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Debate Team Goes to D.C.
First topic: What country to
move to when Trump actually
wins?
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Barry Bonds, Hall of Famer?
Trump has also created his own
Hall of Fame. He is the sole
member.
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Moreau Review

Trump’s only problem with the
play was a distinct lack of golden
images of his face on set.
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Deadpool Review

Diseased Ryan Reynlds still
better looking than Trump.
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We Want More

But if there is one thing you can
still reasonably hate, there is a
strong case for Donald Trump.
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HERE COMES
THE CRANE

READY, SET, GO!
COVENANT’S
TRACK TEAM

by McKenzie Barham

by Amber Glecier

If you haven’t noticed by
now, there’s a large crane
on campus next to Carter
Hall.
The crane arrived
on Monday, Feb. 15, and
over the next few weeks
will install twenty-four
pieces needed to complete
the Carter tower, including the center tower walls,
and lower and upper crenellations. The tower is the
final step in the first phase
of the Carter Renovation.
“Overall, the project is progressing well,”
said David Northcutt,
campus architect. “As with
any project of this size and
complexity, there will be
challenges along the way.
The concrete repairs at
the top of the tower have
delayed its completion but
it is exciting to see the top
beginning to take shape.”
Carter Circle and
parts of Brock Garden are
barricaded while the crane
is on campus and pedestrian traffic has been temporarily redirected through
the Overlook to the front
of Brock Hall.
A temporary entrance from the Lobby to
the Great Hall has also
been created, since the
North Hall on the main
floor is closed.
Northcutt said that
the completion date is targeted for early March, but
that will depend on the co-

When Katie Stanford came
to Covenant College four
and a half years ago to
coach cross country, she
had a vision for starting a
track and field program at
Covenant, but it wasn’t until September that the first
proposal for that vision was
approved by the college.
Covenant has had a
Cross Country team since
its move to Lookout Mountain in 1965 and over the
past five decades, students,
coaches, and administrators have all expressed interest in adding a track and
field team, but nothing had
ever come of it.
Prior to Stanford,
no coach pushed as hard
as her to start a track and
field program here at Covenant. The process took over
one and a half years from
submitting the proposal to
the actual approval and announcement of a team.
The original proposal was submitted with
four phases in order to start
a team. Phase 1 was the addition of long and middle
distance runners. Phase 2
was adding sprinters to the
team and an assistant sprint
coach. The plan for Phase
3 was adding field events,
and finally Phase 4 would
be building a track on Covenant’s campus.
Currently, phase 1
and 2 were combined with

operation of the weather.
“At this point in
the project, we have come
to expect the unexpected.
We learned a lot in the first
phase that we are able to
implement in the current
and future phases. As a
safety measure, the crane
does not operate in winds
above 20 mph. We have already experienced delays
last week due to the wind,”
said Northcutt.
Covenant
students living in the north
portion of Carter have
their own challenges, as
they are required to leave
their rooms when the
crane begins work at 8:30
a.m. and are not allowed
back in until it is finished.
Gracie Woodrow, a sophomore on Fourth North, is
trying to make the best of
a bad situation.
“It certainly is
inconvenient having to
move out of your room every morning, but I’ve been

so grateful for everyone—
individuals and whole
halls—who have offered us
a place to crash throughout the day. In light of all
the recent events happening in Carter and on
campus, stressing about a
crane seems so trivial and
temporary,” said Woodrow.
“I’m just hoping I
remember that when my
alarm goes off at seven in
the morning for the next
two weeks!”
The Carter Hall
renovation project will
cost $19.4 million—63 percent of which ($12,201,416)
has already been raised
through donations alone,
according to chief financial officer Dan Wykoff.
“I hope that students are delighted to
know this. Think about it:
people with means (great
and small) loved the idea
of an art building, so they
funded all $2.2 million of
its cost. And those who

STUDENTS CALL FOR GREATER
LGBT AWARENESS ON CAMPUS

half-smile. However, as a
Christian, Wheeler concluded that strengthening her relationship with
God was more crucial than
staying with CJ.
“I broke up with
her because I did not want
to be with a female anymore and if it was pleasing
for my Father, if that was
what he really wanted me
to do, then I would,” she
said. “Since then, I have
been pleading and begging for God to change
the way I see people or the
way I feel, and it’s been a
struggle. But now, there
are some guys that I find
attractive and sometimes
I do think about being in
relationships with guys.”
Wheeler and several others on campus
have expressed the extreme isolation they feel
while tussling with LGBT
attraction and desires—
particularly when these
issues are the subject of

by Molly Hulsey
For student “Lyndsey
Wheeler,”*
Covenant’s
tight-knit dating culture
and satirized reputation
as “the marriage mill on
the hill” elicits a gauntlet
of challenges beyond the
usual breakup or relational conflict: Wheeler has
grappled with same-sex
attraction since at least
middle school.
When Wheeler was
growing up, she gradually realized that she didn’t
have crushes on boys like
the other girls, but one
boy, Justin, was an exception. However, three
months into the relationship, Justin revealed to
Wheeler than his name
was actually Destinie, and
he was a girl.

Wheeler wrestled
with the revelation, but decided not to leave the relationship on the account of
Destinie’s sex. Wheeler later dated a biological male,
but it was a time marked
by toxic, controlling behavior and Wheeler’s feelings of forced attraction.
Wheeler seemed
to finally achieve emotional equilibrium while dating her brother’s female
friend, CJ, but personal
moral questions during
her first semester at Covenant compelled Wheeler
to part ways with her.
“I just didn’t like
guys. They weren’t attractive, but with her, she was
everything: she was hot,
she was sweet, she was
crazy— which is my favorite,” said Wheeler with a

love the College have given $12,201,416 just for
the Carter Hall project.
Incredible.”
“We’re confident
the Lord will provide the
rest of the funding in the
months ahead,” Wykoff
said. “With a project of this
size, scope, cost, and complexity, we’ve been delighted that there have been
no significant setbacks.
The weather is a constant
challenge but overall, the
project is still on track and
moving steadily along.”
Wykoff said the
school would appreciate
students praying for the
residents of Carter Hall,
safety of the construction
works, wisdom for the administration (particularly
for David Northcutt and
his team), and success for
the fundraising efforts led
by Jeff Sandhoff, Vice President for Advancement.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

inadvertent jokes among
students. Fears, or even as
Wheeler stated, the “paranoia,” of being discovered
by classmates and the administration have often
built protective hedges
even higher.
“Ryan Stevens,”* a
student who experiences
transgender desires, said
that “the biggest frustration is a lack of awareness.”
He, along with Wheeler,

does not feel that students
intentionally
ostracize
LGBT cohorts, but, according to Stevens, “there
is still such a stigma and
shame” attached to the issues.
“We feel secluded, we feel lonely. People
make jokes and there is
nothing we can say about
it,” said Wheeler. “We can’t
say ‘hey, man, maybe you
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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DEBATE TEAM
GOES TO D.C.
by Hannah Harris
Last weekend, Covenant’s debate team of ten
students took 4th place
out of 12 colleges in the
Values and Capitalism
Debate competition in
Washington, D.C. after
debating on a wide range
of topics ranging from
the Trans-Pacific Partnership to the Syrian refugee Crisis.
The debate was
held at the Mayflower
Renaissance Hotel half
a mile from the White
House and was hosted by
the American Enterprise
Institute (AEI) and Colorado Christian University.
Debates are simi-
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teams have 15 minutes to
prepare at the beginning,
and then the teams take
turns presenting their arguments and refuting the
arguments of the other
side.
After the debate
ends, the judges decide
the winner.
Covenant’s team, which
is actually a club, is typically an underdog at debate tournaments. Many
of the colleges they compete against, such as Pepperdine University and
Colorado Christian University, have complete debate programs.
Like sports teams,
those colleges offer scholarships and have full
time coaches. Covenant’s
team is coached by Stelar to other team sporting rounds.
events in that two teams
One team is as- phen McKerihan, a Covego head to head, but in signed to support a res- nant alumnus and former
this case, each team par- olution; the other is as- member of the team.
Even though Coveticipates in five one-hour signed to oppose it. Both

LGBT AWARENESS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

shouldn’t joke about that’
without seeming weird or
we care too much.” When
Wheeler shared her dating
history with close friends,
“individually, they were really nice and understanding and comforting and
helpful, but had I told my
friends in a group setting,
their reaction would have
been different.”
“I don’t think the
community takes it seriously” said Stevens.
In the past three
years since VP of Student
Development, Brad Voyles,
began to make changes to
the student handbook’s
once fragment-sized statement concerning homosexuality, issues of biblical
sexuality have taken on
new importance within
Student Development and
the administration as a
whole.
“Apparently, we (as
Christians) haven’t done
the best job of talking
about a theology of sex,”
said Psychology Chair, Dr.
Kevin Eames, “and the
church doesn’t know how
to talk about it. I won’t
say they don’t want to talk
about it. They struggle
with it, so, there’s lots of
confusion.”
To address this
confusion and reach out
to students that struggle
with same-sex desires or
gender concerns among
other facets of sexuality,
Voyles pulled together faculty members, staff, and
students to form a Sexuality Committee that meets
privately almost every
month.
Regular members
include Voyles, Eames,
Theology Professor Dr.
Hans Madueme, Theater
Professor Camille Hallstrom, Chaplain Grant
Lowe, counselor Shan Alexander, Associate Dean
of Students Jonathan
Ingraham, Andreas RD
Hannah Bloomquist, and

two students. Philosophy
Professor Dr. Bill Davis
and Director of Academic
Support, Janet Hulsey periodically chime in at the
meetings.
So far, the Committee meetings have yielded
panel Q&A discussions
and chapel events that
tackle these often taboo
subjects and broach LGBT
questions. Faculty panels
include last year’s “Continuing the Discussion:
Sexual Identity & the
Christian” and a forum on
sexual abuse where students could respond with
live questions or anonymous text-queries.
Rosaria
Butterfield, author of Secrets of
an Unlikely Convert: An
English Professor’s Journey Into the Christian
Faith, former lesbian and
advocate of queer literary theory, was invited to
speak at a chapel lecture
in 2013, while Sam Allberry, pastor and author of Is
God Anti-Gay?, and Matthew Trexler, ’11 Covenant
alumnus, spoke about
their experiences with
same-sex attraction in Fall
2014.
This
February’s
Sexuality Week and Dr.
William Struther’s WIC
lecture, “Sexuality and the
Brain” were the newest
installments to the conversation and a result of
January’s meeting.
The
Committee
also wants to remind students facing LGBT issues

that they are welcome to
pursue private, complimentary counseling at the
Priesthill Center or bring
queries to Committee
members.
“Right now what
we want to do is create a
place where people can
feel safe to explore these
issues, to talk about them,
for us to have candid conversations about the reality that there are brothers and sisters in Christ
who struggle with same
sex attraction and gender
dysphoria and maintain a
balance between Biblical
faithfulness and caring,”
said Eames.
He explained further that while culture’s
perception of sexuality
currently challenges biblical views, caring “without
judgement or condemnation” is a major aspect of
biblical faithfulness. As
a result of Committee
discussions, the administration recently approved
Eames’s
psychology
course, Human Sexuality,
as a Social Science Distribution for next semester.
“We have a framework
now for conversations,”
said Voyles,” and hopefully that’s allowing more
conversations to happen …
we don’t want students to
sit in silence and feel that
‘no one gets what I’m going through and nobody is
safe to talk to.’”
While
external
speakers have shared important insights to the

student body, he said it
was the internal speakers
who presented “a friendly
face” to students desiring
personal guidance or information on these issues.
During the most
recent Committee meeting, held on Feb. 19, members presented feedback
from Sexuality Week and
plans for a second Sexual Identity and “Women‘s
Only” sexuality panel this
semester. Some members
also proposed a spiritual
successor to the once-popular “Wittenburg Door
Project”— a forum where
students posted anonymous questions answered
by Covenant faculty—and
regular “breakout groups”
where students could
meet to discuss hot topics
including LGBT issues.
Stevens and student “Logan Sparks”*
both expressed gratitude
towards the Committee
for making headway on
these discussions and providing personal guidance.
“I was surprised when
I first shared about my
struggle with same-sex
attraction to know that
Student Development had
done so much research
and reading to genuinely
understand these issues
in a sympathetic way,” said
Sparks. “The administration really does a lot behind the scenes that students don’t always see to
care for the student body,
and this committee is really making an effort to help
students.”
Stevens was particularly captivated by
the panel discussions and
speakers. “When I got to
Covenant, I didn’t know
anybody I could talk to
about how I don’t feel comfortable in my own body-in my sexual identity,” he
said. “Hearing speakers
come in to talk about same
sex-attraction was very
encouraging to me. I feel
encouraged by some of
the talks happening about
giving students the kind of
support they need.”

nant’s team doesn’t have
the same advantages
some other schools do,
they have still benefited
from learning to think on
their feet and clearly express ideas.
“It’s an incredible
life skill to have,”says
Morgan Barney, a member of the team.
And participating
in the club comes with
its own kind of perks. After completing their last
round on Saturday, the
team had the chance to
do some sightseeing and
visited the Washington
Monument, the Lincoln
Memorial, and the Capitol.
On March 5-
7,
the team will be at Point
Loma Nazarene University in San Diego, Calif.,
for the National Christian College Forensics Invitational.
He hopes that the administration will pursue “a legitimate, targeted strategy
for an ongoing and guided
campus discussion” in the
future, as well as creating
a safe place for people to
ask questions, particularly when addressing LGBT
issues
Wheeler, however,
expressed her disappointment with the lack of specifically
LGBT–related
discussion. She also fears
that meeting with Student
Development would result
in forced counseling sessions or becoming a “poster child” for campus LGBT
issues.
“LGBT students
already feel like they’re
being hunted down. We
already feel like we can’t
come out,” she said. “Even
if it is not the administration’s motive, it would
seem that way to someone
who has been going here
for a year or longer and is
paranoid.”
Wheeler suggested that presenting anonymous campus LGBT
statistics alongside the
number of students suffering from depression, anxiety, and other psychological problems could help
raise awareness during an
annual chapel.
Still, Wheeler sees
potential in counseling
and interpersonal outreach for others in her
shoes. “You’re not alone
and this is also something
you don’t have to work
with or through by yourself,” she said. “It’s something I worked through by
myself with God, but that
doesn’t mean you have to.”
*Lyndsey Wheeler, Ryan
Stevens,
and
Logan
Sparks are pseudonyms
used at the request of
these students to protect
their identity.
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TRACK TEAM

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
the addition of both middle, long distance runners,
and sprinters to the team.
These phases were constructed to show the process of starting a team and
that the addition of a track
team was possible. There is
currently no specific time
or deadline for these phases
to be complete.
Covenant’s Track
and Field program will
only consist of an outdoor
track. Although Covenant will not have indoor
track as an oﬃcial sport,
the team will participate
in indoor meets. Covenant
belongs to the USA South
Conference, but it does not

sponsor track and field so
there is no conference meet
to qualify as a team for nationals. However, individual athletes are able to qualify for nationals by getting a
qualifying time for runners
or marks for jumps and
throws.
There will be no
new full-time coaches or
assistants added to the program yet. Coach Stanford
said that she “wants to see
progress with the program
before a new track coach
or assistant is hired.” It is
possible that there will be
volunteers helping the team
next spring.
Coach Stanford did
request training blocks in
the budget as new equipment for the team. The
track team will only have
running events in its first
year so there will not be
shot put, hurdles, or pole
vaulting. Therefore, no additional track equipment
will be needed for the time
being.
Covenant does not
currently have a track, but
Coach Stanford asserted
that it would not be necessary. Practices will mostly
be held on campus on trails,
fields, and the weight room.
The distance team is able to
run and get in their mileage
on campus and the sprinters will use the intramural
and shadowland field for
practice.
Coach Stanford said
that there will definitely
be hill practices on campus, and once or twice a
week the team will be down
the mountain for practice
on tracks at Chattanooga
Christian School and Dade
County School.
In regards to recruitment, Coach Stan-
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ford said that the addition
of the team has resulted in
numerous prospective students contacting her with
a lot of interest and excitement. Normally, students
are recruited in their sophomore and junior seasons
because by their senior seasons, students have already
committed.
Therefore, Stanford
has not begun recruiting
yet because the track season has not started. When
meets begin and results are
published for runners, the
recruiting process for Covenant’s track team will begin.
In the team’s first
year, Coach Stanford hopes
to have 12-15 men and 1215 women on the team. By

next year, she anticipates
the team having 20 men and
20 women. She also said
the team is open to jumpers
practicing and competing
in events, but not throwing,
hurdles, or pole vault as of
yet. In the future, Covenant will be open to adding
these events, but not in its
first year.
Not only will this
program open opportunities for more runners, it
will also greatly help Covenant’s cross country team
by making them stronger
runners. Since track is in
the spring season, this gives
cross country runners the

CARTER
HALL TAX
CREDITS
by Louis Metcalfe
Covenant College has confirmed that it is eligible for
tax credits worth between
$3.5 million and $4 million
dollars for its historic renovation of Carter Hall.
According to Dan
Wykoff, Vice President for
Finance and Operations &
CFO, the college finalized
the process of becoming eligible for the credits shortly before Christmas.
With the tax credits and a recent matching
offer from donors, Covenant expects to be fully
debt free upon the completion of the renovations. Donors have offered to match
up to $5 million dollars in
donations to help pay for
the rehabilitation.
Before Covenant
could receive tax credits
for renovations, Carter
Hall had to claim a spot
on the National Register
of Historic Places, a list
maintained by the National Parks Service.
To earn a spot on
the National Register of
Historic Places, Carter
Hall has to be converted
to its original state. This
includes restoring the
original roof and building
porches on the north and
south ends of the building.
Because Covenant
is on the National Register of Historic Places, the
government will pay twenty percent of the school’s
qualified
rehabilitation
expenses, or QRE’s in the
form of tax credits. Covenant College is a nonprofit

organization, meaning it
does not pay taxes. However, Covenant is allowed
to sell its tax credits to a
for-profit company, a venture capital firm in Washington D.C.
One of the stipulations of being on the National Register of Historic
Places is that Carter Hall
may not be used primarily
for religious purposes. Mr.
Wykoff said, “We might
say everything we do is for
religious purposes.”
However, from the
government’s standpoint,
this means that more than
50% may not be used for
things like chapel services
and Bible studies. If the
use of Carter Hall changed
drastically, it would be
easy to take Carter off of
the register.
For
now,
Mr.
Wykoff stated that Covenant is still on track to fin-

FACULTY QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“Hi Grammys this is the most important living artist
talking.”
Kanye West

opportunity to train year
round, as well as adding a
double competition season.
In this 2016 spring season,
Covenant’s new track team
will begin practicing and
going to meets for the first
time.
Due to an increased
interest in sprinters, Coach
Stanford decided that
sprinters will also be participating in these events.
This spring long
distance runners, middle-distance runners and
sprinters will be competing
in 3 track meets. Stanford
is calling this first spring
a “trial run” and will give
runners the opportunity to
train and compete.

ish the renovations by August 2017. Clearly excited
about the prospect of a full
restoration, Mr. Wykoff
stated, “Carter Hall is going to look spectacular.”
The changes are
not only aesthetic, but
also functional. Carter has
been suffering from water
leakage for years and the
renovations will stop the
water damage. President
Halvorson stated, “It’s a
wonderful providence that
it turns out that the most
effective way to weatherproof this building is to actually return it to its original look.”
Over the last few
years, Covenant has tested different waterproofing
techniques at the north
end of Carter. The school
decided to pursue an advanced sealant that will
last for 40-50 years and a
new roof that will last for
80 years.
Halvorson said, “I
would like for it to be the
case that my successor
and my successor’s successor and my successor’s successor’s successor doesn’t
have to worry about the
exterior of Carter Hall.”
Despite the mayhem of construction, residents are excited about a
renovated Carter as well.
Matt Schroeder, President of Carter Hall stated,
“I think Carter will look
great! I have heard a lot of
people especially excited
about the new windows.
They are huge and let in
so much light during the
day. I can’t wait to see the
tower finally finished in a
few weeks. It’s going to be
something else.”

SPORTS

DON’T
SEND YOUR
KIDS TO
OOLTEWAH
by Berto Dryden
Not too long ago, many of
us were freshman in high
school. Coming from junior high, freshman year
is a big leap from the
eighth grade.
Adjusting to a new
school and new environment can be difficult and
marks the common experience of freshman year.
The transition from middle school to Ooltewah
High School was more
difficult than others for
this particular fifteen
year old boy.
On a school basketball trip to Gatlinburg,
a 15-year-old student was
held down by two fellow
teammates while a third
forced a pool stick into his
rectum causing it to puncture his colon and break
off in his bladder. He was
hospitalized for the next
eight days.
The other teammates were in another
room while the coaches

HERE’S TO
YOU, PETE
by Z Arima
This weekend I cried. I
cried real good. I expected
to cry, but I didn’t expect
to cry real good.
Saturday, Feb. 20,
was Covenant basketball’s senior night. Senior
nights are often filled
with tears, as they are
designed to celebrate the
hard work and dedication
that the athletes have put
into their program over
their careers. Covenant
did just that.
With a healthy
crowd in Barnes Physical Education Center, the
night ended with the Scots
defeating Maryville (those
other Scots) 74-69, marking a perfect send off for
the Covenant seniors at
their last home game.
If the heavy nostalgia and the realization
of the end of the line for
senior basketball players
Robby Bell, Chris Boyd,
TJ Cox, Matt den Dulk,
Micah Turner, and Daniel Garrett wasn’t enough
to create an emotionally charged atmosphere
on Saturday night, the
Scots had a special visitor in attendance that
made the victory taste
that much sweeter.
Before the game
started, Pete rolled in.
Those that know Coach Peter Wilkerson know that
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were upstairs. Everyone
became aware of situation
when they heard a loud
scream of pain and when
the coaches finally entered the room, the freshman was covered in urine,
blood, and feces.
The rape occurred
around 7:00 p.m. on Dec.
22, and authorities weren’t
notified until 12:34 am on
Dec. 23. All three teammates have been charged
with aggravated rape and
are next scheduled to appear before the Sevier
County Juvenile Court on
March 15th.
According to coverage by reporters at the
Chattanooga Times Free
Press, parents and students have complained for
years that school officials
have failed to adequately deal with claims of assault and bullying, but
the severity of this crime
prompted the first serious
criminal investigation into
Ooltewah’s toxic culture.
A number of former
Ooltewah students have
stepped forward since the
assault claiming that they
too were physically abused
by teammates and classmates, but little to nothing
was done by school officials
who were notified. Some
have even alleged that
they were sexually abused
by teachers and coaches
he rolls when he moves.
He walks into a room and
rolls through conversations, moving about with
excitement and a vigor
that are evident in a trademark grin. On Saturday,
his rolling was something
altogether different.
Peter has been
battling
Guillain-Barré syndrome, which is a
rare disease where the
human body’s immune
system attacks its own
nervous system.
Peter was rolled
into the gym by his wife,
Samantha, in a wheelchair.
He is fighting for feeling
in his body, he has a hard
time speaking, and even
the trademark grin is absent these days.
He
ultimately
should battle back and feel
little to no effects of the
disease later in life, and we
hope to see him courtside
again next year.
But to simply be
present at one of the most
pivotal moments in the
season, to be there when
a chapter closed for those
men, even in the midst of
suffering. That was magical. Thanks Pete.

who introduced them to
alcohol and pornography
before molesting them.
Tennessee has a
law on reporting child
abuse and child sexual
abuse which “mandates
reporting by any person
who knows or has reasonable cause to suspect
that a child has been sexually abused, regardless
of whether it appears the
child has sustained an
injury as a result of the
abuse.” The coaches nor
the school reported the incident to authorities.
To add another
layer of potential mishandling to this case, the
Gatlinburg detective who

was responsible for investigating the case is now
being investigated himself, for perjury.
Detective Rodney
Burns is currently being
investigated for his testimony on Feb. 15 during
the preliminary hearing
per request of Hamilton County District Attorney, Neal Pinkston.
Burns is denying all allegations of perjury.
This has been a
recurring pattern for the
Ooltewah schools. According to a woman named Tonya McBryar, her son was
beaten on an Ooltewah
bus four years ago so severely, her son now has

brain damage. No punishment was given to the
attacker. This is just one
of the many other attacks
that has happened at a
bullying or hazing level at
the Ooltewah schools.
As for punishment
for the sexual assault, the
basketball ball season was
suspended. The coaches
are on leave without pay
and, including the athletic director, are being
charged with failing to report child abuse suspected child sexual abuse.

“GOD KNOWS I’M A HALL OF FAMER”
by Phil Moore
Barry Bonds was one of
the most prolific baseball
players ever to play the
game. Bonds owns countless records including the
most career home runs
(762) most home runs in
a season (73) and most
MVP awards (7).
Even with all these
records, the 14-time allstar has yet to be elected
into the baseball hall of
fame because of alleged
steroid use.
While federal prosecutors dropped their case
against Bonds last year,
it is widely known that
Bonds did use steroids at
least during some short intervals in his career, if not
for extended periods of it.
Many baseball purists argue that in order to
protect the integrity of the
game and the hall of fame,
players who are believed to
have used steroids should
be barred from entry.
There is a fundamental problem in this

view, however, because
there are already players
in the Hall of Fame who
have used illegal performance enhancing drugs,
and not a single one of
those players already in
the hall had an impact on
the game like Bonds did.
While yes, Bonds’
statistics did jump after

stars, and be some of the
most well-known names
in sports. One of Bonds’
other records is the most
walks in a career, which is
something that doesn’t involve the use of any drug.
To attest to his
elite skill beyond steroids,
he is currently a hitting
coach for the Florida Mar-

his alleged steroid use
began, many argue he
was already a hall of fame
quality player before that
happened.
There is no doubt
in my mind that Bonds
benefitted from the use
of steroids in his career.
I believe his doing of this
was in fact dishonest, and
cheating.
But steroids
alone can’t make you the
best hitter in baseball history. Steroids didn’t hit
the ball; Barry hit the ball.
If steroids were the
cause of his success, then
the hundreds of other
steroid users in baseball
would all be 14-time All-

lins. The man worked his
tail off to become one of
the best hitters in baseball
history, and it would be far
fetched to attribute all of
that to simple steroid use.
Bonds
received
only 44% of the vote to be
selected into the hall of
fame this year, his fourth
year of eligibility. He still
has six years of eligibility left, but needs 75% of
the vote to make it. His
chances of making the hall
of fame look pretty slim,
but Bonds is past letting it
get to him. After the vote
was cast, all Bonds said in
response was, “God knows
I’m a Hall of Famer.”

ARTS

MOREAU REVIEW
by Caroline McLeod
Covenant College Theatre
Department’s production
of Moreau by Sean Gaffney opened last weekend,
inviting audiences onto an
island where scientist
Dr. Moreau is conducting questionable experiments.
The stage is set
with distressed wood,
rough burlap material, and
green overtones to convey
the jungle-like nature of
the island. The islanders
are dressed in make-shift
tunics and head coverings,
while those on the island
who come from civilization
are dressed in the clothing
of English gentlemen.
Based on H.G.
Wells’ The Island of Dr.
Moreau and directed by
Professor Camille Hallstrom, the play tells the
story of young biologist
Edward Prendick (Matthew Mindeman), who
finds himself on an island
inhabited by very strange
natives. The islanders

THE VAGINA
MONOLOGUES
by Autumn King
The Vagina Monologues
has been a fixture of feminist iconography since its
opening in 1996.
Charles Isherwood,
writer for the New York
Times, said of the Vagina Monologues that it is
“probably the most important piece of political
theater of the last decade.”
Keeping this introduction in mind gives
an interesting lens with
which to look at The Vagina Monologues.
The entire show
consists of individual and
collected true stories from
women, ages 6 to 86, about
their relationship with
their vaginas.
These stories range
from the topics of infidelity, masturbation, menstruation, pubic hair, prostitution, child molestation,
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move
animalistically
across the stage, jumping
from platforms and looking like they don’t quite
know how they are supposed to walk. They are
human, but something is
just not quite right.
As the story unfolds, Prendick puts two
and two together to discover, to his horror, that Dr.
Moreau (William Darby)
has been experimenting
on animals in an attempt
to create a new humanity.
With the help of
his
alcohol-dependent
assistant Dr. Montgomery (Joseph Klingman),
Moreau has been trying
to blur the line between
man and beast. To a large
part, he succeeds.
The second act reveals Moreau’s greatest
triumph, Kate (Sammie
Brown), whom he has
transformed from a puma
into a beautiful, intelligent
young woman.
The cast is, quite
simply, brilliant. Mindeman’s Prendick is torn

between his love of science and knowledge, and
his strong moral conscience that screams at
the atrocity of Moreau’s
experiments.
Joseph Klingman’s
Montgomery is a man
who admires Moreau’s
unquestionable brilliance,
but uses drink to dull the
ethical problems Moreau’s
quest for glory brings.
Darby’s
Moreau
wants glory–and nothing
but glory–and to triumph
in the sight of all the London scientists who have
shunned him. He conceives himself a god, and
only concedes that the
real God “had better lab
material.”
Sammie
Brown
portrays Kate with the
grace of both a lady and
a cat, whose wheels are
turning all the while as she
realizes the horror her creator has put her through.
The only time the cast’s
portrayal lapsed was in
some minor fight scenes
amongst secondary characters, but otherwise the
show is enthralling from
beginning to end. Moreau
raises a multitude of

and rape. The show is also
written through the most
modern of feminist viewpoints, so it is accepting
of lesbian and transgender lifestyles and portrays
these stories as loving and
intimate expressions of female sexuality.
The show is presented as empowering
women to embrace their
womanhood through embracing their vaginas
(both literally and figuratively).
I have a problem
with this as a Christian,
and as a woman, on multiple levels. Though Plato would be proud of Eve
Ensler’s work, as this
view implies that sexuality is all there is to the
female experience.
When I interviewed the director of
the show, what she had
to say on the matter was,
“I never want anyone
to take away from The
Monologues that it’s just
about sex and sexuality
because it’s really not.

It’s about owning those
things and being allowed
to be comfortable in your
skin because you are a
sexual being.”
This is all good and
well, but the path to hell
is paved with good intentions. Whether the intention was to define women
by their sexuality or not,
that is what the show
does. It cannot be escaped. I don’t know of any
woman who would want
to be exclusively defined
by her sexuality.
The worldview of
this play is the epitome
of modern feminism, and
this is a feminism that endorses both reproductive
rights and apparently, in
the case of this play, lesbian child molestation.
One of the stories
told was about a fourteenyear-old girl who met an
older lady. This woman
kissed her and coerced her
into other activities. In the
play this story is told as a
beautiful tale of self-discovery and not as sexual

questions pertinent to
our culture. What is it
that makes a man?
How far can we
take our quest for knowledge before we cross a line,
especially as the scientific
field grows? What would
the world be like if the one
who created us wasn’t omniscient, omnipotent, and
omnibenevolent? Drawing
analogies from the Tower
of Babel and the fall of Lu-

cifer, it calls us to consider
what our place is as creations that have also been
given the ability to create.
Moreau will be
showing Feb. 26 at 8:00
p.m. and Feb. 27 at 2:30
p.m., and all who want to
think about the line between beast, man, and
God, or who just want to
be sincerely entertained,
should attend.

assault on a minor. But
since there is the pleasuring of a female involved,
the story serves the political purposes of the writer.
In The Vagina
Monologues,
feminine
pleasure is seen as the ultimate good in the world
and there is no greater
good than this. The only
men in the story who are
praised or even looked on
as good men are those who
basically worship vaginas.
Had the story
above involved an older man who coerced the
minor, it would be considered an outrage. The
issue would be seen as
it truly is, which is that
a person was robbed of

their innocence–and not
by their own understanding of love and sex.
I don’t know many
fourteen-year-olds
who
know the depth and gravity of sex and love.
I also am not convinced that Eve Ensler
has a complete understanding of sex and love.
Through Christ, we are
able to gain a complete
picture of sexuality, love
and marriage, as well as
the amount of selflessness–not just pleasure–
that it must be based in.

ARTS

DEADPOOL
REVIEW

and could earn the film’s
R-rating on their own.
All this being said,
Deadpool is a faithful
adaptation of the “merc
with a mouth.” I do not
read the comics personby Stephen Bankson
ally, but from what I understand he is one of the
Deadpool, Marvel’s latest more adult Marvel comfilm to hit theaters, came ic characters. Deadpool
out on Friday, Feb. 12, and turns just about any situmade $132.2 million on its ation into a joke and very
opening weekend.
often breaks the “fourth
Deadpool follows wall,” interacting with
the story of Wade Wil- his readers or audience.
son, a mercenary in modI found myself
ern New York who meets laughing out loud at this
a prostitute, Vanessa, at movie and really enjoya bar and quickly falls in ing it as I sat in the thelove. Soon after, howev- ater and watched it on
er, he is diagnosed with opening night. The film is
terminal cancer with no clever and unique, and rehope in sight.
ally does break the mold
But then a strange from the typical Marvel
man approaches him with style movie we’ve all gotan offer: he works for an ten used to since the first
organization that can cure Avengers film.
Wade and even make him
Deadpool is unlike
a superhero.
any other Marvel character, and I’m sure that
if I were not a Christian,
I would have no qualms
whatsoever with this film.
Having said that,
you probably know where
I’m going with this review. Like I said, as I was
watching the movie I really liked it, but through
the whole movie I did feel
a bit of guilt in my heart.
It was edgy, it was different, it was funny, it was
cool; but it didn’t really
have any morally redeeming qualities to it.
Colossus, from the
X-Men franchise, plays a
pretty big part in this movie and acts as the voice of
moral reasoning which
Deadpool constantly igThrough a long se- nores and mocks.
ries of events, Wade is givEven when Deaden amazing regenerative pool does not need to kill,
powers, but is left with he does, and without any
severe scarring over his hesitation. The only rebody as a result.
deeming point I can think
Furious at what of would be Wade’s devothas been done to him, ed love for Vanessa, but
Wade destroys the fa- even that is tainted with
cility and begins a jour- the sexually impure naney of vengeance in the ture of their relationship.
hopes of being able to
I have felt very
reunite with Vanessa.
convicted and conflicted
Deadpool is Mar- about this movie: I really
vel’s first movie in over ten
years to sport an R-rating
(for strong violence and
language throughout, sexual content and graphic
nudity), and its creators
have done just about everything they could to live
up to this rating.
Deadpool is very
much an anti-hero: his
actions are motivated
primarily by personal
gain and revenge. He has
no problem with killing,
loves to say the f-word and
its variations as much as
he can, and makes enough
crass jokes to make even liked it, but the worldview
a middle school boy feel it promotes is one that I
uncomfortable.
cannot get behind at all.
Another
aspect
There is certainly
that sets this movie apart something novel about a
from most comic book Marvel protagonist that
films are two scenes por- does not fit the mold of
traying sex and full frontal a typical superhero, but
nudity. Although in total Deadpool takes it to an
these scenes compose only extreme: glorifying what
a very small fraction of the is sinful and against
film, they are very explicit God’s will.
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NOT A REVIEW
OF THE LIFE
OF PABLO
by Charlie Allen
Despite this month’s release of Kanye West’s long
anticipated album, The
Life of Pablo, there will be
no review for the album.
If you are a fan
of Kanye, you probably
have already listened to
it many times, looked up
a review on Pitchfork,
and continued about your
merry Covenant studies.
That is what I did. So why
am I not writing a review
of Life of Pablo?
Being an outspoken fan, I was asked if I
wanted to write a review of
the album. This was a long
anticipated listen, and a
long anticipated write. A

write that now felt wrong.
I love Kanye! In a world
full of people obsessed
with image and reputation, Kanye reigns with
a louder, more crass, yet
transparent and honest
voice—a god of modern
culture. Kanye embraces
pretension and turns narcissism into an art form.
Songs like “Jesus
Walks”and “New Slaves”
challenge our societal

equilibrium. Kanye writes
a song about himself, “I
am a God,” as well as a
song explaining that, “Everything I’m not, made me
everything I am.”
Kanye is an enigma.
He is a rapper who feels as
comfortable rapping about
his problems as he does on
why he might have these
problems; a rapper who

feels comfortable writing
a workout plan for girls
so they can “land a rapper,
NBA player, or at least a
dude with a car.”
While he most
definitely crosses lines
and provides a general
pretence of infallibility, I
find Kanye to be a great
artist and fascinating to
listen to.
If I was once sheltered, Kanye undid this.
His music helped me
during some tough times
in the last few years, and
really challenged me to
fight through what it
means to be a Christian.
In one song, “Can’t
Tell me Nothing,” from an
earlier album, Graduation,
Kanye raps about a media
frenzy he caused when he
“told God he’ll be back in
a second.” At first, I kind
of laughed at telling God
things rather than praying about things. Soon I

anything about Kanye’s
honest reflection of himself in his work. An offbeat bass riff could just as
likely be left intentionally
as it could be accidental,
and as his followers have
learned, all lyrical faux
pas are intentional.
How does one
touch an artist like this?
I personally cannot fathom it.
So I could have
rolled out an article about
the poor streaming quality
during Kanye’s Madison
Square Garden virtual
listen/fashion debut in
lieu of a typical release, or
elaborated about the failure of Tidal (a music and
video streaming service)
to stream the album twenty minutes after Kanye
declared on SNL that the
album was released.
I could also have
tried to explain that Kanye
only released his album to

realized that while I pray,
sometimes I do tell God
things. I tell Him plans, expectations, and quasi-cynical assumptions about the
outcome of various trials
in my life.
This is just one of
many ways Kanye’s arrogant rantings have helped
me articulate and identify
my own arrogance.
It is too big. I
thought to myself, I should
not be writing a review of
Kanye, he should be teaching me to write a review. It
is too popular.
Kanye puts as
much effort into production as he does finding
creative new ways to bolster his image. Writing
an article with the wrong
wording might spark a
witch-hunt by a mob of
campus Kanye fans.
It is different. All
of Kanye’s albums are different, having their own
distinct musical styles.
Kanye’s work is not easy
listening, or designed to
climb the charts, though
it does.
Besides sick beats,
there is never a shortage
of cleverly concocted questions regarding the many
conundrums that come
with fame and the wildlife
of the rap game.
Besides, our opinions cannot insinuate

Tidal subscribers, so there
are no legitimate hard copies circulating in an effort
to allow for revisions to be
made in the future.
It is not technically finished. So a review
you write today may be
obsolete.
Even if it was,
who’s to say yours or my
take has apt judgments
and useful insight on an
artist who spends most of
his time in the spotlight
because the media is angry at him or has misunderstood him? I am overjoyed to be present for
this new, long anticipated
album. Just listen to it.
Drop the facade
that is understanding
Kanye and enjoy what
follows.

THE VERDICT
Yes, there is a crane.
No, the 10-ton bust of
John Calvin that will
crown Carter Tower
hasn’t arrived yet.

OPINIONS
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WE WANT
MORE
by Regan Huisman
As a culture, and specifically as a student body, we
are discontent.
We “hate” the
Great Hall. We “hate” our
homework. We “hate” our
practice hours. We “hate”
the fog. We “hate” going to chapel. We “hate”
administration. And we
“hate” that Covenant is a
giant bubble.
Are these thoughts
valid? Maybe, but why do
we feel so strongly about
these things that we are
investing in?
To be cynical, I
think the shallow answer
might be because these
things get in the way; they
trip us up and piss us off.
If you know me
at all, you can testify
that I complain about
these things probably
more than anyone. And I
think it is because what
I thought was my life trajectory has been rudely
flushed, and anyone or
anything that reminds
me of that needs to leave.

A HOLY LENT
by Victoria Yang
The rector invites the congregants to kneel as a tangible, physical sign of our
desire of repentance.
He begins to recite
from the Book of Common Prayer: “I invite you,
therefore, in the name of
the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by
self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by
reading and meditating on
God’s holy Word.”
I had never attended an Ash Wednesday
service before, and as my
church did not hold one, I
asked my friend if I could
come along to her church’s
service (Anglican Church
of the Redeemer) because
I wanted to be more intentional about Lent this year.

A lot of us have
felt this way. And a lot of
us especially feel this way
when looking at someone’s happily engaged
grin on Instagram.
Relationships are
another way that my life,
and probably yours, have
As each congregant rose from their seat
to receive ashes, the rector
reminded us, “Remember
that you are from dust, and
to dust you shall return” as
he, with ashes, formed the
sign of the cross on each of
our foreheads.
I have never ‘succeeded’ in observing Lent.
My church back home never formally talked about
it, and yet a topic often
brought up at church and
at school among friends
would be, “So what are
you giving up for Lent?”
Every year I would try, but
the most I’d ever ‘survive’
would be a week.
Eventually,
we
moved into a time of corporate confession. The rector led, “We have not loved
you with our whole heart,
and mind, and strength.
We have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We have not for-

taken the wrong turn.
Lots of people, lots of mistakes, lots of heartbreak.
And then you call
your mom, talk to your RA,
and they so kindly remind
you to never fear, because
Jesus is here. And yet, that
makes us more angry. Why?

A good friend once
told me “I feel like we are
always pushing to more ...
Just be a good ‘whatever
you are’ to him now.
If that progresses,
be good at that. If that
slides backwards, be good
at that.” He was right
(Danny Lloyd—meet him).
I was so caught up
in trying to insinuate the
next step in a relationship that I forgot to be a
good “whatever I was” to
that person.
Now that’s over,
but it is over because I
decided to be bad at what
I was. When we meet, we
push to be acquaintances.
When we are acquaintances, we push to be friends.
Friends to good friends, to
best friends, maybe to dating, ring, married?
When it comes to
our spiritual lives, we do
the opposite. We are really good at being what we
are: sinners. This is why
we are so content at being
discontent.
We want more: we
want better food, better
classes, more time, better people, and less distractions from our distractions, and we want a
God that is going to give
all of that to us. We forget that we are already

bought, that He has died,
that we have the most incredible gift.
What if we decided to be good at what we
are? Sons and Daughters, Heirs and coheirs,
friends, coworkers, citizens, students.
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given others, as we have
been forgiven.” We then
prayed together, “Have
mercy on us, Lord.”
Stephen Bankson
recently wrote in his Bagpipe article, “There is a
lot of value in a process
that takes time,” and challenged us to lengthen our

attention spans. I know
that Lent is not prescribed
by the Scriptures and that
we are not justified by our
observance of Lent, but
perhaps the reason that
I have never ‘succeeded’
with Lent is that I have
only seen the purpose of
Lent as self-denial.
I have only viewed
Lent through the lens of
my own six week journey
with what I choose to
give up, without the parallel journey of Christ’s
life, ministry, death, and
resurrection.
More times than
not, what I give up as a
result of Lent has not
pushed
me
towards
greater communion with
Abba Father.
Perhaps you have
experienced this too.
However, I’m beginning
to realize that we give up
something in order to acknowledge our finiteness;
to remind us of our need
and dependency on Christ
as the perfect atonement
for us. In this, we are able

For inquiries or comments. please contact
Emmett Gienapp at emmett.gienapp@covenant.edu.
This is a Covenant College student publication. The views expressed herein do not
necessarily reflect those of the college or the
student body.

to more clearly see a need
for the reality of the resurrection.
For those who
choose to ‘give up’ a food,
habit, or vice or ‘take up’ a
practice or discipline, may
the next few weeks lead
you to remember that you
are not your own.
We are not our
own; we are only more
than dust because of
Christ, and maybe this
Lenten season would lead
us to depend less on ourselves, and much more on
the Holy Spirit.
During this holy
Lent, would we all ponder the gospel of Jesus
Christ—His life, ministry,
and death—as we await
His resurrection. Come behold the glorious mystery
of Christ!

OPINIONS

FINDING
THE FIX
by Margaret Duncan
After my previous two articles on self-injury, the
question naturally arises:
“What do we do about
self-injury? How do we
help our fellow students
who struggle with it?” I
have a few ideas to offer
as to how to love your
neighbor struggling with
self-injury.
First and foremost,
do not try to find the fix.
As previously stated in my
first article, “There are as
many reasons for self-injury as there are students
who struggle with it.”
Each
individual
needs a different approach
to recovery. We must enter
into the relationship with
a learner mindset rather
than as someone bringing
the solution to the problem. There are, however,
many overlapping themes
in recovery that can be
helpful for most.
We must cover the
individual with prayer. Far
too often, prayer becomes
a last resort; we need to
see it as our most powerful
weapon. God is our comforter, healer, strength,
and shield. He is the redeemer that brings us out
of the muck of our sin.
Start a habit of
coming to your knees
before acting with your
own strength.
Pray for ways to
talk with them and for
ways to love them well.
As soon as you know

or suspect a person is
struggling with self-injury, begin praying for
them to find freedom in
our good Father.
In addition to
prayer, the next step is
offer to help the student
bring their struggle into
the light.
Self-injury is often wrapped up in shame
that fights to keep the
pain secret. Students find
it extremely difficult to
talk about their struggle
because they fear the reactions they may get from
their peers.
One Covenant senior said the most unhelpful thing anyone could
ever do was to react to her
wounds with disgust, over
exaggeration, or shame.
If you see evidence,
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or someone tells you about
their self-injury, react with
grace and the forgiveness
we find in Christ. Remind
the student that when
they are under the blood of
Christ; they are no longer
under the hold of sin.
Bringing sin to
light is not easy. It can
be awkward, and it can
be quite painful. But if
both parties are entering into the conversation
with love, the outcome
can be one of great healing and can strengthen
the relationship.
If we are to be a
community that spurs one
another towards Christ,
we need to be a community
willing to point out sin patterns in our friends. But of
course, this must be done
from a posture of humility,
all the while monitoring
the motives of our actions.
Many people overlook signs of self-injury
because they assume it is
a method to get attention
or pity from others. While
some people may self-injure simply to get attention, it is far more likely
for self-injury to be a cry
for help because their pain
and shame has silenced
any other mode of communication they know.
As Chaplain Grant
Lowe said, “Self-harm is
a harmful mode of communication, but it is communication nonetheless.”
Regardless of motivation,
each instance of self-injury must be addressed and
treated seriously.
Self-injury is a coping mechanism to deal
with deeper emotional
pains. As the struggle
comes into the light, ask
about the reasons behind
the injury. Why is life so

challenging that the person is turning to self-injury to cope?
Make room for
meaningful conversations,
but also know those conversations require intimacy of relationship, and that
takes time to build.
It is important to
recognize that the student may not want to talk
about the deeper hurts
with you. Don’t take it
personally. If the person
does not want to talk to
you about the self-injury,
don’t walk away. Respect
their privacy, but also respect that they are a child
of God in pain.
They need to be
talking to someone. Offer
to help them bring up the
issue with another friend,

adult, or counselor. If
they refuse, go to a trusted adult and express your
concern for the student.
It is important to
recognize our limits when
loving those struggling
with self-injury. Even if
a friend is willing to talk
with you, it is a good idea
to bring a trusted spiritual
leader into the conversation. Self-harm can escalate quickly and can often
become very dangerous to
the student.
I have known students who did not feel
comfortable sharing about
their self-injury with a professional counselor. Counseling isn’t for everyone,
but mature wisdom and
guidance is. This is not an
issue students ought to
handle by themselves.
If someone does
start counseling, that
does not mean you are in
a place to step out of the
relationship. Healing the
deep emotional pain that
is causing the person to
self-injure is a long, challenging road.
Students
need
friends walking alongside them in the everyday
battles in addition to the
help from a counselor or
therapist.
Ask the friend how
you can love them best,
but don’t stop there. Many
students express frustration because they don’t
know what is helpful.
Even if they cannot offer any suggestions,
be purposeful about seeking out ways to love them.
Send them a note in the
mail, ask them to lunch,
invite them to sit with
you in chapel.
Many times students fall into patterns of

self-injury because they
have not been taught
how to feel and cope with
stress in a healthy way.
Talk with the student to
help them create positive
coping patterns.
Offer to take part
in prayer, hiking, working out, baking, painting, or other helpful activities with them.
We must make
our campus a safe, caring
place to admit struggles
with self-injury and other
sins. We need to work to
respond to people in need,
loving them, and always
affirm their place at the
table of the King, all the
while remembering that
we too are sinners in need
of a merciful Father.

A WIC
SIDE NOTE

and emotional matters.
This perspective leads
women to adopt a sense of
shame because the church
communicates that their
role is not sexual sin, and
is outside the bounds of
by Anne Fuller
forgiveness.
Is the church realThank you, Covenant, ly more comfortable with
for hosting Dr. William condemning gossip than
Struthers as this year’s they are willing to address
WIC Lecture Series speak- masturbation or pornograer. His series entitled,
phy as it pertains to wom“Sexuality and the en? Is it inappropriate for
Brain: Christian Faithful- women to address women
ness in the New Millenni- on these matters?
um,” was highly instrucWhile I think it is
tional—a necessary and beneficial to hear from a
truth-speaking presenta- man speaking to a gention. So I thank you for der diverse congregation,
the opportunity to listen there are struggles a man
and generate discussion cannot be the authority
on sexuality.
figure on, because he is
I am not writing to not a woman and has not
critique, complain, or in- experienced them.

cite unfruitful discussion.
I am writing to publicly
validate some feelings of
misrepresentation.
Per the 2014-2015
academic year, approximately 58 percent of Covenant College’s undergraduate population consisted
of women. As part of the
majority, I think it is important for women to hear
from other women about
their sexuality.
Men are able to
speak into women’s lives,
and may say the exact
same thing as a woman
would tell other women,
but the information will
never come from a mutual understanding and
perspective.
Women need other women to affirm their
sexual struggles. A sexual
encounter you have as a female will never be affirmed
in the same way a male’s
sexual struggle is affirmed
within the church, because
the men are authoritative
over sexual matters and
are expected to struggle in
this area.
It is damaging to
assume that women struggle less with sexual sin,
and more with relational

This
will
not
change, no matter how
empathetic you are to
women, or how devoted
you are to understanding
female sexuality.
It is alarming to
hear stories from friends
of women who do not
even know about their
own sex organs, and are
afraid of them.
We have been
failed by the church to be
educated on our own anatomy, left to figure things
out on our own and from
culture. None know more
about women than women, so I encourage you—
begin discussions.
Do not be satisfied
with one-sided perspectives when it comes to your
own body; ask questions.
Pray for God to reveal His
love to you so that you may
understand His desires for
your body.

