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HALL
ANTHROPOLOGY

SYRIAN REFUGEE
CRISIS
by Zach Jones

by Molly Hulsey
Many Covenant students
claim that during the selection process, it was
the college’s distinctive
hall identities that were a
major, if not the primary,
factor that distinguished
Covenant from similar private schools. Alumni also
testify that during their
time spent on campus, hall
cultures reinforced an intense sense of fellowship
between hallmates and
future generations of hallmates after graduation.
However, the recent disintegration of
some hall customs such
as 2nd South’s “Cecilia”
and ban on Ghetto’s wall
mural— fondly known as
“The Bricks”—raises concerns among students and
alumni alike for the future
of all hall traditions. Others, including Student Development, see the changes as a product of natural
hall evolution and the necessary readjustment of
outdated customs.
“What made me
100% sure I had made a
good decision to come to
Covenant was the hall life
here: to have such great
friends that you have so
little in common with,”
said Carter Hall President,
Matt Schroeder.
Sophomore Grant
Lovelady followed in the

Diversity In Worship

footsteps of his father
and three uncles to move
onto Ghetto after witnessing “how the men that
have continued to mentor
them and be in their lives
post-college have been
guys that lived on Ghetto.”
Lovelady fears that
these hall cultures are beginning to become more
uniform under the direction of Student Development. “If you are sacrificing diversity and character
for a professional look, you
are going to drive away
the people that have made
Covenant such a special
place over the years,” he
said. “People come here
because it is different…
because they can see the
different subcultures here.
It’s a picture of the Body,
and the goal of the Body is
not to look homogenous.”
He says that Student Development currently “is treading a line
whether they intentionally
know it or not.”
“Cecilia” was an an-

nual dance party during
which 2nd South wielded
lasers in a darkened elevator lobby to Simon & Garfunkel’s hit by the same
name, and, in the words of
resident sophomore Daniel Simmons, “would strip
down to various degrees of
partial nudity.” Schroeder,
another 2nd South veteran says “Cecilia” originated at least 15 years ago.
When Carter Residence Director Evan Marbury moved into the elevator lobby, 2nd South met
to discuss the ritual with
Marbury. To the chagrin
of some residents, a mutual decision was reached to
can the tradition due its
proximity to Marbury’s
office and potential disregard for students facing
same-sex attraction.
Ghetto’s campaign
to “#savethebricks” began
on Oct. 11 when Dr. Derek
Halvorson, Jonathan Ingraham, and Marbury met
with Ghetto to explain
that the “painting of the

bricks” was no longer permissible under universal
hall policy.
The iconic mural
has existed on the hall
since 1982. Originally, every hall was allowed to
paint the walls, but even
after the policy was altered in the ’90s Ghetto
continued to decorate the
space. Later, in 2005, all
Carter halls were allowed
to paint until renovation.
Ghetto’s last design was
painted in 2005 and remained untouched until
this fall—primarily because Ghetto was the last
hall to be renovated.
“My perspective is
that to do away with the
bricks will indeed quiet
some of the complaints
that arise from the proper larger community, and
perhaps make a renovated Carter Hall look much
nicer,” says former Dean
of Students, Donovan Graham, in a letter to Halvorson, “but it will also strike a

grace, the ministry grew,”
said Teague.
Now, 25 years later,
Lookout Mountain Presbyterian Church’s youth
program has more than
150 students including
high school and middle
school, four youth staff
workers, an established
small group ministry, and
several faithful volunteers.
“Working with staff
and volunteers is one of
my favorite things about
youth ministry. I especially love seeing volunteer

leaders devote themselves
to the students so that the
students have the opportunity to hear and live the
Gospel with others,” said
Teague.
However,
Len
Teague also taught four
youth ministry classes at
Covenant College for 20
years. He taught his final
class spring 2014 and then
handed over the teaching
to Danny Mitchell, one of
Teague’s former students
and the current coordinator for youth ministries for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

The series of coordinated
terror attacks on Paris last
month not only claimed
the lives of 130 innocent
citizens, but may have also
seriously hurt the chances of Syrian refugees attempting to resettle in the
United States.
Following the revelation that at least one of
the perpetrators of the November 13 terror attacks
entered Europe under false
identity as a Syrian refugee
seeking asylum, more than
half of our nation’s governors have refused to accept
Syrian refugees in their
states, including Tennessee
Governor Bill Haslam.
Haslam, a Republican, issued a statement via
his official Facebook page on
November 16 saying that he
had asked the federal government to stop placing Syrian refugees in Tennessee.
He joins 30 other state governors, all but one of them
Republicans, who have stated their intention to refuse
Syrian refugees.
Haslam is primarily
concerned with the security
screening process, known as
the vetting process, that refugees go through before being
allowed entrance to the U.S.
“Today I’m asking the federal government to suspend
placements in Tennessee until states can become more of
a partner in the vetting process,” he said November 16.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

30 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS
by Chelsea Kohl
Len Teague, the associate pastor of children and
youth at Lookout Mountain Presbyterian Church,
will reach 30 remarkable
years in youth ministry
this June.
Teague, who is
a native of Knoxville,
Tenn., received his bachelors degree in psychology from the University of
Tennessee at Knoxville
in 1976 and his Master
of Theology from Fuller
Theological Seminary in
1988. He served as the
chaplain at the Baylor
school and then as the
area director for Young
Life Chattanooga. Then
in 1990, he came to Lookout Mountain Presbyterian as the youth director,
where he has served for
the past 25 years.

“I always saw my
position at Lookout Mountain Presbyterian as a career and not just a five year
job. I loved working with
high school students and
knew that I wasn’t going
to give up,” said Teague.
When Teague first
started at Lookout Mountain Presbyterian, the
youth program had 35 students which included middle school and high school.
He had very few volunteers and nothing really
happened at youth group
on Wednesday nights.
“I saw the youth
ministry as something to
build on. The fact that I
planned to be here long
term gave credibility to me
and the ministry, which
made it easier to recruit
more students and volunteers. I also started small
groups my first year. By

the Presbyterian Church
in America’s committee
for discipleship ministries.
“Teaching at Covenant is one of the main
reasons I have stayed
motivated and commited to youth ministry. It
helped me stay in touch
with the changing culture and the changes in
the way youth respond
to people trying to minister to them. It helped
me stay focused on the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Several state officials have
spoken out in support of
the Governor, including
Lt. Gov. Ron Ramsey and
House Speaker Beth Harwell, both of whom are
Republicans.
The screening for
Syrian refugees is already
the most intense vetting
process of any group that
enters the country, according to a TIME Politics article. Although all refugees
entering the U.S. undergo a
thorough screening process,
refugees arriving from Syria
are subject to additional layers of scrutiny that the President feels will keep American citizens safe.
According to the
United
Nations
High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNCHR), the United States currently has an
“open-ended resettlement”
commitment for Syrian refugees. The UNCHR has so
far submitted 22,427 Syrian
refugees to the U.S. for consideration, of which over
1,500 have been accepted since 2011. President
Obama has committed to
resettle at least 10,000 Syrian refugees in the U.S. in
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serious blow to the heart
of what has always been
a remarkable community
that has helped produce
remarkable men.”
Noah Wiersema,
Ghetto’s RA, has since
approached both Student
Senate and Dean Voyles
with a compromise enabling every hall to paint
murals, so long as the design is approved by Student Senate and Student
Development and funded by the hall. Wiersema
says that “reception from
Student Senate was very
good, and…Student Development has also been very
helpful in the proposition’s
formulation.” Final logistics have yet to be laid out
before ratification.
“I think the way
the men of Ghetto are approaching their appeal
is really cool to see,” says
Ingraham. “They are using the means set up in
the Covenant community to bring something to
change…the proposal is a
well-written, thoughtful effort at that.”
Ghetto is also
concerned that the administration will remove
their name due to misconceptions about its
potentially controversial
connotation.
Lovelady
explains that 2nd North
was not dubbed “Ghetto”
to mock minority groups,
but to memorialize hall
participation at the The
Northside Ghetto Mission
and the hall’s original austere living conditions.
Ingraham
says
that the “issue of the
name ‘Ghetto’ has been
brought up on a number
of occasions by different
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2016 via the Refugee Resettlement Program.
Most of the political right’s pushback to
Syrian refugee resettlement has been on the basis of states rights. “While
screening, acceptance and
placement is legally under
the authority of the federal government, they have
said in the past they would
be open to cooperating
with receiving states,” said
Governor Haslam.
But according to
Stephen I. Vladeck, a law
professor at American
University in Washington,
D.C., states can’t actually
object to refugee resettlement because the constitutional authority to allow
or disallow entrance to the
U.S. rests with the federal
government.
A state can, however, make the process much
more troublesome. “A state
can’t say it is legally objecting, but it can refuse
to cooperate, which makes
thing much more difficult,”
says Vladeck.
Tennessee State Attorney General Herbert Slatery offered a legal opinion
on November 30 in which
he argued that refusing to
accept refugees “would vi-

olate the Supremacy Clause
of the U.S. Constitution.”
Kevin Appleby, the
director of migration policy at the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops, claims
that the federal government
has been given the authority to relocate refugees as it
sees fit. “When push comes
to shove, the federal government has both the plenary power and the power
of the 1980 Refugee Act to
place refugees anywhere in
the country.”
As of December 5,
however, Haslam had not
yet offered an official constitutional challenge to Syrian refugee resettlement. He
hasn’t been without opportunity: the Thomas More
Law Center is preparing to
file a constitutional legal
challenge to the Refugee
Resettlement Program and
only needs a state governor
to sign on as plaintiff.
When asked if he
will agree to be the plaintiff
in the challenge, a spokesperson for the governor
declined to comment. “It is
typically the Attorney General who brings a legal action on behalf of the state,”
the spokesperson said.
Some conservatives
aren’t happy about Haslam’s

refusal. “This is yet another example of Governor
Haslam, along with so many
of our state’s governors, who
believe their role is that of a
serf in subject to the federal government,” said former
Tennessee State Representative Joe Carr (R-Lascassas).
“The issue of refugee resettlement illustrates the need
for constitutional conservatives to elect governors who
understand, believe and will
fight on behalf of their state’s
sovereignty.”
It’s just as well,

however: Texas’ ongoing
legal challenge to the Refugee Resettlement Program
won’t stop three Syrian refugee families from arriving
in the state for resettlement
this week. TIME reports
that the office of Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton
has rescinded “an immediate order blocking the arrival of all new Syrian refugees” but will continue its
current lawsuit demanding
more detailed information
on refugees to be resettled
in the state.

CARTER HALL
RENOVATIONS

students, college alumni,
family of students, and the
friends of the college,” and
while it has been discussed
by Student Development,
“no concrete actions have
been proposed” concerning the topic.
Some
students
outside of Ghetto and 2C
also claim that Student
Development plays a definitive role, for better
or for worse, in altering
existing hall traditions
through regulation and
student placement.
Bloodfield
RA
Prescott Davis has noticed
that this year, administrative involvement “seems a
little more forced,” while
Junior Hall President,
Ian Webb says, “Student
development is trying to
get a handle on hall culture so that it is more
tasteful, but they are not
trying to disintegrate it.
They’re just trying to get
rid of the negatives, which
in the end, might get rid
of some hall culture, but I
definitely don’t think that
is their intent.”
Junior
Autumn
King claims that the dilution of hall identity comes
through the intentional
placement of RAs and
large numbers of freshmen
that are unfamiliar with
preexisting traditions on
certain halls. She attributes
the “unhealthy”
condition of hall culture to
Student Development for
“cracking down and doing
what Niccolò Machiavelli explains in The Prince:
killing the nobles, the seniors, spreading the serfs,
and dividing up the villagers to destroy old culture.
Ethically, it’s questionable.
But effective, yes.”
Schroeder specified that student dispersal was something Stu-

dent Development did use
to temper unruly halls:
“I know that it has happened, that it does work,
and it is kind of planned
out when they do that.”
Ingraham says that
the standardization of hall
culture is not a component
of Student Development’s
plans for the future: “I’ve
been around Covenant for
a while now, and I’ve probably heard that said every
few years.”
“I think it’s a beautifu l thing the administration doesn’t have to
conjure up hall cultures,”
he says. “I think what we
try to do is draw lines and
connect dots. I don’t want
to draw specific lines for
individual halls, but I
would rather say, ‘here are
the lines that I didn’t even
make, but are in your student handbook.’”
Ingraham
hopes
that there is “freedom
within that context for
individual hall culture to
flourish.”
He says the changes experienced across
campus are because “cultures also will change over
time. They’re not stagnant.
They are made of people
that come and go.”
Ingraham and others on the Residence Life
Staff guide the student
placement process jointly
with Admissions, who typically determines roommate matches beforehand.
“At the beginning of every
hall meeting, we state that
we will not be guided by
traditional views of what
hall culture may be,” says
Director of Admissions,
Scott Schindler. “We place
students where we think
they will be best fit.”

by Mackenzie Jones

ment’ when they drive up
the front hill.” The outside
of the building will be restored to its original 1928
stucco, double windows,
and a brand new tile roof.
Wykoff expressed the significance of the refurbishing by providing students
with stellar living quarters while recognizing the
college’s history.
The biggest challenge of the job has been
the logistics of such an
intricate and complex renovation. However, David
Northcutt, the campus
architect, has demonstrated thorough management over the project
by working with the external architects and general contractor to ensure
the construction moves
smoothly and the students
are kept safe.
Looking forward,
phase two will be starting
next semester, and the construction will be moving
to the central part of Carter. Phase two is planned
to finish by August 2016,
phase three will complete
the work in the central
section and be completed
by December 31, 2016. Finally, phase four will wrap
up all the renovations by
August 2017.

In the past years, winding
drives up Lookout Mountain have climaxed with
the stately sight of Carter
Hall, the focal point of the
campus. However, this
past semester, we returned
to the north end being
shielded with scaffolding,
tarps, and fences, distracting from Covenant’s esteemed landmark.
Dan Wykoff, the
Vice President for Finance and Operations,
was willing to offer an
update about the renovations that have been in
the works since this past
summer. The construction process includes four
phases, with the current
first phase focusing on
the north section and tower. This phase is nearing
completion and will be
nearly finished by the beginning of next semester.
When asked what
to expect after coming
back from Christmas
break, Wykoff says, “First
and foremost, students
should expect a ‘wow mo-
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LEN TEAGUE
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basic principles for relational youth ministry,”
said Teague.
Teague said that
his favorite part about
youth ministry is being a
friend that prays and lives
the Christian life with
the students. His favorite
moments are times when
a student truly understands the Gospel.
“I first see it in
their eyes and then their
whole face lights up. When
a student really gets the
Gospel, their whole countenance changes. It makes
a lasting impression and
those moments make my
job worth it,” said Teague.
As much as Teague
loves his job, it has not
been without challenges.
“Working with youth can
be hard, especially when
you feel like they are not
responding to what you
are saying. The most difficult task for me is teaching in front of so many students,” said Teague.
Teague said that it
has also been hard being
in one place for so long.
“I have so many relationships with people that I
really care about, but often so little time. I struggle with the heaviness

RUF MINISTER
ON BREAK
by Jack Roylston
Reformed University Fellowship (RUF) campus
minister Scott Wells is
taking a brief break from
his ministry among Covenant students to focus
his attention and efforts
on raising financial support for his family and
the ministry.
Wells left campus
in October to focus on
reaching out to supporters
for his ministry, that the
RUF ministry at Covenant
may be able to benefit as
much as possible from
these generous donations.
The decision for Wells to
focus all of his attention on
raising financial support
came from the RUF national office and the local
presbytery that oversees
the PCA’s campus ministry
at Covenant. The specific
committee that is involved
in overseeing Covenant’s
RUF chapter is chaired by
Lookout Mountain Presbyterian Church assistant
pastor, Brian Salter.
RUF campus ministers across the country
raise their own financial
support to provide for
their families and their
ministries.
Campus
ministers with RUF are not
technically employed by
their respective colleges.
Instead, the institution
partners with RUF to allow campus ministry to
take place on those campuses. Thus, campus ministers with RUF develop
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of having to say no when
they come to town or
when they want to hang
out,” said Teague.
In his free time
Teague enjoys running,
hiking, playing games,
and spending time with
his three children and
five grandchildren.
“I couldn’t do my
job without the love and
support of my family. My
wife’s commitment to encouraging me and speaking God’s truth into my
life has kept me motivated and helped me continue to do youth ministry,”
said Teague.
Teague and his
wife Shannon have been
married almost 30 years.
He attributes much of his
ministry to her steady support and encouragement.
Other influential figures in
Teague’s life have been his
mentor Frank Brock and
the Lookout Mountain
Presbyterian Church staff.
“I love what I do,”
said Teague. “It has given me the opportunity
to develop lasting relationships with people
who make me laugh, who
love me despite my many
failures, and most importantly who have walked in
Christ with me.”

a network of supporters
who will partner with
them both in prayer and
in financial giving.
While much support comes from family
and friends, Wells pointed out that “most people
who support the ministry
chose to become partners because they share
the vision for relational,
pastoral ministry on the
campus.”
While Wells is
away from RUF for a
brief time, guest pastors

BIOLOGY
DEPARTMENT
HIRING
by Kristie Jaya
When Dr. Jerome Wenger
retired last spring, the Biology Department began
to search for his replacement. The process had
officially started back in
the Fall of 2014, when the
college sent out advertisements to publications such
as science magazines and
journals, “The Chronicle
of Higher Education,” and
the Council for Christian
Colleges and Universities’
advertising website.
The search for the
new faculty member extended through the summer as more candidates
applied, and three candidates finally got invited to
campus for an interview.
Dr. Wenger had
been on the faculty since
1972, retiring as the Professor of Biology. His
focus on the Biology Department encompasses
environmental
biology
and whole organisms.
Wenger’s colleagues Dr.
Tim Morris and Dr. Richard Nelson specialize in
molecular and cellular
biology respectively, leaving the environmental
track unmanned.
As one of the bigger
departments on campus,
the Biology Department
has a current number of
about 110-120 advisees.
While Dr. Wenger and an
adjunct Professor, Dr. Stephen Barnett, currently
help teach classes, the
workload and amount of
advising to do for the two
faculty members still in
place is quite significant.
The
challenge
of hiring a new facul-

ty member, according
to Dr. Nelson, is Covenant’s position as a college with particular Reformed distinctive.
“We need not just
any biologist, but somebody in a particular sub
discipline, who’s a Christian and can understand
and resonate with our
distinctives. It narrows
the pool,” said Dr. Nelson.
The campus interview is one of the final
parts of the searching
process. This extensive
interview extends well
into two days, with candidates meeting with members of the Board, the
President, the Faculty
Status Committee, Faculty Development, Human
Resources, and several
others. The candidates
are also asked to give
teaching demonstrations
and a research seminar.

FACULTY QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“The British call those inverted commas, which just
shows how stupid they are. And if you want to tell
Daphne Haddad I said that, go right ahead.”
Dr. Cliﬀ Foreman
and speakers have been
coming to the RUF large
group meetings on campus to share with students
in place of Wells until he
is able to return.
“These last few
weeks away from campus
have been full of phone
calls and visits to share
with people about the importance of having RUF
at Covenant and about
my need for prayer and
financial partners,” Wells
mentioned. “The Lord is
leading me to generous
people who deeply care
about the students at
Covenant College.”
Wells is hoping to
return to campus full-time
in January at the start of
the new semester, and is
eager to return to the cam-

pus and students that he
has begun to love.
“Of course I greatly
miss being on campus in
November and December,”
Wells said. “But, I’m also
thankful that RUF is giving me a season to build a
solid support base to allow
me to be in this ministry
on campus for a long time.”
Wells was selected as the
campus minister for RUF
at Covenant during the
spring of 2015, and began
his tenure as campus minister in August. Since arriving this semester, Wells
has poured into students
through small and large
group ministries at RUF,
primarily through preaching and teaching.
Despite
Wells’s
brief absence, he has been

a solid rock of encouragement to the student-led
RUF core group that has
facilitated the large group
meetings the latter half
of this semester. Please
join the core group, as
well as Wells and his family, in prayer as they ask
for financial blessings for
Wells’s family and his ministry to Covenant students
through RUF.
Although
RUF
large group meetings are
finished for this semester,
the meetings will resume
in January at the start
of the Spring semester.
Meetings are at 11:00am
on Tuesdays in the Caudle
Room, and all are invited
to attend.

According to Dr.
Nelson, the hiring process
in Covenant is quite extensive compared to other universities, especially
with so many pieces that
have to fit. The department is looking for someone who teaches well, has
an evidence of Christian
commitment, a strong inclination towards integration of faith and discipline,
and is open to responding
to the Westminster Confession of Faith.
“As you know, there
are people on campus who
aren’t PCA,” Dr. Nelson
said, explaining that the
candidates don’t have to be
from a PCA background.
While Dr. Nelson admitted that it would be good
to have a diversification
of faculty, the department
has to take a broad approach in seeking candidates, especially with such
a small pool to draw from.
As for the hope for
the future of the Biology
Department, Dr. Nelson
said that they had hoped
that the environmental
track of the major will stay
strong, even though most
students in the department tend to veer towards
the biomedical and health
professional tracks.
Hiring a new faculty member with a different specialization will
also open opportunities
for exciting classes for
both Biology majors and
non-majors.
When asked about
his favorite part about
being in the Biology department, Dr. Nelson
smiled and said, “that’s
an easy answer.”
“My colleagues and
my students are my favorite part. They’re a wonderful group of people to work
with. It’s nice to share the
same interest and also
share a common faith,”
ended Dr. Nelson.

SPORTS

THE MISSOURI
FOOTBALL
CONVERSATION
by Luke Harvey
Following a series of reported racist incidents
at the University of Missouri, President Tim
Wolfe deemed it necessary to step down from
his position as the face of
the university.
Students had reported multiple cases
of racist activity on the
grounds of the Missouri campus, yet felt that
Wolfe and the university
were reluctant to respond.
As a result, students, professors, and other members of the Missouri community protested for the
removal of Wolfe from the
presidency, a call that was
ultimately fulfilled.
Current racial tensions demand to be addressed, however, this article is not meant to be a
participant in that discussion. The spotlight on Missouri not only brought the
prevalent racial conversations into public light yet
again, but also illuminated
the power and the influence of the collegiate athlete within the university
system. This illumination
is the primary focus.
Members of the
University of Missouri

OSCAR
PISTORIUS:
THE RISE
AND FALL
by Phil Moore
Oscar Pistorius, who
shot four times through
a closed bathroom door
and killed his girlfriend,
Reeva Steenkamp, has
been found guilty of murder by a South African
appeals court.
The courts initially
acquitted him of murder,
yet charged him with manslaughter, a less serious
offense. Pistorius served
just over a year in prison
before controversially being moved to house arrest
for his five-year sentence.
Originally
the
multi-gold
winning
Paralympic
sprinter-turned-Olympian became famous for being
the first amputee sprinter to compete at an Olympics in 2012. His story
captivated the hearts of
millions as he was a double amputee from early
childhood yet overcame
incredible disability to
become one of the fastest
men in the world.
His success and
fame all came crashing
down in February 2013 af-
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football team stated that
they would not participate
in any team activities until
Wolfe’s immediate resignation. If the university
were forced to cancel the
upcoming weekend game
against BYU, it would cost
them upwards of one million dollars.
While there were
undoubtedly many factors
that played into Wolfe’s
resignation, including the
student and faculty protests, it is interesting to
consider the particular
influence that the football
team had on this campus-wide decision. The
University of Missouri
is not only a place where
students of numerous races and ethnicities receive
a higher education, it is
also a business. To suddenly lose a million-dollar weekend would, understandably, hurt the
school’s business.
The football team’s
walkout forced Wolfe’s resignation through exerting
economic power, which
was not only an attempt to
soothe racial tensions, but
also necessitated a business move necessary for
the university’s welfare. It
seems a legitimate inference to say that the deciding factor in Wolfe’s resignation was ultimately the
football team’s protests.
If a college football
team can (note, I recognize
the students’ protests as
well in influencing the uni-

versity’s decision, though
I believe the team’s walkout was the straw that
broke the camel’s back)
cause the resignation of a
school president, it seems
an appropriate next step
to take a closer look at the
social power of the collegiate athlete.
Intercollegiate
sports bring in an unprecedented amount of money to universities. For an
example regarding the
amount of money that

make up the NCAA and
add up the revenue they
collectively bring in, it is
truly mind-boggling. In
short, sports make money for universities. The
fact that these sports are
played by student-athletes
makes the student-athlete
an economic force to be
reckoned with.
To many, the influence of the student-athlete on the well-being of a
college or university supports the argument that

changes hands within college sports, consider this:
all of Division III sports
are funded by the NCAA
March Madness basketball tournament. Yes, all
of Division III sports are
funded by one basketball
tournament.
If you take all the
various sports offered
by the 1,100 schools that

NCAA athletes should be
paid, though personally
I’ve not quite bought into
that argument just yet. As
an active student-athlete,
participating in intercollegiate sports is something
that I desire to do, not
something for which I require compensation, as
a job. While student-athletes do the “job” of bring-

ter the shooting. In one of
the most widely publicized
trials in history, Pistorius’
lawyer argued that the
shooting was an accident
as he believed there was
an intruder in his home
during the night and that
is why he fired shots into
the bathroom door.
Steenkamp’s family said that the couple had
gotten into a fight that
night and that Pistorius
had murdered her.
The original verdict of manslaughter was
appealed by Steenkamp’s
family, and on Dec. 3 the
South African Supreme
Court of Appeal overturned the original ruling
and charged Pistorius
with murder, which results
in a minimum sentence of
15 years in prison.
The appeal court
ruled that according to
South African law, by
firing four shots into
the bathroom door, Pistorius killed without
any immediate threat to
himself, resulting in a
murder verdict, regardless of intent.
Pistorius awaits
his sentencing with little
hope of ever running professionally again.

KOBE ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT
by Alan Craig
A notification lit up my
phone screen as I traveled
back from my Thanksgiving break: Kobe Bryant
is to retire after the 20152016 season. I knew it was
coming, but when I read

After the luster of
championships wore off
for the Lakers, it became
apparent that Kobe and
Shaq could no longer coexist, and the Lakers chose
to trade Shaquille to the
Heat. For the next few seasons, the Lakers struggled

the words, it all became
real—and sad.
I fell in love with
the NBA as a seven-yearold boy, when the Memphis
Grizzlies moved to town
and the Lakers were the undisputed kings of the league
in the midst of their thirdstraight
championship
season. Often viewed as a
sidekick to the dominant
Shaquille O’Neal, Kobe Bryant was an athletic, flashy,
and polarizing player who
seemed dispensable to the
Lakers’ success.

to stay above .500 and saw
Kobe chuck shots with a
reckless abandon.
Somehow through
these seasons I became
more and more entranced
with the nebulous superstar that Kobe was. Oftentimes in sports we see
players mature on and
off the court or field, but
Kobe’s maturation is an
anomaly. He transitioned
from a player who was selfish, a bad teammate, and
an even worse leader, to a
veteran who led by exam-

ing in money for colleges
and universities, there
doesn’t seem to be a lack
of students willing to play
sports for the pure enjoyment of it.
The opportunity
to wear your school’s uniform and to continue playing a sport you love seems
to be payment enough for
most student-athletes. On
top of this, a large percentage of student-athletes
participating in the “revenue sports” (Division I
football and basketball)
are on scholarship, saving them thousands upon
thousands of dollars in tuition and housing—a type
of payment, in my opinion.
On the other hand,
however, there are legitimate arguments for the
payment of student-athletes as well. All of this exemplifies that student athletes have a considerable
voice in the university system. Whether this voice
demands that colleges begin paying their athletes or
simply that they continue
to treat them as essential
members of the university
community is debatable.
Apart from the various views on the appropriateness of the responses
in Missouri, the actions of
the University of Missouri’s football team serve as
a good reminder for all student-athletes of the ability
of the student-athlete to
enact change within the
university system.
ple, outworked everyone,
and saw his game gracefully age until his injuries
these past few seasons.
Not only did Kobe
prove to everyone that he
was not a sidekick, he also
showed the world that he
was one of the best players
of all time, as he won two
more championships with
O’Neal nowhere in sight.

The first NBA game that I
ever attended was against
the Lakers, and I will never forget the thrill of seeing Kobe, which stays with
me even today despite his
struggle to make fadeaway
jumpshots in entirely
meaningless games.
Kobe, as an NBA
fan I thank you for all the
joy you have brought to
me and so many others.
We will never forget you.

ARTS
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BIEBER, PURPOSE AND A NEW LEAF
by Jon-Michael Shelley
Gone are the days of bouncy pop for Justin Bieber.
We may remember, with
brief nostalgia, the simpler time of ‘Baby’ and
‘Never Say Never,’ but the
now twenty-one year-old
is showing the fruits of a
supposedly new adulthood
in his new album, Purpose.
A highly anticipated album, pre-release
singles ‘What Do You
Mean?’ and ‘Sorry’ broke
into the Billboard Top 10
for several weeks. Flexing
new trap-inspired tracks
layered with textures and
a more solid, developed
singing voice, Purpose is
Bieber’s best yet, but retains emotionally flat qualities on a few tracks that
are not entirely rescued by
Skrillex and Jack Ü’s production skills.
A significant direction of Purpose is to
enlighten listeners to this
new, grown-up Justin Bieber. Bieber lost much of
his audience support after
being charged with DUI
and several issues regarding a rough breakup with
Selena Gomez. At his
Comedy Central roast in
March, Justin Bieber endured the harsh remarks
of comedian Hannibal Buress, who said “... they say
roast the ones you love,
but I don’t like you at all.”

SPECTRE REVIEW
by Charlie Allen
Spectre, the most recent
Bond film, hit the box
office last month. Daniel Craig returns for his
fourth film playing a confident and suave James
Bond. This climactic film
of the Bond “series” directed by Sam Mendes and
tenuously written by John
Logan and Neal Purvis
introduces a bigger-thanlife villain--Spoiler Alert:
it is Ernst Stavro Blofeld
(Christoph Waltz).
Yes, that weird and
illusive faceless guy with
the cat from the previous
Bond films is finally making an appearance and
the $350 million dollar

Buress then remarked “Actually, you should thank
me for participating in this
extremely transparent attempt to be more likable in
the public eye. And I hope
it doesn’t work.”
Buress’s comments
are representative of what
many pop culture consumers believe to be true of
Bieber: a post-adolescent
who holds a misconstrued
idea of what it means to
be an adult. In response to
his roasters, Bieber said,
“I’ve done a lot of things
that I’m not proud of, but
this is a new day and we’re
turning a new leaf here.”
It is this statement
regarding repositioning
around which Justin Bieber centralizes his album.
It is in light of the past
year that Purpose can be
considered a confessional
album; one that can be argued as either an effort to
show the multi-dimensional Bieber or a vain attempt
to encourage a more positive image in the media.
Moving away from
the inexpressive and shallow roots of his past singing, Bieber uses falsetto
to push his theme of vulnerability in Purpose. The
intro tracks ‘Mark My
Words’ and ‘I’ll Show You’
make an initial attempt
to show the softer side of
a Bieber who claims has
grown beyond the brash,
budget suggests that the
writers planned for this to
be a pivotal movie for the
Bond series.
The movie follows
Bond as he goes on a rogue
quest to follow the clues
left for him by the deceased “M” (Judi Dench).
This journey takes him to
Mexico City and Rome,
where he seduces Lucia
Sciarra (Monica Bellucci),
who leads him to the meeting of SPECTRE: Special,
Executive,
Counter-Intelligence,
Terrorism,
Revenge, and Extortion.
The next lead sends Bond
to Austria where he has
a chilling encounter with
the “Pale King,” who tells
Bond where to find his
daughter Dr. Madeleine
Swann (Léa Seydoux).

loose-lipped
adolescent
heartbreaker who publicly urinates in restaurant
mop buckets. In particular, ‘I’ll Show You’ expresses a desire for redemption
and for the world to see
him multi-dimensionally
in his lyrics: “Don’t forget
that I’m human, don’t forget that I’m real / You act
like you know me, but you
never will / But that’s one
thing that I know for sure
/ I’ll show you.”
Backed by a solid Skrillex synth track,
Bieber brings forth the
precedent of proving
himself in spite of his tumultuous past year for
the whole album.
In general, the
strongest songs of Purpose are characterized
by collaboration. Tracks
assisted by Skrillex, Diplo, and Blood Diamonds
(‘What Do You Mean?’
‘Sorry’ ‘Been There’ ‘Mark
My Words’) hold particular strength on the album,
creating space for Bieber’s
improved vocals.
Another noteworthy collaboration is ‘The
Feeling’ where Halsey
adds a separate voice
texture to Bieber’s. The
result is a balanced tugand-pull to convey a more
resonant message. These
collaborations
create
songs that focus the album’s goals and make for
fun dance-pop anthems.
However, Purpose
does not always display
Madeleine and Bond then
hunt down Blofeld who,
unsurprisingly, is harder
to subdue than they first
believed.
Watching the film,
one cannot help but feel
a shift from prior Bond
films, a feeling of isolation.
The instrumentals in the
theme music are significantly stripped down. In
the wake of MI6’s anticipated decommission and
Bonds off grid exploits,
the sense that Her Majesty has Bond’s back is absent, and Bond’s “mission”
is more of a personal and
individual one than part of
the agency’s.
This feeling even
permeates the action
scenes, where Bond and
Dr. Swann are kept com-

emotional legibility or
attentiveness. Some sections of the album feel
relatively inanimate and
feel like forced attempts
to address Bieber’s public
image issue as so pointed
out by Hannibal Buress.
Though obviously shooting for emotional poignancy, ‘Children’ and ‘Life
Is Worth Living’ fall flat
on the album, with tonal
monochrome and lyrics
that are overt attempts at
social awareness, a combination that muddles the
album’s relevance with
their
meaninglessness.
“No Sense,” although the
product of a collaboration with a Travi$ Scott,

has no movement and remains unremarkable on
the album.
Despite its pitfalls,
Purpose is a good album
that I would recommend
for the casual listener.
At its best, Purpose is a
revealing testament to
Bieber’s
acknowledgement of his imperfections.
However, the question remains, is it authentic? Or
is Buress correct in his
assumption that Bieber
is merely feigning transparency to gain star power? We may not know, but
we’ll keep our eyes peeled
to see what comes next
for who we hope has truly
accepted adulthood.

pany by multitudes of
henchmen driving Range
Rovers. He leaves all of
these, miraculously, in a
fiery torrent of rubble,
falling to their deaths. In
fact one could probably
write a whole other movie
on MI6’s attempt to cover
up such public displays
of violence. It is true that
despite Bond’s role as a
secret agent, his trail has
never been subtle. But
this enters a whole new
level where neither Bond
nor his enemy are afraid
to be seen.
With three Bond
films under his belt, Daniel Craig is James Bond.
Seydoux’s performance,
though good, is hampered
by the story itself. Her
speedy conversion from
fearing her debonair defender to being an impassioned lover feels forced.
Waltz plays an innocent
looking character who we
find out is a jealous adopted brother of Bond. He believes that Bond, despite
his lack of blood connection to his father, was his
father’s favorite.
This leads to a big
letdown of the latest development in the Bond series, a true digression into
quirky superhero films,
cartoons, and political
meltdown. Bond has been
stripped of the organization that employs him, yet
somehow continues to be
a well-equipped vigilante.
It turns out that the mac
daddy of the Bond villains,
Blofeld, has daddy issues

so debilitating that he has
spent years systematically
killing off one Bond fling
after another. Since when
has a single psychological
nutcase with a revenge
complex for one person
become the epitome of
national security threats?
Why do you need a secret
agent to eradicate such a
threat secretly?
The movie is no
doubt a guilty pleasure,
but if you are looking to
follow any meaningful
plot or retro sense of British patriotism, 007 is not
what he used to be. The
customized DB10 Aston
Martins almost make it
worth it, but the British would have their own
revolutionary war if the
public discovered MI6’s
massive spending spree
for Bond to resolve his
personal issues.
Bond films are no
longer about an elite operative who in following
orders and working with a
team protects Britain and
others from imminent destruction. Osama Bin Laden was killed by a team of
Seals. Covert operations
are all about putting fewer bodies in the field by
putting more people behind a desk in safety to
make them more effective. Earlier Bond films
recognize this and incorporate intelligence, other
operatives, and ground
troops. Here they simply
went for the individually
minded crowd pleaser.
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SENIOR ART
EXHIBITION
by Heather Harper
Last Wednesday night,
friends, family, students,
and professors gathered
in the top floor of the library to spend time celebrating the work of the
graduating art majors.
This show was the result
of hours upon hours of
studio classes, critiques,
and late nights. The works
were a collection of photographs, paintings, mixed
media pieces, ceramic
pieces, prints, drawings,
kimonos, posters, etc.
that we have made from
as early as freshman year.
The difference between this show and others you may have seen is
that this show is a collection of works that are a
culmination of varying levels of thought and meaning. While we are proud of
these pieces, not all accurately reflect who we are
as artists, or simply aren’t
enough to explain what we
have been doing the last
three years.
The other purpose
of this show was to take
a breath and step back
for a minute, to recognize
our accomplishments before we dive into the most
momentous task yet.
The Senior Exhibition
Show is merely laying
the groundwork for the
Spring, when all of the
seniors will create something for their Senior Integration Project (SIP).
Personally, as a senior who is only in their
second year as an official
art major, I have struggled
with feeling inadequately
prepared for creating my
SIP. I have not had the
end-goal in mind since my
freshman year. Though I
have taken more studios
than the average art major,
part of being in the art department is not about just
making and creating, but
about shaping your mind
as an artist and training
yourself to see and view
things with an art historical perspective. Some of
the pieces currently in the
gallery and the lobby of
the new art facility reflect
this art historical perspective more than others. Yet,
I would like to argue that
nothing we create is without previous influence,
even if we are not conscious of that influence.
Some of us seniors
have been creating almost
our whole lives, while others are newer to these practices. If you feel lost while
viewing this show, know
that you are not the only
one feeling this lack of a
connecting theme or overarching unity among the
pieces. Quite frankly, this
show is less about specific
pieces and more about the
artists who made them.
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I encourage you
to seek the artists in the
show out. Ask us why we
made what we made (even
if we’re not sure ourselves). Look and spend
time with our work simply
because it is a good practice. While studying for
finals, take a break with a
friend and spend ten minutes in the gallery asking each other questions
about what you see.
The gallery will
open again in January
with the SIPs of three
seniors who will graduate this semester. What
is displayed next semester will be different from
what you see in the gallery right now, and I believe that is an important
distinction to note.
For an art major,
the SIP process is a difficult one. It is the result
of a mixture of ideas that
must be put into a tangible representation. Complications arise from lack
of ability to execute, difficulty of material to work
with, limit of time, or even
lack of funding.
If you have thought
you would rather create
something “fun” than have
to write a 45-page paper
for your SIP, know that
what you see is the result
of months of process and
practice, critique and conversation, formulation and
failure. Our SIPs are not
simply things we’ve created, but the result of working out in our minds what
it means to create and to
create well.
After spring break,
there will be a series of
shows from the seniors
graduating this coming
May. As one of those seniors, I look forward to
what I will be able to put
in the gallery because this
will be something I have
conceptualized from my
own mind.
I firmly believe art
is important and worth
talking about because it
actively pushes at us. I
hope that even if you disagree with the views being
pushed at you, you can understand the importance
of being pushed to see our
world differently.

THE WIZ LIVE! WINS BIG
by Garrett Sisson
Last week, NBC broadcast a live production of
“The Wiz” to 11.5 million
viewers, the third in the
network’s series of annual high budget one-shot
musicals performed and
recorded seven days after
Thanksgiving each year.
This all-black, contemporary interpretation
of “The Wizard of Oz”
was originally performed
on Broadway in 1975, and
features R&B and Soul
inspired music, including the hit song, ‘Ease on
Down the Road.’ A 1978
film adaptation was released at the end of the
Blaxploitation movement,
starring Diana Ross and
Michael Jackson. Though
it differed in tone from
the original and was considered a box office flop,
the stars’ recording of the
feature song achieved Billboard Hot 100 success and
Grammy nominations, and
the film is now considered
a cult classic.
The Wiz Live! has
received great praise from
critics as a heartfelt revival of the classic show. Production design and dance
moves were updated for
modern audiences, and
parts of the script were
rewritten to give the characters a tighter story arc.
One new song, ‘We Got It,’
was written especially for
the event.

Dorothy is played
by 19-year old newcomer
Shanice Williams, who
hails from New Jersey and
auditioned at the show’s
open casting call. The
show also stars Elijah Kelley as the Scarecrow, Ne-Yo
as the Tin Man, and Queen
Latifah as the Wiz.
It features dance
performances from a
Cirque du Soleil ensemble during the flying monkeys and digitally created
tornado sequences, and
the rapper Common plays
the Bouncer, who is the
gatekeeper of Emerald
City. Stephanie Mills, who
played Dorothy in the original Broadway production,
returns to play Aunt Em.
NBC’s The Wiz
Live! is preceded by last
year’s production of Peter Pan Live! and 2013’s
The Sound of Music Live!.
These shows both received
incredibly bad reviews;
Carrie Underwood’s casting as Maria the first year
was seen as a misguided
ploy for ratings, and the
next year, featuring the
bizarre casting of Christopher Walken as Captain
Hook, did not fare much
better. Adding to the controversy, NBC was accused
of nepotism when Allison
Williams—daughter
of
NBC Nightly News anchor
Brian Williams—was cast
as Peter Pan.
All this controversy led many theatre fans to

start “hate-watching” the
specials for entertainment,
taking to Twitter and other social media with their
most creative and scathing remarks. Incidentally,
that negative attention led
to a larger audience being
blown away this year by
the unexpected quality of
the production.
This year’s Twitter
activity tripled from last
year’s, which had double
the number of viewed
tweets as the year before
it. According to Nielsen
ratings, the show actually
broke a record for most interactions about a live special program in more than
four years of tracking.
All three shows
have been produced by
Craig Zadan and Neil Meron, who also produced the
last three Academy Awards
programs. The NBC specials are performed in New
York for an empty house,
and utilize state of the art
special effects and close-up
photography. They were
inspired by the popularity
of live, televised musicals
recorded on a soundstage
in the 1950s. The success
of this year’s performance
has already led to talks
about taking the production back to Broadway next year, as well as
prompting Fox Network
to host Grease Live in January (starring Aaron Tveit, Julianne Hough, Vanessa Hudgens, and Carly Rae
Jepson).
For now, the show
can be watched on NBC’s
website for free, and will
also be rebroadcast on
Dec. 19. The Wiz represents a celebration of
black culture for all audiences, and is more timely
today than ever before. By
televising it in our modern informational and
connected era, this iteration also makes it easier
than ever to enter into the
conversation about diversity and race relations.

THE VERDICT
Yes to Mistletoe
Mingle.
No to sweaty donuts
on the dancefloor.
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“DENYING
FIREARMS AND
EXPLOSIVES
TO DANGEROUS
TERRORISTS”
ACT VOTED
DOWN
IN SENATE

Times printed the first
front page editorial since
1920 titled “End the Gun
Epidemic in America,”
and just last Wednesday,
a bill preventing suspected terrorists from legally
purchasing firearms was
voted on in Senate. The
bill was proposed by Diane Feinstein (D.) from
California, but the bill was
originally put forward by
President Bush in 2007.
Yet, despite the
conservative origins of the
bill, it was voted down by
by Molly Hulsey
all Republican senators,
excepting one. Four of
In just the past two these Senators are presimonths, 130 victims were dential candidates for the
massacred in the gunfire upcoming election: Ted
and explosions resulting
from the Paris bombings,
3 killed and 9 wounded at
the Planned Parenthood
shootings in Colorado
Springs, and 14 murdered
at an office Christmas
party in San Bernardino,
California.
All 8 suspects in
the Paris bombings are
connected with the jihadist group ISIS, as are Syed
Farook and Tashfeen Malik, the San Bernardino
shooters that spent an
entire year strategizing
the attack.
In response to the
bloodshed, the New York

Cruz, Marco Rubio, Rand
Paul and Lindsey Graham.
The bill bars those on the
Federal Terror Watch List
from legally buying guns
and explosives.
Those on the Terror Watch or “No Fly List”
are currently forbidden
from setting foot on commercial airplane flights,
yet according to the Washington Post, suspects on
this list legally purchased
at least than 2,000 guns
at domestic dealers from
2004 to 2014.
A secondary bill
supporting more vigorous
background checks on
customers at gun shows
and on firearm websites

RELIGIOUS
LIBERTY IN
THE FOG

bother with Trump’s statement. It is so offensive it is
ridiculous, not the worthy
subject of a national discourse. On the other hand,
it may be a harbinger of
a wider conversation regarding religious liberty
that I think merits serious
attention.
Moments
like
these throughout history
have warranted taking a
step back and one deep
breath before allowing
phobia to shape policy. In
his press conference with
French President Francois Hollande on Novem-

by Sara Belz
The attacks in Paris and
San Bernardino have
brought immigration and
refugee policy to the front
of politics, charging discourse with fear and outrage. Earlier this week,
Donald Trump’s campaign proposed a new im-

migration plan that would
enforce a “total and complete shutdown” of the
entry of Muslims to the
United States.
The
Republican
presidential
candidate
supported his statement

by mis-referencing a small
Pew poll that shows that
Muslims in America display a great amount of
hatred towards the United States. He went on to
claim, “Without looking
at the various polling
data, it is obvious to anybody the hatred is beyond
comprehension.”
The proposal received immediate condemnation from commentators on the left and
right, both for its lack of
credibility (The Onion
tweeted one of its old
headlines in response:

“Man Already Knows Everything He Needs To
Know About Muslims”)
and the logistical impossibility of banning Muslims
from the US.
Part of me wants to
look the other way and not

was also blocked by the
Senate GOP. Both bills
were blocked due to their
potential to restrict those
that just might not be a
terrorist or mentally unstable individual—even
if substantial evidence
collected by those in the
Terrorist Screening Center and courts across the
nation plead otherwise.
Personally, I am fully in support of the right
to bear arms. Growing up
as an avid hunter and one
who has witnessed situations where a gun was necessary for personal protection, I am fully aware of the
importance of firearms to
the American people.

However, does the
right to bear arms mean
we should place guns in
the hands of those clearly
incapable to use them for
protection and recreational purposes? Does this
mean we should enable
terrorists and the insane
to carry out mass shootings simply to vote along
party lines?
I suppose that after these recent events,
one must simply conclude
that banning gun sales
to probable terrorists is,
in the words of Senator
John Cornyn (R.), simply
“un-American.” And yet,
I’m not sure how comfortable I am with having my
nationality compared to
idiocy.

Emmett Gienapp
Editor In Chief
James Kelly
Layout Editor

ber 24, President Obama
captured this: “There
have been times in our
history, in moments of
fear, when we have failed
to uphold our highest ideals, and it has been to our
lasting regret.”

Freedom of religion
sits somewhere near top of
America’s list of “highest
ideals,” and how we uphold
it at home largely shapes
how we do so abroad (the
New York Resolution for
Freedom of Religion or
Belief, signed by an international panel in 2015, is
a good read on this). Let
us not begin to participate in the kinds of narrow-mindedness toward
religious outsiders that is
the source of so much suffering we witness.
We easily forget
that protecting religious
liberty is an active job, not
a passive tolerance. That
freedom requires providing equal protection under
the law to every individual, but it also means empowering religious communities of all kinds to
provide services and to uplift cultural and economic
freedom as well. This is
impossible in a climate of
Islamophobia—and if you
don’t believe that mood is
growing, do some browsing on Twitter. Engy Abdelkader, who serves on
the US State Department
Religion and Foreign Policy Working Group, put it
simply: “American Muslims can’t go it alone.” If
we pursue freedom for persecuted Yezidis and Christians, we’ll have to uphold
the same rights within our
borders—especially in seasons of fear.
My aim is not to
propose the right policy here, nor to disregard
an emotional reaction to
the tragedies of the past
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month. Addressing security concerns alongside
human rights is important
and not easily done.
But as you think
about the conversation
surrounding the refugee
crisis and immigration, I
urge you to fight against
any tendency towards
phobia. Instead, cherish
the freedoms you have
and the radical, challenging work that goes into
upholding them. Desire
it for those from whom it
has been taken.

OPINIONS

RESPONSE TO
“OPEN LETTER
REGARDING HALL
EVENTS”
by Mark Paczewski
In a recent article, an
open letter was written to
Covenant College calling
for a stronger awareness
for the experiences and
conditions students may
experience when planning hall events.
While I do agree
with the idea that some
themes and interactions
could be a bit too invading for some, I do also believe that it is very hard
to accommodate for the
individual. I also believe
some concerns, such as
this situation, should be
first turned to Student
Development.
In my practicum
placements for the elementary
education
program, I have begun
to notice an increased
awareness of allergies,
such as peanuts, in cafeterias and classrooms. This
awareness has been developed over time through
the communication of students and their parents to
school administrations.
As someone with
a severe food allergy, I
appreciate the level of
awareness that many
schools are expressing.
During my time as a student, I did not see this
level of awareness. It can
definitely be a lifesaver!
Nonetheless, with
a food allergy, I have had
to learn to pick and choose
what I participate in. This
has been something I have
learned over the years as a
Covenant student. I have
had to make sacrifices to
choose whether or not I
attend events, and have
learned to ask about what
is in each food. My allergy
is something I have experienced my entire life,
and though I do miss out
on the camaraderie that
events may provide, I do
not know any better.
In my experiences
with hall events, themes
are shared to the resident
director of the building.
As a participant of Carter
Christmas, we even had
sections of our hall shut
down during a preview
because the Resident Director and Assistant Res-
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ident Director thought
they were inappropriate
for the audience.
There are traditionally halls that try to
push boundaries and try
to preserve secrecy, and
it is not exclusive to Ghetto or any single hall. In
most of my experiences
with hall events, secrecy
comes with the competitiveness that is experienced between individual
halls. Each hall on campus embodies different
characteristics and holds
traditions, and with that,
reputations are developed. Some of that comes
with how hall events are
managed and planned.
In the instances
where there is concern for
the potential for negative
experiences, like viewers
of South Park are advised
before each episode, I
think viewer discretion
should be advised. While
I sympathize with any
student that has had negative experiences from
events that are meant to
be creative and fun, it is
not entirely fair to place
responsibility on the residents of a hall to cater to
individual needs.
As a whole, the
campus does care about
their classmates, but
though that care may not
be in the physical form,
that level of care is there
in spirit. More times than
not, food allergies, medical conditions, and other
experiences that students
may have had are simply
not things that their classmates are aware of.
For many, these
conditions students experience are personal. It
takes a lot of courage to
expose these personal details to the entire campus,
but I think our responsibilities as students with
concerns is to communicate them effectively.
Resident directors, community coordinators, and
the rest of the Student Development department at
Covenant College are here
for the students.
These individuals
can help communicate
and provide anonymity
that may be required to
communicate
concerns
to resident assistants, so
that can be transmitted
to their residents. Without specific awareness for
conditions and ailments,
it is hard for students and
halls to effectively provide
any warning.

DIVERSITY
IN WORSHIP
by Lillian Arjona
We all know the classic
“frozen chosen” joke that
gets casually thrown
around when Presbyterians criticize their style
of worship or when they
are being criticized by
other
denominations.
This phrase is usually referred to as the manner
in which congregations
worship during church
services.
(Disclaimer:
when I use the word worship in this context I will
be speaking strictly of
singing praise songs.)

I attended two
churches during my formative and high school
years. One was a predominately white middle class/
upper class PCA church
where mostly hymns and
some contemporary songs
were sung and the instruments that were used were
predominantly
piano,
acoustic guitar, bass and
electric drums.
The other church
I attended on Sundays
was a Spanish bilingual
church that consisted of
Mexican immigrants. The
worship there was mostly Spanish contemporary
songs with the use of
acoustic guitar, keyboard
(at times) and occasionally a cajon or djembe.
At times I felt restricted in the consistent
form of worship when fel-

lowshipping at the white
church; it truly was a reflection of the popular
“frozen chosen” categorization. During my summers spent in Mexico, I
would go to my cousin’s
church that would be labeled as charismatic, and
I remember the first time
I went and my reaction to
the worship.
Many people began to jump up and down,
lift their hands, clap, and
even dance around. At
first I felt uncomfortable,
but then I began to feel
the freedom to be able to
lift my hands and not worry what the person next
to me or behind me was
thinking and how that
could possibly reflect my
relationship with God.

to sing or just awkwardly
looking around instead of
trying to learn the song.
I have learned so much
from my African brothers
and sisters about lamenting through worship, just
as I have from my Latino brothers and sisters
in their songs of joy and
praise.
Therefore
my
question is, what is our
role in diversifying our
worship? We should be
learning from brothers
and sisters and their
style of praise, living in
the tension and awkwardness in being pushed out
of our comfort zones.
Should we just
avoid New City coming and
leading us in worship and
instead just sing hymns

Upon entering college, I was faced with the
decision of where I would
call “home” in the context
of my church. I decided to
attend New City East Lake
because it reminded me a
lot of my Spanish-speaking church back home.
In these three
years, I have experienced
joy, grief, praise, adoration, and much more in
the worship on Sunday
mornings. The music at
East Lake varies from
mostly gospel songs to
Spanish songs to hymns.
We have been encouraged
as a congregation to enter
into the act of worship as
who we are, and during
the different seasons our
worship changes.
Every Friday in
chapel at Covenant College, New City Fellowship
would lead the student
body in two worship songs.
These two songs were
usually gospel songs that
were common at New City.
During my time at Covenant I have consistently
attended New City East
Lake, and for many of the
fellow Covenant students,
these songs were familiar
and known by us.
I have noticed,
however, the discomfort
felt during chapel for
many of Covenant’s students as New City led in
worship. It frustrated me
to see friends not wanting

we are most familiar with?
Now, I am not in any way
disregarding the importance and significance of
hymns and more traditional forms of worship. What
I am trying to do is what
we can learn from other
forms of worship that are
different from ours. Can
we enter into worship with
them and fully praise Jesus in it?
I know that I do
not agree completely with
Pentecostal doctrine, but
I also know that I was
able to experience freedom in worship at my
cousin’s church. In the
same way, I worshipped
through the beautiful
and rich words of hymns
sung at the PCA church I
attended growing up.
There is significance and beauty in worshiping in different ways.
We begin to see God in
such a wonderful and new
way. Those moments of
discomfort and awkwardness are diminished in
light of the glory of God
and the diverse body of
Christ that we are.
We must begin not
to merely ask the questions but enter into worship with our brothers and
sisters, not just in other
countries but right next to
us here in this community.

