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- Heather Harper
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Madness Is Upon Us!

Obama opts for Jayhawks over
the Scots. But at least we have
crenellated battlements.
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Chattanooga Film Festival

Crenellated: The Ascendance
received a lackluster response
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TV Revivals

Reviews for Crenellated: The
Ascendance TV spinoff were
even worse.
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STUDENT
APARTMENTS
PRESIDENT
APPROVED

Agreed. Stop over analyzing our
crenellated battlements and just
enjoy them.
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DEBATE TEAM
ATTENDS NCCFA
by Autumn King

by Anna Smith
Student Senate approved
the addition of a student
apartments president on
Wednesday, Feb. 17 as well
as changes in the Secretary and Class President
positions.
The Student Apartments President will have
responsibilities
similar
to those of residence hall
presidents including representing the concerns
of residents to the Senate, meeting with student
leaders and the Resident
Director serving the apartments, and planning at
least one event hosted by
the apartments and one
event exclusively for the
apartments.
The Student Apartments President will
also form a committee of
apartment residents and
submit a budget request
to Senate.
Because the composition of senate positions
is laid out in the Student
Association of Covenant
College Constitution, the
student body must vote to
add the role.
Student
Senate
unanimously approved the
amendment to add the position, so the student body
will vote on the amendment in either a referen-

Beauty In Brokenness

dum election or the next
regular election.
Senate voted on
Saturday, Feb. 20, for
the Student Apartment
President to be elected
in the fall semester along
with the Freshman Class
President.
Student Body President Travis Hutchinson
said that it has been three
years since there were any
major changes in Senate
structure. “It’s healthy for
an organization to rethink
structure every once in
awhile,” Hutchinson said.
Hutchinson said
that he discussed Student
Apartments representation last fall with Student
Development, who wanted
to give more attention to
the apartments.
Earlier this year,
Student Senate had discussed whether off-campus students and residents
of the student apartments
needed a representative.
They
concluded
that off-campus students
could be consolidated un-

der the Senior Class President, but that the student
apartments do need a representative.
Maggie Duncan, a
student who lived in the
student apartments her
first two semesters and
will be moving back next
fall for financial reasons,
said there is a serious need
for better representation
of students living there.
While Covenant’s
website says that living in
the student apartments
is “a great combination
of community and independence,” Duncan said,
“It’s frustrating to hear
about community being so
wrapped up in your hall,
but in the student apartments, there’s no community, not much leadership,
and there are no events.”
She said that some
students move there because they don’t enjoy
hall life, but most move
because the apartments
are less expensive than
the residence halls. She’s
heard of some students

who refuse to live in the
apartments because of the
lack of community.
“It feels really isolated because it’s so far
away from campus,” Duncan said. “You have to be
super purposeful if you
want to find out about
events.”
Student
Senate
also said that residents of
the apartments expressed
a sense of underrepresentation in the senate and
the school. Duncan agrees.
She said that other than
her class president, she
wouldn’t know who to talk
to on the senate.
“It’s the no-man’sland,”
Duncan
said.
“There’s nothing for the
student apartments.”
Duncan wants to
revive community in the
apartments, and hopes
that the new Student
Apartment
President
can help.
“I do have hope
that in the next few years
the apartments will turn
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

The Covenant College debate team attended the National Christian College
Forensics Association (NCCFA) national tournament,
in San Diego Cal.. Debate
team duo, Tindol Pate and
Caleb MacDonald, took
home silver in the novice
National Parliamentary Debate Association (NPDA)
style debate. Senior debate
club president Paul Broussard and teammate Lauren MacDougal advanced
to varsity quarterfinals in
NPDA style debate.
Tindol Pate and
sophomore class president
candidate Caleb MacDonald, both freshmen, were
paired together for the
first time and made public speaking magic at the
tournament.
Receiving two bye’s
(technical withdrawals of
other teams), and securing their spot in the quarter finals.
MacDonald, who is
in his second semester of
debate club, is the veteran of the team, while Pate
brings raw natural talent
in her second ever debate
tournament.
On the national tournament experience, Pate said “I was more
stressed out in the preliminary rounds of the tournament than when we went
into out rounds, because I
didn’t know if we had won
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

TORI TRAPANICK FILLS IN AS CARTER’S INTERIM RD
by Molly Hulsey
Carter Residence Director
Evan Marbury’s sudden
resignation was met with
fond farewells and even
tears as he and his wife Katrina left campus on Tuesday, February 23.
The
administration had fallen into
a temporary period of
flux when Marbury announced his departure
the previous week, but
the search for an Interim
RD was short-lived.
Victoria “Tori” Trapanick, former Community Coordinator for Founders and MacLellan halls,
accepted the role with
enthusiasm when it was
offered to her after Marbury’s request of absence.
While tackling the
responsibilities of an RD
mid-semester presents its

own daunting obstacles,
Trapanick is excited to
take on the challenge.
Covenant staff and
students, particularly the
Residence Life Staff, have
been hit the hardest by
the Marbury’s swift departure. “Evan was the RAs’
emotional support,” says
Abigail DeGraaf, a junior
on Fourth South.
She says that for
one of her friends, a Carter
RA, “he was her mentor.
She looked forward to seeing him at the meetings
and really looked up to
him. The change is hard
because it is so sudden and
he was so well-loved.”
Trapanick
says
that Marbury’s departure—particularly
with
the instability caused by
Carter’s renovation— has
brought about “period of
mourning.”

“We were sad to
see the Marburys go, but
we want to respect his privacy and Katrina’s privacy during this transition.
I’m just praying for them
and their next steps,” says
the Associate Dean of
Residence Life, Jonathan
Ingraham.
Following
Marbury’s announced resignation, several of Covenant’s
administrative
members concluded that
a pre-existing employee
already familiar with the
campus would be ideal
for the position.
Trapanick seemed
to be the best possible
candidate. Ingraham proposed the question, and
after Trapanick accepted
the job, the decision was
announced to Residence
Life staff during a meeting
on February 23.

“Basically, we are,
for the rest of this year, in a
makeshift mode providing
support and supervision
with the staff we already
have on campus,” says Ingraham. “We have good
resources here; let’s try to
use the resources we have
to best serve students.”
As a graduate student at Geneva College,
Trapanick applied for Covenant’s new Community

Coordinator position prior
to last semester. The CC
role replaced the former
Assistant Residence Director position at the beginning of the school year.
The position was
altered not only in name,
but also through directing the job’s focus towards
mentoring
Discipleship
Coordinators and promoting spiritual welfare on
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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the halls. For the past semester and a half, she has
counseled DCs in Founders and Mac, met regularly
with students on academic
probation, helped initiate
campus-wide events such
as the Growing Health
Relationships Conference
and Women’s Sexuality
Panel, and supervised both
hall and all-hall Prayer &
Praise Meetings. However, becoming an RD was
her primary aspiration for
a future career.
“Being a Resident
Director has been the
dream for a long time.
I feel privileged just to
have been asked to step
into this position for this
season,” says Trapanick.
“I thoroughly plan to enjoy this season of being
the Interim RD and pray
that I would follow as the
Lord leads.”
She recently shifted her residence from

DEBATE TEAM

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
or not. I wanted to break
into out rounds and after
breaking I was like dude
I’ve made it this far I don’t
really care. You know what I
mean?” “I felt the exact opposite.” Said MacDonald in
response to Pate “Because I
was like we’re not going to
break so this is just carefree
and I can just kind of enjoy
the debate and just have fun
with it. In the out rounds it
was like shoot now I actually have to care. Which I did
care the whole time, like I
have to, but winning really
matters now.”
It was this kind of
fire and ice dynamic that
won the team their spot
in the final rounds, and
launched them on their
path to victory.
The presented debate topics are based on
current events. Topics in-

cluded U.S. Senate decisions connected to the Supreme Court, and whether
the federal government
should make the persecution of christians abroad a
greater priority.
With only fifteen
minutes to prepare their
arguments, the Covenant
debate club must defend
whatever side of the argument they are assigned. Students are often challenged
to think abstractly when
playing devil’s advocate. The
NCCFA tournament consists of Christian colleges
from around the United
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the apartment on the 4th
Floor of Founders to RD
lodgings on the 2nd floor
of Carter, but Trapanick
will continue to meet
weekly with DCs in Founders and Mac.
To free Trapanick’s
time for new responsibilities in Carter, Chaplain
Grant Lowe and Administrative Assistant Leah
Jones will begin to counsel
Founders and Mac DCs
for one-on-one meetings.
Lowe will address DCs
on boy’s halls, while Leah
Jones will speak with DCs
on girl’s halls.
RD of Founders,
Isaiah Barnfield is not
worried that Trapanick’s
trade-off will leave his
Residence Hall floundering for spiritual leadership. “I think Founders is
going to be okay and the
DCs are prepared well,”
he says. “I think they will
be able to handle the transition, because they will
still receive individual
mentoring from Chaplain
Lowe and other people.”

Meanwhile, Trapanick will begin focus her
attention on the dormlife side of Carter’s residence hall equation. Like
all RDs, she will provide
guidance for Carter’s RAs
through weekly rendezvous and individual meetings, supervise hall-wide
recreational events, and
make sure everything is
running smoothly in the
Carter micro-community.
However, due to
the transient nature of the
interim position and her
existing responsibilities
in Mac and Founders,, she
will meet individually only
with female RDs. Male
RAs will convene with
Ingraham for one-on-one
consultation instead.
“I have been sincerely blessed with such
a privilege to take part
in these students’ lives,”
Trapanick says about relationships gained through
the move and retained
through continued ties to
Founders and Mac. Trapanick is thankful for fresh

direction she will be taking
in her career, but indicates
that she isn’t planning on
making any radical changes to the blueprint Marbury left for Residence
Hall life in Carter.
“Honestly, what is
beautiful about stepping
in as the Interim Carter
Resident Director, has
been that the vision has
been set for the building
by Evan,” says Trapanick.
“Evan is a great vision-caster and has cared
so deeply for the students
on this campus. I am truly walking in with open
hands in that the Holy
Spirit is moving in Carter Hall, and I am here to
be a willing vessel for the
Lord and be a point person for the students in
Carter Hall.”
Ingraham also says
that he is not “expecting
her to be Evan and to do
exactly what Evan was doing,” but does “want her to
be a resource for our students and to help them to
do things that they need

and to care for our RAs.”
Both he and Trapanick acknowledge that jumping
into the role mid-semester
will prove to be a difficult
task—particularly in light
of the vacuum left by Marbury—but both trust that
the holes can be filled in
through teamwork.
“With any transition there will be challenges. We are creatures
of habit and consistency,”
she says. However, “I have
been impressed already
with the love and care other buildings, faculty, and
staff have shown through
their listening ears and
prayers. I can say with
complete confidence whatever challenges come forth
for Carter they will not be
faced alone.”
Trapanick thanks
Carter students for their
warm welcome, prayers,
and “kind affirmation”
of her leadership for the
remainder of the Spring
semester.

States. The majority of the
colleges give debate scholarships to their students.
“Yeah, my parents
look at my scholarship for
debate as a job, I get five
thousand dollars a year.”
Jacob, a student from Seattle Pacific University.
Other colleges with better
fundings have more teams
in more competitions, and
they tend to outperform
the smaller schools.
“In that setting, you
just compete, and I think
Covenant’s debate team
has done a very good job
having as much success as
we have,” Broussard said
in response to being asked
about the team’s lack of adequate funding.
The club’s future is
looking up; this year has
produced the largest debate
club Covenant has seen yet.
Debate club president Paul
Broussard said about the
club that it “is both very big
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ful to Student Development and other people on
campus for being gracious
about opening their doors
and halls and being receptive of us. I have gotten
to know some new people
and it’s been nice. But
again, thankful the crane
is gone.”
Hayley Barnfield,
the Student Development
Office Coordinator, is excited to move back into
Carter. Student Development has been in the
library since August and
announced on Tuesday,
March 15 that they were
officially back in Carter.
“I just started this
position this past August
so we have been in the Library since I started. Everyone is enjoying their
new office space already,”
said Barnfield. “I am hoping this will bring more
student traffic to our office. I love having students
dropping in to say hi and
taking candy off my desk.”
The Office of Records moved from their
temporary office space in
Brock back to Carter on
March 15. David Darden,
Assistant Registrar, is glad
to be moving back into his
regular office.
“We are thankful
to everyone for bearing
with us during the move.
We are looking forward to
the larger space. The folks
who work and study in
Brock have been gracious
hosts,” said Darden.
Dean of Records
Rodney Miller, who has
worked in Carter 135 for
24 years and counting, has
definitely missed the view
from his office.
“It has been delightful being neighbors
with the community development,
economics,
education, and history
departments. All of the
Brock Hall faculty and
staff (and occasionally

Brian Fikkert) welcomed
us, and I have enjoyed the
view from my temporary
office to get some great
pictures of the Carter
Tower crowning.
I will say that being
in Brock Hall we seemed
to have fewer visits from
students, which I missed,
since we were not as readily assessable as being near
the Great Hall, and the inclement weather did keep
me from visiting the Great
Hall as frequently for a
beverage. I look forward to

and very young. It makes
the club’s immediate future
pretty bright.”
But with recent
budget cuts, this bright future may be cut short. “It
helps set a precedent that
shows the Covenant debate
team can handle having this
many people, and that it’s
ready to expand and grow.
I really hope we have the financial resources in the future to help do so.”
As the debate season comes
to an end, the team celebrates a year of laughter,
good argumentation, memories, and victories.

by McKenzie Barham
As students returned from
Spring Break, the newly
renovated Carter Tower
rose over the trees to welcome them back to campus. The crane, which installed the precast panels
over the break, has left.
The extended fencing in
Carter Circle is being removed as well.
In an email to the
student body, campus architect David Northcutt
thanked the community
for their patience, sacrifice
(especially from the Carter
residents), and flexibility.
He explained that the last
major piece of the tower to
be installed will be the cupola, arriving in mid-April,
which is a large light that
will sit on the very top of
the tower. 
Students who were
required to leave their
rooms during lifting days
now have unrestricted access to their rooms. Several departments have also
begun to move back to
their north hall office spaces on the first floor.
Karianne Still (‘17)
lives on Fourth North, although this semester their
hall transitioned to Third
North due to the fourth
floor reconstruction. She
is relieved that the crane
has finished its work.
“I am extremely grateful that I can resume normal day routines
and activities,” Still said.
“When the crane was here,
I felt rushed and wasn’t
able to function during the
day. But I am also thank-

easier access to students
and the Great Hall, and
my view from Carter Hall,”
said Miller.
The new scaffolding along the back
entrance of Carter is in
preparation for the third
phase of construction,
which is due to begin this
summer. In his email,
Northcutt requested that
pedestrian traffic through
that door be for emergencies only. Many people
seem pleased with the
renovations so far.
“I love how Carter
is looking -- it is beautiful.
I’m thankful for the construction workers putting
in endless hours of work.
I can’t wait for it to be
finished and see the final
product!” said Still.
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around. I think it will be a
slow process, but hopefully it will start soon.”
Student
Senate
also made changes in a few
other senate roles.
The Secretary is
now the Communications
Director and will no longer
record minutes and attendance at Senate meetings.
The
Communications
Director will appoint an
Assistant to the Communications Director who
will take over those tasks,
and will also appoint and
maintain a schedule for a
Graphic Designer.
The Communications Director will continue the other responsibilities of the secretary.
Hutchinson said
that the focus of the position would be changing
from a more internal role
to an external role. “It’s
more of a mindset or vision shift than an on-paper
shift,” Hutchinson said.
Currently nearly
all senate members are
club liaisons, but with the
new changes, all student

STUDENTS +
STARTUPS
by Kristie Jaya
Printing four of his newest résumés, Obed Tandadjaja was prepared when
he attended the Students
+ Startups event at the
fifth floor of The Edney
last Wednesday.
Rows of college
students—about a fourth
of whom were from Covenant—were already there,
along with director and
assistant director of the
Center for Calling and
Career John Plating and
Leda Goodman.
The event, held by
The Company Lab (Co.
Lab) is a mixer that aims
to connect college students and Chattanooga’s
leading startups.
The event began with each startup
presenting a short gig
about their goals, needs,
and open internship and
collaborating positions.
A.I.R. Labs started the
series of presentations.
The line-up included Bellhops, Feminology, Nooga.
com, Panoram Imports,
and several others.
Afterwards,
the
floor is opened for dinner and mingling opportunities. Each company, enthusiastic for
extra-hands, opens up a
booth. This also allows
students to better understand the company and
possible
opportunities.
Many business cards and
résumés are exchanged.
During the event,
several Covenant students were seen accepting
guests. Co.Lab has not
only connected students
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clubs will be consolidated under the class presidents, who will train and
oversee club leaders.
The type of events
that the class presidents
typically plan will also
change. “We want the
event focus to shift from
more social to more education-focused,” Hutchinson said. He said that the
Covenant Activities Board
(CAB) and the Residence
Hall Presidents already
cover social events.
Also changing next
year, the position of Class
VIce President will be removed to make way for
Residence Hall Vice Presidents. Jonathan Kelley,
the resident hall president
of Mac, said that the vice
presidents usually help
with planning events, so
with the shift in the responsibilities of the class
presidents, Senate has
decided to move that role
over to help the residence
hall presidents.
Neither Class Vice
Presidents nor Residence
Hall Vice Presidents are
members of the Student
Senate and do not vote in
Senate meetings.
to startups, but has recruited students to intern
for them as well.
The pool of 12
start-ups wasn’t satisfactory for some students,
but for others it is a gold
mine of connections.
Tandadjaja, a Computer Science major, said,
“Surprisingly, there is
only one company that offers an internship for software development. The
rest has hired their own
software developers.”
On another note,
Christina Schuman, a
senior English Major, enjoyed the event. “I just
came and talked to a lady,
and it turns out we can

GOODMAN
COFFEE BACK
IN BUSINESS
by Kristie Jaya
An elderly couple bought
one pound of Burundi and
½ a pound of Yemen coffee.
“That would be $30,” Ian
Goodman, co-owner of the
Goodman Coffee Roasters
said after measuring and
packing the coffee.
The Saturday was
only the second weekend
the roasting facility has
opened, and several people have come by for coffee tasting.
After selling Greyfriar’s Coffee in 2007, Ian
Goodman and partner
Aric Annear is ready to
dive back into the coffee scene. The Goodman
Coffee Roasters in 3913
St. Elmo Avenue, right
across from 1885, has
started roasting for about
a month, and opened two
weeks ago on the first Saturday of March.
The facility roasts
coffee from around the
world – Costa Rica, Mexico, India, Peru, Tanzania,
Burundi, and even Yemen.
The coffee brewing
that morning was from
Burundi, which Goodman
and Annear, described as
being brewed to a roasting
degree called full city. Full
city roast is usually the
ideal roast to bring out the
flavors in each bean, but
the degrees of the full city
roast could be lighter or
darker. “Every coffee has
to be handled differently,”
Goodman said. “You need
to draw out what’s inside.”
“There is an art to
roasting coffee,” Goodman
said again. “You need to
observe the sight, sound,
and smell. Some coffees

are more forgiving, but
for some it’s really easy
to make it really bad. An
extra 30 seconds could
change everything. The
flavor of the coffee is dictated by what you do to it.”
Goodman’s interest in the coffee business
started early. He worked
as a roaster in St. Louis
during high school. When
he visited his former girlfriend in Seattle, he started thinking, “this whole
coffee thing is pretty cool.”
Goodman’s love for
coffee proved true when
he took his SIP idea and
morphed it into a running
business at the age of 22.
The Goodman Coffee Company, under the operating
name Greyfriar’s Coffee,
started as both a retail and
wholesale coffee company
in the mid-90’s. Goodman
owned and ran the company for 11 years. Then, Annear worked for Goodman
as a roaster.
Back in the day,
Goodman also traveled
around the country to
join
various
barista
competitions, winning
national and regional
championships.
Greyfriar’s was a
success in the Chattanooga community. When its
competitor,
Starbucks,
moved close by, the business went up by 30% after
the second week instead

of declining. In the hands
of Goodman, Greyfriar’s
became a symbol of a quality coffee and tea shop. “I
had my first jasmine tea
in Greyfriar’s! I have never had jasmine tea before,
and I loved it,” the elderly lady said, reminiscing
about the good old days.
However, running
the business became too
taxing, and when he fell
sick, Goodman sold the
company in 2007. Having
put his Covenant degree
on hold for 15 years, he
came back at 2011 to finally receive his Bachelor
of Science.
Annear, on the
other hand, has started
his own coffee company
in Seattle. Annear owned,
managed, and roasted for
Fremont Coffee Company, described by some of
Seattle’s publications as
one of the most popular
independent coffee shops
in the city. Selling his
company, Annear moved
back to Chattanooga.
“Whenever
Ian
and I talked, we would
say ‘man, I sure miss the
coffee business.’ It took us
four years to actually start
one,” Annear said.
Both Goodman and
Annear have their own
full-time job; Goodman as
a property accountant at
Vision Hospitality Group
and Annear as an editor at
Marketplace Ignition.
“The goal is to one
day ultimately have this
[Goodman Coffee Roasters] as a full time job,”
Goodman said.
“Wait I went to text Scott and started typing Lord
Right now, the comLOL.”
pany is working with a deKim Kardashian West
signer to create the brand
packaging, and starting to
promote its beans to individuals, coffee shops, and
Pitch Competitions. In shop called Germination restaurants.
the past, the Center for Generator.
Throughout
its
Calling and Career has
This spring, Leda first week, the roasting
collaborated with Co.Lab Goodman will teach a facility has attracted custo develop the Seed Proj- Co.Starters class with tomers from St. Elmo,
ect Pitch Competition.
Co.Lab’s curriculum to Chattanooga,
North
Last fall, Co.Lab prepare for the Seed Shore, and Cleveland.
has helped prepare the Project Pitch CompetiThe coffee has
ground for the Seed Proj- tion next fall.
made its way into Coveect by giving Covenant
nant’s wellspring of cafstudents an ideation workfeine: the staff lounge and
Leda Goodman’s office in
the Center for Calling and
Career. For those interested in brewing their own,
Goodman and Annear let
visitors taste their coffee
on Saturday mornings,
brewing batches from
their freshly ground beans.

FACULTY QUOTE OF THE WEEK

both help each other with
something,” she said. “I’m
going to help [their company] with photographing some stuff, and she’s
going to help me with my
branding.”
“It’s also cool just
to know what’s going on
around
Chattanooga,”
Schuman added.
Co.Lab
is
a
non-profit organization
supporting the growth
of startups in southeast
Tennessee. One of its
prominent programs is
Co.Starters, a nine-week
program equipping entrepreneurs to turn ideas
into sustainable businesses. Other programs
include Co.Lab accelerator, GIGTANK 365, and

SPORTS

MADNESS
IS UPON US!
by Josiah Vander Maas
Years come and go—summer passes, school begins, winter wears on, and
Carter Hall renovations
continue. When winter becomes almost unbearable
and schoolwork continues
to pile up, there appears a
ray of hope.
This ray of hope
comes every March in
the form of 68 basketball
teams who all believe they
have a chance at a national
championship. This year is
no different and the buzz
around the tournament is
as high as ever.
From number one
seeds to 16 seeds, there
is intrigue throughout
the entire field. Combined, the four one seeds
have lost the most regular season games among
any four one seeds in
NCAA history.
Even with that
being the case, each one
seed (Kansas, Oregon,
North Carolina, and Virginia) has a legitimate
shot at the title.
Kansas has depth
along with enough star
power, led by Perry Ellis,
Devonte’ Graham, and
Wayne Selden Jr., to have
maybe the best shot at
winning it all. Brice Johnson, Marcus Paige, and
Joel Berry lead a UNC
team that enters the
tournament feeling pretty good about itself after
taking home the ACC conference championship, defeating another number
one seed Virginia to take
home that title.
The team they
beat, Virginia, cannot be
overlooked either, especially with the ACC Offensive and Defensive Player

MEN’S BASKETBALL:
MAKING HISTORY
by Lydia Berglar
There is no doubt that
the Covenant College
community is exceedingly proud of our men’s
basketball team. Covenant rejoiced on Saturday, February 27th when
the Scots won the USA
South Conference Championship and entered the
NCAA Tournament.
Lamentably,
the
team lost to Emory on
March 4th, ending their
journey during the first
round of the NCAA Division III national tournament.
Despite the loss,
the Scots made history
this season. Not only was
this the Scots’ first national tournament appearance
since 1987, but this is the
first title on record since
the program began in 1964.
The game that launched
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of the Year Malcolm Brogdon. As far as one seeds
go, Oregon is relatively unknown, but still a threat.
They demonstrated this threat as they defeated number six seeded
Arizona in the semifinal
of the PAC 12 tournament,
and then won decisively against number three
seeded Utah in the final.
The Ducks are fun to
watch, mainly when sophomore forward, Dillon
Brooks, elevates his game.
One seeds are certainly not the only teams
to watch out for, though.
Traditional powerhouses
who garnered lower seeds
are always good to keep
an eye on. Michigan State,
led by Wooden Award finalist Denzel Valentine and
coach Tom Izzo, always
seems to turn it up a notch
come March.
Duke is another
team to pay attention to,
also led by a potent player-coach combo in Mike
Krzyzewski and the infamous Grayson Allen.
Coach Calipari’s Kentucky
Wildcats started a bit slow
this year, but look to build
off of their SEC Tournament Championship. With
players like, Tyler Ulis,
and Jamal Murray, they
certainly have the talent
to do so.
If you’ve been living under a rock the past
six months, you may not
have heard of the Bahamian sensation that is senior
Buddy Hield, but to the
rest of us, it will come as

no surprise that he and his
veteran filled Oklahoma
team are gearing up for a
deep tournament run.
Other big name
programs that have a shot
at a Final Four appearance
include: Villanova (assuming they aren’t knocked
out in the early rounds for
a third consecutive year),
West Virginia (or as the
cool kids are calling them
now: Press Virginia), and
Purdue (because who else
can boast two legitimately
dangerous 7 footers?).
And now we come
to the part of the field of
68 that makes this tournament interesting, and
almost addictive at times.
The teams that shouldn’t
have a snowball’s chance
in Hell, but somehow combine talent, determination, and that extra dash
of surprise into improba-

ble wins, are responsible
for putting the Madness
in March.
These are the
teams that are the reason
there has never been a
perfect bracket and probably never will. I’m not
going to sit here over my
crystal ball and pretend
to tell you I know who this
year’s Cinderella story is,
but some teams stand out
above the crowd.
Though none of
these teams are likely to
do anything big, and I
could be sitting here with
my foot in my mouth after
they lose their first games,
these are teams I would
consider a threat to the
major contenders.
Connecticut (UConn) has shown a propensity to come out of nowhere
and suddenly become extremely dangerous (and
after seeing their ¾ court
game tying shot I am convinced that the basketball
gods are on their side).
Two teams that
have proven they can overcome the odds in the past,
Northern Iowa, and VCU,
are once again primed to
make things interesting in
this year’s tournament.
Other mid-majors
that potentially have a sur-

prise win or two in them
include: Gonzaga (who are
without the magic of Adam
Morrison’s
mustache
these days), the Wichita
State Shockers (whose
next deep tournament run
won’t be so shocking), and
the local team, UT-Chattanooga (a team that gained
a lot of experience, and really boosted their resume
after playing the Covenant
men’s basketball team).
Beginning
this
week, 68 teams will display
their talent and ability for
all who choose to tune in
to what always ends up being “must-see TV.”
From the recently
added “First Four” until
the time “One Shining
Moment” begins, this
tournament will have all
of its viewers on the edge
of their seats. Stars can
solidify greatness (yes,
I’m talking to you Buddy
Hield).
Lesser known players can write their names
in the history books (see:
Ali Farokhmanesh), and
ultimately one team will
walk away in pure euphoria, while the other 67 wait
for next year and another
chance at the title. May
the best team (not named
Duke) win.

the Scots into the NCAA
Tournament ended with a
9-point lead for Covenant
and a final score of 101-92.
Scots senior captain, TJ Cox, contributed
to the high-scoring game
with 21 points, which
helped him earn the title of
Tournament MVP. Berto
Dryden and Bailey Spragg
also earned a place on the
All-Tournament team.
The
following
weekend, Covenant lost 5176 at Woodruff PE Center,
where the Emory Eagles
dominated their home
court. For most of the first
half, the Scots trailed Emory despite a tight defense.
Coach Taylor commented after the game that he
thought Covenant’s defense was strong, but they
could not manage to score.
An exciting end to
the half came with 5 minutes and 35 seconds left.
Robby Bell made back to
back 3-pointers, and Bailey
Spragg also helped boost
the score. By the end of the

first half, the Scots trailed
Emory 33-17. The second
half did not yield the results Covenant hoped for,
and despite a solid effort,
Emory’s lead grew and
they stayed ahead the entire second half.
The game ended
51-76 and Emory went
on to play, and beat, Birmingham Southern before losing to Augustana
in the third round of the
tournament.
Coach
Taylor
praised Emory and acknowledged the team’s
skill in a postgame recap.
He noted a 19-point deficit
to Berry earlier in year in
which Covenant was able
to make a significant dent
in that lead, but said that
Emory challenged Covenant more than that game.
Cox ended the
game with 12 points, Bell
with 9, and Daniel Garrett with 7. Chris Boyd
pulled in 6 rebounds
and Cox had 3 assists.
The Scots may have only

made 27% of shots in the
final game against Emory, but the team ended
the season with an overall record of 18-10, which

Dulk, March 4th marked
the end of an impressive
season and an impressive
career. Coach Taylor stated after the game that

is the most wins since the
1995-1996 season. 10 out
of 14 games were conference games and the winning percentage of .643
is the highest in program
history, a genuinely noteworthy accomplishment.
For seniors Cox,
Bell, Garrett, Boyd, Micah Turner, and Matt den

he hoped his team would
“realize what we’ve accomplished this year.”
Here’s to a season
of making history and an
exciting NCAA Tournament. Covenant fans can
look forward to what the
returning Scots have to
offer in the upcoming ‘16’17 season.

ARTS
COVENANT COLLEGE
THEATRE PRESENTS:
THE MORNING AFTER
by Molly Hulsey
Through a collection of
varied scenes and musical
scores, The Morning After
pushes sexuality—often
one of the most taboo and
yet most critical of topics—out into the spotlight.
Senior
Emma
Shope compiled relevant
pieces for the show to expose the intense joy and
pain that result from human
relationships—romantic and otherwise.
Shope is also directing the show and
acting alongside the cast
during this minimalistic,
yet immensely moving
performance.
Shope says that
each piece contributes to
“a discussion about sexual brokenness and then
what it looks like to see redeemed brokenness.”
The first half of
the The Morning After
meditates on the effects
of shattered relation-

CHATTANOOGA
FILM FESTIVAL
by Kathryn Pede
If Chattanooga doesn’t
count as an artistic city,
I don’t know what does.
Everywhere I look, I see
sculptures, murals, street
musicians, and concerts.
It should not have
surprised me that Chattanooga also encourages creative cinema by hosting a
yearly film festival. This
year, it is showing from
March 31 to April 3, and
includes four busy days of
film, food, and panels.
The Chattanooga
Film Festival is running
for its third year, and is
successful in its variety
of movies presented. Last
year, Southern Living
called it “the Sundance of
the South,” and in 2014,
the festival brought actor
Elijah Wood to Chattanooga to introduce a premiering film he produced.
Chris Dortch, one
of the festival’s organizers,
said he wanted “films that
are unique, challenging,
critically significant and a
helluva lot of fun. We particularly love little films
that feel like big films, because we like to think of
Chattanooga as a small
town with big ideas. Our
ultimate goal is to remember, discover and cultivate
cinema worthy of everyone’s love and respect.”
Another goal of the
festival is to bring movies
and community together.
One way the festival accomplishes community is
by showcasing films devoted to issues in Chattanooga (such as A Mural
on MLK), or those written
by playwrights from the
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ships, selfish desires, and
tragic mistakes.
Yet the second
half gradually unveils the
goodness that can result
from faithful and persistent love on both sides
of a relationship.
Despite the wide
range of sources used,
Shope has carefully woven each scene and song
together to create a cohesive story and compelling
dialogue.
While
wounds
revealed in the first act
begin to mend in the second, Shope states that the
show will not conclude
with “just a clean slate
happy ending.
There’s a lot of
work involved [in the
healing process]. There’s
a lot of process that goes
on for a long time that’s
not over overnight.”
Shope is motivated to use theater due to
the medium’s capability
to present even the most
unthinkable scenarios in
a tangible, meaningful
manner.
As
contributing
actor Matthew Mindeman says, “It’s hard for us

to talk about this sort of
thing if we are just having
a conversation with each
other, but putting it in the
art form of theater helps
us experience what this is
like for some people and
how these things work.
Then, we can enter
into a conversation from
that jumping-off point.”
More than anything, Shope hopes the
performance will lead to

future conversations, encouragement, and empathy.
“I just want them to
think,” she says. “To walk
away talking, whether it
is about the performance
itself, about theater as a
means of discussion, or
about sexual brokenness.
I want them to enjoy it,
but I want them to come
with a mind and a heart to
learn, to explore.”

The Morning After
will open in Sanderson
Auditorium on March 31
and April 1 at 8:00 p.m.,
and conclude on April 2 at
2:30 p.m. Tickets are free,
but seats can be reserved
and queries answered at
706.419.1051 or boxoffice@
covenant.edu.

area (One Hundred Miles
North).
The festival partners with several diverse
venues to host varying aspects of the festival. The
opening ceremony is held
at the Hunter Museum of
American Art, the movies
are held in the Cine-Rama
(a specific theater refurbished from an old grocery
store), and the panels are
held at the Double Tree
Hotel. Food is provided by
local restaurants.
Considering this
year’s list of feature-length
films, viewers are sure not
to be disappointed. The
films cover a large range
of topics.
There is a movie
about missionaries in Colombia (Camino), a serial killer in a karaoke bar
(Karaoke Crazies), and
a traveling office worker reminiscing about her
childhood in Tokyo working in anime animation
(Only Yesterday). There
are also different types of

short films, films about
music (such as the 2015
Hank Williams biopic, “I
saw the Light”), horror/
psychological
thrillers,
and others.
In addition to
screenings, the festival hosts other events.
Throughout the festival,
there are different panels
directed to actors, producers, and directors, but
which may also be enjoyed
by novices such as myself.

These panels include topics on “making your own
monster,” and workshops
for acting, editing animation, and independent
crowdfunding.
There is also a karaoke event, opening and
closing ceremonies (which
includes Best Picture
Awards), and a late-night
“Pajammy jam” at Alleia’s, featuring live music
from Rock Floyd and Sam
Killed the Bear.

You can participate
in this festival in one of
two ways: go to an individual event for ten dollars, or
buy a daily pass for seventy-five dollars.
If you chose the
daily pass, it is an all day,
six-hour event. However,
that only includes one day,
and not the entire festival.
I hope to pick one
or two movies that interest me, and watch them
individually. Expensive, I
know, but going to a regular movie theater costs
around the same.
However, no theater I know of has had
a critic (Emily Best,
Seed&Spark) say this
about it: “The Chattanooga Film Fest has...collected an electric group of
filmmakers and connected them to a community
tremendously eager to
meet them.
The energy is palpable, the films exceptional, and the backdrop
of Chattanooga’s arts and
technology scene only
serves to create one of the
most attractive young festivals in the nation.”

ARTS

JESSICA JONES
REVIEW
by Carrie Woodward
What’s not to love about
a female-driven superhero story that addresses
issues of power, control,
and abuse?
Jessica Jones is
one installment of Netflix’s set of superhero
shows in the Marvel
universe that already
includes in Daredevil
and Luke Cage, and provides a titular character
who is both the toughtalking dame and the
cynical private eye of
classic film noir.
Forbes magazine
describes Jessica Jones as
“the most important show
on television.” Whether or
not it’s the most relevant
or insightful show of the
moment, Jessica Jones is
important for several big

reasons: its portrayal of
women, its depiction of
abuse and victimization,
and its critical commentary on the use of power
and control.
Jessica
Jones
picks up in the middle of
the story. Jessica, played
by Kristyn Ritter (whose
television credits include
Gilmore Girls and Veronica Mars) is sharp, with
angular limbs and cutting
remarks that provide a
prickly defense against
the pain of her past.
A former superhero, she’s also a victim of
the terrifying Zebediah
Kilgrave (David Tennant),
a villain with the power
to manipulate people into
obeying his will.
After
escaping
from
Kilgrave’s
controlling clutches, Jessica
lives as a sarcastic and
cynical private investigator, using her abilities to
aid her sleuthing while
grappling with the effects
of PTSD, and consequently, insomnia and addiction.
Jessica Jones begins to fill the dearth of
complex,
multi-faceted
women in television and
media with characters who
are more than romantic interests or tired tropes.
It’s thrilling to see
a butt-kicking female protagonist on screen, but
Jessica also offers one
characterization of a victim wrestling with the aftereffects of abuse. She’s
an obsessive, impulsive,
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terrified mess. She’s not
the only notable female
character. Jessica’s friend
Trish is a blonde talk show
host who is pretty, tough,
intelligent, and a legitimately good friend. Other
women are portrayed in
a variety of positions and
characterizations.
Jessica Jones also
deals with complicated issues like rape, assault, and
posttraumatic stress disorder—tough topics.
Abuse and manipulation are major themes,
yet the show never minimizes their effects or
ignores consequences as
characters are left to deal
with the lasting impact of
physical and psychological abuse.
Kilgrave’s victims
are never blamed, and it is
made very clear that they
are unable to prevent what
happens to them. Women
are not the only victims
either–Kilgrave victimizes

TV REVIVALS IN THE
NEW GOLDEN AGE

people regardless of their
gender or race.
S i m u l t a n e o u s l y,
the experience of abuse
is not exploited for macabre entertainment value like in shows such as
Law and Order: Special
Victims Unit or Criminal
Minds, and actually restores some dignity to the
characters by affording
them the agency denied
by their abuser.
Though it’s a grim
world full of horror and
abuse, the narrative of
Jessica Jones is ultimately hopeful.
Jessica fails to be
an adequate savior. Those
she does rescue are left to
continue grappling with
the aftermath of their experiences. Rescue from
peril does not signify the
end—even for Jessica,
yet she continues pursuing justice.
She sneers, “Humanity sucks and they
don’t deserve saving,” yet
she continues using her
powers on behalf of others.
Though Jessica
Jones is dark it avoids
becoming bleak, because
of crucial moments of
humanity--glimpses
of
kindness, selflessness,
and sacrifices that challenge a quest for control.
In the end, heroes and
villains are more human
than super.

Boy Meets World, titled
Girl Meets World.
This year, developers have confirmed
follow-ups to 80’s science
fiction drama Twin Peaks,
HBO’s Deadwood, the
classic BBC series Are
you Being Served?, Prison
Break, and Gilmore Girls.
Perhaps the most stunning example debuted
last month with Netflix’s
Fuller House.
These kinds of series are made possible
with two things: first, a
loyal fanbase, and second,
mass streaming services
like Netflix, Amazon, and
Hulu. In our new Age of
Information, fans of even
the most obscure cult
show can stay connected
through the Internet and
keep interest alive.
Meanwhile,
the
services, motivated to stay
ahead of their competition
and provide original content, are always bidding
on the most attractive and
marketable shows.
This easy access
to dozens of classic series
has contributed to higher demands for throwback series, which from
a business standpoint
are guaranteed at least a
portion of the original’s
pre-existing audience.
Not every series
I’ve mentioned premiered
through a video on demand service, but this
phenomenon translates
to more potential buyers
for independent projects
made for select audiences.

by Garrett Sisson
Have we all collectively
lost our minds?
I’ve noticed a
growing trend recently
of event television series
that reunite the cast and
writers of long-ended
shows for a “revival.”
I’m not talking
about remakes, but true
sequels with a limited
run of episodes continuing the show’s story many
years later, or else featuring a new cast (sometimes the children of the
original characters).
We already have an
impressive list from the
last three years, with Heroes: Reborn and 24: Live
Another Day, new seasons
of Arrested Development
and The X-Files, and even
a sequel to the 90s sitcom

The risk is just
comparatively less selling to independent distributors than pitching
a brand new pilot for
broadcast television. And
this definitely applies to
revival series.
Case in point—
last year, a Kickstarter
campaign raised over six
million dollars to produce
fourteen new episodes of
Mystery Science Theatre
3000. And after being
cancelled in 2014, NBC’s
Community released their
sixth season on (now defunct) Yahoo! Screen.
To add to this equation, more independent
and A-list filmmakers are
flocking to television than
ever before.
The giants of television’s last decade have
been critical darlings like
The Sopranos, The Wire,
and Breaking Bad, which
featured high-quality, serialized stories and often

finale was widely seen as
disappointing, it may be
argued that a revival is
important for bringing the
series to a proper, satisfying conclusion.
The problem with
these series is that so often, they just don’t work.
While some shows, such
as the CSI, NCIS, and Star
Trek spinoffs have found
popularity through original content, shows that
rely on nostalgia or weak
ties to the original inevitably fail. Ever heard of AfterMASH or the Friends
spinoff Joey? They each
lasted only two seasons.
Launching a revival series also assumes you
can get the original actors
to come back in the first
place, and that they can all
schedule to be in scenes
together. After enough
time, one has to wonder
who the story’s intended
audience even is: the new
generation, or the old?

offered more compelling
entertainment than cinema—which seems to be
ruled more by “franchise
syndrome” and blockbusters every year.
Now, with new mediums of distribution, creators can film episodes at
their own pace and release
them all at once, allowing
for more creative control.
For example, it is
hard to imagine pitching a show ten years
ago like Netflix’s Bojack
Horseman, which is an
MA-rated cartoon about
a middle-aged anthropomorphic horse sitcom
actor going through a
midlife crisis—quite a specialized audience if there
ever was one. I would argue that our recent influx
of so many superhero
shows is also connected
to this newfound appreciation of niche audiences.
But I digress. What
I find unsettling is that
with this new precedent, it
is easier than ever to pitch
a revival of any show, from
any time, raise the funds
for it, and find a producer
to put it online. It’s basically Open Season.
There is great appeal in series like Fuller
House. Merriam-Webster
defines nostalgia as “pleasure and sadness…caused
by remembering something from the past and
wishing…you could experience it again.”
For fans of shows
like Gilmore Girls, whose

I think the desire to
hear your favorite character say their catchphrase
one more time is understandable, but this revival
trend says less about newfound opportunities and
more about our inability
as a culture to move on.
Every culture has
heroes and legends, but by
not allowing our stories to
end, we reveal an inability
to make peace with our
past, or forge new directions for the future.
To conclude this
sad state of the union: we
have streaming everywhere, more shows than

THE VERDICT
Yes, We went viral
with one of our headlines in a recent issue.
No, It still wasn’t
enough to make us
get a Tumblr account.
we can watch, higher quality, and more creative opportunity than ever before.
But if this is truly the new golden age of
television, it should not
be defined by the pursuit
of profit or creators further saturating the pool
with endlessly rehashed
fanservice.
And for all this
talk, there’s still no Firefly
revival? I rest my case.

OPINIONS
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BEAUTY IN
BROKENNESS

I think that’s great. But
this tendency can lead us
to be like the double-rainbow guy—shouting to
the heavens “what does
it mean?” and analyzing
by Olivia Kinnebrew
and overanalyzing in an
Sometimes I feel like attempt to force meaning
Cameron in Ferris Buel- into something that might
ler’s Day Off as he stares mean nothing. What’s
into the eyes of that little wrong with just sitting
girl in that painting in
that art museum—staring, searching for some
meaning beyond what lies
at the surface, looking for
an answer, maybe?
But other times,
I’m definitely Ferris in that
I see what’s in front of me,
I enjoy it, and then I move
on with my life and possibly climb on a parade float
and sing “Danke Schoën.”
Both of these attitudes toward art, literature, movies, and other
things to be enjoyed are
valid attitudes; however,
I think that we are often a little too prone to
be the Cameron, as we back and enjoying the husearch and analyze in an mor and amazing tunes
attempt to find the deep- that come out of Guardians of the Galaxy? Someer meaning.
I feel like, at Cov- times it’s definitely okay to
enant especially, and in just enjoy things for what
the general hipster/indie/ they are.
Robert Frost was
reformed community as a
also
a
big advocate for
whole, there is this pressimply
letting
things be
sure to dig deep, and to
as
they
are.
In
his poem
find that deeper meaning.

“Mowing”, he says he
“left the hay to make,”
meaning he is leaving his
poetry to lie.
There’s no deep,
secret meaning behind it.
It’s simply a piece of art to
be enjoyed, and it means
what it says. That is to say,
art doesn’t have to have
utility. It can be just a

spite of it being a broken,
mangled mess.
Stephen Bankson
recently wrote an article regarding the pleasantness that comes with
enjoying the simplicity
of average writing with
a fun plot line. This idea
also bleeds over into movies and music. I am refer-

beautiful thing to be gazed
at, without the pressure of
being questioned about
what it means.
I think it’s more
than just enjoying something beautiful without
criticizing it; sometimes,
we should enjoy something that’s broken and
mangled because of or in

ring to those movies that
qualify as our “guilty pleasures.” For me, Sisterhood
of the Traveling Pants,
Never Been Kissed, and
Star Wars: Episode II fall
into this category.
But what makes
us feel guilt for them?
Why are they our “guilty
pleasures” and not sim-

LEGAL
LOITERING

they are serving. These
ministries can also give
the student opportunity
to get to know those they
are serving with.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y,
these are not one-sizefits-all jobs. I have served
alongside many students
and adults who tried their
best but were just not cut
out for the work. When
people serve in positions
without the needed gifts,
they can cause more harm
than help and exhaust
themselves rather than
being uplifted.
Another easy way
to get involved in the
church is to join a community group. Multigenerational small groups pour
out too many blessings to
count. They allow us to get
to know the whole body,
not just the 18-25 year
old’s. Spending time with
church members of differing generations allows for
an expanded worldview
and wisdom far beyond
one’s years.
Smaller groups can
be a place of hope for the
introverts
everywhere.

They allow members of a
large body to know and be
known by others in a way
that seems more manageable than the overwhelming “Meet and Greet” time
we all hate.
The smaller groups
allow time to share life
regularly and for accountability. There have been
several times in my life
when I was pursuing an
activity approved by many
friends from school that
older, trusted friends from
a small group at church
advised against. Their life
experience and wisdom
in years showed them a
larger picture than I or my
peers could ever see.
Along with verbal
advice, these groups also
allow students to witness
other believers living
lives as those set apart
for the gospel. Just being
around other individuals,
couples, and families students can observe many
lessons for life.
There is often
room for asking questions and partaking in
discussions
students
would not be able to have
with only peers. There’s
something pretty special
about asking a couple
that has been married
over a decade for relationship advice, which
just isn’t there with
those who have much
less experience.
I’ve also seen
many students thrive in
one-on-one mentorships
with an older couple or
single person.
Many
church
members
would
be
thrilled if a college stu-

by Margaret Duncan
Covenant students hear
quite frequently that
they ought to be involved
in the local church—just
sit through any Community Development or Missions class and it’s sure
to come up.
Our
outreach
work ought to begin from
the local church as well,
as it would be especially
difficult to do development work in partnership with a church if one
has little familiarity with
church involvement in
general. But what does
it mean to get involved?
How is it achieved?
Sunday
services
are an important and even
vital aspect of spiritual
growth. But we cannot let
that be enough.
At Rock Creek
Fellowship, you will often
hear Pastor Eric Youngblood state that one must
loiter if they wish to be
part of the one-anothering
that happens there.
A way to start stepping into greater involvement may be by coming
a few minutes early and
staying for a while after
the benediction. I know
this is tough.
My
introverted
side groans each Sunday
when we get to the “Meet
and Greet.” But, just like
eating veggies, I know that
it is an important part of
my growth (still, I’d rather

eat brussels sprouts). In
addition to Sunday loitering, there are countless
opportunities for college
students to be involved
and build community with
their church members.
So many opportunities, in fact, that it can
become wildly overwhelming. With the help of the
Holy Spirit, the right fit is
not always as difficult to
find as one may think.
When we come
to prayer with a willing
heart, the Spirit will move
and guide our hearts, passions, and gifts to show us
where we belong.
When that calling
isn’t obvious, you may have
to try a few different places before you find a way to
get plugged in. Serving, especially in the children or
youth ministries, is often
the first go to for students.
Working in ministries of the church gives
the student an opportunity to pour out and
love others, and—when
they come with an open
heart—the students can
grow and learn from those

ply “a thing enjoyed?”
Why should we feel
guilty for popping in a
good movie in all of its
brokenness, awful plotlines, and Jar Jar Binks,
and just enjoying it?
As a community,
we often discuss seeing
the beauty in brokenness.
So let’s do that with really
terribly made movies that
make us laugh.
I’m not saying
that we should go out
and watch movies filled
with debauchery (like any
Adam Sandler movies)
just because we enjoy it;
but I do think that there’s
something kind of beautiful about a good, cheesy,
guilty pleasure that’s
there simply to enjoy, not
to overanalyze.
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dent approached them
and requested a coffee
date or offered to come
help a mom fold laundry
while they talked.
As previously stated, there are many great
opportunities to be involved in a local church
and get to know its members, and the ones I’ve
mentioned are just touching the surface.
I would encourage
you to start with one or
two ways and wait as you
reap the benefits. There
are few things more frustrating than attending the
same church for months
and still feeling as though
you don’t know anyone.
When we decide to
be brave and step out of
our comfort zone, amazing relationships can be
formed.

OPINIONS

Q-WOMEN
CONFERENCE
by Margaret Duncan
First and foremost, the ten
ladies sponsored by student senate who attended
the Q-women conference
last semester would like
to sincerely thank Student
Senate for providing the
opportunity to attend.
The event provided
time and space for talks
on a variety of topics from
well-known speakers.
The day, in all,
brought 14 short discussions with 16 different
speakers. From authors
and scientists to stay at
home mothers and freedom-riders, there was even
diversity among the occupations of the speakers.
The speakers gave
many differing models of
Christian men and women fulfilling their respective callings.
Unfortunately, the
event was lacking economic and ethnic diversity among the speakers
and conference attendees.
While this in and of itself
is not a problem, the conference lent itself to a single dominant perspective
on every issue—the perspective of an upper middle-class white woman, or
to borrow the colloquialism, the grown up version
of a #whitegirl.
The day was broken up with short breaks
during the conference for
discussion. During the
majority of the breaks,
the attendees from Covenant consistently expressed a desire to be
more intellectually challenged rather than simply be reminded of a topic
that is already familiar.
The theme of the
event was calling and
image bearing, a theme
any student who passes
Christian Mind knows all
too well.
The speakers gave
many good reminders and
differing views on the topic. Yet it was a topic the
women from Covenant
were very well-versed in.
Rebekah
Lyons,
author of Freefall to Fly
and co-founder of Q, started the conference by reminding the audience
that God is the one who
calls, and that calling is
nothing more than an act
of obedience.
Annie Downs, author of Let’s all be Brave,
gave an interesting version of calling that was
later referred to by a Covenant student as the “middle c calling.” She spoke
of one calling with multiple expressions; “a thesis
statement” as she called it.
For
example,
a woman might have
the thesis statement,
“counseling and guiding
through hard times,” and
live it out in the “little
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c callings” of a friend, a
licensed counsellor, and
later a mentor to younger
women in her church.
A “middle c calling” is bigger than the
right now aspect of “little c calling” as it is the
same throughout one’s
life. But it is more personal that the “big C calling” as it is specific to
every individual.
Downs gave the reassuring reminder that,
“you are never too old
to start looking for your
calling. But you are never
too young to have already
seen it expressed in multiple ways.”
Diedra Riggs, author of Every Little Thing,
reminded the audience of
the necessity of following
your own calling over trying to follow that of someone else. “Too many people
are asking, ‘who will be the
next Martin Luther King?’
No! God already
worked thought MLK. He
doesn’t need another one.
He wants you.” She said
that anyone trying to be
someone else is only leaving a hole, “They aren’t
there and neither are you.”
Although the large
majority of the speakers
were women, there were
a few men to give a different perspective. Jefferson Bethke, author of It’s
Not What You Think, was
asked to speak on the objectification of women.
Rather, he chose to speak
on the larger problem behind the objectification of
women; the issue of commoditizing and devaluing
other humans.
He reminded the
audience that their identity and worth come from
the fact that they bear the
image of the living God.
He continued to explain
that, unfortunately, we
have allowed that image
to be removed.
Bethke spoke of
humans being turned into
bridges for reaching a goal
rather than being valued
as the image bearers that
they are. He says, “Any
time the end goal is anything more than a relationship, you have objectified
the person.”
We must move
from the culture of Pharaoh—where a person’s
value comes from what
they can produce, where
they come from—and into
the culture of YHWH—
where we rest in the value
God so desired to give us.
“Awareness
is
good. Relationships are
key,” said Heather Avis,
writer for the Underdog
Advocate, as she spoke
on the struggle for those
with special needs to be
seen and treated as image bearers.
As is the mother of
two children with Down’s
Syndrome, Avis was passionate about the body of
Christ stepping in to learn
from and help families
with special needs. She

stressed that all people
are fearfully and wonderfully made, even those society might deem as less
than worthy.
Donna Freitas, author of Sex and the Soul,
spoke on social media and
the difficulties it brings
to image bearing. She
showed a study in which
79 percent of the participants agreed with the
statement, “my name is a
brand and I need to cultivate it carefully.”
Social
media
teaches the importance
of the image you create
for yourself rather than
the image of the one who
created you. Often this
changes image into a burden heavy to carry.
Jessica
Honegger, founder and CEO of
Noon-day Collection, said,
“put down image burdening and embrace image
bearing.” Too often, she
addressed, our image becomes a burden as we
strive to present the idealized version of ourselves.
We live in an image
driven culture; images
can catalyze and inspire
but they can also burden
us and lead to comparison and perfectionism.
Honegger reminded the
women to enjoy bearing
the image of their God
as they were, rather than
striving to be perfect. The
freedom from being image
burdened comes when we
know and embrace our image bearer identity.
Amber Haines, author of Wild in the Hollow, followed the theme of
knowing who we are and
embracing the image go
God, even in the broken
parts of our stories, “do
not be ashamed of the broken parts of your story.
Rather, use them
as the avenue to helping
meet others in their brokenness.” She told the
story of her darkest low
in life and how God met
her there with love and
redemption, “in brokenness, he meets us.”
Myquillyn Smith,
author of The Nesting
Place, stressed the importance of making our
home a safe place to be
broken, “Home is a place
where you will be accepted with your imperfections. Home is rich in
community, joy, and contentment. Home is rest in
the mists of the undone.”
Home ought to be
a place you can come into
and be yourself then go out
of and and love the world.
These speakers offered many wise insights
on women in the church
and the world. Overall the
event was beneficial to all
who went.
Moral of the story, when senate offers to
send students to conferences for free, be in the
first ten to reply.

RESPONSE TO
“SELF-HARM”
ARTICLES
by Charlie Allen
After reading all three of
Margaret Duncan’s articles on self-harm, I found
myself asking “who is my
struggling
neighbor?”
Looking to my left and my
right, and in true American fashion thinking
about myself, everybody is
a struggling neighbor.
I get it. Video-gamers don’t have the
same scars that exercise fanatics do, and that
couch potato won’t have
the same scars that the
porn addict will have. The
cocaine addict won’t have
the same scars that the
self-harmers have, but we
all have scars, and we are
constantly finding new
ways to get them.
I frequently hear
people around me saying
things like, “you just can’t
possibly know what it’s
like” and “you can’t relate
because you haven’t experienced it.” We all have the
tendency to sin more under duress and we all, due
to the fall, struggle with
excessive, overwhelming
stress. Maybe this isn’t
under scrutiny by addicts,
but I would like to suggest
that not some, not most,
but all can relate.
So how do we cope
with stress? Some people refuel socially, some
through time with video
games and movies and
Netflix. Some exercise
and do the creative things
Margaret mentioned, like
“hiking,” or maybe surfing? This struck a cord.
I surf. I have surfed
every conceivable opportunity I have been given
since the day I first stood

up on the board. Replace
Kendrick Lamar’s “Swimming Pools (Drank)” with
Wave Pools (surf) and
that’s been my life since
I was 14. I do it by reflex,
friends don’t win, family,
doesn’t win, and sometimes I wonder if God
brought me to the beach
or I brought Him.
It has systematically compromised my
relationships with friends
and family. I have surfed in
hurricanes, surfed with a
broken knee, been scarred,
skin charred by the sun,

almost drowned and been
out surfing at the same
beach when someone else
actually did.
People don’t have
an issue with my “drop
everything and surf” addiction, my quest to work
hard enough to develop
any kind of pain that reminds me that I surfed, in
fact people think it’s cool.
People including
my family expect me to
surf when I’m leering
across the beach at the
waves, which is all I do
while the sun is out. Where
am I going with this?
Everybody is addicted to something.
Hiding indoors thinking
you’re safer playing video
games and eating food,
maybe getting heart disease, doesn’t mean you’ll
be any healthier dying of
a heart attack at age fifty
than the crack addict who
rehabs too late, or the person cutting him or herself.
Doing
extreme
sports is dangerous, doing drugs is dangerous,
exercising can be dangerous, self-harm is dangerous, gluttony can be
dangerous, and porn is
dangerous.
We have all found
something. We developed
this false perception that
you can live stressful lives
and not have issues with
which we need Christ’s
help. In this lie we feel bad
for people who seem to be
living with more addiction
than we will admit exists
in ourselves.
Then we ask why
people that struggle with
“the really bad issues” are
struggling in a sea of people who don’t believe they
have issues of the same
magnitude. Stop it. Sin is
a not a quantitative measurement qualitative one
we all endure in this life.
There is no addiction or coping mechanism

to stress that doesn’t wear
you down or bring you
closer to death in some
way except those that
come about through your
relationship with Christ.
You want to help
your neighbor struggling
with
self-harm,
your
neighbor struggling with
porn, your neighbor pushing it too hard at the gym?
Identify the addictions
in your own life, live the
whole gospel and love all
your neighbors.

