschun’s

car and a man named James
Wilson were both taken
to the hospital with minor
injuries.
Wilson stated to C.P.D.
he lost control of his
18-wheeler due to brake
trouble on his way down
Lookout Mountain. C.P.D.
reports the truck sideswiped a Chrysler and
a Subaru before hitting

Baldschun’s Toyota Tacoma
head on.
According to police
reports, Wilson’s 18-wheeler was full of hazardous
material, and a hazmat team
came on the scene. Ochs
Highway residents were
evacuated due to possible
fluid leakage.
The Chattanooga Times
Free Press also reported the

FAITH AND INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE
by Maggie Duncan

February 8-10, Dr. Mask
led a group of eight Covenant students from the
Community Development,
Economics, and Biblical
Studies departments to
attend Calvin College’s
thirteenth annual Faith and
International Development
Conference. This was the
college’s twelfth time sending students to the conference.
The conference exists to
provide teaching and dis-

cussion on international development strategies. This
year’s theme was “Home;
restoring our dwelling
place.” It focused on cultivating a new sense of home,
which is welcoming those
who are different than us.
“I think it’s very helpful
for students to see how
other Christians approach
poverty and development
issues since we will be
working together with each
other in many different
areas of life, especially after
graduation.” said Dr. Mask.

After a twelve-hour van
ride full of fun, life stories,
and mild trolling, students
arrived at the snow-covered
Michigan campus where
they heard speakers from
all around the world. The
diverse speakers gave many
differing viewpoints which
challenged the variety of
worldviews students held.
On the opening night,
plenary speaker, Mark
Charles, author of the
popular blog, “Reflections
from the Hogan,” gave a
history of the colonization

of Native American lands
that may have differed from
what you heard in history
class. “Sometimes building
a home requires deconstruction of our previous
views on what makes a
home,” Charles said.
Charles told stories from
many occurrences of Native
Americans being gruesomely murdered or forced
out of their lands. He went
on and criticized many
great American leaders,
such as Abraham Lincoln,
calling them “racist” for
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Environmental Protection
Agency sent agents to the
crash scene.
The C.P.D. tweeted Ochs
Highway was reopened
around 1:00 a.m. Sunday
morning, February 18.
Prayers for the child,
Wilson, and all affected
by the tragic accident are
needed now and in the
future.
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their lack of action to end
slavery.
Covenant’s own adjunct
professor of Community Development, Debbie
Dortzbach, told stories of
being a nurse in community-based healthcare in
third world countries. She
called for the need to reflect
God’s healing grace into
the darkness in the world.
She said, “We can make a
community livable again by
reflecting the glow of Christ
in dark places.”
The following day, CarCONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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COVENANT OFFERS
SUMMER INSTITUTE
by Anna Smith

This summer, younger students will have the opportunity to learn from Covenant professors. For the first
time, Covenant is offering a
week-long summer institute
for high school students.
The institute will run
July 22-27 and will offer a
choice of two classes, both
worth one credit hour, to
rising high school sophomores, juniors, and seniors.
Each class is limited to ten
students.
Dr. Nola Stephens, associate professor of linguistics, will teach a class called
“The Nature of Language:
Who Talks Funny?” The
class will examine “the
social aspects of language
variation” and how our
identities and context affect
the way we speak.
“It’s really rare for students to get any linguistics
in high school, but it’s
valuable and interesting, so
it’s exciting to get to expose

students to this for the first
time,” Dr. Stephens said.
She wants to help students
think “about language in a
different way than maybe
they’ve thought about it
before.”
Dr. Heath Garris, assistant professor of biology,
will teach “The Language of
Nature: How Do Plants &
Animals Communicate?”
The class will survey plant
and animal communication
through fieldwork as well
as classroom lectures. For
example, the class will use
acoustic sensors recording
high frequency sound to
listen to bats at night.
Dr. Garris looks forward
to sharing his enthusiasm
for biology.
“Caring for creation is
a calling that’s worthy of
Christ-followers, and that
will show up in our discussions,” Dr. Garris said.
Students will live in
residence halls, attend
lectures in the mornings,
study or do research in the
afternoons, and participate

in activities during the
evenings.
Although the students
will take only one of the
two classes, they will be
able to interact with students from the other class
during mealtimes and/or
other activities.
“It will be interesting
to hear their ideas as they
share with each other after
class,” Dr. Stephens said.
“They’re similar topics in
very different fields. I think
it will give them a bigger
appreciation for both.”
Dr. Stephens taught a
similar week-long class
for high school students
at Stanford University last
summer. She said she enjoyed the “really delightful,
thoughtful conversation”
she had with the students
and anticipates a similar
experience this summer.
“The students were
there because they wanted
to learn and work hard,”
Dr. Stephens said. She is
also looking forward to
integrating her Christian
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perspective into the class,
something she wasn’t able
to do at Stanford, a secular
school.
Dr. Jeff Hall, vice president for academic affairs,
said last summer, President
Derek Halvorson had suggested the idea of a summer
institute for high school
students. A large committee started planning the
institute last summer and
through the fall.
The planning committee
included professors Paul
Morton, Bill Tate, Nola
Stephens, Don Petcher, and
John Wingard, as well as
Interim Director of Marketing and Communications
Jen Allen, Dean of Records
Rodney Miller, Conference
and Events Manager Caleb
Mask, Associate Dean of
Students Jon Wylie, and
admissions counselor Callie
Nelson. The committee
covered everything from
housing to academics to
admissions, Dr. Hall said.
“We wanted to be able to
give high school students
a taste of life at Covenant,
and some college credit,”
Dr. Hall said. Those students might then be more
inclined to attend Covenant.
Hall encourages current
students to invite friends or
family members to attend.

HALL CUP SYNOPSIS
by Jessica Florey

On February 3, Covenant
College hosted the first
event of the Hall Cup. The
Cup started off with a bang
with the Hall Cup Game
Show, hosted by Annie
Minton and Alec Burris.
There were games
ranging from the Price is
Right — during which Reed
Schick took an astounding sweep, not only of the
game, but of the room — to
a new mix on the Newlywed game called Roommate. This game tested how
well one team member
from each hall knew their
roommate.
Founders and Mac both
had a great turnout and
strong support. Because of
that, each took home the
gold and earned a whopping seven hundred and
fifty points for their teams
during the night. Carter
and Andreas, on the other
hand, struggled a little, and
left with only five hundred
points for Carter and four
hundred points for Andreas.1
But, there is still hope
for those buildings to make
a comeback. Not only will
there be smaller competitions throughout the rest of
the year potentially earning
buildings fifteen to fifty
points, but there is also one
more huge competition
near the end of the year
which will decide which
building is truly the greatest.
The building that wins
the Hall Cup will receive a

human-sized trophy that
they will be able to hold
onto until next year’s games
and will also claim bragging rights against all other
teams as proof they are the
best.
The Hall Cup debuted
this year, but Carter Hall
President, Tindol Pate,
said, “It’s something Dean
Voyles has wanted to see
happen for several years.”
Pate recalls the original idea
for some kind of a competition began between her and
Joseph Comer, Founders
President, last spring.
All four Resident Hall
Presidents (Tindol Pate,
Joseph Comer, Madalyn
Ames, and Molly Lattner)
worked together to make
that idea a reality. Pate says
the goal of this competition is to “cultivate building identity and healthy
cross-campus competition.”
They have many more
great competitions and
games planned for the near
future, so come on out and
show that your building is
the best!
Want to start earning
points for your team?
Fifteen points goes to the
building that can correctly
guess which buildings are
the eagle wings, antlers,
paw prints, and wolf fangs.
I guess you will just have to
come to the next hall game
to find out.
1
Interview with Tindol
Pate

DEVELOPMENT
CONFERENCE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

los Hernandez, co-founder
and Executive Secretary of
the Association for a More
Just Society in Honduras,
spoke on his work over the
past eight years to reform
police work in Honduras.
When speaking on the need
to welcome those who are
different than us into our
home, Hernandez said,
“Love overpowers fear and
that is what sustains us.”
Peter Codington, one of
the students who attended the conference, said, “I
think it is important to have
many different perspectives

“From an admissions
perspective, we think giving
them [high school students] the chance to study
with Covenant faculty and
experience the richness of
class discussion and res life
will help them figure out if
Covenant is a good fit for
them,” Callie Nelson said.
Dr. Garris said the week
is meant to be a “snapshot”
of what it’s like to be a student at Covenant.
“It could be a really
effective showcase for the
kinds of things we do on
campus,” Dr. Garris said.

THE VERDICT
YES,
to warm days.
NO,
to AC units
still turned
off.
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and opinions present and
contributing to the conversation, even though it
can feel more disjointed. I
learned more to listen and
question my own biases and
values and to ask myself
where I am and how I need
to change.”
Similarly, Novella Long
said the trip was “a weekend that taught me that I
need more diverse voices
speaking into my life, as
well as ears and a heart
more equipped to hear.”
The college plans to send
students to the conference
in subsequent years, and
students from all departments are welcome to join.
Contact Dr. Mask for more
information.

CLARIFICATION
AND CORRECTIONS
Last issue’s article “Shut it
down? The Dangers of Increasingly Polarized Parties”
was wrongly misattributed
to Margaret Duncan. The
correct author of this article
is Samuel West.

NEWS

PARKLAND SHOOTING
REINVIGORATES CEASELESS DEBATE
ON GUN CONTROL, NATIONAL SAFETY
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by Anna Rogers
On Wednesday, February
14, America was shocked
by the all too familiar
news that seventeen students were killed in a mass
school shooting. Nikolas
Cruz, nineteen years old,
had gunned down these
members of the Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High
School (Parkland, Florida)
community with an AR-15
rifle.
According to a statistical
report by CNN, the shooting is the ninth most fatal
shooting since 1949.
President Donald
Trump responded to the
issue on February 15, one
day after the attack. In his
speech, Trump said, “It is
not enough to simply take
actions that make us feel
we are making a difference,
we must actually make that
difference.”
The President also quoted the Bible, saying: “In
these moments of heartache and darkness, we hold
onto God’s word in Scripture: “I have heard your
prayer and seen your tears.
I will heal you” (2 Kings
20:5).
The shooting has
sparked intense debate and
controversy concerning
gun control, FBI monitoring, and mental health.
The cry for gun control
in the wake of the shooting
has been lead by friends
and families of the victims.
Many other frustrated
Americans join in the call
for more limitations on
firearms, including families
and friends of victims of
past shootings (such as the
Sandy Hook shooting of
2012). Other Americans,
generally of a conservative
political bent, are distancing the event from the ability to own firearms.
One survivor of the
event, Sophie Whitney,
said, “Why is your right to
own an AR-15 more important than a kid’s right to
feel safe?”
This question exemplifies the heart of the issue.
The arguments heard
by both sides of the gun
control controversy have
now erupted into swelling
mantras in the ears of the
American public. Many
Americans point to the
Second Amendment right
in the Constitution to bear
arms.
In a response to the
shooting, Florida Senator
Marco Rubio (who has
been supported by the
NRA in the past) said, “The
cause of [the shooting] is
individuals who happen to
abuse that liberty and that

constitutional right for the
purposes of conducting
these atrocities.”
The argument for many
other Republicans have
been the same –– preventing people from getting
guns will not help because
those who wish to do so
will illegally purchase guns
anyways.
Other Americans disagree. Their argument for
the past decade has also remained largely the same. In
2012, a panoply of Americans cried out for gun control after twenty elementary
school children were shot.
The same was the case after
Virginia, Aurora, Columbine, etc….
Now, in 2018, the mantra
for many Americans is still
the same: gun control laws
are necessary to prevent
gun violence in America.
Much criticism has arisen
concerning the National
Rifle Association (NRA)
and its defense of gun ownership, as well as those who
accept support from the
institution.
Many Americans have
also voiced frustration with
President Trump’s remarks
in the wake of the event,
noting his lack of attention
to the issue of gun control.
In response to Trump’s
comments, a survivor and
student of Stoneman Douglas, Emma Gonzalez, said
that Cruz “wouldn’t have
harmed that many students
with a knife.”

Others are trying to find
a bridge between the demand for gun control and
the desire for the right to
bear arms.
In a New York Times
opinions article, David
Brooks said, “There has to
be trust and respect first.
Then we can strike a compromise on guns as guns,
and not some sacred cross
in the culture war.”
The term “gun control”
has thus been less common in current discussion,
substituted for terms like
“gun responsibility” or “gun
safety.” Former President
Barack Obama, in a tweet,
identified these laws as
“common-sense gun safety
laws.”
The controversy over the
Parkland shooting doesn’t
end with the gun control
debate, however. The Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) has been slammed in
the wake of the event for
negligence, as Cruz had apparently displayed obvious
clues as to his intentions.
The most well-known
signifier that Cruz was
a threat was a YouTube
comment posted in 2017 on
a bail bonds video which
read, “I’m going to be a professional school shooter.”
The FBI was notified of the
comment shortly thereafter.
Furthermore, on Friday
FBI Director Christopher
Wray publicly announced
that on January 5, the FBI
was notified by someone
close to Cruz that he was

dangerous and had the potential to carry out a school
shooting. The caller also
included what type of gun
Cruz had, and that he had
expressed a desire to kill.
According to NPR,
“Under FBI protocols, that
information should have
been assessed as a potential
threat to life and forwarded
to its Miami field office for
further investigation.”
However it is now clear
this did not occur. Rather,
the FBI neglected to investigate Cruz at all, allowing
the shooting to occur with
no prior legal actions.
Florida’s Governor, Rick
Scott, has, in reaction to
this negligence, called for
the resignation of FBI Director Christopher Wray.
In a statement given Friday, February 16, Scott said
“We constantly promote
‘see something, say something,’ and a courageous
person did just that to the
FBI. And the FBI failed to
act. ‘See something, say
something’ is an incredibly
important tool and people
must have confidence in the
follow through from law
enforcement.”
It is unclear what will
come of the FBI investigation, nor is it clear whether
or not President Trump will
heed the call for gun control. Students of Stoneman
Douglas protested in Washington, D.C., over the weekend, and continue to lead
the charge for increased

safety and protection for
America’s students.

FACULTY
QUOTE OF
THE WEEK
“I had something
to say, but I forgot it, so you
people will be
uneducated for
the rest of your
life.”
-Dr. Foreman

SPORTS
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE NBA DUNK CONTEST
by Nate Plating
Since Larry Nance took
home the first trophy in
1984, the N.B.A. Dunk
Contest has almost always
been a staple of All-Star
Weekend. In the ‘80s and
‘90s fans were treated to the
dunks of Michael Jordan,
Dominique Wilkins, and
other legendary dunkers.
These men were some
of the first great dunkers
and thought up creative,
smooth, and powerful
dunks wowing crowds and
making people continue
to come back for more. No
one could stay away from
Jordan dunking from the
free-throw line or even just
Spud dunking. The dunk
contest allowed all-around
great players to showcase
how great they were at one
thing in particular, dunking.
The dunk contest was a
showcase of athleticism and

power. It existed within an
era of above-the-rim basketball and was truly impressive. Then the late ‘90s
came along, and in unusual
late ‘90s fashion, decided to
ruin the dunk contest. This,
of course, is my opinion
and depends completely on
whether or not you believe
Michael Finley’s cartwheel
dunk in the 1997 Dunk
Contest was the best or the
worst dunk of all time. Of
course, the fall of the dunk
contest cannot be fully attributed to Finley. The quality had slowly been deteriorating, and the players who
had previously dominated
where only becoming older.
Naturally they chose to
spend their All-Star break
resting, rather than pushing
their bodies in the name of
a cool dunk. This, of course,
is how Ray Allen got into a
dunk contest (this is difficult to believe considering
the Ray Allen we most

recently had in the N.B.A.,
but it did happen, and he
was capable of occasional
cool in-game dunks).
The 1997 dunk contest,
the one that ended it all,
really does have to be seen
in order to fully grasp it.
It featured Kobe Bryant,
Michael Finley, Ray Allen,
and three no-name players.
A line-up is comparable
only to the 2017 group consisting of DeAndre Jordan
and Aaron Gordon, both
of whom struggled and did
not make it out of the first
round. Their disappointing
performances then allowed
Glenn Robinson III and
Derrick Jones Jr. (two players who, no offense, no one
really cares about as players) to fight it out between
each other. This crew was
particularly painful after
being treated to Aaron Gordon and Zach Lavine the
year prior.
Following the 1997

dunk contest, the N.B.A.
introduced in 1998 the
now legendary W.N.B.A.N.B.A. 2Ball Competition.
In this, players shot from
various spots on the floor
that had been assigned a
certain value. It was, as
one could probably guess,
not the greatest display of
basketball greatness. After
this, in 1999, no All-Star
weekend existed due to the
lockout. Then, finally, like
a phoenix from the ashes,
the dunk contest emerged,
a new god, in the form of
a three-headed beast, the
heads representing Vince
Carter, Tracy McGrady,
and Steve Francis. There,
on that day, basketball was
forever treated to some of
the greatest dunks ever.
Vince was one point shy of
all perfects (thanks Kenny),
and T-Mac and Steve flew.
It was finally back. Fans
could again watch exciting
players do exciting things.

From here we were treated to the years-long rivalry of Superman (Dwight
Howard) and his kryptonite
(Nate Robinson). Dwight
was the next Shaq, and Nate
was tiny, only adding to the
excitement of watching the
two of them dunk. Then we
were given the 2016 dunk
contest, which was wild
and Aaron Gordon was so
strong. But, from here, we
seem to be back in a late
‘90s slump. Last year was
unimpressive. This year
was better, but still so much
room for improvement.
So how do we stop
another 2Ball Competition
from being created? Do we
add more obstacles to the
court? Do we continue to
let DJ Khaled judge and
come up with wildly different numbers than the other
judges? Who knows. But
one thing’s for sure, bring
back superstars and reactive
cool dunks.

THE JOKER, BIG HONEY, OR SIMPLY NIKOLA JOKIC
by Will Kirkpatrick
Nikola Jokic is an absolute phenom and taking
the western conference by
storm. “The Joker,” a former
second round draft pick,
and his Denver Nuggets
are touting the number
six overall offense in the
N.B.A. and the sixth seed
in the very competitive
western conference. No
one expected Jokic to be as
explosive an offense force
as he has turned out to be.
This is telling by the fact
that when he was drafted in
the second round in 2014.
E.S.P.N. was too busy running a Taco Bell “quesarito”
commercial for anyone to
be bothered to notice him.
He has really surprised
everyone, even the Nuggets’ general manager Tim

Connelly admitted he had
no idea how good Jokic
would be.
Right now he is averaging a team high 5.9 assist
per game, the most by
any center in the league.
December 15, 2016, is a
night the Nuggets fans will
remember forever. It is
the night Coach Michael
Malone handed Nikola
the keys to the offense by
inserting him in the starting lineup over soon to
be traded, Jusuf Nurkic.
“The Joker” transformed
the Nuggets from a subpar
lottery team, with seemingly no direction, into
one of the most intriguing
young playoff teams in the
N.B.A. After that night in
the 2016-17 season the
Nuggets, behind the clever
hand of “the Joker,” touted

an incredibly exciting top
three offense. While Jokic’s
unbelievable vision and
nifty behind-the-back or
overhead passes are what
most people remember him
by, his ability to fill a stat
sheet is equally impressive.
Just the other night in a
game against the Milwaukee Bucks, facing off against
fellow playmaking unicorn
Giannis Antetokounmpo,
Nikola did something historic. He compiled a triple
double in just 14 minutes
and 33 seconds beating
Jim Tucker’s 63 year-old
record of 17 minutes. Jokic
finished the night with a
jaw dropping 30 points, 17
assists, and 15 rebounds on
just 14 shots. That’s another
thing about Nikola; he is
incredibly unselfish, almost to a fault. Jokic joined

Wilt Chamberlain, Magic
Johnson, Oscar Robertson, Larry Bird, and James
Harden as the only players
to ever have 30-15-15 line
in an N.B.A. game. Pretty
prestigious company if you
ask me. Nuggets Coach Michael Malone said after the
game, “We feel that we have
the most dynamic, best
facilitator, best play-making
young player in the N.B.A.,”
and I fully agree with him.
E.S.P.N.’s Zach Lowe, has
on many occasions criticised Jokic on his failure to
shoot the ball more when
the Nuggets offense starts
to stagnate, like most superstars do. But, what Zach
Lowe is failing to understand is that is what makes
“the Joker” so special: he
doesn’t care about stats, he
doesn’t care about the glory.

He just wants to win. If he
thinks passing the ball will
help his team win, then
that’s what he will do. There
have been occasions where
Nikola did seem to disappear in the sense that he
fails to take over games late
like other superstars. But
that all comes down to his
age. It’s easy to forget he is
only twenty-two years old.
The Nuggets are a team
to watch out for in the
West, and that is due to
Nikola Jokic. He is unbelievable, and it’s time he
started getting the national
recognition that is due him.
If he keeps putting up 3015-15 statlines that might
just happen. Keep your eye
on Sports Center’s top ten
plays. The Big Honey is sure
to make plenty of appearances in the near future.

ARTS

THEATRE REVIEW: THE IMPORTANCE OF
BEING EARNEST
by Anna Rohl

*For full effect, one is
advised to read this review
in one’s most preposterously
pompous British accent*
Who is Ernest, and why is
it so important to be him?
In Covenant’s production
of Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest,
whoever bears the name of
Ernest, intentionally spelled
differently than in the play’s
title, is promised a happily
engaged ending, but the
cast of characters will have
some trouble before the
true Ernest is discovered.
The lead characters are
a pair of wealthy friends
ready to settle down into
matrimony at the play’s
start: Algernon, carefree
and always hungry, and
Jack, who lives a double
life and goes by “Ernest”
while in town. These
characters are portrayed by
two of Covenant theater’s
veteran actors, Jonathan
Austin (‘18) and William
Darby (‘18), respectively.
At the beginning of the
first act, Jack has decided
to propose to Algernon’s
cousin, the opinionated
Gwendolyn, played by
Ana Gresham (‘19) in one
of her first major roles at
Covenant. Before the end
of the second act, Algernon
has determined to marry
Jack’s imaginative young
ward Cecily, portrayed by
Caroline Sawyer (‘20) in
her Covenant theater debut.
The confusion over just
who is Ernest is further
complicated over the course
of the play by Will Payne
(‘20) as an unforgettable
Lady Bracknell; Matthias
Overos (‘19) as the coun-

try vicar Dr. Chasuble;
Emily Brauer (‘21) as the
absent-minded governess Miss Prism; and Mark
Davis (‘20) playing the two
separate characters of the
heavily beset upon butlers,
Lane and Merriman.
Throughout the unlikely twists and turns of the
story, the cast repeatedly
encounters the question
of what role truth plays in
happiness. Are those who
carelessly own up to the
truth the happy ones? Or
do those who artfully avoid
inconvenient truths find
happiness? Or perhaps the
people who have the power
to manipulate the truth to
fit their wishes are those
destined to have a happy
ending.
Wilde’s play is a classic
for good reason; his dialogue is witty, bitingly satirical, and full of interlocking
metaphors and running
jokes. The script is versatile
enough to be interpreted
in several ways, but this
production’s director, Professor Camille Hallstrom,
has chosen to take the play
in an over-the-top outrageous direction rather than
a dry satirical one. This is
perhaps most evident in
the final act’s long-awaited
revelation of Jack’s origins,
where Darby discovers the
preposterous truth about
his name and birth with
sincere belief, as opposed
to an alternate interpretation of the play where Jack
arranges the happy ending
for himself.
As a result, the actors’
execution of their roles and
lines is much larger than
life, with their skipping,
stomping, and lounging
all impossible to miss. By

the end of the play, the
audience is quite familiar with each characters’
facial expressions of shock,
surprise, displeasure, and
amusement. Moreover, the
cast adopted British accents
for their roles. Sawyer’s delightfully exaggerated rolled
r’s and Davis’s Jeeves-like
mannerisms followed by a
German accent add to the
hilarity of the play excellently.
The character who best
embodies the over-the-top
spirit of the production is
Payne as Lady Bracknell, a
role traditionally played by
male actors which makes
it all the more hilarious.
When Payne enters a scene
as the dominating matriarch, he instantly commands the scene, all the
more so because his hat
and heels make him physically larger than the rest of
the cast. His voice has the
greatest range of depth and
volume in the show, and
viewers cannot help but
enjoy Payne’s performance.
Lady Bracknell is en-

hanced all the more by
Payne’s elaborate costume,
complete with a corset,
bustle, and massive hat,
which, along with all the
other costumes, were
designed and crafted by
Courtney McKenzie (‘18)
as part of her Senior Integration Project. Color is an
integral part of McKenzie’s
work, with couples paired
by the shade of their waistcoats or jackets and dresses:
Algernon and Cecily in
pink, Jack and Gwendolyn
in purple, Dr. Chasuble and
Miss Prism in green, and
Lady Bracknell standing
alone in her dark navy dress
with blue ribbons in her
hat. McKenzie also indicated to the audience which is
the stronger-willed partner
in each couple by costuming these characters in deep
hues. Gwendolyn, Algernon, and Dr. Chasuble wear
darker, richer colors than
their partners, and Lady
Bracknell wears the darkest
of all.
Amanda English (‘18)
also worked on the show as
part of her S.I.P., acting as
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Technical Director. In this
role, English ensured each
aspect of the production
was completed in a timely
manner and met the director’s standards. Although
the piles of paperwork
involved remain unseen
by audiences, Earnest’s
sets, lights, and sound all
worked together seamlessly
thanks to English’s guidance. Together with the
set crew, who completely
rearranged the stage during
each of the show’s two
intermissions, McKenzie
and English’s work made
the play a pleasure for the
eyes as well as one’s sense of
humor.
It is no wonder Covenant’s Theater Department
chose Wilde’s most famous play to start off this
spring’s theater program,
as his droll script lends
itself excellently to a cast
as comedic as this one. By
introducing some welcome
new talent and allowing
seniors’ talents to shine, this
production of The Importance of Being Earnest is allaround “right as a trivet.”

THE OBAMA PRESIDENTIAL PORTRAITS:
WHY THEY’RE SUCH A BIG DEAL
by Lidia Dunayeva
On February 12 of this
year, Barack and Michelle
Obama unveiled their
presidential portraits to
hang alongside the rest of
America’s former presidents
in the Smithsonian National Gallery. What is notable
about these paintings is
they are history in the making; they break the molds of
tradition.
Here is why: The
Obamas utilized their
African American background as an opportunity
to introduce vibrant color
and dynamic style into the
prestigious portrait gallery.
Both the former President
and the First Lady had the
chance to hand pick their
portraitist, and they chose
very intentionally. Barack
Obama chose artist Ke-

hinde Wiley, and Michelle
chose Amy Sherald — both
of whom are known for creating art revolving around
the recognition and praise
of the African American
man and woman. While the
Obamas lived in the White
House, they sustained a
constant commitment to
African American artists
in the official White House
art collection, and naturally their portraits are an
extension of their personal
aesthetic preferences.
Kehinde Wiley’s largescale paintings are recognized for placing modern
day African American
street figures in the place
of historical/political
paintings. Replacing white
western leaders is his symbol of replacing power and
challenging convention. In
Wiley’s portrait of Barack

Obama, the first African
American president is sitting in a simple but elegant
wooden chair, resting atop
mounds of green foliage
speckled with flowers.
The spots of flowers
include blue lilies from
Kenya, a salute to Obama’s
heritage; jasmine to symbolize his childhood in
Hawaii; and chrysanthemums, the flower of Chicago, which is where Obama
began his political career.
Obama seems to be floating
amidst the mass of leaves,
but this intentionally represents him as floating in
an ethereal realm while still
very immersed in the grit
of the earth. Obama’s pose
is both regal and relatable;
he is attentive and attune to
the present and the future.
In Michelle Obama’s
portrait, artist Amy Sherald

expressed the first lady’s
care for her ancestors and
the need to use hard truths
of the past to empower
each other. In her paintings,
Sherald uses the grayscale
to address the issue of race.
Grayscale celebrates the African American complexion
the way it is seen in early
forms of art in history. Her
use of the grayscale speaks
to the traditions of photography, recalling some of
the first portraits of African
Americans, whereas traditional portrait painting
was favoured by the white
gentry who could afford
it. Like her husband, Mrs.
Obama’s gaze is exceedingly
direct, meeting the gaze of
the viewer full on. The dress
worn in the portrait is from
the MILLY 2017 collection,
by designer Michelle Smith.
The skirt of the dress was

made of stretch cotton poplin, a commoner’s fabric,
with pockets. The dress
was designed and inspired
by the desire for equality
in human rights and race,
but the use of lacing and
ties in the dress are there
to remind us of a feeling of
being held back and that
everyone still has a long
way to go before reconciliation is achieved.
As a presidential family
who broke tradition, the
Obamas, by working with
artists like Wiley and Sherald, prolong the legacy of
independent thinkers who
will change convention one
step at a time.
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PROFESSOR DUROY GIVES
FACULTY RECITAL
by Marie Bowen
Beth DuRoy, one of the
adjunct professors for the
Covenant College Music
Department, performed
an enriching vocal recital
on Thursday, February 15,
in the chapel, enjoyed by
students and faculty of the
Music Department along
with members of the Covenant, Lookout Mountain,
and Chattanooga communities. DuRoy teaches
private voice lessons at
Covenant, along with classes such as German/French
Diction, Opera Scenes,
Vocal Literature, and more.
She is also the Director of
Children’s and Youth Music
at Signal Mountain Presbyterian Church. The recital
was live-streamed and can
be found on YouTube under the title, “Beth DuRoy
Faculty Recital,” in case you
were not able to see it live.
On the fifteenth, DuRoy
performed alongside her
son Jack and her husband

Jason. Jack, a sixth grade
male soprano, not only
sang with his mom, but he
also sang a few solo pieces.
Jason, an adjunct faculty
member at Lee University
who regularly performs,
accompanies, and teaches
private lessons, accompanied his family on the organ
and the piano. He also
performed solo as well.
DuRoy has performed
as the lead female role in
many operas such as Le
Nozze di Figaro and The
Bartered Bride. She has
given vocal recitals at other
venues such as University
of Tennessee Chattanooga, Bryan College, and the
Hunter Museum of Art.
She also performs with the
Chattanooga Symphony
and Opera and the Opera
Tennessee’s quartet.
DuRoy’s recital at Covenant began with a selection of Latin pieces by W.
A. Mozart, J.S. Bach, and
Antonio Vivaldi, featuring
her and Jack accompanied

by Jason on the organ. One
of my favorite pieces from
the beginning of the recital
was “Quia Respexit Humilitatem,” from Bach’s Magnificat in D Major, featuring
Jack and Yoonjin Jung (‘19)
on the oboe. The oboe added a rich, warm sound to
the number which I deeply
enjoyed. DuRoy ended the
first part of the recital with
two romantic French chansons by Gabriel Fauré.
Following a short intermission, DuRoy performed
a few lively German Lieder
written by Hugo Wolf and
R. Strauss. Jason then performed a beautiful piece on
the piano followed by Jack’s
performance of two moving
English art songs arranged
by Aaron Copland. My
favorite song of the night
was DuRoy’s closing number, a fun, theatrical song
titled, “I Love a Piano” by
Irving Berlin which included a jazzy piano solo in the
middle. DuRoy’s dramatic,
engaging portrayal of this

piece along with her lively
interaction with her husband at the piano made for
a great close that drew the
audience in and wowed
them.
One of DuRoy’s vocal
students, Sammie Brown
(‘18), attended the recital
and loved it “partly because of how it showcased
[DuRoy’s] talented family
[and] showed a breadth of
historical song genre.” She
said her favorite part of DuRoy’s performance was “her
dramatic energy that contributes to her incredible
performance. Obviously she
has incredible technique
but it is also just so moving
with how much of her heart
was clearly in the music.”
Sammie will be performing her own vocal recital on
March 13. She said DuRoy’s
performance excited her for
her own recital because “it
reminded me that technique and preparation can
only go so far. Ultimately
what makes a performance

moving is how much
conviction and heart and
musicianship you pour into
the music.”
In addition to Sammie
Brown, Nabil Ince (‘18)
will give a piano recital this
upcoming Tuesday, February 27, at 7:00pm in the
chapel. Other students such
as Chapman Whitted (‘18),
Xaris Emmet (‘18), Ben
Jobson (‘18), and Amanda
Nielson (‘18) will be performing recitals in mid
April. Other music events
coming up include Didge
Evolution’s performance
on March 20 as a part of
the John Hamm Performing Arts Series, which
features Rob Thomas and
Tanya Gerard who play the
didgeridoo, an Australian
wind instrument. For more
information on the Arts
Series events and to reserve
free tickets, you can go to
the Music Department’s
page on the Covenant College website.

LOVE SONGS DON’T HAVE TO SUCK
by Chase Waller

excellent example of creative writing is the followMost love songs suck. Trust ing line: “I wish I could eat
me, it’s true. Most songs are your cancer when you turn
love songs, meaning there
black.” This is basically a
exists an absolute truckload love song trope. It’s the clasof love songs. Within that
sic “I wish I could take the
truckload there are a few
pain away from you” that
gems, but the vast majority inhabits every love song in
are either mediocre or lame. the most obvious terms,
The reason most love
but Cobain takes that cliche
songs suck is because they
concept and transforms
operate on tropes. These
it into something specific
tropes make love songs safe; and direct, which carries
we all know what to expect infinitely more story and
from a love song, so we
character than merely
write into that expectation, stating the sentiment. The
and the results are familuse of the word cancer is
iarly predictable clichés
harsh. The idea of his lover
that pass as songs. This
turning black with depresalso makes it really, really
sion and illness is eerie; yet
hard to write a love song.
somehow that is an expresAs a musician, I struggle to sion of affection.
break out of those expecAnother great
tations and clichés. I only
example of Cobain’s profireally like two out of the
ciency in this regard is in
dozens of love songs I have “About a Girl,” off of Nirvawritten.
na’s debut album, Bleach.
One band which did Cobain sings about trying
an awesome job crunching
to win the attention and
up tropes in the garbage
time of a girl. He states his
disposal was Nirvana. Nirfrustration in these very
vana is not typically associ- honest, narrative terms:
ated with love songs, partly “I’ll take advantage while
because they were so good
you hang me out to dry.” In
at writing them that their
these very simple words,
love songs don’t sound like
Cobain is taking the trope
love songs (which is kinda
of wanting to be with
the point here).
someone who doesn’t seem
A paramount exam- interested, and pumping
ple of this is “Heart-Shaped it full of frustration and
Box,” from Nirvana’s third
desire and dark passion.
and final album. The track
There’s a whole heck
is admittedly a very crude
load of other musicians
and dark love song, but it
who write love songs well.
is a love song nonetheless.
Tomorrows Tulips nuance
(The heart-shaped box here the idea of spending all
is very yonic, as accordyour time with someone
ing to Kurt Cobain’s wife
when you first start dating
Courtney Love; he sings
(or hanging out or whatabout her). However, one
ever) in their song, “Glued

to You.” Father John Misty
reverses the labored theme
of loving all the same things
as someone into a love built
on cynicism in “Chateau
Lobby #4.”
The skill all of these musicians share, which allows
them to exit Trope-Cliche
Town, U.S.A., is that they
can write outside of themselves. This difficult skill
only comes with practice,
but it is an essential piece
of a good artist. As personal as love songs are, it
is extremely important to
write from other perspectives and embrace other
contexts. Breaking out of
one’s own mind and creating a story or character
that isn’t necessarily oneself
should liberate the artist to
write whatever the heck s/
he wants.
This means not every
love song has to be perfect
or happy or cliché. There
can be a sad love song.
Or an angry one. Or a
confused one. By writing
outside their own minds,
artists create something
that is more often than not
realistic.
Part of creating characters is specificity. It isn’t
enough for a lyricist to tell
the listener how they feel or
what they think — the artist
needs to show these things
to the audience. For example, when in “Glued to You,”
Tomorrows Tulips singer
Alex Knost says, “Now I
have something to do other
than just sit in my room,”
he is creating a scene and
building the idea within
a context and story. He

doesn’t just say, “I want to
be around you all the time.”
We can glean that Knost’s
character in the song is a
loner who sits in his room
a whole lot, but now that
he’s with a lover, he finally
leaves his room. That is
subtle, but interesting.
Scenes are cool too.
Beach House uses scenes
well in their song, “Levitation.” With the lines, “You
and me with our long hair
on the gold one, after midnight we could feel it all,”
we picture a scene. There
are two people with long
hair sitting somewhere after
midnight. Those details and
that scene are relatable, but
only because they are specific. A tone is set — a nostalgic love between reckless

youths who feel like they
are levitating (hence the
name of the song) — and it
is constructed with individual scenes.
Love songs don’t have to
suck. They can tell stories.
They can nuance tropes
that everyone has heard six
billion times, and maybe draw attention to the
nature of romantic love
itself. Sometimes it’s dark,
like in “Heart-Shaped Box.”
Sometimes it’s cynical, like
“Chateau Lobby #4.” Sometimes it’s boring, like in
“Glued to You.” But experiencing those moments
and sentiments is a specific
thing, and it requires the
artist to build scenes, story,
and character.
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THE CONVERSATION ABOUT GRADES,
TALENTS, AND SELF-WORTH
by Ian Banks

Covenant students care
about their grades. This
much is obvious from a single walk through campus.
Students constantly discuss
the next assignment, quiz,
or test that is coming up or
the exam they just finished
grinding out. Sleep schedules slip through the cracks
in between the next test and
hanging out with the hall.
Covenant students are motivated to great extremes.
I was recently speaking
with a new professor who
lauded the work ethic and
brilliance of his new students as compared to those
he had taught at previous
institutions.
This motivation can
come with costs. Students
become anxious about their
work, terrified that they
might have to confront
the reality of failing a quiz,
midterm, or class. Such
terror is not conducive to a
good learning environment
and can often poison an
otherwise joyful learning

experience, sometimes
ruining entire courses or
fields of study for an individual.
In response to these
fears and anxieties, the
Covenant community
regularly reminds itself that
caring about grades is not
important and instead we
should focus on loving God
and others well. But this
reminder does not solve
the issue. Sometimes it is a
helpful encouragement to
someone with a massive test
but it can also trivialize the
struggles that students go
through over their grades.
Caught up in their work,
even very talented students
can become gripped by the
anxiety of maintaining a
G.P.A. that satisfies their
parents, their dream graduate program, or even their
own standards. Students
have to worry about meeting scholarship requirements and maintaining
sports eligibility. These are
simply some aspects of the
burdens that come with
being a student.

SPEAK FOR LIFE
by John Bush

Truths that one generation
believes without conviction
can be altogether forgotten
by the next. Forty years
ago, the PCA released a
denominational statement
saying, “Abortion clearly
falls within the purview of
the church’s ecclesiastical
responsibility to speak for
God to the state.”
But just a few weeks
ago, PCA ruling elder and
Democratic gubernatorial
candidate Andrew White
publicly declared he celebrates Roe v. Wade. The
shocking lack of protest
outside of a couple of blog
articles raises the question
of whether our Reformed
community has begun to

forget the cause of innocent
life we once championed so
steadfastly.
This is not an issue
parochial to modern
evangelicalism. Stalwart
opposition to abortion has
characterized the church’s
witness from her infancy.
John Chrysostom, one of
the greatest of the early
church’s preachers, thundered abortion was, “Something even worse than
murder.” Tertullian called
it “infanticide.” Did you
cringe at the forcefulness of
those words? It seems it is
almost a social faux pas to
be too upset about abortion
in our context. Perhaps we
are afraid to sound too political, too Republican. But
as is stressed in our classes

To trivialize concern
for grades or academic achievement does not
solve these issues; however,
silence is just as damaging.
We must discuss where we
find value, the prioritization of our work and how it
affects our community, our
self-esteem, and most particularly our relationship
with God.
First, it should be made
abundantly clear everyone
at Covenant is a person
before they are a scholar,
and no academic work
should be done at the cost
of one’s health. While staying up late for one paper
is sometimes a completely
responsible and effective
decision, habits of sleeplessness, napping, and over-caffeination can lead to many
other issues. Moreover,
anxiety, depression, and
other mental illnesses can
create feedback loops of
self-destruction potentially
fueling unhealthy academic
habits. These are tremendous issues in a community
of such academic rigor and

repute as Covenant College
and should be treated with
the gravity due to them.
But notwithstanding the
above issues, the conversation surrounding grades
needs to change. Caring for
and about one’s grades is a
practical necessity of our
calling as students. Just like
the stewards of the master’s
wealth in the Parable of the
Talents, we must use our
gifts and work to the best
of our ability. Stewarding
an investment well requires
regular review, and the
world outside of Covenant
demands assessments. This
is one of the realities of being an academic institution.
But not everyone is equally
gifted, particularly in different fields of study. Every
student should be reminded
that every proficiency and
talent is an outpouring of
God’s free grace; we have
no ownership of any part
of it. The lack of ownership
frees us to try our best, to
glory in the joy of learning,
but also to grieve the pain
of realizing our limits and

confronting our finitude.
Our conversations and
exhortations about grades
should acknowledge the
liberation that comes with
a proper understanding of
our talents. They should
acknowledge the often
unavoidable concerns that
careers, graduate schools,
scholarships, athletics, and
even natural personal pressures create. The conversation needs to recognize that
mental illness can compound these into a lethal
mixture. We need to keep
having this conversation
with the understanding that
it is right and good to care
about one’s grades but always with the reminder that
sacrificing for one’s grades
will kill you. Our talents are
not our own; we are free to
invest and free from shame
and fear. Even in the midst
of our failure, God carefully
crafts our future, our best
future, even with that failure as a crucial part of it.

and school events, justice
is not a matter of politics;
it is a demand of the resurrected and ascended Christ
who reigns in heaven and
on earth. This is true of
racial justice, it is true of
economic justice, and it is
certainly true of justice for
the unborn.
There is close to a consensus at our school that
abortion is the murderous taking of an innocent
human life. But why is this
consensus so often left
unspoken? If we actually
believe our church’s position on abortion, we are
near-silent spectators to one
of the worst atrocities in
human history. Our hearts
ought to break daily under
the weight of injustice. We

have no right to forget. As
Elie Wiesel said, “To forget
the dead would be akin to
killing them a second time.”
This is all the more the case
since murder in American
society happens with the
protection of our legal system and the approbation of
our cultural elites.
If we want to be part
of a campus and church
which speaks on behalf of
the voiceless in society, we
cannot neglect the unborn.
If we continue to hold these
convictions with silence,
almost with apology, it will
not be long before Andrew
White is the norm, not
the exception. Now is the
time to speak out for life.
Speaking for life means not
being ashamed of own our

convictions even in socially
uncomfortable situations.
And it means speaking, not
only to each other, but to
the sovereign Christ whose
Spirit knits together the
infants our nation rends.
Only then will Covenant
College remain a place
where life is treasured and
justice fought for.
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GOD AND COUNTRY
by Michael Nemati
In recent social issues, the
concern of a Christian’s
involvement and devotion
to their country has been
a recurring theme. From
kneeling for the National
Anthem, to immigration,
to refugees, it’s not uncommon to hear from fellow
believers our loyalty is to
God and His kingdom, not
the United States. There are
some who think of America
as a country with a rich history of freedom now threatened by dangerous political
ideas. The truth is, America
never has been perfect and
never will be, but that is
beside the point; nothing
on this earth will ever be
perfect. The real question is:
can a nation with a checkered past of hypocrisy and
sin glorify God?
Frequently, Jesus’ high
priestly prayer is referenced
as to why Christians should
avoid undue loyalty to the
US: “They are not of the
world, just as I am not of
the world” (John 17:14).
To be in the world, but
not of the world is much
easier said than done. How
involved is too involved?
My fear in light of this
difficulty is the phrase “not
of this world” has become

a moral bludgeon by those
who find patriotic displays
distasteful. While this tends
to be in response to Christians who appear to put
patriotism over piety, the
response to one extreme
should never be another extreme; rather, we are called
to proclaim the truth.
To claim Christians
shouldn’t respect or love the
country they live in because
they belong to the kingdom
of God is to deny Christ
is making all things new.
Abraham Kuyper wrote
our beliefs as Christians
should be manifested in the
institutions of our nations.
The relegation of Christ to
kingship over the spiritual only, and not over the
temporal also, is completely
counter to the gospel. All
authority has been given
to Christ in heaven and on
earth, and he has reconciled
to himself all things by the
cross of Calvary. It is in the
spiritual realm the Holy
Spirit softens and sanctifies
men’s hearts, but it is in the
temporal realm that men
live, sin, and hear the call to
be saved. The gospel is the
good news of the Kingdom
of God, not a therapeutic
personal belief. It is too

powerful to not affect the
nations and institutions
around believers.
God’s people belong
ultimately to God’s kingdom, but every believer on
earth dwells under governing authorities and nations.
How must a believer reconcile these truths? Abraham Kuyper proclaimed
“there is not a square inch
in the whole domain of
our human existence over
which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not
cry, Mine!” God created
this world, and before the
Fall, he declared that it was
good. In Genesis 1:28, God
purposed mankind with
going forth, multiplying
and subduing the Earth:
that is, building institutions
and stewarding the earth —
a mandate that continues
despite the Fall. This doesn’t
mean perfect nations, institutions, or people will dwell
on this earth before Christ
returns, but our commission is to “make straight
the way for the Lord.” The
kingdom of God is at hand,
and we are meant to prepare for the coming King
by transforming society and
redeeming culture.
When you survey the

Old Testament, God’s chosen people consistently turn
their backs on God, yet
God continuously redeems
them. When the people of
Israel were exiled in Babylon, Jeremiah writes, “Seek
the welfare of the city where
I have sent you into exile,
and pray to the LORD on
its behalf, for in its welfare
you will find your welfare”
(Jeremiah 29:7). This command might appall those
who feel discriminated
against and cheated by their
country, but I would remind you God is Sovereign
over the entire universe.
The “welfare of the city”
is not determined by the
governing authorities of a
nation. God is the only lawgiver, judge, and arbiter of
goodness. Thus, as believers
we seek to transform and
redeem the environment
Jesus has called us into,
including nations and cultures, in preparation for the
kingdom.
In my freshman year
at Covenant, I remember
hearing in Christian Mind
that Americans tend to
take 2 Chronicles 7:14 out
of context: “If my people
who are called by my name
humble themselves, and

pray and seek my face and
turn from their wicked
ways, then I will hear from
heaven and will forgive
their sin and heal their
land.” God’s people are the
Israelites, not Americans,
I was told. And yet, I have
always disagreed with this
perspective. It’s not that I
believe America is the new
Israel, God’s chosen people.
Rather, I believe our commission is to “make disciples of all nations,” including the US. While not every
person will accept Christ as
their savior, we must extend
the gospel in hope that the
Holy Spirit will move their
hearts. I pray America will
become a nation that turns
to God and pursues Him. I
would never venture to say
this country is perfect, but
I hope and pray in my lifetime I can bring this nation
one step closer to following
God’s will, not the whims of
human authority.
God is sovereign over
this nation, whether the
US recognizes it or not.
The purpose of the church
within this country, and
every country, is to seek its
welfare, to pursue justice,
and to advance the kingdom of Christ.

PUGH REVIEW: CONGA LATIN RESTAURANT
by Anna Pugh

After all of the delicious
ethnic foods at Culture
Fest, I was excited to head
to Conga to get some
much-needed Latin food.
I have a favorite Latin
restaurant in D.C., but have
craved it while being in
Chattanooga, sometimes to
the point of making homemade pupusas in my dorm
kitchen. Located on Main
Street, Conga satisfies that
craving and packs in the
flavor. The atmosphere of
this small eatery is set with
simple décor, lively Latin
music, and a Frida Kahlo painting staring at you
while you eat.
The meal begins with
fresh plantain chips with a
unique sauce duo. There is a
tangy mango and jalapeño
sauce that is heavy on the
heat paired with a simple
parsley and onion relish.
Those bold flavors on top of
the sweet plantain chips is
an automatic winner — and
that’s just the complementary chips! Flavors go up a
level if you add in a side of
guacamole (yes, like Chipotle, it’s extra) which feature
hearty slices of perfectly
ripe avocado. Talk about
addictive.

If you are unsure about
what to order, the staff
are friendly and eager
to suggest some of their
favorites. My go-to at any
Latin restaurant are the
pupusas. I consider myself
a pupusa connoisseur at
this point. The Pork and
Cheese Pupusas at Conga
are up there with some of
the best. At just $5 for two,
this grilled mesa patty is
stuffed with flavorful pork
carnitas and a generous
amount of cheese. They are
served steaming hot with a
side of simple cabbage and
carrot slaw to add a neces-

sary crunch and brightness
to the whole dish. I add
some of that spicy mango
sauce on top, and then I
have all that I need in life.
The plates of beans and
rice come unadorned, but
are delicious when paired
with a soft, sweet roasted
plantain that melts in your
mouth. Finishing off the
meal with dessert, I go for
the Guayaba and Cheese
Empanada. The perfectly
fried, golden brown dough
is filled with guayaba jam
and balanced by a bit of
cheese to create a perfect
sticky, fruit-filled, semi-

sweet end to the meal.
With fresh, warm,
comforting flavors, Conga
is quickly becoming one of
my go-to spots in Chattanooga for something a little
different. Liberal portions
only fifteen minutes away
with quick service and food
within a college price range,
it is a perfect place to go
with friends on rainy February afternoons. What’s
more, becoming acquainted
with Latin food is a great
way to gain inspiration for
new flavors to try out at
home. Conga Latin Restaurant is a great addition to

the Chattanooga food scene
because it is one of the few
establishments offering
these unique flavors at a
perfect price. So don’t wait
another year for the next
Culture Fest to fix your Latin food craving — just head
to Conga this weekend and
load up on some pupusas!

