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No word on whether the tower
will become the Eye of Sauron,
yet.
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Don’t screw this up, Panthers.
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Thank God For Girls

“If you waaant to destroooy my
sweataaah, hold this thread as I
walk awaaaaaaaaay.”
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Oscars Diversity Crisis

Get ready to watch a bunch of
white guys win stuff.
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by Molly Hulsey

by Mackenzie Jones

members, and national
Christian advocacy group,
Alliance Defending Freedom, provided feedback
on the request. DOE approved Covenant’s waiver
in July, and the decision
has since been met with
mounting criticism from
some alumni and LGBT
rights activists.
Covenant is now
included on Campus
Pride’s “Shame List”
with 59 other religious
institutions that filed for
the exemption.
According to PresidentDerek
Halvorson,
nothing about the school’s
policy or views towards
the enrollment or conduct of LGBT student
has changed with the approved waiver.
“The exemption
isn’t intended to govern
on campus policy or practice,” he says. “It’s just an
in-the-background legal
protection for religious
institutions.”
In accordance with
the beliefs of the PCA,

DOCTOR DOCTOR MADUEME
by Emily Hoeksema
Not many college professors can sport both a
medical doctorate and
a theology doctorate on
their office walls. Doctor
(Doctor) Hans Madueme,
professor of Biblical and
Theological Studies at
Covenant College, can.
Not many people
say they have lived in Sweden, Nigeria, Austria, England, and Canada before
the age of 20. Dr. Hans Madueme can.
Madueme lived in
his birth country of Sweden until the age of one
when his family moved
to Nigeria for six years.
There, he attended an
international school of
German and English influence. The family then relocated to Vienna, Austria,
and sent him to a boarding
school in England.

“Skreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee” - says
1,000 bald eagles.
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TITLE IX
This past year, Covenant
College, among dozens
of religious institutions
across the nation, received
a waiver recognizing the
school’s exemption from
Title IX policy— a gender and now transgender
equality bill for federally
funded institutions. The
flurry of requested waivers
follows the Department
of Education (DOE)’s expansion of the bill to include non-conforming and
LGBT individuals under
its umbrella. This decision
was made in April 2014.
The exemption is
provided in Title IX for religious institutions whose
beliefs contradict any of
its tenants. In particular,
it protects these institutions from law-suits based
on gender or LGBT discrimination.
Specific Title IX
exemptions differ for each
institution. Some request
exemption from anti-discriminatory laws for admissions and employment;
others petition against
transgender use of gender-specific housing and
restroom facilities.
Covenant College
filed for the exemption
waiver last May after the
decision was finalized by
the Board of Trustees in
late March 2015. Dean
of Students, Brad Voyles
drafted the application
letter after the administration, various faculty

The Other A Word

When his family later
moved to Canada, he decided to attend McGill
Medical School in Montreal to be closer to them. After receiving his Bachelor
of Science degree in anatomy in 1996, he went on to
receive his Masters of Divinity from Howard Medical School in Washington
D.C. during his first time
in the United States.
Madueme ended
up doing his residency in
internal medicine at the
Mayo Clinic in Rochester,
Minn., where he suddenly
recognized that he no longer wanted to be a doctor.
“I was bitten by
the theology bug. One day
I woke up and I fell out of
love with medicine. I was
dreaming about theology,” he said. He realized
this in the first year of his
residency but finished the
remaining three years to

Pres. Halvorson says that
“sexual activity outside of
the bounds of marriage is
sinful and so, we ask folks
that are going to be a part
of this community to refrain from sexual activity,
heterosexual or homosexual. That hasn’t changed
at all. We don’t screen
people for orientation or
attraction. We don’t believe it is necessarily sinful
for someone to experience
same sex attraction. However, we do believe sexual
activity is to be restricted
to heterosexual marriage.”
Many
religious
schools have decided to
file for the waiver after
Jaycen, a transgender student of Quaker-affiliated
George Fox University,
requested to live in men’s
housing as an anatomical
female. The school offered
Jaycen single-person housing, but denied the student’s request. The school
was one of the first to file
for an LGBT exemption after receiving threats from
Jaycen’s lawyer.
soften the blow to his parents, who he knew would
be disappointed that he
had decided to pursue theology instead of medicine.
And pursue he did. “It was
like boiling water spilling
over,” Madueme said. He
applied to and was accepted by the Trinity Evangelical Divinity School where
he earned his Doctor of
Philosophy and Masters of
Divinity degrees.
He met his wife
Shelley at Trinity, where
she was pursuing a degree
in New Testament studies.
Madueme remembers how
driven she was in school
as one of the few women
in the theology field. After
they got married, however,
he laughs at the way her
“maternal instincts all exploded after marriage.”
She gave up her
original plan to teach theology to become a wife and
mother. Their son Caleb is
now four years old.
Doctor Jay Green

Halvorson
expressed his concern that
a similar scenario could
occur at Covenant and
hoped that the exemption
allows the school to approach strongly-identifying LGBT students on “a
case by case basis.”
“It depends on the
conversations that we
have with that individual student,” he says. “One
of the good things about
being a small institution
is that we have the bandwidth then to have those
type of relational conversations instead of just a
blanket ‘we always do this
and we always do that.’”
Director of Admissions, Scott Schindler,
states that “anyone who is
willfully and unrepentantly engaged in sinful acts
would not be admitted.
People who are tempted to
engage in sinful acts —and
sexual activity outside the
bounds of marriage between a man and a woman
would be one example of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

happened to be friends
with one of Madueme’s residency coworkers named
Doug Sweeney. Green sent
an application for a newly
open Bible professor position at Covenant College
to Sweeney, who forwarded it to Madueme.
The rest is colloquial history.
Madueme arrived
to fill that opening in the
Bible department at Covenant College in 2012. He
recalls approaching his
first year at Covenant like

Last spring semester, Dean
Brad Voyles concluded that
he would reconsider the
mandatory meal plan for
the 2016-2017 academic
year. However, for those
students who are most
alarmed, they can rest easy
knowing they will not have
to plunge even deeper into
their bank accounts for the
next school year. The mandatory meal plan is still
postponed until after the
2016 Great Hall renovations have been completed.
According to Dean
Voyles, the mandatory
meal plan will be reconsidered after the Carter construction is finished, and
Tom Schreiner, Director of
Auxilary Services, is confident the changes will be
readdressed after the Great
Hall renovations are completed this summer.
On March 31 of the
last spring semester, Dean
Voyles sent an e-mail titled
“Mandatory Meal Plans”
applying to the 2015-2016
academic year. The e-mail
immediately
received
much attention and caused
an uproar considering the
significant effect it posed
on students, particularly
those who were planning
to live off-campus.
In his e-mail last
spring, Dean Voyles announced all full-time students, regardless of where
they live, would have to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

the typical ‘lecture in sermon format’ that he had
been giving at seminary.
It didn’t go so well. “Students can be hostile, and
it took me a whole year to
find my mojo,” he laughs.
After that first
rocky year, he has since
become an integral part
of the Biblical and Theological Studies faculty,
teaching classes such
as Christian Mind, Doctrine I and II, Global
Theology, and the Senior
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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MEAL PLAN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
buy a meal plan for next
school year. He listed four
different tiers of meal plans
with a various number of
meals and Blink dollars
with assigned pricing from
which Covenant students
could choose to purchase.
Tier 1 was the cheapest option, providing forty-eight
meals for $426 per semester,
allowing no room for Blink
dollars. Tier 4 was the most
expensive option, which was
a full food plan with $50 in
Blink money and $2,080 per
semester for the Great Hall.
To
justify
this
change, Dean Voyles provided five reasons for requiring
meal plans. First, he pointed
out how the students who
live off campus and prepare
food for themselves could
decrease the community
and fellowship of the Great
Hall. The next reason guar-
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anteed Chartwells would
make the sufficient amount
of money off food by ensuring students without a
meal plan would not obtain
free food. Another reason
came from student leaders, students, alumni, and
the Parents’ Council, who
all concluded Chartwells
is convenient and provides
community, an already established monetary allotment for food, and healthy
food options.
However,
Dean
Voyles acknowledged the
concerns he expected to
hear from students. Those
who live off campus may
be doing so in order to provide food for themselves according to their preferences.
Additionally, he anticipated some students would be
perturbed by Covenant’s
force of community or their
appearance of merely gaining money from this new
policy. Yet, Dean Voyles
claimed the benefits out-

weighed these concerns.
He additionally mentioned
the new meal plan would
be similar to those of Berry
College and Taylor University considering how these
requirements appear to
benefit their communities.
In response to this
e-mail, a number of students
became resistant. Within no
time, Covenant students circulated a petition on Facebook opposing the new policy, saying they did not want
Covenant forcing them to
commit to a meal plan, with
the foremost reason being
the high costs of meal plans.
Dean Voyles hosted
a Q&A to address the questions and concerns issued
by students. About a week
after the initial e-mail, Dean
Voyles sent out another
message to the student body,
saying he heard the opposition from the students and
would not implement a new
meal plan for the 2015-2016
school year but may consid-

TITLE IX

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
such an act— are admitted with the understanding that they will seek to
resist temptation and live
in accordance with biblical standards.”
“No one is denied
admission on the basis of
orientation,” says Schindler.
Voyles also states
that “we will continue to
admit students who identify as same-sex attracted
as well as those who have
transgender desires. Covenant welcomes and values
members of the College
community who experience same-sex attraction.
At the same time, the College affirms the position of
the PCA that sexual activity between members of
the same sex is sinful—a
belief that is out of accord
with certain potential applications of Title IX.”
He says that students with homosexual
attraction or transgender
desires “should feel safe in
talking with members of
the community.”
In instances of
sexual activity for both
heterosexual and homosexual students outside
of marriage, Voyles says
he will first talk with the
student “with the goal of
coming to an understanding of what had happened
and then working with
the student to develop accountability and support
going forward.”
In response to
repeated sexual activity, Voyles says “the discussion would move to
whether Covenant was
the best fit.”
Kathryn Brightbill,
a 2003 Covenant alumnus,
says that when she was a
student, “for the most part
there was overwhelming
silence about anything
LGBT-related.”
She believes that
with the school’s Title IX
exemption, life will be-

er a mandatory meal plan
for students in Covenant
housing for the 2016-2017
school year.

However, amidst the current Carter construction,
Covenant students can rest
easy for the time being.

BIOLOGY
DEPARTMENT
HIRING

consults for the remediation of a mine-influenced
water and sediment spill
that happened in Mount
Polley, working as a Postdoctoral Research Fellow
and Associate Graduate
Instructor at Thompson
Rivers University, Canada.
Garris received his
Bachelor of Science in Biology in Furman University, Masters in Biology in
University of Alabama at
Birmingham, and PhD in
Integrated Bioscience in
The University of Akron.
Previous jobs included Undergraduate teaching and
research assistant in Furman, Graduate Teaching
Assistant in University of
Alabama and University
of Akron, and Wetlands /
GIS Specialist.
“He’s very friendly,
very approachable,” Nelson mentions.
Jordan Delashmitt,
a Freshman Biology major, said that even though
the Biology Department
doesn’t necessarily seem
suffering with one professor down, the hiring might
be a good idea if Garris
“has the right credentials,
and [is] good at [his] job.”
Dr. Wenger might
still teach classes as an adjunct, depending on how
Garris will acclimate to
the college.
“Covenant is a special place,” said Nelson,
contending that it takes
professors up to one to
two years to acclimate to
the College’s environment
and students.

by Kristie Jaya

come even more difficult
for the school’s LGBT
population.
“Whatever
the
intent, the result of the
exemption is to ostracize
LGBT students and single
them out as second class
members of the Covenant
family,” she says.
She still remembers a debate held in her
Self and Society class (a
predecessor of today’s
Christian Mind course)
during which students argued whether LGBT individuals should be stoned
in accordance to Old Testament law.
“I don’t think there
was any awareness that
there might actually be
LGBT students in the class
expected to participate in
the discussion,” she says.
“At that point in my life I
was still convincing myself
I was straight, but I still
remember feeling uncomfortable and more than a
little bit horrified that the
question of whether to execute LGBT people was a
topic for debate.”
She is also concerned that Covenant students will be unprepared
to interact in a society
that is becoming much
more inclusive of LGBT
individuals.
“Realistically
speaking, while there may
be short term gains from
donors and others affiliated with Covenant who
approve of the decision to
seek the exemption, unless Covenant changes and

decides to move away from
the discriminatory policies
towards LGBT students,
the school is going to be increasingly irrelevant,” she
says. “We’re already seeing employers and graduate school admissions
committees questioning
whether Christian college
alumni will be a good fit
because of the reputation
that Christian liberal arts
colleges are quickly getting for being backwards
and discriminatory.”
“I love Covenant
and I’m committed to the
idea of Christian liberal
arts education, but at this
point, the school is being its own worst enemy,”
Brightbill says.
Halvorson thinks
it unlikely that LGBT
students will face more
discrimination from the
campus community with
the filing of the exemption
and hopes this will not be
the case.
“We try to be as
supportive as we can be
of those folks and be an
encouragement to them.
We want to be a caring
and compassionate place
in which they work out
the implications of their
identity in Christ, which
we think is more important than all other identities that we might have,”
he says.
The DOE has announced that it will soon
post an interactive list of
all Title IX exempt schools
on its website.

The search is over; Heath
Garris, PhD, is stepping
up as the new Biology
Professor after Dr. Jerome Wenger retired
Spring of 2016.
Garris will start
joining the faculty this
July, teaching in the Fall
of 2016. He will look over
the environmental and organismal track of the department. Garris will start
teaching Ecology, a sophomore-level class, and may
start entomological and
organismal classes that
deals with insects, reptiles, and invertebrates.
During his application process, Garris, an
ecologist, has provided
ideas for research program that will be compatible to be done in the Covenant community. “He has
a lot of experience working with [experimental]
stations, collect data, and
interpret the broader findings from the combined
data from your station and
others,” Dr. Richard Nelson, Chair of the Biology
Department said. Garris’
experience will allow students who are interested
to join him in research.
According to Nelson, the extensive application and interview process
with Garris proves that he
is a right fit for the department. Other than positive
feedbacks from previous
students he has taught,
Garris’ teaching demonstration and research seminar received positive evaluations from the College’s
students and faculty alike.
Nelson also remarks that Garris’ passionate interest in faith
integration made him
stand out.
Garris
currently
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Integration Project class
for Covenant seniors
majoring in Biblical and
Theological Studies.
He has also managed to build quite a reputation among the students
who take classes with him.
“He’s very easy to
understand, open to discussion and others’ opinions, and friendly and funny outside the classroom,”
says Jessica Tailer (’17).
“I greatly appreciate his evident commitment to God’s Word,
practicing the truth he
teaches in class. Also, he
keeps us on our toes and
has an impeccable sense
of humor,” states Mary
Grace Padgett (’17).
Madueme
labels
his sense of humor as independent, but attributes
it in part to his diverse cultural background.
As a college professor, he wants students to
“catch a passion for doctrine,” as he did, to “ignite
them in a way that will

CARTER UPDATE
by McKenzie Barham
Carter Hall renovations
have progressed to Phase
Two, which will include
more double windows,
a new roof, stucco, and
stonework around the veranda for the north-central portion of the building. This phase is due for
completion in May.
Although
Phase
Two has begun, construction on the North Porch
and Carter Tower have encountered unexpected setbacks. According to David
Northcutt, campus architect, construction workers
found concrete high in the
tower that needed repairs.
Next up, they will
need to install the crenellations, which are the
square cutouts around
the edge, and will restore
the tower to its former
castle-like appearance. To
complete the tower and
install the heavy crenellations, a crane is scheduled
to arrive in mid-February
and will stay on campus
for about three weeks.
“It will be pretty
disruptive for the path
from the North Lot. It will
alter pedestrian routes
around Carter, Probasco
and the North Lot,” said
Northcutt. The tower will
not be completed until early March.
“There was also a
concrete issue with the
North Porch. After demolition we discovered the
tops of the columns were
deteriorated so we have
been working on a remedy for the column caps
and then we’ll begin the
stucco work,” said Northcutt. The North Porch is
expected to be completed
in the coming weeks.
The winter weath-
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endure.” His deep voice,
passion for the dramatic,
and balance of humor and
seriousness keep his classes focused. He frequently
engages students in discussion with himself and
their classmates, pushing
them to grapple with their
Christian faith.
Ultimately,
he
seeks to give each of his
students the Biblical tools
to survive and grow in
their theology and doctrine in their lives in the
world after Covenant.
Dr. Hans Madueme
feels he is where the Lord
wants him to be until retirement. In his words, college is “glorious.” He loves
the Covenant faculty and
student community.
“I’m happy to camp
out here,” Madueme says.
After all, a theological professor who can refer to our much-cherished
Reformed theologian John
Calvin as “Johnny” in class
seems to have indeed
found his mojo.

er is also a concern for
staying on track with the
construction plans but the
contractor has some strategies. If you’ve looked at
Carter recently, you’ll notice the large white tent
covering the section currently being renovated.
“The weather is
one of the reasons for
the tent on the outside of
Carter. The contractor is
heating the tented area
so they can continue to
work on the stucco,” said
Northcutt.
Carter
residents
have been rearranged once
again with the onset of
Phase Two. “Because the
construction is now happening in the north-central portion of the building
we had to relocate those

SINCE WE’VE
BEEN GONE

poena Smith, as well as
Assistant
Superintendent Lee McDade and
Ooltewah High School
Principal Jim Jarvis.

by Emmett Gienapp

Frustration with distribution of $467,000 fund
for July 16 victims

Here’s the Chattanooga
news you may have missed
since last semester.
After five service members
were murdered in a terrorOoltewah high school ist attack in Chattanooga
student raped
this summer several funds
cropped up to support the
Three juveniles have been families of the victims.
charged with aggravatThe National Comed rape after one of them passion Fund, a program
allegedly forced a pool of the National Center for
cue into the rectum of a Victims of Crime, came
15-year-old freshman while before city leadership
the other two held down and offered to administer
the victim on a bed.
charitable contributions
All four were mem- that were donated over
bers of the Ooltewah bas- the course of six month.
ketball team and the inci- They announced earlier
dent took place on a school this month that they had
trip to Gatlinburg on Dec. raised $467,335.13 for the
22.
victims.
The tip of the pool
However, a steercue reportedly broke in- ing committee comprised
side the victim causing of community members
extensive injuries that re- and service members dequired hospitalization for cided that the definition of
several days.
a victim should be expandAs details came out ed to include more than
during an investigation the families left behind by
over the following weeks, the deceased.
Hamilton County District
Also included were
Attorney Neal Pinkston survivors of the attacks
also filed charges against and first responders who
three adults in connection claimed that they suffered
with the case.
psychological trauma from
The team’s basket- what they experienced
ball coach Andre “Tank” that day.
Montgomery,
assistant
The lion’s share
coach Karl Williams, and of the funds, $331,490
Ooltewah athletic director went to the five families,
Allard “Jesse” Nayadley but some people raised
were charged for failing to eyebrows over $45,968
report child abuse or sus- going to 26 civilian claimpected sexual abuse.
ants who were on scene
As a result of the when the attack occurred
scandal, Hamilton County and $28,000 going to the
Schools Superintendent 28 first responders who
Rick Smith has said that claimed
psychological
he will resign from his posi- damage.
tion after the school board
It was discovered
buys out the remainder of that according to city code,
his contract.
Chattanooga first respondPinkston’s office ers are actually prohibited
has also planned to sub-

FACULTY QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“Maybe I couldn’t be skinny and tall but I’ll settle for
being the greatest artist of all time as a consolation.”
Kanye West

students to the north end
of the building where the
construction is now complete. This would be 2C,
some of 3C, and 4N. The
men from Ghetto and the
ladies from 3N are still in
transitional housing,” said
Jonathan Ingraham, Associate Dean of Students.
“The comment I
have heard the most from
students in these rooms
is how much they love
the new windows in the
rooms. They talk about
how much light they bring
in and how big they are,”
Ingraham said.
Northcutt said that
he too has received positive feedback about Carter’s new exterior.

from accepting payment
from anyone but the city
for the performance of
their duties.
In order to circumvent this issue, Chattanooga City Council voted
9-1 to make an exception
in this case which some
council members called
“extraordinary.”
But the five officers who actually shot and
killed the gunman will not
be taking additional money for their actions.
Officer
Sean
O’Brien said, “I think it undermines what we stand
for and what we do. We
were already compensated for our work that day
through a paycheck.”
Monday homicide is ﬁrst
in 2016 for Chattanooga
20-year-old Thomas Simmons was shot to death
in East Chattanooga, ending a 24-day homicide-free
streak in the city.
The victim was
shot in the chest on the
corner of Sheridan Avenue and Wilson Street
just before 3 p.m. on Monday afternoon.
A second victim,
21-year-old Deonte Evans,
was also shot in the leg but
is expected to survive.
According to witnesses, the shooter was on
foot when he opened fire
and shot multiple rounds.
Police Chief Fred
Fletcher said that the
shooting appears to be
gang-related.
Shortly after Simmons was shot, police
responded to three separate calls of shots fired
that may be connected to
the murder.
An
18-year-old
named Delvonte White
was also arrested at 9
p.m. that night with a
handgun on North Orchard Knob Avenue after
two reports of gunshots
on Ocoee Street.
That night witnesses told authorities that
two people knocked on the
door of a home on Foust
Street and opened fire, but
officers couldn’t find a suspect when they arrived.
Fletcher warned
gang members of retaliatory violence on Tuesday
saying, “Gang members
can make the decision to
stop or we will stop them,
no matter what it takes or
how long it takes.”
“If you are a member of a gang, listen to
me. We will pursue anyone that aims to harm
our community.”ical professor who can refer to
our much-cherished Reformed theologian John
Calvin as “Johnny” in
class seems to have indeed found his mojo.

SPORTS

FSU SETTLES
JAMEIS
WINSTON
RAPE CASE
by Lydia Berglar
Erica Kinsman claims that
in early December of 2012,
Jameis Winston, winner
of the Heisman trophy in
2013, and current NFL
quarterback for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, raped
her while they were both
students at Florida State
University.
Additionally, Kinsman filed a Title IX lawsuit against FSU for concealing the investigation
so that Winston could
continue to play football.
Kinsman called the school
“deliberately indifferent”
to her report, and she
eventually
transferred
to a different university.
Now over three years later, FSU is finally dealing
with the accusation.
On Jan. 25, 2016,
the school settled with
Kinsman for $950,000,
including attorney’s fees.
The school also made a
five year commitment

BLATT AXED
by Alan Craig
If you follow the NBA for
long enough, you are sure
to hear the expression,
“It’s a superstar league.”
Like many common expressions that are tossed
around, this one has quite
a bit of truth to it. Unlike
college basketball, most
coaches take a backseat in
fame and media presence
to their players and are
often seen as expendable
pieces in the quest to win
a championship.
There have been
a few notable exceptions
to this, as Phil Jackson
and Gregg Popovich come
to mind, but the recent
trend in the NBA has seen
coaches go in and out of
franchises in just a few
years. Currently there are
just three coaches in the
NBA who have held their
job for more than five
years, with the majority of
the league having coaches
that have been around for
less than three.
More than ever in
the NBA, simply winning
is not enough for coaches.
We are beginning to see
the unrest of many perennial contending teams who
desperately want to take
that next step and win a
championship. Not only
must coaches win championships quickly, but they
also are tasked with keeping their coddled superstars happy and engaged.
This trend of winning
coaches being fired in the
midst of their success be-
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to sexual assault awareness, prevention and
training programs with
annual reports to be
made on the programs.
John Thrasher, the
president of the university,
denied any liability to the
school, saying that it was
easier to settle with Kinsman and move forward
with FSU’s “bright future.”
The university’s officials
believe that the ultimate
outcome, had they chosen to fight a long battle,
would have aligned with
previous
investigations
and the school would have
won. This is in reference
to the initial investigation
and a student conduct
hearing which cleared Jameis of any wrongdoing in
December 2014.
According
to
Kinsman, Winston sexually assaulted her in
his apartment after they
met at a local bar. Winston claims that all sexual acts were consensual,
and in response to Kinsman’s suit against him,
he filed a countersuit of
defamation. That suit has
yet to be settled. Winston
won the Heisman Trophy
in 2013, led FSU to a national championship in
2014, and that same year
he was the No. 1 pick in
the NFL draft.
gan in the summer of 2013,
when George Karl and Lionel Hollins were fired.
Despite winning 57 and 56
games during the regular
season, and Hollins’ team
reaching the Western Conference Finals, the Nuggets and Grizzlies moved
in a different direction.
Since then, Scott Brooks,
Kevin McHale, and Monty
Williams were all fired after their teams saw playoff
appearances.
The insanity of fluid coaching positions came
to a peak when David Blatt
of the Cleveland Cavaliers
was fired last Friday, Feb.
22. Fresh off taking his
team to the NBA Finals
in his first season at the
helm, Blatt was in the
midst of a 30-11 season,and
the top position in the conference, when he had his
duties stripped of him.
David
Griffin,
Cleveland’s GM, openly
questioned whether or not
Blatt was helping the Cavs
build a championship culture after he fired Blatt,
which makes any objective observer wonder what
Blatt could have possibly
done differently. Although
Blatt had won nearly
70% of the games that he
coached and reached the
Finals without his two superstars, Kevin Love and
Kyrie Irving, he apparently did not do enough.
Hopefully
the
NBA gains some common sense in the next
few years and learns that
continuity and loyalty are
intangibles that cannot
be substituted for.

Kinsman’s claim
that FSU covered up the
initial investigation so
that Winston could continue to play football for
the college could be legitimate for several reasons.
One is that Kinsman went
to the hospital and contacted police the night of
the incident, prompting
an investigation.
A second reason
is that Florida State admitted that senior associate athletics director and
the head football coach
knew of the alleged rape

but they did not notify
the Title IX coordinator.
Thirdly, Fox Sports media investigators found
multiple instances of
suspicious handling of
incidents involving FSU
players by the Tallahassee
Police Department.
According to the
New York Times, this story presents two issues:
First, are universities
handling allegations of
sexual assault justly and
with proper emphasis?
Secondly, we must consider whether colleges

#KEEPPOUNDING
by Luke Harvey
I will readily admit that
you are not reading an article about the Superbowl
by an avid football fan. I’m
not. I will also readily admit that you are reading
an article about the Superbowl from an avid Panthers fan—that I am.
Ever since my
youngest brother Josh

ment on his face, Sunday
after Sunday and season
after season as the Panthers continued to disappoint, often resulting
in tears and cries of “will
we ever be good?” It was
heartbreaking.
I have seen him
organize the “Panthers
club,” a club consisting of
our family and one or two
close friends (though we

was four years old, he has
embodied everything Panthers. He has represented
the hometown team faithfully and fanatically ever
since he was old enough to
think for himself. Where
this undying love and devotion came from we’re
not entirely sure, as each
of the Harvey boys grew
up loving a different team.
But it is there nonetheless, and his devotion has
completely transformed
our family into life-long,
die-hard Panthers fans.
For the entire span of
Josh’s life I have
watched the disappoint-

really didn’t do anything
other than “be” a club and
watch games together.) I
have even served a term or
two as the “Panthers club”
president, an honor I hold
in high regard.
I have watched way
too many interceptions
thrown by an aging Jake
Delhomme, way too many
runs up the middle called
by John Fox, a couple
years of disappointment in
a rookie Cam Newton, and
a heartbreak in the Panther’s release of the iconic
Steve Smith.
But this year was
just a little bit different.

and police departments
give special treatment to
accused athletes because
of their social status and
deemed importance.
Erica Kinsman has
said that while this experience has been extremely
trying, she hopes that it
will shed some light on an
important issue. Whether
the accusations against
Jameis Winston and Florida State University are
true or not, as students
we should seriously consider the concerns at play
in this story.
The Panthers will
face the Denver Broncos
in the fiftieth Superbowl
on Feb. 7 at 6:30 p.m. A
young, smiling, fifth-year
quarterback in Cam Newton will take on veteran
fan-favorite Peyton Manning, while the calls on the
sideline will come from
“Riverboat” Ron Rivera
for the Panthers and Gary
Kubiak for the Broncos.
This is only the
second time that the Panthers will be playing in
a Super Bowl while the

Broncos have played in
six. Likewise, this will be
Cam Newton’s first Superbowl appearance and Manning’s fourth.
For Panthers fans
around the nation, this
is what we’ve been waiting and hoping for for
far too long. For fans of
the Broncos and Peyton
Manning, it’s been an unlikely road to the Superbowl but they’ve made it
this far. The contrasts
are stark and the stage
is set. One Carolina!
#KeepPounding.
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THE TOP 10 SONGS OF 2015
by Louis Metcalfe
1. Alright - Kendrick Lamar
Kendrick Lamar’s,
“Alright,” deals with police
brutality towards blacks.
Lamar mourns the deaths
of young black men, but
he also takes a positive
tone about the future of
race relations in America, rapping, “if God got us
then we gon’ be alright.”
“We gon’ be alright” has
become more than simply
song lyrics; it has become
a rallying cry for Black
Lives Matter protesters in
D.C., Cleveland, and Chicago, decrying police brutality. With “Alright,” Lamar
proves that it is possible to
make a song that is both
catchy and politically conscious.
2. Can’t Deny My Love Brandon Flowers
What makes “Can’t
Deny My Love” one of the
best songs of the year is
its massive 1980s chorus.
Huge drums and sharp
synths swell behind Flow-

THANK GOD
FOR GIRLS
by Will Friesen
Most people have at least
three or four Weezer
songs that they like and
another half dozen they
might recognize, which
is just enough to justify
yelping “I love Weezer!”
whenever the band is
mentioned. But very few
people still actively enjoy
and follow the band that
made “geek” cool, which
can hardly be blamed.
Weezer has ridden
a steeper roller coaster
than any other band I can
imagine, and looking at
the big picture, this past
decade hasn’t been pretty.
But the change that came
last October with Weezer’s
new release, “Thank God
for Girls,” just might indicate something huge for
the band.
Weezer’s albums
have been so many types of
good and bad over its twenty-plus years of existence,
and somehow “Thank God
for Girls” manages to be
a more bizarre blend of

blends folk rock, psychedelic rock, and Americana on the trippy “Pretty
er’s earnest pleas. The Pimpin.” This song is by far
lead singer of The Killers Vile’s most upbeat song to
delivers a song here that is date and the combination
better than anything that of the bouncing guitar riff
they have put out since and Vile’s lackadaisical voHot Fuss (2004), and he cals make for an odd, yet
gets bonus points for bas- catchy song.
ing the music video off Nathaniel Hawthorne’s short 5. The Love Within - Bloc
story, “Young Goodman Party
Brown.”
Bloc Party has returned from a four year hi3. Angels - Chance the atus with “The Love WithRapper
in,” an immense departure
Chance the Rap- from the band’s signature
per still hasn’t dropped post-punk sound. The wobhis first album, but he has bling synth that permebecome one of the biggest ates the song takes time to
names in rap with mix- get used to, but this song
tapes like Acid Rap and turns into an absolute jam
10 Day. Chance has be- when the jubilant chorus
come an ambassador from breaks in half way through
Chicago to the rest of the the song.
world. “Angels,” an exuberant track that carries 6. Should Have Known
Chance’s typical boister- Better - Sufjan Stevens
ous flow and boyish yelps,
It is difficult to pick
sees Chance talk about his one song from Carrie &
love for the city while also Lowell because the album
decrying the violence that feels like such a cohesive
has constantly plagued it. project. However, “Should
Have Known Better” stands
4. Pretty Pimpin - Kurt out against the other tracks
Vile
for its beautiful melody and
Vile successfully positive ending.

those themes and sounds
than anything they’ve ever
released.
I n s t r u m e n t a l l y,
the song starts with a
pretty piano tune that’s
intentionally
overshadowed by Cuomo’s voice,
giving the listener a long
stretch to just relax and
enjoy the lyrics. The song
cements itself in the listener’s mind(could this
be said better?) by staying
relaxed until boiling over
and exploding, with the
drums, piano, electric and
bass crashing
The song starts off
with the lyrics “The girl in
the pastry shop with the
net in her hair/ Is making
a cannoli for you to take
on your hiking trip/ In the
woods with your bros that
you’ve known since second
grade,” and from there,
frontman Rivers Cuomo
never looks back.
Highlighting the
obsessive thoughts that
come from a crush and the
nearly physical wounds of
battling other men for the
attention of women, the
first verse describes how a
woman can also heal those
wounds: with “fire in her
eyes/ and a big fat cannoli to shove in your mouth

and that why I/ Thank
God for girls!”.
I think it’s lyrics
like these that can help us
understand what makes
Weezer so beloved. They
write phrases and have a
style that can’t be predicted, with a layer of vulnerability that listeners can’t
help but relate to. Cuomo
never attempted to display
himself as a man confident
around women, or really anything other than a
geek who loved to rock.
His anxiety and
loneliness shine through
when he explains, “I wish
that I could get to know
her better/ But meeting
up in real life would cause
the illusion to shatter,”
and the irony of thanking
God for girls while planning to hide from them
can’t be missed. The song
finishes with a long, poetic
bridge where Cuomo narrates how God took a rib
from Adam to build a woman, and Adam, through the
pain and tears, whispers
“Thank God”. It’s quite
beautiful, and just charming enough to cement the
song in my head on a continuous loop.

In “Norf Norf,” Staples
describes his life growing
up in a culture of gang violence. Staples pulls no
punches, going into detail
about his childhood with a
fiery flow and an old school
boom-bap beat.

7. Never Ending Circles Chvrches
Chvrches is an
electronic pop band from
Glasgow who returned
this year with their sophomore album, Every Open
Eye. “Never Ending Circles” finds lead singer
Lauren Mayberry opening
up about an abusive relationship and attempting
to find closure after breaking it off. The song has a
resolve that shows itself in
the harsh synths that back
Mayberry’s vocals and the
soaring notes that she hits
on the chorus.
8. Norf Norf - Vince Staples
Vince Staples is
a Long Beach rapper, as
well as one of the most exciting new artists of 2015.

THE
DISMEMBERED
TENNESSEEANS
by Molly Hulsey
Last Tuesday, Jan. 19, nationally renowned bluegrass band Fletcher Bright
& The Dismembered Tennesseans performed in the
Dora MacLellan Brown
Memorial Chapel for an
expectant crowd as part
of Covenant’s John Hamm
Performing Arts Series.
The show took a turn from
the series’ usual classical
lineup with foot-stomping
fiddle riffs, airy waltzes,
banjo breakdowns, and
witty side-stage banter.
Fiddle-player and
65-year band veteran
Fletcher Bright joked onstage about his surprise
when music professor Dr.
David Tahere invited the
band to play in the series:
“It doesn’t seem fitting for
an arts series, but, we’re
all you got!”
Despite Bright’s
unassuming
commentary on the band, The
Dismembered Tennesseans have played on stage
with numerous Bluegrass notables as well as
the Chattanooga Symphony Orchestra, Boys
Choir, and Ballet. The
band has also performed
for former president Gerald Ford and three Tennessee governors, among
other notable figures.
The Tennesseans
originated with a few McCallie High School students who began to meet
for regular bluegrass jam
sessions in 1945. Bright
and banjo player Ed “Doc”
Cullis are the only original

9. Change Is Everything
- Son Lux
Son Lux’s Ryan
Lott, a classically trained
musician, writes electronic music with all of the
complexities of classical
music. Lott’s eerie vocals and the hard-hitting
drums make this song
stand out in an overcrowded indie-electronic field.
10. True Affection - Father John Misty
In “True Affection,”
Father John Misty, the
drummer for Fleet Foxes,
bemoans the fact that human interaction has been
replaced by communication through “strange devices.” The glitchy instrumental on this song sees
Father John Misty depart
from his usual style, and
his whiskey smooth voice
croons the sparse lyrics
beautifully.
members left in the band.
Bassist Laura Walker, guitarist Bobby Martin, mandolinist Don Cassel, and
dobro-playing,
multi-instrumentalist Brian Blaylock have since been initiated into the band.
Like many bluegrass groups, each performer had an opportunity to spotlight his or her
talent by swapping vocal
roles and instrumental
“solos” throughout the
cuts. Choruses typically
featured the distinctive,
stirring harmonies of the
genre.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y,
due to poor acoustics and
screeching microphones,
much of their performance
at Covenant—particularly
the vocals—was muffled
and distorted. However,
the show went on. The
Tennesseans proceeded to
reintroduce bluegrass and
old-time classics such as
the Foggy Mountain Boys’
“Dim Light, Thick Smoke,”
“Rank Stranger,” and the
“Tennessee Waltz” to an
enrapt audience of local
residents, faculty members, and students with
vigor and home-spun camaraderie.
Walker, one of
the newest and perhaps
most formidable forces
of the band, also serves
as the executive director
for the Chattanooga Folk
School. During the show,
she prompted students
interested in private or
group lessons for guitar,
fiddle, mandolin, old-time/
bluegrass banjo, bluegrass
banjo, bass, dobro, steel
guitar, or voice to contact
the school at music@chattanoogafolk.com to foster
the next generation of
start-up bluegrass bands.
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SIP SHOW
SERIES:
MEDITATION
by Charlie Allen
On Thursday, Jan. 21,
three graduated art majors returned to campus
to present their Senior
Integration Projects after a quarter inch of ice
froze campus activity on
Wednesday, delaying the
show. It was worth the
wait, and this was made
incredibly apparent by
the many faithful friends
and family willing to brave
the thawing campus. The
theme was “Meditation: A
Discourse Intended to Express its Author’s Reflections or to Guide Others
in Contemplation.”
Drake Rustand created a fictitious silent film
which, as he puts it, follows
“the character as he is trying to find the music of
life.” Drake leaves the music itself to the interpretation of the viewer, but tries
to assign meaning to the
“object” of the headphones
as a symbol, saying; “If you
see the headphones now
as you go about your day,
you can think about this
and debate about the ideas
within it.”Drake fights the
tendency to see meditation
as something we pre-meditate, and suggests that it
is best recognized as the
daily rhythm or routine we
find in life.

Maddie
Allen’s
work consists of broken
glass bottles and is suspended from a plaster
and metal wire structure,
resembling tree cover. Of
the experience of actually looking up through the
trees, she asked, “What is
it about this that makes
you think about God? I’m
trying to render that in
an art form.” She stresses
engageability rather than
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mere appearance in the
work, suggesting that this
structure guides people
to come and “experience”
what the light God creates
does (similar to stained
glass) as it interacts with
her work, rather than placing emphasis on the structure itself.
Mary Miller’s project highlights the process
that created it. She said,
“I wanted to make a work
of art that was about the
discipline of being present
instead of attempting to
distract myself with my
phone or facebook or something else.” Her work is a
grid of watercolor leaves
accompanied by sheets of
colored fingerprints, each
of which corresponds to
the order she applied each
layer of color. Miller said,
“There is something about
the act of touching your
skin to something that
jars your senses and tells
you you’re here.”
Communion cups
also line the bottom of
Miller’s grid and help reiterate this discipline—
what Miller sees as “recognizing the value of the
present moment, and encountering God here in
this moment to see what
he has to give me.”
Allen
explained
that their group’s work
is an attempt to “address
this idea of active living
versus passive living. We
wanted to ask people to
engage with us as we start
to engage the experience
of meditation.”
These respective
artists express an alter-

native to filling our spare
minutes on social media
or blasting the latest single through our ear buds.
Meditation may have an
ambiguous
definition
in Christian circles, but
these projects help collectively guide us to a new
one as we seek to experience Christ and grow in
our relationship with Him.

OSCARS DIVERSITY CRISIS
SPARKS ACADEMY REFORM
by Joseph Klingman
This year’s all-white lineup
of Oscar acting nominations has caused a number
of film celebs to call out
the apparent underrepresentation of ethnic minorities in the Academy.
Parading
the
hashtag #OscarsSoWhite,
some have also objected
that a number of films
featuring black actors or
directors have been all
but snubbed from nominations (Economist noted
Straight Outta Compton,
Creed, and Beasts of No
Nation), pointing to a majority voting population of
white males over sixty as
the cause. Protesters also
claim
underrepresentation of women, and have
demanded
significant
Academy reforms.
The relative absence of women and
minorities on Academy
nomination lists is a
growing trend from last
year, when the hashtag
was originally coined for
similar snubs on films
like Selma. The Academy’s eighty-nine year
history shows no better
record. A 2012 L.A. Times
study of the Academy’s
earlier
demographics
found that under 4% of
acting awards have gone
to black actors, and that
only one woman, Kathryn Bigelow, is among the
directing award winners
for her film “The Hurt
Locker.”
Some claim these
statistics result from the
Academy’s voting membership. Since the Academy’s
first meeting in 1927, the
body of members has remained largely white and
male, and a rapid membership increase in the ‘90s
only resulted in a slightly
better ratio between white
and minority members. As
of 2004, that demographic
was still near 93% white,
76% male, with an average
age of 62.
The recent nominations have forefronted
potential issues with this
disparity, and sparked
comments from a number
of actors and filmmakers. Among the objectors,
major movers include
Jada Pinkett Smith, Will
Smith, and Spike Lee. AV
Club reports that all three

have called for a boycott of
the upcoming ceremony in
protest. Other actors like
-George Clooney and Mark
Ruffalo have expressed
similar frustrations.
The entertainers of SNL
gave a biting satire in
their recent “Screen Guild
Awards” skit. And, as noted in a Polygon article,
even the current Academy
President Cheryl Boone
Isaacs has spoken out via
Twitter that she is “both
heartbroken and frustrated about the lack of inclusion” and that “it’s time for
big changes.”
Meanwhile, some
comments strike alternative notes. Rapper, and
Straight Outta Compton
producer, Ice Cube told
US Weekly that, “We
don’t do movies for the
industry; we do movies
for the fans. . . if [the industry gives] you a trophy
or not. . . it’s nice but it’s
not something you should
dwell on.” British actor
Michael Caine reflected
from a voter’s perspective: “you can’t vote for
an actor just because he’s
black. . . You’ve got to give
a good performance,” and
encouraged black actors
to have patience: “It took
me years to get an Oscar.”
Actress Charlotte
Rampling, a fellow Brit,
commented similarly, as
well as saying that the uproar is “racist to whites.”
And for Entertainment
Weekly, French actress Julie Delpy curtly redirected
to women’s rights, saying,
“I sometimes wish I were
African American. . . people don’t bash them afterward. . . Nothing worse
than being a woman in this
business.” Both Rampling
and Delpy later clarified,
softening their initial approaches but still holding
their respective stances.
In rapid response
to the controversy, the
Academy called an emergency meeting of its Board
of Governors to decide
upon methods of reforming the voter base. According to Variety, a number
of changes are already
underway towards a goal
of doubling minority and
women voters by 2020.
Among the initial changes,
three new seats have been
added to the Board, as well
as spots for young “future

leaders” to sit in on committee meetings.
Also, qualifications
for voting - formerly a lifetime privilege for members - have been radically changed. To vote now,
members must be active
in the film industry at
least once in ten years, and
will achieve lifetime voting
only after thirty years of
industry work. Members
who do not fit these requirements are given an
“emeritus” non-voting status. All of these qualifications apply retroactively
to current members and
may be expected to shift
the demographic towards
a new generation of filmmakers and actors.
Unfortunately, as
Directors Guild of America President Paris Barclay
emphasized in a statement
Monday, the current outrage may miss the point if
focused solely at the Academy; change in minority
representation must start
at the industry’s hiring
process, not the awards
ceremonies. An Economist
study of Academy demographics relative to the
industry and U.S. population found that minorities
are largely underrepresented at the level of film
schools and casting offices,
and that, for the most part,
“the Academy has largely
judged what has been put
in front of them.” Even
in 2012, Academy leadership was aware of the
white-dominated disparity
within their membership,
yet noted that alterations
were difficult if the indus-

THE VERDICT
Yes, we saw your Instagram post on Snow
Day.
Ugh.
try itself did not change.
Paris Barclay’s recent statement echoes,
“Only when those who
control the pipeline decide
to individually, or jointly,
take concrete action will
we see significant change.”
Though the Oscar
ceremonies are quickly approaching, the film industry may be more interested in watching the results
of the Academy’s reform in
the upcoming months.
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HIDDEN
HURTING
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entire population of Andreas Hall--self harm in
some way. Another study
done by Lloyd-Richardson
(2007) reported that 46%
of adolescents (average
age 15.5) had self-harmed
at least once within the
past year.
Self-injury is intentional self-inflicted pain
and damage to flesh for
the purpose of bringing
relief in times of extreme
emotional stress. Though
even one occurrence of
self-injury is cause for concern, self-injury is often
practiced habitually over
many months or years.
Self-injury takes many different forms such as cutting, scratching, burning,
hitting, punching, and other methods.
Contrary to popular belief, self-injurious
behavior is not always a
precursor to suicide. Suicide differs from non-suicidal self-injury (NSSI) in
its intention and function.
Those who commit suicide
are obviously trying to end
their life, whereas NSSI
serves to shift overwhelming emotional stress into a
more manageable physical
pain so that the subject
can continue living. Those
who commit suicide are
likely to have engaged in
self-injury prior to the act,
but this does not mean
that self-harm always
leads to suicide.
Self-injury
also
does not include those
who simply desire to feel
pain. Masochists find pleasure in pain, while self-injurers use pain as a means

for relief. Things such as
piercings, tattoos, or other
socially sanctioned decorative injuries do not fall
into the category being
discussed here.
This struggle may
seem strange and unfathomable to someone who
has not experienced it
before. It seems directly counter-intuitive that
causing one sort of pain
would relieve another kind
of pain. Even to those who
engage in self-injury, the
relief that comes is often
unexplainable.
There are as many
reasons for self-injury as
there are students who
struggle with it. In attempt to help those who
have little familiarity with
this topic, I can give a few
general categories, but
this is not in anyway an
all-inclusive list.
The Goo Goo Dolls
sing in their song, “Iris,”
“You bleed just to know
you are alive.” Often, students self-injure because
their emotional stress has
become so great that it
has caused them to subconsciously shut off all of
their feelings and emotions. They then become
so numb to the pain that
they just want to feel something to stop the numb
emptiness of their mind.
At times, however, it
can be the opposite. Students
feel as though their emotional stress or trauma is so great
that they need physical pain
to distract their minds from
the emotional pain, in order
to continue functioning on a
basic level.

Other people selfharm because they deeply believe they deserve to
be punished. Dobby, the
house elf from Harry Potter, is an excellent example. When Dobby believes
he has made a mistake,
he begins pounding his
head against the wooden dresser as a form of
self-punishment.
Often people have
sins, past or present, that
seem unforgivable. In order to cope with the guilt,
they attempt to make justice by punishing themselves with pain. Satan
works to convince them
that their sin has ruined
them beyond the reaches
of God’s grace.
Finally, self-injury
is usually an expression
of a desire for control. In
the midst of school, work,
family drama, and other
demands of student life,
students often desire desperately to gain control
over some area of their
life, even at the expense of
their flesh.
Whatever the motivation, self-injury is never
an isolated problem. There
is always a deeper brokenness extending beyond the
surface. Similar to alcohol and drugs, self-injury
is a negative mechanism
of coping with emotional
pain. And just as with alcohol or drugs, self-injury is
only a temporary escape to
the larger problem. Yes, it
can bring a river of relief to
emotional pain. But soon
after, the underlying issue
will rush back as strong as
a tsunami, wreaking even

ON THE APPRECIATION OF PILLARS

guide him and keep him
stable. In his own words,
spoken many times, “I
would have died a long
time ago if it weren’t for
her…” He revealed how, in
his depression following
the suicide of my late Aunt
Stacy, being a pillar and
consoler for others experiencing similar darkness
had shown him the reality
of Romans 8:28.
A hundred times
over he testified to me that
his accomplishments were
never his own. Every conviction he had ever made,
every pain and joy he had
ever felt, and every piece of
himself he had ever acted
upon was brought to him
by the hands of others, all
that he and others would
grow in the hands of God
Himself.
Though my Poppop’s testament is a single story among billions,
all that I have witnessed
in the lives of others has
testified to his claims.
American individualism
trains us to see ourselves
as solitary in freedom, a
singular being in a crowd
of other singulars.
While somewhat
true, this perspective so
narrowly perceives our
condition that much else is
missed. Humanity dwells
in a cause-and-effect driven universe, every action
and event fueling another. Do we not operate on
these same principles? We

are more than just individuals, we are crowds composed of them. The lives of
men are unchangeably interwoven together, every
soul assisting in the development of another, whether each impact be negative
or positive.
It is because of
this gorgeous and tragic
nature of human experience that I cringe at the
thought of some being
‘self-made.’ Though it correctly honors those who
have endured much only
to rise above their challenges, the notion of being
‘self-made’ treats with ignorance the Divine and human influence upon which
their self-development was
founded.
The stories of those
who thought bigger, loved
deeper, and fought harder
than all others should be
honored in full, as more
than the actions of a solitary individual, but rather
the product of an intimate
and intricately designed
system.
What then, we
might ask, would it look
like if we were to regularly
exercise an appreciation of
the beauty and complexity
of interpersonal-development? Furthermore, how
might our Lord and Designer want us to appreciate His work? It is for the
sake of answering these
two questions that I have
written this article.

by Margaret Duncan
“Self-injuring behavior is
among the most unmanageable, expensive, distractive, and unpredictable behaviors exhibited
by human beings.” —Curt
A. Sandman, Department
of Psychiatry and Human
Behavior, University of
California, Irvine
On those rare days
when the sun comes out
- and with it the shorts
and t-shirts - one only has
to look around our campus to see the evidence of
self-injury. To those who
know what to look for, the
marks of self-injury stand
out like a summer blizzard in Texas. Self-injury
is often kept secret and is
thus extremely difficult to
fight or understand. In order to love our neighbor,
it is important to be well
informed on the topic so
we are able to offer help
and fight with our fellow
students who are deep in
the struggle.
According to a
study done by the Cornell
Chronicle, roughly 17%
of college students report
they have regularly engaged in self-injury. If we
consider this percentage
of students here at Covenant, that would mean
roughly 150 students --a
number greater than the

by Michael Donoghue
Imperative to one’s understanding of American
ideals is the notion of the
‘self-made man.’ This ‘selfmade man’ may be viewed
as an archetype of individualistic power, or perhaps
even be considered this
power’s pinnacle.
One of my hopes is
for this article to lay waste
to the common idea of the
‘self-made man,’ though
certainly not in entirety.
Rather, I desire to tear
this idea open to reveal
what truths lay within it.
I have known several men
and women whom others would call ‘self-made’,
while they themselves
would refuse such an identity.
My greater goal in
this article is not only to
recognize how all people,
including those considered ‘self-made’, come to
fruition, but far more so
to inspire a further appreciation for those responsible for our growth.
One of my greatest
heroes is my grandfather,
Leon Johnson, whom
I know as Pop-pop. He
spent his earliest years of
life being raised amidst
the strife of the Great Depression, eventually going into several different
branches of the armed

forces. He had turned
down a football scholarship in favor of becoming
a stone mason, which became his trade of choice,
even starting his own
company. He faced down
a great variety of financial and emotional struggles alongside my grandmother, Beverly, all while
she raised nine children,
including my mother.
As a gratuitous
risk-taker, he has had far
too many near death experiences, and is one of the
most engaging story-tellers I have ever known. He
is, in my eyes, the epitome
of what I once thought to
be the ‘self-made man.’ He
is also a critical reason as
to why I no longer believe
in the notion of one who is
‘self-made’, as he ensured
that I know the truth
about his iron will.
What did my Poppop reveal to me about
himself? He revealed how
his unyielding nature had
been honed by fighting
off his violently abusive
step-father as a child, and
how growing in knowledge
of his step-father’s miserable life story taught him
to pity men far more than
hate them.
He revealed how
his wife, my Gramie, had
been the one person he
could always count on to

more havoc than before.
Those who self-injure need someone walking alongside them in the
everyday battles. Make
yourself available to those
in your life who are hurting, as much as you are
able to without hurting
yourself. My hope is that
this article will be the
start to many conversations that open doors for
people who are struggling,
that we may lovingly walk
with them towards healing
- physically, emotionally,
and spiritually.
“Love bears all
things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures
all things.” -1 Corinthians
13:7
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Several years ago,
my friend Rose Mary
shared an insight with me
that in time I hope we will
put to practice: if you can
think of anyone whom God
has used as light in your
life, seek them out, and let
them know of the grace
that has poured from
them. Love fervently, for
so you have been loved by
God Himself.

OPINIONS

UNTITLED

timate communion. Now,
what does that mean for
us? It means that our desire for omniscience is not
by Jag Williams
just foolish, but it is an
idol that we have created
As Christians who have, in place of knowing God.
for the most part, grown This may seem obvious,
up in the Western tradi- but think about all of the
tion, we desire certainty in times you have struggled
our lives. In other words, with this temptation.
we want a doubtless
In fact, this strugknowledge of both the va- gle is not peculiar to our
lidity of our Christian faith present generation. Lack
as well as for our future ex- of knowledge is exactly
periences in life.
what Satan used to tempt
I am not nearly Eve into disobedience.
qualified enough to an- With sly words, the snake
swer the first part of this tempted Eve with the
desired certainty, so I will ability to acquire God-like
ignore it and skip to the knowledge. The knowlless tricky second part. edge of good and evil. Eve
This second part deals was willing to rebel against
with our inability to see God’s created purpose for
into our own future and her to obtain a knowledge
have indubitable knowl- that God had not given to
edge of what will happen. her, nor created her for.
We yearn to have certainty
We fall into the
about our future, whether same temptation as Eve.
it be who we marry, what We wrestle with our hucareer we have, or where manity and lust after
we live. The only problem knowledge that we cannot
is, we cannot possess this have. Eve’s disobedience
knowledge. From this, took the form of eating an
we are often flooded with apple. Our disobedience
anxieties.
takes the form of anxiety
The root of these and prideful living (living
anxieties is our incessant for own glory).
craving for omniscience
I hope I have made
(all-knowing). I want to it clear that future certainargue that this type of cer- ty is not only contrary to
tainty and desire for omni- the Christian life, but that
science is contrary to the it is unnatural for man.
Christian life, and that the The next question then
Christian should fight for is, how do we fight back
joy amidst the unknown.
against the temptation to
To begin with, God let our unknown future
created Adam and Eve lead us to anxiety and not
with limited knowledge. joy? I believe we must simAdam and Eve had many ply humble ourselves to
certainties, but God did our role as created image
not give them perfect- bearers of God, and recogly complete knowledge. nize who God is.
They certainly knew God
We are not comin a deeply relational way, pletely
independent
but their relational cer- agents made for our own
tainty with God did not purpose. No, as stated beequate to an all-knowing fore, we are made for the
certainty about truth, glory of God, and were crethe world, or the future. ated to live with complete
This all knowing certain- dependence upon God for
ty about truth, the world, everything. Thus, recogand the future was and is nize your God-designed
reserved for God.
frailty. God created us to
The Creator is al- be dependent upon him,
ways greater than the cre- and part of that depenated. And in this instance, dence means trusting him
for our future.
Our chief pursuits
need to be rooted in our fellowship with God, and not
in our anxious thoughts
about the future. It is in
intimacy with God where
we can find the certainty that we were made for.
The certainty of God’s benevolent, good, gracious,
loving, and sanctifying will
for our lives. We can take
heart in God’s character.
We can trust him to lead
us by his sovereign hand.
Act, fight, serve, and rest
your heart in God’s faithful covenantal relationGod’s omniscience is a ship with you. It is in this
mark of his divinity and way that we properly live
power above his creation. in peace and joy amidst
This is an important truth. uncertainty, and serve our
Mankind was not created Creator and King. So, in a
for the purpose of perfect sea of uncertainty, we can
omniscient certainty, but be certain of God’s great
for the purpose of perfect desire for us.
relationship with God.
God’s purpose for man
was for his own glory to be
demonstrated through in-
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THE
OTHER A
WORD
by Joseph Klingman
If someone were to ask,
“Of which nationality are
you?” We citizens of the
United States would likely respond, “I am an American.” Recently, however,
some groups have raised
the objection that such a
response is an incorrect
usage of the term and an
example of US egocentric
views of their status on
the continent.
Such critics claim
that this usage excludes
all other people groups on
the American continents
from what should be a
shared title (Canadians,
Mexicans, Argentinians,
etc., are “Americans” too).
To put it simply, I believe
this objection is faulty, and
that the alternative is true:
our reflexive use of the English word, “American,” to
refer to members of the
culture and nation of the
United States of America
is justifiable on linguistic
and historical bases.
Firstly, our usage of the term “American” can be justified by
the term’s use in history.
Though the origin of the
term “America” is uncertain, most agree that it
originated from a feminine latinization of the
name Amerigo, referencing Amerigo Vespucci, one
of the first European explorers of the New World.
The continent was
first bestowed that title
in print by a group of German scholars in their Cosmographiae Introductio of
1507. (Source: Jonathan
Cohen’s “The Naming
of America: Fragments
We’ve Shored Against
Ourselves.” URL below.)
The term was appropriated into English, and upon
British colonization of
the New World, the term
“American” was used, relative to people groups, in
two parallel senses: in the
first, it referred to the indigenous peoples of the
continent, and in the second, it differentiated between English citizens in
the British Isles and those
in the New World colonies.
These two usages
are recorded in parallel
use by the OED as early
as the first half of the 17th
Century, and essentially
continue to today, with
two corresponding changes: the former usage is now
accomplished by adding
“Native,” and the latter usage now includes citizens
of the United States.
To recap, this historical perspective reveals
that the term “America,”
when originally used to
describe the New World

geographically, was of
Latin tongue and European usage, having no origin
in the new continent or its
peoples. When later converted to English as the
descriptor
“American,”
the term came to refer
specifically to the inhabitants of the British New
World Colonies.
The title “American,” when in reference to
people groups, was in fact
a name given to the nascent culture and people
of the United States by
English-speaking Europeans, rather than through
any self-declaration or
undue claim to the term.
Essentially, as it was the
States’ to begin with, and
was given to them by their
European parent state,
the term “American” may
be justifiably applied to
their peoples in that same
way today.
Secondly, our modern usage of the term
“American” may be allowed for by the properties of words themselves.
Our understanding of
the relationship between
word and meaning is derived from linguistics,
specifically Ferdinand De
Saussure and his Course
in General Linguistics.
From Saussure’s theories,
we derive three principles
of words and meaning:
Firstly, words are related
principally to concepts,

tions. Thus, there are no
incorrect word-concept
combinations
except
those that are not generally agreed upon by the
language group; and further, no language group
is obligated to change
the agreed-upon combination for the sake of another group, unless both
desire to communicate
the same concept.
We don’t expect
the Spanish to change
their language conventions to tell us about tables, or to use our word
“table” in the same way
as we do. With relevance
to the term “American,”
objectors to the common
US-English usage wish to
communicate a different
concept with the term,
and thus fall outside the
conventions of the US-English group. However, so
long as we still collectively understand what we
mean by the term, we may
justifiably use the term
for what we have decided
it means: a member of the
culture and nation of the
United States.
To summarize, our
continued use of “American” in national and cultural self-reference is justified in that, historically,
this has been an accepted
and inherited meaning of
the word since the days of
the colonies, not self-proclaimed; in addition, it is

and not to objects. Example: The word “table”
applies not to one specific
table but the concept of a
table generally. Secondly,
the pairing of words and
concepts is arbitrary.
What we call “table” the Spanish call
“mesa”; and either of us
could have easily called it
“taleb” when it was invented, without changing the
concept. Thirdly, words
are linked with concepts
on the basis of convention.
Within the English
language group, we agree
that the word “table” is
always paired with the
concept of the object itself,
and when we say “table”
we expect that this conventional understanding
will be known and upheld
by every English speaker
in the room.
Words are linked
to concepts, yet have no
inherent ties to them, and
the relationship between
the two is defined by a
language group’s conven-

justifiable in that, linguistically, we as a culture have
agreed upon that meaning,
and thus, at least within
our culture, it is valid for
that reason alone. Within recent years, there has
been a tendency among
some to attack the culture
of the US; it is likely that
such a naming controversy would not exist were it
not for such sentiments
already being in play.
The objectors to
this culture aren’t simply
looking for ways to retitle
it. They are looking for
ways to radically reshape
it, to fully dissociate themselves from the culture
they have inherited. Those
goals, and their methods
for reaching them, are futile, as I have elaborated
elsewhere. If this culture
needs to be reshaped, it
can’t be reshaped just by
changing the name. But,
given the reasons above,
the name still stands on
its own: we are Americans.

