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QUALITY
ENHANCEMENT PLAN
by Greer McCollum

LOWER ENROLLMENT, LOWER BUDGET
by Amber Glecier
Covenant’s enrollment is
lower than expected for
the second year in a row.
As a result, Covenant’s
budget required strategic
re-evaluating. Covenant is
tuition dependent, which
means that 87% of the college’s revenue is from tuition, room, and board.
In order to make up
for this deficit from lower enrollment, the budget
cut included eliminating
8 staff positions. Enrollment of new students for
this fall is currently about
294 students and is almost
the same as last year. But
what does the budget look

INTRODUCING
DR. BAEK
by Mackenzie Jones
This year, Covenant College installed three new
professors, one of whom
is Dr. Jiewon Baek, assistant professor of foreign
language. Baek currently teaches two sections of
French 101 and one section of French 310, French
Conversations.
Dr. Baek is originally
from Seoul, South Korea,
but calls Roanoke, Virginia her home. She earned
her Bachelor’s in French
and studio art from Emory and Henry and her
Master’s in French and
Francophone studies from
Virginia Tech. She also
achieved her Doctorate in
French studies with a concentration in moving im-

like for this year?
Dan Wykoff, vice president for finance and operations and CFO at Covenant, explains that the
budget will not have a significant change from last
year. Wykoff says that the
college is working hard
to “spend strategically”
in order to maintain the
budget.
As of now, the budget
is in the process of being
finalized and will not be
complete until the end of
September. This is when
there will be a final number of total enrolled students.
Last year’s financial
plan included cutting the

budget for Covenant’s
athletic department. Although student enrollment
decreased,
the
amount of student athletes
did not. Forty percent of
new students are athletes
and thirty-three percent
of returning students are
athletes as well.
The budget for the
2016-2017 school year
was adjusted in order to
add more to the athletic
department budget. With
this money, Covenant
added a Track and Field
team, but also discontinued the women’s golf
team. Wykoff explains this
as part of “spending strategically.”

age studies from the University of Minnesota while
simultaneously teaching
there. She also spent two
years in Paris, the first
teaching and the second
conducting research work.
In addition to teaching, Dr. Baek enjoys reading French philosophy,
watching cinema, and,
when she has a lot of free
time, she likes to paint.
Although Dr. Baek has
traveled to various different countries, Paris is a
city she holds close in her
heart. She even tries to go
back every summer.
When asked about her
transition to Covenant,
Dr. Baek claimed it was
“a long journey.” Dr. Baek
reflects back to working
on her Doctorate saying,
“I had a certain picture in
my head of where I would
like to work, and in every
single aspect, Covenant
was the total opposite.”

Apparently, before Dr.
Baek was even looking
for a job, a good friend
mentioned Covenant and
how the college would be
a perfect fit for her. Dr.
Baek admits she scoffed at
the idea of a small, liberal
arts, Christian college. Yet,
Dr. Baek stresses how God
clearly had other plans
because, when the announcement was released
for a position at Covenant she said, “My mouth
dropped open because the
timing was incredible.”
She laid down her
dream of living in New
York City and moved to
Chattanooga in June. Up
until that point, she had
held to her desire of being a Christian scholar
who stands out in the secular academia, to which
Covenant would offer no
such challenge. Now, she
explains, God is revealing how her plans could

Even though there
were many staff cuts last
year, Dr. Rush was added
to the growing economics department and Dr.
Heath Garris was hired
as the new Biology professor. A grounds keeper
was also hired to care for
Covenant’s 400-plus acres,
which now includes Grace
Presbyterian Church’s 8
acres that was recently
given to the college. The
safety and security budget
was also increased.
The target goal of new
students, whether it be
freshmen or transfers, entering in the Fall of 2016
is about 310 students. AlCONTINUED ON PAGE 2

be fulfilled in ways she
had not previously imagined; more and more, she
is being exposed to how
the Covenant community
actively integrates scholarship and faith.
Additionally, she finds
experiences in the class-

Covenant’s
reaccreditation process for membership within the Southern
Association of Colleges
and Schools Commission
on Colleges—commonly
referred to as SACS—is
well underway.
SACS is recognized as
the regional accreditation
agency for colleges and
universities offering associate, baccalaureate, and
graduate degrees. As part
of the reaccreditation,
the college must submit
a Quality Enhancement
Plan (QEP) this upcoming February and have it
approved. The cycle from
one QEP to the next takes
about ten years, according
to English Professor Sarah Huffines who is on the
current QEP committee,
with around half of those
years given to the creation
and implementation of the
Plan.
SACs describes a QEP
to be “carefully designed
and focused course of
action that addresses a
well-defined topic or issue(s) related to enhancing student learning.”
During the last cycle, Covenant focused on increasing the student body’s intercultural
competence
with a QEP entitled “Who
is My Neighbor.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

room “tremendously freeing” by having the opportunity to discuss cultural
study and questions of political and ethnic identity
within a biblical framework.
Although Dr. Baek
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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QEP

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Covenant chose a different focus this time around
with the selection of a
proposal submitted by
Professor Huffines, Dr.
Davis, and Dr. Haddad
last Fall titled “Improving
Undergraduate Reading
and Writing Skills.”
Since its selection, the
QEP has evolved from one
that focuses on improving
both reading and writing skills to one that will
primarily develop reading
skills. Professor Huffines
credits this move to the
vastness of both topics
and a desire to sufficiently
address one or the other.
She describes the QEP to
be focused on how students “read and interact
with texts”—a concern
that Professors have identified through classroom
discussions and that student responses during
past Assessment Days
have revealed. The QEP
will encourage thorough
and meaningful reading

practices within the student population, which
will in turn hopefully enhance students’ abilities to
interact with texts in writing.
Huffines asks, “Is there
a way in our classroom
practices to encourage
students to actually do the
reading, to read with deep
comprehension, to analyze and have a substantial understanding of the

reading, and to then discuss in class?”
She believes, though, that
there are many reasons
students do not come to
class ready to discuss the
assigned reading—it is not
just that students do not
have any desire to do the
reading.
“It’s certainly not my
hope that students come
away from this feeling
there is so much more

STUDENT APARTMENTS
UPDATE
by Kristie Jaya
Forget a new water
fountain, a flat-screen TV,
or a massive renovation.
The student apartments
might not get a facelift,
but they are getting two
DCs and a president. Prior to this semester, the
apartments have had one
RA and shared an RD with
Andreas.
The two DCs are Katie
and Emily Kinzer, juniors
who both transferred
from Calvin College last
year. The Kinzer twins
will work closely with
the apartments’ Resident
Assistant Lydia Berglar.
As for the Student Apartments President, Senate
has sent an application for
candidates to apply.
“The president will
receive a small budget.
Once we know who the
president is, it’s going to
be really helpful and we
can start planning events,”
Berglar said.
The Kinzers are already starting a prayer
and praise and planned to
do it every other week.
“Our hope is that
the Student Apartments
would be a place on campus that is defined by
service and unity, a place
that emanates the light of
Christ, and a place that

understands, experiences,
and takes advantage of the
power of prayer,” said the
twins, who set Philippians
1:20-21 as the theme for
the year ahead.
Berglar herself has
made some strides towards
improving the apartment
community. The laundry
room, a shack at the north
end of the apartment, has
been rearranged and redecorated.
“The laundry room
definitely has its quirks,
… but Lydia did a great
job at making it a cozier
and more welcoming environment for people to
spend time in, especially
if it’s a big group,” Emily
Kinzer said.
Hannah Bloomquist,
RD of the Apartments,
along with Berglar has
been planning some bigger events. “There is an
ongoing conversation of
what to do with the budget,” Berglar said. One
of the ideas Berglar had
been brewing is to make
an event in collaboration
with the halls in transitional housing.
However, while the
staff is pushing for more
events, some may argue
that one of the reasons
students move to the
apartments is to enjoy
more freedom and getting

to do,” said Huffines. Instead, she believes that
there are ways to take the
current reading practices
of the college and make
them more efficient. In
her own classes, for instance, she has been more
intentional about asking
questions that are directed
at encouraging discussion.
She is also more proactive
about highlighting what to
focus on in a reading prior

to assigning that reading.
SACS requires that the
QEP’s objectives and goals
be measurable. Covenant’s
QEP committee plans to
measure the results using direct and indirect
methods. Professor observation in classrooms,
added questions to course
evaluations, and surveys
measuring reading engagement and proficiency
during Assessment Day
are all options.
Currently, the QEP
committee has a full rough
draft written that includes
a description of the QEP
selection and creation
process, a justification of
the topic, a literature review, an assessment plan,
and an action plan. Assuming SACS accepts the
QEP, it will be implemented starting in the Fall of
2017.
The current QEP writing committee includes
Professor Huffines, Dr.
Davis, Dr. Pennington,
Dr. Yue, Dr. Hall, and Dr.
Karen Nelson.

FACULTY QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“When I was born they spanked my mother!”
-Dr. Dennison

away from crowded student hall life.
“The nice thing about
being in the apartments
is that it’s close enough
to walk to campus events,
but there’s enough distance that I can choose
which events to attend,” a
student said, who wished
to remain anonymous. “I
enjoyed hall life but it’s
time to come away from
campus.”
Another student stated
that many students moved
not to get away from hall
life, but simply because of
financial purposes.
“I think that people
can choose to not participate, but having events
will let people who move
for financial purposes
be more engaged. People hardly see each other
down here,” said another
anonymous student.
Apart from events,
Berglar hopes that a student apartment president
position in the senate will
provide better representation for the student apartments. After all, “[We]
could be easily forgotten,”
Berglar said.

BUDGET CUTS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

though 294 is only a sixteen student difference, it
makes a significant difference on a tuition dependent budget.
A new application
process has been forced
in attempt to increase the
number of prospective
students to start and finish their application. This
past summer, the technology department built an
online application portal
for students to apply to the
college rather than having
to snail mail every part of
the application to the college. The online portal is
currently open to students
applying for admittance in
the Fall of 2017.
During Spring semester, Covenant hosts
a scholarship weekend
for prospective students
to come and compete for
scholarships. In order to
try and increase the new
student enrollment in the
Fall, Covenant will now be
hosting two scholarship
weekends throughout the
year.
Scott Schindler, director of admissions, explains
that with two scholarship
weekends, the window
for applying and competing for scholarships will
be bigger as competitive
scholarship opportunities
has increased.
The goal is to have
more admitted students
come and compete for

scholarships and open
up more opportunities
for these prospective students.
In an attempt to increase enrollment and
avoid future budget cuts,
Wykoff says that there
will be more focus on
marketing for the college.
Marketing includes the
communication of what
Covenant College is all
about and the “story” the
college wants to tell. This
year, two members were
added to the Advancement Team to help fundraise for Covenant. Covenant will continue to work
hard at increasing enrollment so no further budget
cuts will have to be made.

DR. BAEK

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
said she did not come
here by choice, but directly through God’s will, her
expectations about Covenant were exceeded. She
quotes Ephesians 3:20,
which states, “Now to him
who is able to do far more
abundantly than all that we
ask or think, according to
the power at work within
us…” (ESV). What stands
out to her about Covenant
is how it is a place where
believers, all part of local
churches, come together to
represent the bigger, global church body. Through
Covenant, she’s learning
how her scholarly studies
can coincide with her faith
in a way she could not
have earlier conceived.
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MARK DAVID
CHAPMAN
by Anna Smith
Every year, freshmen
flood our campus and
soon learn the legends and
rumors of Covenant, from
tunnels under Carter to
secret marijuana-growing
operations in Maclellan
or Founders. One of the
more verifiable legends,
however, is the story of
Covenant’s arguably most
infamous student: John
Lennon’s killer.
Mark David Chapman
fatally shot John Lennon,
co-founder of the Beatles, in New York City on
December 8, 1980. Only
a few years before, Chapman had been enrolled
as a student at Covenant
College. Chapman attended Covenant for just
one semester. The college’s Wikipedia page lists
Chapman as a “notable
alumnus” even though he
never graduated.
Mark David Chapman
apparently came to Covenant College to be with his
girlfriend. According to a
1980 WDEF News 12 clip,
he was enrolled during the
Spring semester of 1976
and lived in Belz Hall.
Jack Muller, who was an
assistant professor of Psychology and Sociology at

03
the time said, “He came
because a girl he liked was
a student here. She was
a Sociology major. She
asked me, ‘I think my boyfriend will be coming here
as a student, will you be
his advisor?’”
Muller said, “I never
had him as a student. I do
remember meeting with
him and his girlfriend for
premarital
counseling,
maybe twice.” Muller said
that the couple eventually
broke up.
Mary Anna Belz (’78)
remembers Chapman as
“one of the people who
would be in the lobby
and playing guitar and
hanging out. He was one
of those people that you
wondered when they did
their homework.”
Muller recalled that
Chapman took three,
four-hour courses, the
minimum to be a full time
student. “My guess is he
was only here because of
this girl and maybe the
pretty campus,” Muller
said, noting that Chapman had been influenced
by Christianity before his
semester at Covenant.
Muller says of the
shooting, “I never saw this
coming. There was nothing I could tell [that was]
different about him. We
were very surprised when
all that happened.”
Andrew Belz (‘77),
the public relations di-

rector at the time of the
shooting, remembers the
aftermath. Journalist Arthur Matthews, who had
worked with The Presbyterian Journal and Christianity Today, and who
was the brother of Craig
Lyon, called him. “ He
said, ‘I don’t know if you
know this, Andrew, but
the person who just shot
John Lennon was one of
your students.’ Arthur
Matthews was a confidant
of Chapman’s girlfriend in
Atlanta. He knew media
and knew how to handle
this situation. She went to
him and he helped,”said
Belz.
On his way up to
New York to kill Lennon,
Chapman, according to
Belz, apparently stopped
on a layover in Atlanta to
see his former girlfriend,
even though he had married another woman the
year before. Belz said, “We
fielded dozens of calls
from major media outlets who wanted to know
the name of Mark David
Chapman’s girlfriend. We
would not divulge that.
They never did get her
name. I felt good about
that. I think she appreciated that very much.”
Belz said, “It was the
more tawdry newspapers
that were eager to get her
name.” Belz remembered
one call from the New
York Post: “He asked the

IN CASE YOU
MISSED IT
by McKenzie Barham
Tennessee Riverwalk
Extension Completed
Looking for something
fun to do on the weekends
that doesn’t cost money?
It might be time to check
out the new, 3 mile extension to the Tennessee
Riverwalk, which opened
Aug. 12, 2016. The extension begins at the end
of M.L. King Boulevard,
near Cameron Harbor,
and ends at the base of our
very own Lookout Mountain, where you can continue your trek on a number of mountain trails.
The Riverwalk is a
12 ft wide, concrete path
that follows the Tennessee
River from the Chickamauga Dam down to Ross’s
Landing and is a popular
biking, walking, and running trail. The $16 million
extension project features
the river and mountains
on one side, and on the
other side is a tour of some
of Chattanooga’s industrial buildings.
To coincide with the
extension, a new app, The
Tennessee Riverpark, was
released by NeoTreks Inc.
to enhance the historic
and educational interpretative opportunities along
the Tennessee Riverpark.
The app includes interactive maps, virtual history

tours and fun facts about
the many points of interests along the Riverwalk.
It is available for iOS and
Android.
The goal of the Riverwalk is to connect people
with communities they
might not have known
about otherwise and to encourage outdoor activity.
Other planned expansions
include a connection to
Alton Park and St. Elmo.
(For other awesome Chattanooga projects check
out the Arts section!)
timesfreepress.com
Ooltewah Update
All three defendants in
the Ooltewah rape case
were found guilty - one
was convicted of aggravated rape and the other two
of aggravated assault. The
former Ooltewah basket-

ball players were charged
with raping a freshman
player with a pool cue
during a team trip to Gatlinburg in December. The
freshman was hospitalized
and required emergency
surgery. All three defendants were tried as juveniles in the Sevier County,
Tenn. and their files will
remain sealed.
Ooltewah High School
faced public scrutiny after
a report found that “a culture of bullying and hazing
existed on the Ooltewah
High School boy’s basketball team for months,
maybe even years, before
the pool-cue rape of [the]
freshman player.”
Four men were tried in
connection with the case,
including head basketball coach Andre “Tank”
Montgomery,
assistant
coach Karl Williams,
Ooltewah Athletic Direc-

name of the girlfriend. I
said, ‘We’re not giving that
out.’ He said, ‘We’re just
flushing out details.’ I said,
‘That’s a good word for
your news.’ He said, ‘Oh,
so you’ve seen our newspaper.’ He as much as admitted it was [a non-reputable news source].”
Belz appears briefly in
the WDEF News 12 clip as
a spokesperson for Covenant College. In the video, he says that Chapman
was a declared Sociology major but took only
freshman core courses.
Looking back, Belz says,
“I think we gave probably
a little bit more informa-

tion than we would today.
Students today have more
privacy. I can’t even see
my own kid’s grades.”
The legend of John
Lennon’s killer lives on
at Covenant. Some students claim to have found
his name in the top of
pre-construction Carter
Tower, though it’s unclear
whether Chapman wrote
it there himself or someone else did later on.
According to CNN,
Chapman was recently denied parole for the ninth
time, on the grounds that
the crime was “premeditated and celebrity-seeking in nature.”

tor Allard “Jesse” Nayadley, and Gatlinburg Police
Detective Rodney Burns.
Williams’ charges were
dropped because he was
not provided training on
how to report child sexual
abuse. Nayadley’s charges
of failure to report child
sexual abuse will be erased
from his record after 10
hours of community service, training and good
behavior.
Montgomery also faces
charges of failure to report
child sexual abuse, while
Burns is being tried for
aggravated perjury, due to
untruthful testimony and
failure to report child sexual abuse. Both men are
pleading not guilty.
timesfreepress.com/
ooltewah

segregation of worshipers
by race.”
According to Jemar
Tisby,
president
and
co-founder of the Reformed African American
Network, the statement
is distinctive: “The PCA
formally addressed slavery almost a decade and
a half ago, but it failed to
mention anything about
the much more recent and
close-to-home issue of the
Civil Rights Movement.
Overture 43 corrects that
defect and says, ‘during
the Civil Rights period,
there were founding denominational leaders and
churches who not only
failed to pursue racial reconciliation but also actively worked against it in
both church and society.’”
This has certainly
been a troubling chapter
in the PCA’s history but
Overture 43 could be an
important step in the right
direction. The confession
was coupled with Overtures 44 and 45, which approved a “Unity Fund: to
help raise up future generations of godly, reformed
African American and
other minority Ruling and
Teaching Elders…” and
the formation of a racial
reconciliation study committee to “provide concrete, practical steps for
individual churches and
the denomination.”

PCA Moves Toward
Racial Reconciliation
If you were outside of the
PCA world this summer,
you might not have heard
about the 44th General
Assembly of the PCA, held
in Mobile, Alabama, June
2016. During the assembly, Overture 43: “Pursuing Racial Reconciliation
and the Advance of the
Gospel” was approved by
a vote of 861-123, with 23
abstaining.
Overture 43 confesses,
condemns and repents “of
corporate and historical
sins, including those committed during the Civil https://www.raanetwork.
Rights era, and continu- org/reflections-pcas-overing racial sins of ourselves ture-racial-reconciliation/
and our fathers such as the
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WOMAN’S GOLF:
A PROGRAM FOR
THE HISTORY
BOOKS
by Lydia Berglar
Something is missing
from the Athletic Department this year, although
not many students may
be aware of it. After eight
seasons, and a noble effort from everyone involved, the Women’s Golf
Program was officially
discontinued in July. Ultimately, a lack of interest from women golfers
has made it impossible to
sustain a team. A look at
the history of the program
proves that cutting the
team was the best possible
decision.
The history of the
women’s team began in
2008. Tom Schreiner took
a position as the head golf
coach in 2006, at which
point only a men’s program
existed. Two years later, in
2008, he began building a
women’s team. Over eight
years the Athletic Department focused a significant
amount of energy into
developing the women’s
program, and one notable
player produced from the
program is Jordan Stern.
Stern, (formerly Agate),
played in the 2011 NCCAA National Championships and experienced
great success throughout
her time playing for Covenant. Despite the success of Jordan and other

talented players, the program never gained much
momentum. According to
Schreiner, Covenant has
never taken more than two
players to tournaments.
By NCAA standards, a
roster should include at
least six players, but Covenant’s roster has never
been filled. This means
that there have never been
enough quality players to
compete in tournaments,
putting Covenant at a disadvantage. Schreiner left
the coaching position in
2011, and for the next few
years the program transitioned through three other coaches, with Jack Belote being the most recent.
Last semester, Coach Belote was approached by
multiple colleges interested in hiring him, and this
initiated a discussion in
the Athletic Department
regarding the women’s
program. After Belote accepted a position as head
coach for Millsaps College, Covenant’s Athlet-

INTRODUCING
COACH CULVER

from Lookout Mountain
was the icing on the cake
for me. How do you say
“no” to all that? You don’t!

by Luke Harvey
Perhaps you’ve recently
seen Kobe Bryant gracing
the grounds of our beautiful campus; be ye not
confused. What you may
initially believe to be the
Black Mamba is, in actuality, our very own Covenant Men’s Basketball
Coach Arte Culver. I was
able to ask Coach Culver
a few questions in order
that we as a campus community might get to know
him a little better.
Q. What factors attracted
you to covenant?
A. Covenant is a unique
trifecta of great academics,
great people, and a basketball program that has
experienced some success
and is trending upward.
As I went through the interview process I found
myself more attracted
to the school the more I
learned about Covenant
and interacted with the
people that I’d be working
with. Stepping on campus and taking in the view

ic Department made the
decision to cut the team.
Tom Schreiner is once
again coaching the men’s
golf team, but only part
time. Schreiner is taking
on the Men’s Golf Team
in addition to his full time
job as Director of Business
Operations, and simply
does not have enough energy or time to commit to
giving the Women’s Golf
Program the attention it
needs. The lack of interest
has not changed since the
inception of the women’s
team, and this year’s team
would have consisted of
only two players. According to Schreiner, the landscape of NCAA women’s
golf needs to change if
Covenant is going to restart the program. Women’s golf across the NCAA
lacks the interest needed
for teams to compete at a
collegiate level. Tim Sceggel, Covenant’s Athletic
Director, noted that many
NCAA golf scholarships
go unused at colleges

been a second family for
me, and I hope to create
a family atmosphere. In
10 years, when I talk with
former players, we won’t
Q. How long have you talk a ton about wins and
been coaching for and losses, but the relationship
where were you previous- can last a lifetime. Winly?
ning conference would be
nice, too!
A. I got into coaching immediately after I graduat- Q. Do you typically run a
ed college so it’s been 10 transition offense or half
years or so, and that has court set?
included lots of stops in
between then and now. I A. The short answer is yes.
was at Texas A&M-Cor- When people see us play I
pus Christi for a year as hope people see an uptemthe video and scholastic po style. As a team we will
coordinator. Most recent- play hard, fast, smart, and
ly I was an assistant coach will have a lot of fun on
at Wheaton College for both ends of the floor.
two years. I’ve learned a
lot at each of the stops,
and looking back I am Q. Are you married (do
thankful for the journey you have any kids...age/
that’s led me to Covenant names)?
College.
A. I am. I think one of
Q. Other than default, my strengths as a coach
‘winning a conference is recruiting, and my wife
championship,’ what are would be Exhibit A! We
some other goals for this have three little ones, Tedyear?
dy (6), Aaron (4), and Annie (2).
A. My first goal is to get
to know our players better Q. Favorite NBA team?
and establishing meaningful relationships with A. I’m a big Lebron James
everyone in our program. fan, so I have to say the
Basketball has always Cavs!

across the nation, meaning that there are simply
not enough women golfers competing at the collegiate level. Without quality players, a team cannot
compete at tournaments
effectively, and in Covenant’s case, there were
not enough players at all.
Therefore, competing at a
collegiate level was impossible.
Ellie Blauw, a junior at
Covenant, fondly remembers her two years on the
Covenant golf team. After growing up surrounded by golf, she began to
play competitively her junior year of high school.
She joined her brother,
Nick Blauw, at Covenant
and became a key piece
on the Women’s Team for
her freshman and sophomore years. Belote called
her over the summer letting her know of his transition, and Kyle Taylor
called later on to let her
know that the team had
been discontinued. The

Athletic Department graciously offered to cover
entrance fees to tournaments and gave Ellie access to the golf course.
According to Blauw, golf
is not a sport that students
can begin playing on a
whim, and; therefore, it is
hard to spark interest in
college-aged students unless they played competitively in high school. Ellie
said, “Some of my fondest
memories are from playing golf with my brother
during my freshman year
at Covenant. I have gained
so many valuable relationships from the men’s and
women’s golf teams.”
Covenant
originally
began the women’s program because of the success that the men’s team
experienced. This year,
the men’s program has a
full roster and anticipates
a successful season, but
without the companionship of the women’s team.
Sceggel noted that cutting
the team will not cause an
issue with Title IX Gender Equity. There is no
male counterpart to the
women’s volleyball team,
so there are equal athletic opportunities for both
genders. The Track and
Field Program, now in its
second year, provides another opportunity in an
area where women have
shown a far greater interest. For now, the Athletic
Department has no plans
to restart the women’s golf
team, but everyone involved in the past decade
certainly gave it their best
shot, leaving it a program
for the history books.

A. We play a very demanding schedule. I’m
excited for the challenge,
and I think our guys are
A. Coach Schauer is the as well. They are working
head coach at Wheaton, hard to build on last year’s
and I admire him as a success.
coach and friend. He is a
man that is very loyal to
his assistants, exemplifies Q. Would you rather have
integrity, and I learned a a popcorn kernel stuck in
ton under him. It was cer- your throat for the rest of
tainly bittersweet to leave your life or always have
Wheaton largely due to Cheeto fingers? (You
our relationship.
can’t wash it off )
Q. Favorite college coach?
Why?

A. I think I’d go with the
Q. What are you most ex- Cheeto fingers and wear
cited about for this up- gloves all the time. I don’t
coming season?
see any solution to the kernel in the throat dilemma.
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COVENANT THEATRE PRESENTS:

THE BALD SOPRANO

by Molly Hulsey
The acclaimed avant garde comedy, The Bald Soprano, will make a brief
appearance on the Covenant College stage this
2016-2017 season, ripping
tired tropes into a confetti of non sequiturs and
nonsensical hilarity. The
play, written by absurdist
playwright Eugéne Ionesco, toys with the differences between speaking
and talking, hearing and
listening––and the chaos
inspired by miscommunication.

at some point,” says director and theater professor
Camille Hallstrom. The
Bald Soprano, a well-circulated classic, has worn
many hats over the years,
but Hallstrom hopes to
crown the production
with its most light hearted
if not bizarre toupé.
The Bald Soprano begins
with the necessary ingredients for any living room
comedy: two married couples, a grandfather clock,
two armchairs, a maid,
and an unsuspected visitor. But, that’s where the
similarities end.

“I don’t know if farce is the
right word, but at least you And if the dialogue sounds
will hurt yourself laughing like it was copied from an

PARTY IN THE
PASSAGEWAYS
by Zach Jones
You will never look at an
urban alley the same way
again.
Five teams of artists
unveiled their art and
technology installations
in four downtown Chattanooga alleyways last
month at “Party in the
Passageways,” an event
showcasing the newly
transformed urban spaces with local arts performances and cuisine.
“This feels like a new
Chattanooga. To be honest, I haven’t been this excited about downtown in
a long time,” said Orchard
Village resident, Emily
Hansma. “I think they’re
really onto something
great.”
The five exhibits, located in four blocks between W 5th Street and W
7th Street, transform each
alley into an artistic space
to be enjoyed by locals,
seen by tourists, and used
for events.
River City Company
and American Institute of
Architects Tennessee (AIA
TN) collaborated to host
the August 24 gathering.

With over 500 attendees,
the event was the culmination of “Passageways:
Activating the Urban Alley through Architecture,”
a three-month-long design competition.
A design jury of five
acclaimed architects from
around the country distilled over 70 entries into
24 semi-finalists. Several
local artists and community leaders then selected
the five finalists after evaluating detailed reports
from the semi-finalists.
“Stargaze” by Brooklyn art collective HEAVY,
located at 715 Market
Street, is a system of interconnected light beacons
suspended above the alley,
mimicking the Chattanooga night sky.
Chattanooga-based
Team GFB created “Garden Grass [Inversions],”
a thick cluster of locally
sourced bamboo suspended above the alley at 730
Cherry Street.
“Stage Genesis,” also
located at 715 Market
Street, is an interactive
soundscape installation by
Chattanooga-based Team
120 and Studio Mindstride
that responds to visitors’
movements with music.
“Neural Alley” is a pixelated mural of colorful
blocks on both sides of the
alley at 721 Broad Street
and is both interactive and

English primer like Fun from the absurd dialogue,
with Dick and Jane, it’s be- the spontaneity of it all
cause it was.
the actions and reactions
as well: Somebody will say
“Ionesco was this Roma- something random, then
nian sitting in a Paris ho- somebody will say sometel trying to learn English thing more random and it
with one of those phrase- just builds on itself !”
books and you know how
absurd-sounding
those The Bald Soprano plays
phrases are,” says Hall- Friday, September 30th
strom. “That’s what gave and Saturday, October 1st
him the idea for this play.” at 8 p.m., Friday, October
7th at 6:30, and Saturday,
Junior Abigail DeGraaf October 8th at 2:30. Tickplaying
hostess
Mrs. ets will be $7 for adults
Smith says the production and $5 for seniors, stureminds her of the confu- dents, and staff. Viewsion at a family reunion ers can also attend a final
where all the in-laws meet dress rehearsal Thursday,
for the first time.
September 29th with $5
tickets for adults and $3
“The play doesn’t make for seniors, students, and
sense and that’s why it’s staff. To reserve tickets
so funny,” says DeGraaf. or ask any questions, call
“There will definitely be the box office at 706-419some humor coming from 1051 or boxoffice@covethe blocking and staging, nant.edu.
but the majority will come

ODE TO
GENE
WILDER
by Teresa Harwood
In Milwaukee was born a
boy
By name of Jerome Silberman;
With blue eyes wide like
bubblegum
His life became only Wilder.
With minor roles in theater
His career began without
shine;
So he studied England’s
Shakespeare,
And then, his life became
Wilder.
They asked Jerome in
Bonnie’s Clyde
To take a part and make a
start
Of multiple careers in art,
He changed his name,
then, to Wilder.
Successful debut meant
new shows
And he was asked to be
Willy
Who gave out five tickets
of gold.
Wilder was Wonka the
Wilder.
In his purple clown suit he
ruled
In his Chocolate Factory
Scaring kids aged three to
ninety
That crazy-eyed young
Gene Wilder.

digital. This installation
“represents the interplay
of analog and digital processes that support a collective narrative.”
The fifth installation,
at 709 Cherry Street, is
“Urban Chandelier” by
Australian duo Office
Feuerman. This piece
features 6,000 suspended
reflective styrene triangles that respond to wind,
natural light, and custom-made digital projections to create visible light

Years passed by, with three
or so wives
He acted until two thousand three;
patterns.
Thirteen years later, he
Finalists began the was eighty-three,
installation process a With Alzheimer’s, this
week before the pieces Gene Wilder.
were unveiled on August
24. Locals snapped pho- Monday August twentos throughout the week ty-ninth shone
and even joined in the Bright and warm in the
fun when New York City foggy air
collective Revenge of the But the chocolate factory
Electric Woman invited declined
volunteers to help paint From Wilder-ness to less
blocks for Neural Alley.
Wilder.
Party in the Passageways included food and An Australian bar heard
beer by local vendors, the news
live bluegrass music by The special is: rainbow
local icons Randy Steele burgers;
and Friends, and special Sixteen dollars apiece this
activities in each alley- week
way. Among the festivities Now, there is not somewere performances by the thing Wilder.
Chattanooga Ballet, a yarn
bombing project hosted
by the Chattanooga Public Library, opportunities
to ride Art 120’s bikes,
and performances by local
buskers.
Community
events
will be held in the newly
transformed
alleyways,
which will be in place
for the next six to twelve
months. Check out www.
passagewayschattanooga.
com for more information.
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LIVE ON THE
GREEN
by Autumn King
You will never forget aggressively shoving your
way through the crowd of
sweaty millennials, simultaneously making both
friends and bitter enemies
as you watch modern alt
legends like Børns and
Young the Giant.
Live on the Green,
the six-day, two-weekend
(completely free) outdoor concert in the heart
of downtown Nashville is
“Lit”—to quote a Middle
Tennessee University student who kindly shined
light on my notebook as I
took notes on the event.
Aside from Børns and
Young the Giant, thirty
two artists including Band
of Horses, Passenger, and
Judah and the Lion made
it to Live on the Green’s
stage this year.
At Live on the Green,
one stumbles upon hundreds of attendees from all
walks of life. The young
and fanciful make their
adrenaline-fueled way to
the front row, while the
older, seasoned veterans
hang back with their lawn
chairs, just happy to enjoy

the live music. Other attendees include indifferent passersby who are just
ready to “hang.”
Both Børns and Young
the Giant gave incredible
performances.
Though
equally entertaining, their
performance styles are polar opposites and elicited
differing reactions from
the audience.
Børns, the first of the
two acts of the evening,
performed with a slinky
sensuality. The looseness
of his body and the mellowness of his speaking
voice led me to believe

that he was high. His performance style is very
similar to Lana Del Rey’s,
in that there is not a lot of
performance to it. Both
simply send out a cool attitude and the crowd goes
wild. For Børns and Lana,
attitude is their brand.
Børns is very flirtatious with his audience.
Mid-concert, he cooed
to the churning pit of
fans below him, “There’s
a lot of angels in this audience, I can even see
some of your halos.” This
statement was followed
by squeals of excitement.

The performance fueled
Børn’s sexy, mellow vibe:
young couples swayed,
looking into each other’s
eyes longingly, while single fans sang Børns lyrics
right back to him.
Young the Giant put
on a much more open and
energetic
performance,
thanks to frontman Sameer Gadhia. From the
first base notes of “Something To Believe In,” Sameer put his heart and
soul into his music. It took
me back to the energy that
Chris Martin brought to
the stage in the 2008 Viva

SYRIAN EX-PAT MARK MAKKAR
TALKS HIS UPCOMING ROLE IN
THE BALD SOPRANO

A.Well, Mr. Martin is a
cartoonish character, but
a lot of Arabic accents are
very monotonous—either
all up or all down. You
can’t vary. If the audience
were Arab, I would’ve
been able to do that, but
since the audience is predominately American, I’ve
asked Hallstrom if I needed to have that variation
in there. It’s not authentic, but because of that,
I’m still understandable
and interesting.

Q.Could you me a little
more about how your experience as an expat has
helped you resonate with
the play?

by Molly Hulsey

takes on Mr. Smith’s personality, especially when
it comes to making fun of
the women in the show.
He always seems to side
with him. Then again,
I’ve always been drawn to
side characters that people
might not go to a show to
see, but may walk out saying, ‘this other side character really made it all
come together.’

Q. This is your first show
here at Covenant--what
initially compelled you to
try out for an absurdist
play of all things?
A. Originally I wanted to
be in Matthew Mindeman’s SIP, Hamlet, as a
weird way of saying goodbye. But then, I discovered
Professor Hallstrom was
doing a comedy, which is
a very unique thing. So I Q. How does Mr. Martin
tried out for both and got do that?
into The Bald Soprano.
A. Just by being goofy.
Q. You shared that The dynamic between Mr.
you acted a bit in high Smith and his wife is very
school—what shows were funny, but it is way more
you in?
verbal, aristocratic funny.
Even though my character
A. In high school, I was Se- is still high class, I think
bastian in the Little Mer- Mr. and Mrs. Martin’s humaid Musical and Willy mor is a lot more physical,
Wonka in Charlie and the body language humor—
Chocolate Factory.
you see a lot more slapstick.
Q. I could see some of
that Wonka funk carrying Q. And I understand his
over into The Bald Sopra- wife is somewhat of the
no perhaps. So, tell me a southern belle type—how
little more about your up- on earth did they meet?
coming part as the mysterious Arab houseguest, A. Merely coincidence.
“Mr. Martin--what makes
this guy tick?
Q. Touché. I guess I’ll
have to find that out later.
A. Our production is go- So, I’d guess growing up
ing to be a tad bit differ- in Syria as a fluent Arabic
ent, but typically, he and speaker has helped you
the other male lead, Mr. out with Mr. Martin’s acSmith, are very close. It cent quite a bit, eh?
seems that Mr. Martin

Q. Out of curiosity, what
are some other differences you’ve seen between
Arabic and American
theater?
A. I think Arabic theater
uses accents a lot more,
because a lot of our humor comes from verbal
usage—what puns you
use, what words you use
for double meaning to
be a “hit” where it might
sound like the nicest thing
ever but you’re actually
insulting someone to their
core. You need the variation and tone so that the
audience knows ‘what I’m
actually saying is not what
I’m actually saying.’ Especially now. Arabic theater is very observant of
the culture around them.
Lebanese theater directors
in particular tend to make
their productions highly
political even if the story has nothing to do with
politics. You will always
hear about how the politician is a liar in a serious
play about romance and
love.

A. The Bald Soprano kind
of like a game of madlibs—that’s one way to see
it. Another way I look at it
is like learning a different
language—you know the
words, you know the vocab, but somehow, nothing
is adding up. When I was
first learning the English
and listening to Americans talk fluently, the moment I zoned out for a second and then came back
into the conversation, it
sounded like a completely
different subject. Everyone is still engaged, but
I’m like, ‘I have no idea
what just happened.’

La Vida tour. The front
man brought so much
electricity to the venue,
the audience felt as they
too were on stage with
him, just as hyped to be
there as he is.
After the third song in
their set, Gadhia picked
up a shoestring that a fan
had thrown on the stage
during the previous set.
“When people throw stuff
(on stage), you’re like, do
people actually keep that
stuff and, well, I do.” Directly after Gadhia announced this, someone in
the audience threw a glow
at the singer. Gadhia coolly responded with: “Well
I asked for that. I did that
at another concert and
got hit in the head with
a beach ball. He is a performer who creates a genuine connection with his
audience.
I spoke with two fans
who had been waiting
for months to see Børns
and Young the Giant live.
When they listed their favorite songs, the first they
listed were the hits: “Electric Love” and “Cough
Syrup.”
I think that is a testament to your abilities as
an artist, you win the fans
with your hits, but they
stay because they have
faith in what comes next.
Q. Do you think the play
will recreate that “feeling” for the audience?
A. The play is going to
look like a completely different culture to the audience. No one has the
pauses we do in normal
conversation—at least in
the U.S. There are many
things in this play that we
would not do in our culture here, but it’s easy for
me, because I’ve been doing that my entire time in
the U.S. I’ve just been like,
‘Your culture is weird. It’s
completely new to me, but
it’s better to adapt than be
an obstacle. So I adapt!
And that’s what it’s like for
me in this play too.

Cartoon by
Hannah Andrews
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ON PERMANENCE AND
RELEASE
by Jon-Michael Shelley
We’ve been blessed with
a new academic year. The
new year indicates the
return of upperclassmen
and the excited welcoming of new students; however, it also marks another
significant turn of events:
the sending out of those
who completed their time
at Covenant. New faces
now frequent the Great
Hall and the library, but
old familiar faces are now
absent.

We know that after college
comes all sorts of newness and changes, be that
marriage, career, travel, or
a multitude of other opportunities that the Holy
Spirit places in front of us.
These new steps placed in

loving family and friends.
With every calling, there
is also departing.
Covenant in particular
gives a sense of tight-knit
community we’re blessed
to share in. But, inevitably, people leave, creating
a special sort of abrupt,
difficult grief. Our Father
does not promise permanence with those we love;
spouses, parents, siblings,
and friends are not exempt. The people we wish

his grace, which can build
you up and give you an inheritance among all those
who are sanctified.” Acts
goes on to describe the elders’ time of prayer with
Paul and a goodbye filled
with weeping.
Paul was called to go to
Jerusalem from Ephesus.
That was his next step.
To continue with the
Holy Spirit’s prompting,
Paul had to depart from
his family in Ephesus,

For myself, this has
sparked a thought on permanence. And when I say
permanence, I mean the
lack thereof that seems
to permeate this side of
heaven.
Covenant’s design is to be
a launchpad. A student
comes to Covenant to
build up him/herself in the
Biblical tradition and to
go out into the world with
a strong, Christ-centered
framework. The student
brings this framework to
his or her next step; whatever that may be. Generally, people go and study
under Covenant’s program
not to stay, but to have the
Lord call them elsewhere.
This concept of coming
and going is not unique to
the college experience, but
follows us throughout life.

our path are wonderful,
and we can only imagine
the blessing our Lord has
prepared for us. However, with every new blessing comes change. And
change is two-fold.
When we send out students into the world, we
rejoice that they are being
used as instruments for
God’s redeeming grace in
the world, but we also feel
their absence. When new
students arrive on campus,
we welcome them gladly,
but we remember what
it is like to leave behind

COVENANT ACADEMICS:
A HOW [NOT] TO GUIDE
by Charlie Allen
Hello. I am the ghost from
finals weeks past. I come
to you now because, if I
waited till finals week, my
council would be of no
use. I am not a magician,
but if you throw in some
R’s onto my report card it
spells out ABRACADABRA. I am not an authority,
but I have some terrifying
stories I would hate to see
repeated. Consider me a
version of yourself hopping out of a time machine
ready to impart a few stories that may spur you to
set higher hopes for your
freshman, sophomore, junior, and maybe even senior year.
Caffeine:
Freshman year I built up my
tolerance to caffeine so
high that I consumed a
daily average of 10-12 10
oz. cups of coffee a day.
Coffee has no effect caffeine-wise after your body
has had time to adjust. In
fact, consuming a fresh
pot of coffee in the middle
of the night to stay awake
has the warming effect of
hot chocolate on a cold
winter’s night--you curl

up, and you end up asleep.
Keep a low standard intake if you love coffee,
otherwise save it for when
you really need to stay up.
Sleep: Fall semester of sophomore year I
took Linear Algebra, Statistics, and General Physics II and went nocturnal. I discovered that you
could make “all nighters”
a regular thing as long
as you sleep for two or
three hours when you do
said “all nighters.” I have
more memories of night
on campus than I do of
the day. Caffeine may not
provide the study spike
you need to stay awake
but I found that high regular intake can reduce the
number of hours my body
demanded to sleep by as
much as an hour for every
5 cups of coffee a day. I
may have only technically
closed my eyes to sleep 2-4
hours a night, but, when
one sleeps that little, your
body will be a zombie for
the number of hours a day
your body wishes it had.
Sugar and caffeine highs
only mask these effects.
This little sleep caused
me great fatigue over time

to permanently commune
with cannot stay with us,
for we, or they, are called
elsewhere.
The grief of leaving is
scattered throughout the
Scriptures. One that comes
to mind is Paul’s farewell
to the elders in Ephesus in Acts 20. Despite
Luke’s direct and journalistic style, this section
remains a source of heavy
emotion. We can imagine
Paul delivering his goodbyes through tears saying, “Now I commit you
to God and to the word of
and caused me to misread
my finals schedule. I did
not discover this until the
night before and needless
to say I failed my Linear Algebra Final and the
class.
Food: Don’t poison yourself. Last spring, I
went on a frozen pizza run
and selected an organic
wheat pizza instead of a
gluten free pizza (a glaring violation of my dietary
restrictions) on a Thursday night, missed classes
Friday, did not regain my
appetite till Sunday and
was barely ready to go to
class by Monday. Most
people do not live with
this degree of culinary
danger, but poison can be
applied to a variety of ingestible foods and beverages. If they don’t prepare
you for your studies, they
hurt your studies. Sugary
and caffeinated foods and
drinks come with a crash.
Social:
Consider
that turning into a hermit
can have drastic effects
on productivity as well.
Just last Spring semester
I entered a hermit-like
state for about a month
in order to carve away at
a great stake of assignments. However, I found
that I was naturally inclined to socialize regardless of whether I allocated
my time for studying. I

knowing that he would
likely not be with them
again in this life. Ecclesiastes expresses this impermanence as “smoke,”
(commonly translated as
“meaningless”), which describes the fleeting quality
of life. Why does it seem
that people can leave as
quickly as they enter? Is
this what community is
meant for?
In short, no.
It is true that we must
release many in this life
-- through the Church’s
was really just missing the
fun events and group ordeals. I simply needed to
acknowledge that I have
a social need as well and
plan accordingly.
This leads me to my
last point. Be an Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 student. There is
a time for everything. If
you think you just need to
cut out the part of you that
needs food, drink, friends,
recreation, exercise, entirely, well, that’s the sleep
deprivation getting to you.
Success is using careful
forethought to intentionally use your time to fill
a plethora of study needs
across a reasonable span
of time. So figure it out
now, and read your finals
schedules and mark them
on the calendar before
sleep deprivation has set
in.
You will probably
make similar mistakes at
some point during your
time at Covenant despite
reading these things. Part
of the independence that
comes with college years
is the ability to make your
own mistakes and learn
from them. My hope is
that you will read this and
have slightly less consequential mistakes in these
aspects of your study and
self care life. So let this be
an early reminder to start
studying for finals now!

sending out of those
called to share the gospel,
the eventual change in location for a career or for a
family, or through the Father’s call back to himself
through death. This world
is full of goodbyes which
we, as brothers and sisters
in Christ, must encounter
in this life. However, this
is not the original design
for community. Despite
our call to release those
we love, we know that cyclical coming and going is
not forever. We know our
desire for permanence is
something the world cannot satisfy.
We look forward to Heaven, which promises perfect communion with the
Lord and those who are
in Christ. In Heaven, we
know that there will be no
expectation of departure
with every next step, but
rather we know love will
unite us perfectly with
one another. We are also
blessed to live in a time
that allows us to see the
adventures of our friends
even after they leave us.
Through the avenues of
our phones and social
media, our friends can remain close to us in some
ways, for which we are
thankful.
To the ones who have left
us: we wish you well and
we pray that the Lord
uses you in dynamic ways
throughout your lives.
Thank you for welcoming
us to Covenant and loving
us so well.
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IT’S NOT ABOUT THE
MONEY
by Stephen Bankson
This past summer, I
worked as a camp counselor at Ridge Haven in
Brevard, NC. This was my
first summer working at
a camp, so going into the
job, I really didn’t know
what to expect. It didn’t
take me long to realize
that I loved the job and
was very thankful God
had given me the opportunity to spend my summer at Ridge Haven. The
work was hard, the kids
weren’t perfect, the days
were long, the nights felt
too short, but it was an
awesome summer that I
won’t soon forget. I saw
myself grow spiritually
and in maturity even by
the end of week two, not
even halfway through the
summer. Before going off
to Brevard, I wondered
to myself if I should have
applied for a job that paid
more or related to my field
of study more than being a
camp counselor. However,
now that summer is over, I
know I made the right de-

cision.

It’s true, being a
camp counselor doesn’t
pay as much as a lot of
other summer jobs. I actually made more money the
previous summer working
for facilities here at Covenant, so it’s not necessarily the big, prestigious paid
internships that pay more
than working at a camp. I
had plenty of better paying options that I could
have taken this summer,
but instead I worked at a
summer camp.
It’s easy to choose a summer job for the pay, especially since it is only for
the summer, but I think
the overall experience
should be the deciding
factor. The way I see it,
you only have three summers between your years
as an undergrad -- only
three summers with minimal responsibilities, lots
of energy, and youth.
One day, for most of us,
summer will mostly be a
change of weather while
our lives continue as they
normally do year round. I

LET’S CHANGE THE GAME
by Will Friesen
When it comes to the list of
easiest things to complain
about at Covenant College, only Chartwells can
compete with the dating
scene. Many students are
frustrated with the lack of
dates they’re going on, the
lack of relationships developing, and the lack of
hot Pokemon Go players
of the opposite sex. And
while I have whined about
each one of those things,
I’ve also spent quite a lot
of time thinking about

and discussing ideas that
could clean up a lot of the
messiness involved in dating at Covenant. Let’s dive
in.
First and foremost, I think
we all need to do a better
job of giving the opposite sex grace in dating. I
couldn’t even guess how
many times I’ve heard a
guy labeled a “creep” and
a girl a “tease.” We’re all
brothers and sisters in
Christ, and I believe we
each have the duty of respecting and loving one
another. When we gossip

think while you’re given
these three summers, you
should use them to make
memories, enjoy God’s
world, and preach His
kingdom to others.
This looks different for
everyone, of course. For
some, this might mean
making no money at all
and living in another
country, serving others to
further Christ’s ministry.
While for others it could
mean working a job that
pays fairly well, but still
brings glory to God and
seeks to help others. I’m

not against making money, I just think that should
not be the deciding factor
in finding a summer job.
Anyone who knows me
will know this is a pretty
crazy thing to hear from
me. Simply put, I’m financially reckless. I spend
way too much and don’t
budget well at all. Money is something it seems
like I always need more
of. Yet, here I am saying
that I’m okay not making
loads of it this summer. I
was given the opportunity to present the gospel to

over 30 kids this summer,
and that’s only counting
the ones who were in my
cabins. I know that being
able to share the love of
Christ with others is far
more important than any
amount of money I could
have earned. Sharing with
others what God has done
in my life and through me
is capable of having an
eternal impact, and that’s
something a few extra
thousand dollars in my
bank account could never
do.

and cruelly label one another, not only are we not
loving well, we’re also doing serious damage to the
dating culture at Covenant. Why would any guy
want to pursue a girl at
Covenant knowing there’s
a chance hundreds of people will be talking about
how creepy and oblivious
he is? And we as men need
to stop scorning girls for
being too flirty, or leading us on, or not returning
our interest. Giving grace
to the opposite gender
brings glory to Christ, it
fosters a safer community
for everyone, and we’d all
be helping ourselves out.

Stop the gossip and nastiness.
I also believe we
as students would benefit from a more casual
perspective on dating.
The idea that a date puts
two people within inches
of marriage is immensely harmful to friendships
and potential relationships. Let’s go on more
dates. Let’s ask each other
to check out coffee shops
and yes, maybe even go
hiking. Go on double
dates. It doesn’t have to be
the result of six months of
obsessive crushing; just
go have fun with someone on a Friday night and
get to know them better.
You don’t even have to tell
every single person you
know. Trust me, don’t do
that. If things don’t click
you can shake hands and
continue on your journey
of friendship. I want to
clarify that I’m not supporting dating without
commitment or consequence, but simply taking
the pressure off ourselves
on first and second dates.
In lieu of a more
casual dating culture, I
also wish everyone on
campus had the freedom
to date proactively without derision. There’s this
stigma against freshmen
dating and there really
doesn’t need to be. Last
year I was a freshman, and
I must have been advised
by over forty upperclassmen to avoid dating in my
first year. And while taking a couple months to adjust to Covenant life isn’t a
bad idea, there’s no reason
you can’t go on a few dates

your freshman year. The
upperclassmen don’t have
idyllic lives either. Freshmen, you’re grown adults.
You can date.
Along with freshmen, I
also encourage women to
feel complete freedom in
asking a guy out, should
they so choose. There’s
nothing wrong with a system that places responsibility of pursuit on men,
but it’s also an awesome
thing for a woman to take
things into her own hands.
I did some very informal
research on about 10 guys
and they ranged from
“very down” to “that’s
fine” with women asking
them on dates. If you want
to be going on dates and
you’re not, make your own
moves. Obviously the possibility for rejection and
subsequent agony exists,
but that’s kind of the fun,
right?

THE VERDICT
YES,

To The Blink coffee.

NO,

To The Blink selling
Lucky Charms

