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Meet Chris Robinson

Covenant welcomes Project52
director as the new sociology
professor.
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What Deflategate?

After the “Deflategate” debacle
Tom Brady is back in action for
the New England Patriots.
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New Arts Building

The art department may be
stuck down the hill, but now they
have a state of the art facility.
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NonCommital Greetings
You may say, “Hello”, but have
you given real thought to what
that means?
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Be confident, you aren’t the only
one who reads teen fiction.
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CHATTANOOGA
CONSIDERS RAISING
MINIMUM WAGE
by Will Lattner
Following a larger national trend, Chattanooga city
officials are looking to increase the minimum wage
despite an existing state
law which prohibits individual cities from raising
the minimum wage.
City
councilman
Moses Freeman called
for the raise on Sept. 8,
saying that it is high time
Chattanooga made the
adjustment. He did not
specify when he wanted
the change to take place
or how much the increase
should be.
Minimum wage is
determined at the state
level, but several states,
Tennessee included, do
not have a set wage and
are therefore at the default federal wage of $7.25
an hour.
Tennessee is by no
means the first state to
consider a minimum wage
increase. Several states
out west have passed legislation to raise wages,
such as California, where
minimum wage is set to
be raised from $9 to $10
starting in 2016. However,
not many states or even

Reading Something Lame

by Zach Jones

cities have actually implemented a higher minimum
wage that is in effect right
now, and one of the few cities that has is facing difficult repercussions.
Seattle
recently
raised its minimum wage
to $15 an hour, an action
that sparked yet another
conflict between conservatives and liberals. Soon
after the decision to increase minimum wage,
a local Seattle magazine
published an article seemingly attributing the recent trend in restaurant
closures to the impending
spike in wages.
Both sides immediately took up arms
and were at each other’s’
throats in an instant; in

reality, a careful reading of
the article reveals that it is
in fact a speculation about
what the effects of the new
minimum wage might
have on restaurants.
Regardless,
the
minimum wage increase
in Seattle is having an immense effect on the community, and it is not a matter of simply being either
good or bad for the economy. Whether a restaurant
shuts down or not, the
increase is guaranteed to
impact the organization,
which must adjust and
adapt accordingly.
According to the
American Legislative Exchange Council, “When
the government imposes
a higher minimum wage,

employers face higher labor costs and are forced
to respond by decreasing
other production expenses. Some employers make
labor-saving capital investments … Other firms may
make adjustments such
as reducing employees’
hours, non-wage benefits
or training.”
According to a 2014
study, the state of Tennessee leads the nation in the
percentage of employees
being paid minimum wage
at 7.4 percent. Back in
March, around the same
time Seattle made its decision, the state made an
effort to raise the minimum wage to $10.10, but

she learned that two of the
coveted rooms on Gracewell had never been filled.
Frustrated by her discovery, she moved to Jungle—another
Founders
Hall with empty rooms.
Several of her friends who
had requested Gracewell
were also forced to look for
rooms elsewhere.
“With the absence
of these potential hallmates, the Founders community feels empty and
very unbalanced between
freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors. Meanwhile, Mac is full to the
gills. My friends in Mac
don’t particularly care for
it either,” says Warner.
The majority of
Mac’s residents seem to
be fairly satisfied with the

cheaper room rates and
fellowship resulting from
the dorm overcrowding.
Last February, Jonathan
Ingraham, the Associate
Dean of Residence Life,
visited each of Mac’s four
floors to promote the new
option to applicants interested in registering for one
of the 18 three-man rooms.
A number of returning students were
incentivized by the opportunity to commune with
more friends at a lesser
rate than the $4,585 twoman. A number of incoming freshmen were also
attracted to the $4,410
three-man price per semester, a financially savvy
decision for those willing
to gain $175 in exchange
for an extra roommate.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

When Covenant College
freshman Matthew Gidney woke up this Sunday,
he expected to enjoy an
afternoon in Chattanooga’s scenic surroundings.
What he didn’t expect was
to fall more than 40 feet
onto rocks while exploring
Rainbow Falls, leaving him
hospitalized with major
bleeding and multiple serious injuries.
18-year-old Gidney
was airlifted to Erlanger
Hospital after a four-hour
long evacuation that required three rescue teams.
He and six other Covenant
students were exploring
Rainbow Falls near Signal
Mountain when he fell at
approximately 1:00 p.m.
on Sunday.
Gidney was making his way towards the top
of the waterfall along the
edge of the rock face when
he slipped. Thankfully, he
landed feet first, preventing
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

MAC OVERFLOW AND EMPTY ROOMS
by Molly Hulsey
In order to deal with student overflow and the
estimated 70 students
displaced by Carter renovations, the Residence
Life Office increased the
capacity for some rooms
in Maclellan-Rymer halls,
but not every room on
campus is occupied and
some students are asking
why.
With a smaller
freshman class than usual and the fact that the
students were 56 percent
female, 15 of the rooms
reserved for freshmen
across campus were left
empty. This predicament
left a few students disgruntled—particularly those
in Founders and Andreas
who were looking forward
to having freshmen and
friends inhabit these unused rooms.
“I was really looking forward to meeting
new freshmen on my hall
and was excited to be the
friend that so many of the
upperclassmen on my hall
were to me last year,” says
Bethany Beck, a sophomore on Gracewell.
When she returned
this year, she was disap-

pointed to discover that,
despite the number of
freshmen room reservations, only one freshman
and two transfer students
had been placed on Gracewell.
“I became even
more angry hearing that
other halls were overflowing and crammed with
freshman and was furious
for the people who had
asked to be on our hall and
been turned away because
of ‘needing room for the incoming freshmen.’ I feel as
though our hall has been
forgotten,” she says.
Carolyn Walters,
a senior on Gracewell, is
also concerned about the
lack of new arrivals on the
hall.
“As a freshman, it
is important to learn from
the wisdom and general
life experience of upperclassmen. Seniors too can
learn from the exuberance
of freshmen and their willingness to get involved on
campus,” she says.
Christina
Warner is a returning senior
who requested Gracewell
before she departed for
her Junior semester at
Oxford, but was turned
down. Upon returning,

In fact, Covenant
originally
constructed
Mac’s two-man Suites to
hold 3 students, and has
sporadically opened the
rooms up to their full potential during semesters
of overcrowding. While
the rooms are a little
more cozy than usual, the
suites’ expansive 12’x 12’
dimensions and attached
12’x 9’ study room provide
enough space for a third
bunk bed, dresser, and
desk.
Mac’s
Resident
Director, Jackie Robel,
says that the shift has run
smoothly. The only negative responses she has received are the emails written by concerned parents
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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MATT GIDNEY

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
severe head trauma.Fellow
student Will Friesen was the
first of the group to reach
Gidney. Friesen immediately realized the severity of
the situation when he saw
the amount of blood coming from Gidney’s face and
from the back of his head.
After confirming that he was
breathing, Friesen supported
his head until the rest of the
group arrived at his side.
“Logic would say he
was dead or in much worse
shape from that fall. I didn’t
really know what to expect
when I got there. It was pretty traumatic,” said Friesen.
Gidney
suffered
from memory loss and
drifted in and out of consciousness during the
first few minutes after the
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fall. He had no breathing
problems.
A man nearby called
911 while Gidney’s friends
made their way to his side.
They comforted and prayed
with him while they waited
for help to come. The first
rescue team arrived at the
site of the fall in approximately 30 minutes.
“We didn’t know
if he would survive even
those first thirty minutes,”
said Covenant student Daniel Hogue. “We thought he
could have internal bleeding
or brain damage. Knowing
what we know now, it’s a
miracle it wasn’t worse.”
The Signal Mountain Fire Department first
responded to the 911 call
and requested a Mutual Aid
Response for additional
manpower. Hamilton County EMS provided first aid to

stop the blood loss before the
evacuation began.
Gidney was secured in
a
medical litter during
the slow and careful evacuation process. Two rope
pulley systems were used to
pull the litter up the steep
and hazardous terrain. The
trail from the Rainbow Lake
parking lot down to the falls
is less than a mile long.
One team arrived
and began cutting down
trees in order to widen the
trail while the other teams
were still administering first
aid. The rescue teams did
most of the work of carrying
Gidney to safety; the other
Covenant students were only
asked to help operate the
pulley system.
Gidney was airlifted
to Erlanger Hospital at approximately 5:30 p.m., about
four and a half hours after

MAC OVERFLOW
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before the semester even
began. She reports that
“we have a lot of returners, but a solid number of
freshmen on each hall.”
Aside from the incoming
requests for a three-man
room, she says that freshmen were allocated to
certain halls on Mac in accordance to unique health
requests and a student’s
compatibility with existing hall culture.
Lauren MacDougall, RA of Harambe!, a
hall with three overloaded
rooms, believes that the issue is at worst, something
tolerable, and at best, a
catalyst for camaraderie.
“The decision to
offer three-man rooms in
Mac has brought suites
closer together and, while
I wasn’t here last year, the
hall seems to have become
much more social,” she
says. All of Harambe’s 9
three-man residents are
freshmen.
“While the rooms
are more cramped, everyone fits. When the girls
have to share a closet, they
approach it with an attitude of ‘How do we make
this work?’” she says.
Some
students
across campus regard the
Mac overload as an administrative quandary, but
MacDougall admits that
“I don’t know the nuances and thought processes
that went into the decision, but I haven’t seen
any problems that would
warrant that the school
should have thought this
through better.”
Andreas has far
fewer empty rooms than
Founders, and, overall,
doesn’t seem quite as
miffed about the decision.
Prescott Davis, the RA of
Bloodfield, reported that
the two empty rooms on
his hall “haven’t been an
issue.”
Ingraham reports
that the present housing
distribution plan was formulated early last February while he was juggling
the logistics of housing
incoming students along
with displaced students
from Carter.
With the space for
70 beds lost to Carter’s re-

the first 911 call reporting
the fall came in. 20-year-old
David Ragland, a Covenant
sophomore who was one of
the other six students with
Gidney on Sunday, called
the evacuation “an excruciatingly slow process,” but
made it clear that Gidney
kept an extraordinary attitude throughout.
Despite not having
been given pain medication
before the evacuation, Gidney had incredibly high spirits during the whole process.
“He didn’t complain, accuse
or criticize anyone. He even
asked us to pray for God to
give his parents a sense of
peace,” said Ragland.
Gidney suffered severely broken heels and feet
from his landing, although
his Achilles tendons remained intact. He sustained
multiple other injuries from

the fall including a punctured
shin, a broken left knee, fractured feet, minor fractures to
the back, a broken nose, lost
teeth, a cut to the back of the
head, and extensive bruises.
He also bit his bottom lip
completely off.
As of Monday night,
physicians had performed
minor cleaning surgeries
and stitched his lip. Operations on Gidney’s feet and
knees are expected to take
place during the week.
Three of Gidney’s friends
stayed with him at the hospital for part of Sunday night.
Monday night, the whole
group visited Gidney. “It was
so healing to all be together
again for the first time. We
actually had fun,” said Ragland. Will Friesen said that
Gidney was “in high spirits,
laughing and cracking the
group up.”

MEET CHRIS
ROBINSON

Before
teaching
at Covenant, Robinson
served as the Youth and
Family Minister at Signal
Mountain
Presbyterian
Church and taught as an
adjunct Sociology professor for Covenant College
and Chattanooga State
Community College. He
is also the director of a local nonprofit organization
called Project52.
“When I am not at
Covenant, I enjoy directing the ministry and mission of Project52 and serving those who are in need,”
said Robinson. “Project52’s mission is to serve
those individuals and/or
families who are socio-economically challenged due
to financial crisis, natural
disaster, physical disability, and emotional distress
including widows, the elderly, and those living below the poverty line.”
Project52
completes fifty-two projects
in a calender year—one
for each week. Their labor
force consists of volunteers from local individuals (including Covenant
students), churches, businesses, and organizations.
They work with county officials and code officers to
help meet specific needs
for that area.
Robinson’s servant
heart is not only evident in
his passion for Project52
but also in his concern for
those around him.
“It is exciting being
a part of a collegial faculty and staff,” says Robinson. “I especially enjoy
the opportunity to glorify
God through teaching and
spending time with students.”
Students in his
class know him for his
fun-loving personality, his
love for the Lord, the famous CRob learning experiences, and his ability
to incorporate the love
story of Justin Bieber and
Selena Gomez into all of
his lectures. Robinson is
teaching Principles of Sociology, Social Problems,
Social Diversity and Inequality, and a special topics course on Adolescence
in Social Perspective this
fall semester.

by Chelsea Kohl

construction and an estimated number of 315 new
students—an estimate calculated from the average
admission rate over the
past five years, Ingraham
was faced with a quandary.
In addition to these considerations, he had to verify that a healthy percentage of freshmen made up
each hall and a few rooms
were reserved for possible
transfers.
“We want to make
sure that each of our halls
are going to provide a good
experience. We want to
make sure that there are
enough students there to
have a community, and
that we are providing safe
and healthy environments
for the students to live in.
Those are the big things,”
he says.
Ingraham understood that the two-man
to three-man shift had
worked smoothly in the
past and finalized the decision before housing requests were filed in April.
350 beds were reserved for freshmen across
campus in accordance to
the expected incoming
rate and the number of students that had applied.
It was late summer when
Ingraham received a more
accurate figure of the freshman class and, by then, he
says it was too late in the
game to successfully adjust a predetermined housing arrangement to fit the
current population.
Jonathan has not received
any complaints about the
issue as of yet.
When those in the
campus community were

asked if they thought the
plan should’ve been modified over time to fit the current population, concerns
about the disruption of
premeditated room combinations were broached.
On the other hand,
some students assert that
the three-man assignments should remain intact, but a dynamic plan
provides leeway for adjustment—particularly
when the distribution of
students is already off balance.
Robel
expressed
that reverting the threeman rooms to two-man
rooms would subvert the
stability of the hall and the
expectations of those who
had signed up for the room.
“You could go back
through and break up all
the three-mans, but the
roommates are paired together by personality. To
take out one roommate
would change the dynamics of the room, when one
wants to care well and
respect the time that has
been taken to make these
selections,” she says.
Warner also argues
that students who had
already registered for a
three-man should get the
room they requested, but
concludes that the “school
could’ve created a better
distribution of the freshmen, as they are much easier to move than returning
students.”
“It’s great to make
a plan on an estimate,”
says Walters, “but any
good plan is adaptable.”

After four years teaching
as an adjunct professor
for Covenant College’s Sociology department, Dr.
Chris Robinson is now
one of the college’s fulltime faculty members.
Robinson graduated from Anderson University in 1989 with a B.A
in Religion and Business.
In 1989, he received his
Masters in Divinity from
Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, Virginia, and his Ph.D in Sociology from the University of
South Carolina in 2007.
Robinson
has
taught both at Covenant
College and Chattanooga
State Community College
as an adjunct Sociology
professor. This past year,
Covenant hired him as the
full-time Assistant Professor of Sociology.
“I am enjoying
teaching Sociology,” said
Robinson. “I especially
like the fact that it is not
static. Sociologists learn
from scholars of the past,
but we also challenge
those scholars with new
theory and understanding.”
Robinson was born
in Beaver, Pennsylvania.
When he was 11, his family moved to Yarinachocha,
Peru, for a couple of years
with the Wycliffe Bible
Translators. His family
moved back to Pennsylvania when Robinson was in
middle school and stayed
until he graduated high
school. Robinson has also
lived in Anderson, Indiana; Montreat, North Carolina; Richmond, Virginia;
Dallas, Texas (twice); Augusta, Georgia; Columbia,
South Carolina; and most
recently Signal Mountain,
Tennessee.
He and his wife
Lauren have two daughters. Their eldest, Lillian,
is a senior at Berry College and their youngest,
Marilee, is a freshman at
Covenant.
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MINIMUM WAGE
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this was voted down at an
early stage.
The Chattanooga
city council has scheduled
hearings in mid-October
to discuss the possibility
of raising the minimum
wage. However, the current
law prohibiting minimum
wage hikes was introduced
in 2013, and it has already
prevented several Tennessee cities from increasing wages—most notably
Memphis in January 2014.
Regardless, Freeman has met with City
Attorney Wade Hinton to
discuss the matter, and he
plans to continue his effort:
“I’m not deterred,” he told
nooga.com, “I think we
should move forward and
examine this.”
Despite the fact
that a majority of council
members are in support
of Freeman and his efforts to raise, the support
is by no means unanimous in City Council.
Two council members have expressed opposition to Freeman’s proposal, and councilman Chip
Henderson has made it

JEMAR TISBY ON
REPENTANCE
IN THE PCA
by Faith Mydlowski
On Monday Sept. 14, Covenant invited Ligon Duncan III and Jemar Tisby to
address the topic of racial
bias and repentance in
morning chapel and an evening lecture, respectively,
echoing the broader movement in the Presbyterian
denomination towards racial reconciliation.
Tisby’s lecture, titled “Loving ‘Those People:’ Understanding Implicit Bias, Racism, and
the Gospel,” first defined
“implicit bias” as “the attitudes or stereotypes that
affect our understanding,
actions, and decisions in
an unconscious manner.”
He then presented evidence showing its detrimental effects in our current culture, particularly
pertaining to race. He also
discussed the historical
narrative that has been set
within our nation supporting this bias.
Tisby ended the
lecture with an encouraging word on how to reorient our subconscious biases which are splitting the
church and diminishing
God’s beauty in creation.
He said it first
starts with a conscious
confessional acknowledgement of the bias and then
an active repentance involving the initiation of
conversations and motions
to redeem the broken relationships. He specifically
spoke on the subconscious
bias between whites and
blacks, but reminded us
that the conversation is
not to stop there.
The
Presbyterian Church of America
has taken this to heart, it
seems, as the conversa-
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clear that he is not in favor
of it. Henderson believes
that raising the minimum
wage will do more harm
than good, and in the long
run is a poor decision
for the city. It may help
those already employed,
but does nothing to help
the situation of the unemployed, and could even
eliminate many available
jobs as employers become
more efficient in utilizing
their workers, therefore
using fewer people to do
more work.
Councilman Henderson in his objections
to councilman Freeman’s
proposal claims that the
solution to the wage problem is not to simply raise
the amount of money being
paid to workers, but to create an educational initiative encouraging people to
improve their economic situation by acquiring a better and more fulfilling and
rewarding job. This longterm response could be just
what not only Chattanooga
but the entire nation needs
to relieve the situations of
all those struggling to stay
afloat.

tion has not been limited
to Covenant. Ligon Duncan III, CEO of Reformed
Theological
Seminary,
spoke to Covenant’s student body about a resolution he co-authored with
Sean Lucas, a professor
at Reformed Theological
Seminary. The resolution,
titled a “Personal Resolution on Civil Rights Remembrance,” resolved to
start the process of repenting of the Presbyterian
denomination’s unwillingness to “seek justice and to
love mercy during the Civil
Rights era.”
Earlier this month,
Sean Lucas wrote on this
topic in By Faith magazine,
saying, “we have to recognize that our unconfessed,

MEET ISAIAH
BARNFIELD
by Regan Huisman
Isaiah Barnfield, from a
tiny town in Southern Ill.
called West Frankfort, is
the new Resident Director
in Founders. Before coming to Covenant he worked
as an RD at Greenville
College, a Free Methodist liberal arts college, in
Greenville, Ill. He and his
wife Hayley grew up together and are now loving
life at Covenant. Isaiah is
excited to get to know the
residents of Founders and
for the residents to get to
know him as well.
How did you and your
wife Hayley meet?
“We went to highschool
together. Funny thing is
my best friend had a huge
crush on Hayley’s twin
sister in high school. He
hashed up a strategy for
each of us to date the girls.
Hayley and I have worked
out well. My friend was not
so lucky with her sister.”
Are you doing anything
to further your education?
“I am currently in my final
year in the Masters of Art
in Higher Education program at Geneva College. I
want to keep auditing religion courses in coming semesters here at Covenant.”

building. Those are the differences, but they are good
differences.
The biggest difference between Covenant
College and every college
I have attended or worked
at is the genuine institutional fit of the students.
Students here seem to
want to be here and that
makes everything about
my job and students’ educations more exciting.
One thing that
is the same at Covenant
and Greenville is that
I work with a great administrative professional
staff in the student development office. Covenant
loves their students and
it is apparent in the daily
practices here. In order to
transition, I am trying to
figure out the campus culture, buy into that culture,
and gain a footing as part
of the community that already exists.”

How have you transitioned into being an RD
at Covenant after being
an RD at Greenville,
and how is it different/
the same?
“Lots of things are different. Having ladies on the
RA staff is new to me. I
have also never had such
a large RA staff. The hall
culture is also very strong
here in which students
identify by hall more than

What are some of your
hobbies?
“I love to record, write, and
play music. I was a music major in college and I
was in a pop/punk band
throughout high school and
most of college. That led to
fascination with pro audio
gear like microphones, interfaces, amps and speakers. I took every audio editing elective and live sound
course I could take in college and have even worked
as a sound designer for full
orchestral-accompanied
musicals a few times.
Camping,
hammocking, and driving Jeeps
off-road are some of the
outdoor activities I enjoy.
I love to just throw some
gear in the back of the Jeep
and head out to the middle
of nowhere with a group of
friends for fireside chats
and scary stories fueled by
Mt. Dew and S’mores.”

How do you feel about
living in Chattanooga?
What are some things
you miss from living in
the North?
“Chattanooga is great!
I love that there are so
many restaurants. I also
love that there are so many
churches that practice
expository preaching and
teach solid, reformed doctrine. Hayley and I like to
go out to all the parks and How do you like Founders? Is it as ‘weird’ as everyone says?
“Founders is a brick and
mortar maze where Covenant College students live.
It is awesome! I feel like
“They made one cut--I think it was my navel--where
Indiana Jones when I set
they put the camera. And another cut where they
out to explore Founders. I’d
stuck in the tube to suck out my gall bladder.”
say Founders is the most
Dr. Cliﬀ Foreman
unique residence hall of
which I have ever been a
part. I think that ‘weird’ is
ination during the Civil privilege to fight for jus- hard to define though.
If any distinctive
Rights movement.
tice.
feature
of a group of people
Dr. Corbett, Commakes
them weird, then
munity
Development For those who are fighting
sure,
Founders
is weird, at
Professor at Covenant, “white guilt” or are fearful
weighed in on the discus- of their possible guilt-driv- least from the perspective
sion. “Don’t fall into the en or savior-complex mo- of outsiders. But what if evtrap of thinking that since tives, he encourages stu- eryone else is actually weird
we are aware, we are okay. dents to “Just go. ...Don’t and Founders is really norWe need to actually do over analyze your motives; mal? The spectrum of ‘norsomething different. Ana- it’s good to go. Just re- mal’ to ‘weird’ is subjective;
lyze things different,” he member it isn’t about you.” the people defined by those
said. “Take steps of com- Want to join in on this top- words are determined by
passion knowing that they ic? Check out raanetwork. vantage point. Was that a
are not just steps of com- org or take the quiz to weird answer?”
passion, but of justice.”
learn about your implicit
Corbett gave ex- associations at: implicit. Isaiah is excited to be the
amples of places students harvard.edu.
new RD of Founders and
can get involved, such as
Donate to the pre- is eager to get to know the
tutoring or donating to viously mentioned PCA culture and character of
the PCA’s fund for urban MNA ministry training the building. having Stop
ministry training. He find at:http://pcamna.org/ by his office in Founders
says we have all received church-plantingFor tutorthe advantage and bless- ing opportunities, check from 8-10 on weekdays to
ing of a Covenant educa- out New City or Hope for say hey and get to know
tion and we can use this the Inner City’s programs. Isaiah a little bit more!
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unowned past continues
to be a hidden wound that
prevents our church from
moving forward toward
genuine diversity.”
As a denomination,
leaders are beginning to
take responsibility for
the historical narrative
and the sins excused in
the past because of implicit biases. This resolution is being prayed over
throughout the Presbyterian denomination and is
urging local congregations
to address ways they can
commit themselves to reconciliation with African
Americans.
Jim Baird, one of
the founders of the PCA,
also gave a speech in June
wherein he confessed the
passivity of the founders of
the Presbyterian denom-

walk around downtown on
the weekends.
Something I will
miss about Illinois will be
the music scene and the
less formal church settings.
I also miss the contemporary worship music from
the churches up north, but
I’m not sure if that is really
a regional thing or if I just
haven’t explored Chattanooga enough.”

SPORTS

WILL
WORK
FOR FOOD
by Mackenzie Jones
“There are hungry nights
that I go to bed and I’m
starving.”
This is not the
voice of a Covenant student lamenting over the
choices in the Great Hall,
but of Shabazz Napier, a
Division I athlete, in an interview with NBC Sports
online. Napier played basketball for the University
of Connecticut Huskies
until he graduated in the
spring of 2014.
His
statement
brought into question the
NCAA’s care of its athletes by suggesting the
scholarships don’t provide
enough food. Since schools
are profiting from their
athletes, they have found
a way to give back to their
players without directly
paying them, and they are
doing so with food.
Considering Covenant is a Division III
school, will we be affected by this new law? Cove-

JV JUST
BECAUSE
by Luke Harvey
I’m sure many of you have
heard me say it before: “If
I have to come back for
a fifth year, I just want
to try out for the JV soccer team and play goalie.
That would be a blast.”
But what would
be the consequences of
upperclassmen trying to
play a JV sport just to say
they did it? Technically,
it’s allowed. NCAA Division 3 has a ten-semester
rule, meaning that you
have ten semesters of
eligibility, so you could
switch sports as a super
senior and have a year
on the JV (or maybe even
varsity) team. But I think
it’s important to look at
exactly what this sort of
action would do not only
to an individual team but
to the whole Covenant
athletic program.
First, JV teams
are developmental for
many players who wish to
play varsity. Many players in Covenant’s athletic
programs have made the
varsity team in the past
but opted to play JV so
they could develop themselves for future years, or
who played a year on JV
but made the move up the
following year.
Some that immediately come to mind
are Luke Gleason, for
men’s basketball, Joseph
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nant’s associate director
of athletics, Tim Sceggel,
provided the following insight on this development.
Division I men’s
football and basketball
teams produce tremendous revenue for universities; athletes are earning their school’s income.
Unlike Covenant, such
schools do not offer unlimited meals. As a student
or athlete at Covenant,
you can simply walk into
the Great Hall anytime
you wish and eat to your
heart’s content.
Previously,
athletes at Division I schools
were not privileged with
free reign in their cafeterias. They could be given
snacks but not full meals.
Athletes began to
feel entitled to receive sufficient food considering
the demands that sports
put on their body and the
money they earned for
their schools. In April last
year, shortly after Napier’s
announcement, the NCAA
enforced a rule providing
D1 student-athletes with
an unlimited amount of
meals in order to meet
their “nutritional needs”.
However, due to
Title IX, the NCAA cannot offer the male athletes
something without giving
the same amount to the

women. Therefore, if the
men’s football and basketball teams are receiving extra food, an equal
number of women from
the gymnastics, soccer, or
cross country teams must
benefit from this new rule.
The NCAA website
revealed as of Aug. 1, Division II athletes began
profiting from the same
rule, giving them unlimited meals and snacks like
Division I athletes.
Considering Covenant already provides us
with unlimited access to
the Great Hall, this new
rule will not directly affect
us. Besides, DIII schools

do not produce any revenue; in fact, we’re losing
money from our sports.
Our budget is solely dependent upon the Division
I basketball tournament,
March Madness.
The NCAA website
reveals that television and
marketing rights fees, mostly from the tournament,
produce ninety percent of
the budget. The rest of the
money is provided through
ticket sales.
These means comprise a budget total of $800
million. As Division I allots
more money for things like
unlimited meals, Division
III will receive less money.

The only way for DIII to
make up their losses will be
by raising the cost of their
schools to be a part of the
division.
Overall, this new
rule has no immediate effect
upon Covenant athletes’ nutritional plans since they
have been enjoying unlimited meals in Chartwells.
However, the implications
of potentially raising the
cost of school to maintain
DIII athletics may turn out
to be more costly than it is
worth. The question would
then become this: sports
and higher tuition rates, or
no sports and a more affordable education?

Franks and Bryce Bartelt
for men’s soccer. An upperclassmen playing a JV
sport just to say they did
it dulls the competitive
edge, and undermines the
athletic maturation that
can be accomplished in
the JV programs.
Secondly, this affects the athletic budget.
We all know that Covenant is unable to shell out
the gear and clothing that
larger schools have available for their athletes.
This isn’t a priority, but to leech money

WHAT DEFLATEGATE?

from a competitive varsity program so that you
can show your friends a
shirt from that time you
played a college sport
you never played in high
school maybe isn’t the
best call.
To everyone else
playing JV, play on! This is
simply a “stop-and-think”
to those upperclassmen
(such as myself) who have
just wanted to see “if they
could do it.”

suspension to be upheld
is just another botched
punishment that Commissioner Roger Goodell has
on his resume. Most NFL
fans were furious about
the outcome of the trial,

but the fans of the Patriots
were happy to hear that
their Super Bowl MVP
was coming back for opening night.
Brady was expected to be back for week six,
being able to play against
the Indianapolis Colts and
intensifying the rivalry
between the two teams.
The Colts were seeking
revenge, feeling cheated
out of last year’s Deflategate game. Since the ruling granted Brady his four
games, it allowed him to
play in a game he was supposed to be suspended for.
Not only did Brady
play, he was close to being
unstoppable, going 25/32
for 288 yards with four
touchdowns and a win.
Brady’s stats were not
the only thing that made
the headlines; the Steelers had problems working
their headset.
Instead of being
able to communicate with
each other, the coaching
staff picked up the Patriots’ radio broadcast. The
National Football League
(NFL) cleared the Patriots of headset suspicion,
but it seems like the Patriots have a history of making the headlines for the
wrong reason.

Allowing Brady to
play opening night has
made a big impact on the
American Football Conference (AFC). Without
Brady in the lineup, the
Patriots had a possibility
of going 1-3, losing to the
Steelers, Buffalo Bills, and
Dallas Cowboys.
With Brady in the
lineup, the Patriots are
considered to be one of the
best teams in the league.
This has shaken up many
sports analysts’ preseason
prediction of the Patriots
having to climb their way
back to be in the playoff
picture. Like last year, the
Patriots will be one of the
favorites to be back in the
Super Bowl in February.
Brady took the
field again on Sunday,
Sept. 20, dominating the
Buffalo Bills in a historic
performance. In a game
where he was, once again,
supposed to be sidelined,
Brady threw for 466 yards,
the most the Bills have
allowed since their existence, and another three
touchdowns. Instead of
being out of commision
Brady is currently leading
the NFL in passing yards.
Brady will be back in
action Sunday Sept. 27
against the Jacksonville
Jaguars, where Brady will
look to add to his NFL
best totals.

Women’s Soccer at Ferrum
Saturday, September 26 at 2:00 PM

JV Women’s Soccer vs. UTC Club
Friday, October 2 at 7:00 PM

Women’s Soccer at Greensboro
Friday, September 25 at 2:00 PM

Men’s Soccer at Ferrum
Saturday, Septmber 26 at 4:30 PM

Women’s Soccer at LaGrange
Saturday, October 3 at 5:00 PM

Men’s Soccer at Greensboro
Friday, Septmber 25 at 4:00 PM

Women’s Tennis at ITA Regionals
Friday, October 2

Volleyball vs Huntingdon
Saturday, October 3 at 5:00 PM

Volleyball vs. Berry (at Centre)
Saturday, September 26 at 2:00 PM

JV Men’s Soccer vs Bryan
Friday, October 2 at 6:00 PM

Men’s Soccer at LaGrange
Saturday, October 3 at 7:00 PM

by Berto Dryden
Lookout Mountain, GA,
September 16, 2015 -- New
England and its fans can
now breathe; Tom Brady’s
four game suspension was
erased by a federal judge.
On Sept. 3, U.S. District
Judge Richard M. Berman
erased Brady’s suspension, allowing him to play
against the Pittsburgh
Steelers opening night.
Failure for the

TWO
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IN DEFENSE OF POETRY NIGHT:
“A PREPARARTION FOR SILENCE
by Shannon Hunt
“But what if the fine art
of reading poetry isn’t
so fine after all? What if
the predicament about
poems is precisely our
well-intentioned
but
ill-fitting dispositions toward reading them?”
This problem of
disposition posed by
Mark Yakich in The Atlantic article “Reading a
Poem: 20 Strategies,” is
one I’m familiar with. I’ve
found that to be an advocate of poetry is to be a
thorn in my own side.
I am attached to
the perplexing and puzzling nature of artistic
language, but the process
of reading and writing is
neither comfortable nor
kind. The problem, as
Yakich alludes, is that poetry is often mistaken as
something that does to
us, rather than is made
by us.
These
assumptions about poetry stem

THE
WROUNDTABLE
by Molly Hulsey
Experienced raconteurs,
fledgling story-tellers, and
“potential writers” are invited to bring their work
to the student-led literary
group, the Wroundtable,
for casual review and feedback on Saturday nights
at 6:00 p.m. in Brock’s second lobby.
Visitors are encouraged to bring a few copies of their pieces to pass
around for peer-editing and
all genres, from poetry to
screenwriting, are welcome
at the table.
“We have the Thorn
poetry night and we have
the Writing Center. This
falls basically halfway between the two,” said Joseph
Klingman, English major
and Wroundtable founder.
“It’s very informal,
it’s peer-led, and yet, it’s
focused on the improvement of our writing and
the improvement of ourselves as writers.”
Klingman was an
editor of the Kilgore Review, Pensacola State University’s literary and art
magazine, before he transferred to Covenant. Every
so often, the Kilgore staff
would gather together to
exchange their own pieces for an informal editing
session. These meetings
were a major impetus for
what would become the
Wroundtable.
“I really enjoyed it,
and that’s how I got published for the first time,”
Klingman said. “That
experience I wanted to
bring here.”
While he was somewhat inspired by Covenant’s Writing Center, he
says that the weekly workshop is distinguished by a
much more conversational atmosphere. Students

from presupposition and
the idea that we ought
to greet poetry first with
our feelings and never
with our whole intelligence—in any instance,
a grievous offense. Since
I made the commitment
to host Thorn’s poetry
night, I have decided to
address the predicament
yet again.
Mark Yakich goes
on to present the art of
reading and writing poetry like a relentless dance,
or more broadly, like life
itself: “At one time or another, when face-to-face
with a poem, most everyone has been perplexed.
The experience of
reading a poem itself is as
likely to turn us off, intellectually or emotionally, as
it is to move us…Reading a
good poem doesn’t give you
something to talk about.
It silences you. Reading
a great poem pushes further. It prepares you for
the silence that perplexes
us all: death.”

As editor-in-chief
of Thorn, Covenant’s
literary and arts publication, I’m leaning into
the idea of “preparing
for silence.” To phrase it
more accessibly, I hope
for Thorn’s weekly poetry
night and the production
of Thorn to mirror a humbled audience before the
One who first breathed
words into our lungs. Poetry night, ideally, will be
a space to live in awareness of language as both
blessed and burdensome,
fallen and redeemable.
The
assumed
expectation for poetry night is as follows:
You’ll arrive looking a
fair amount of dapper or
nonchalant (depending
on whether you’re toting
Wordsworth or Kerouac).
You will work your hardest to squeeze the sponge
of your brain dry as you
prepare to dip into a pool
of virtue and culture.
When you sit
with your peers, you’ll
be tempted to grab a
book from the table and
exclaim how much you
“love, love, LOVE Wendell Berry!” When it’s

time to share, you’ll rustle through your private
poetry and decide not
to read any, despite the
promise you made to
yourself.
You’ll snap your
fingers after every reading, munch on eight
dozen cookies, and then
leave. Perhaps you’ll feel
esteemed, well-rounded,
and nobly perplexed for
contemplating with such
maturity! Perhaps the
weight of these expectations will crush you, and
you decide to never return. I surely hope not.
My expectation is
that you come to poetry
night with no such desire
for “soul massages” and
epiphany. Those things
rarely happen and if they
occurred more, we would
be tired.
Come and listen.
Sometimes the poem will
sound stupid. Sometimes
the poem will resonate so
deeply with you that you
feel affirmed and connected to people. Sometimes
the poem will drip heavily with sugary nectar at
a time when you’re only
able to taste all things

bitter. A poem may tell
you about a place you’ve
never been at a time you
could never be. A poem
may say something so
simply that we move on
immediately, silenced.
Poetry night is
once a week, every Thursday. There will not be any
bullying into a sense of
enlightenment, but there
will be good company and
snacks. Email Shannon
Hunt if you are interested
in joining. As far as the vision for Thorn: we on the
Thorn panel are aiming
to curate a wide-range of
submissions varying in
skill and style this year.
Thorn is dedicated
to showcasing the process of writing. While we
are highly committed to
a polished publication,
we are also committed to
working with you on your
poetry. Workshops and
editing sessions will be
available and are encouraged. Submissions will be
open from the end of October through February
2016.

share their work to improve
their craft, not their grades.
Academic papers
will not be accepted for
review unless the writer
is expanding upon the
assignment at his or her
own leisure.
Klingman says that
he chose the title “Wroundtable” to refer to the axiom
“there is no head of the table.” He builds upon the
allusion by promoting an
environment in which “the
pen fares better than the
sword,” and, in the words of
Proverbs 27:17, “iron sharpens iron.”
“Trust and respect are the two pillars
this group is built on,”
says Klingman.
New members are
expected to have “a willingness to trust other people
and a willingness to respect
other people and their opinions on your piece.”
Reviewers
must
learn to appreciate the myriad perspectives expressed
through a work regardless
of the author’s experience
or the mechanics of the medium. “We operate on a level playing field in that each
of us enjoys writing and
wants to pursue it as an art
and skill,” he says.
First-time
visitor Peter Codington said
he was attracted to the
Wroundtable not only be-

cause of the opportunity
provided to hone his writing skills, but the group’s
egalitarian nature.
“I love the idea of
meeting and discussing
better writing techniques. I
hope to gain insight as well
as to share insight, if I can,”
he says.
As for the future of
the Wroundtable, Klingman hopes that the group
will grow in number, but
“doesn’t like the idea of
it becoming an official
club instead of an underground thing.
It’s more approachable if it is advertised as a
solely student led group.
If it’s a club, you feel obligated. If it’s just a group of
people hanging out, that
obligation disappears.”
Accessibility
certainly seems to be an attractive hallmark of the
group, and a value that
Klingman wants the group
to maintain no matter how
large the group becomes.
“I want to invite
those who may not see
themselves as innate writers,” he says.
“Everyone writes
or everyone wants to write,
and when operating on that
assumption, the group is
open to more than those
who do write and far more
than those who consider
themselves as writers.”

NEW ART
BUILDING
OPENS

sor Jeffrey Morton, chair
of the art department,
emphasized the role of
the art department in
working with college administrators and campus
architects to plan the
new building. He said
that throughout the process, the administration
and architects “looked to
the art department for input” and that the department’s contributions substantially “helped shape
the building spaces and
its look.”
The aesthetic of
the building was important to the design process.
Two priorities for the
design team, according
to Morton, were to make
the building welcoming
and to reflect the feel of
the previous Art Barn.
The new building features a variety of
textures and contrasts,
including dark wood siding reminiscent of the
Art Barn’s wooden sides,
white walls, concrete wall
applications, stone, and
Corten steel, a unique
metal which develops a
rust-like patina as it is
exposed to weather. The
interior walls feature
many of the old windows
from the original building, while large expanses
of windows in the exterior walls give the space an
open, airy feel and fill the
studio areas with light.
The new building is roughly twice
the square footage of
the Art Barn, accommodating the art department’s growth. The
main entrance leads to
a common area where
student work will be
exhibited. The building
holds two large studio

by Emmy Schollenberger
Last week, classes were
held for the first time in
the newly completed art
building, which was the
result of sixteen months
of designing, demolition,
and construction. In late
spring of 2014, art students were dismayed to
learn that the Art Barn,
which had originally
been a stable for the
Lookout Mountain Hotel, was closing.
That disconcerting
piece of news launched
the process that has culminated in the opening of
the new building. Over the
last year and a quarter,
the old, wood-sided barn
has disappeared, giving
way to bare dirt, ponderous machines, and finally,
a brand new building.
The process of designing the new building
was collaborative. Profes-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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POST-ROCK
GROWS UP
by Matt Reiter
Bring Me the Horizon released their fifth album,
That’s the Spirit on Sept.
11, 2015. This album marks
a departure from the primarily negative influence
of the post-hardcore and
metalcore scenes and is, in
the band’s eyes, the beginning of a new chapter for
all of them.
Oliver “Oli” Sykes,
the lead singer of the
band, recently underwent
treatment for an addiction
to the pre-anesthetic drug
Ketamine and credits his
newfound sobriety as a
huge factor in the new direction of their music.
“I didn’t want to
scream anymore. I wanted
to sing it from the rooftops,” Sykes said after finishing rehab.
Bring Me the Horizon
has long been a bastion of
angry music. Their previous records contained lyrics that decried organized
religion and social injustices, and the band seemed
to have reached its fullest
potential as a metalcore
band. Their song, “Shadow Moses,” on their fourth
album, Sempiternal, was
a furious anthem of hopelessness, with lyrics like,
“Can you tell from the look
in our eyes? We’re going
nowhere,” and “We live
our lives like we’re ready
to die.”
Their new lyrics
are markedly different.
“Throne” is a song that
explores themes of loneli-

ness and frustration but
still cries out determinedly that you will not be defeated.
“Every wound will
shape me… don’t even try
to cry me a river/ ‘cause
I forgive you, you are the
reason I still fight,” the lyrics say.
The demographic that
bands of similar strain cater to have begun to move
away from pure angst rock
and are looking for more
encouraging messages—
stories that can be used to
lift up the individual rather than allow them to stew
in their own frustration
like so much of the hardcore music from the past
ten years.
Another example
of this new movement is
post-hardcore giant Of
Mice & Men, whose lyrics
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have moved away from
anger and depression to
the theme of “You’re not
alone,” which was the title
of the first single on their
latest album. The band began their careers screaming about divorces, betrayal, and abandonment, but
now focus on bringing an
encouraging and uplifting
message to their fans.
Many who champion this
music scene seem to recognize that, while there
is a place for expressing
anger, it’s not great to encourage adolescents to be
angry people.
In a music world
that is increasingly populated by pop stars and
country singers that laud
casual relationships, alcoholism, and false, relativistic identities, it is
refreshing to see and hear
musicians that are not
afraid to talk about the awful things in life but at the
same time refuse to resign
themselves to hopelessness.
The majority of the
people who listen to this
music are young, impressionable teenagers who
drink in media like addicts.
The hardcore music scene
is fast moving away from
stereotypes of self-harm,
anger, and depression and
quickly becoming something much greater—a
corner of the music world
where one can go and feel
at home, encouraged, and
ultimately, not alone.
The fans are changing with the artists; the
simple fact of the matter is
that punk and metalcore
junkies are getting older.
The 15- and 16-year-olds
of the early 2000s are now
20-somethings finishing
up college or entering the

job market and have realized that they need encouragement to move forward more than they need
an echo of their laments.
A new revolution
of mainstream metalcore
is right around the corner. Bands in the hardcore
scene have always tried to
do something greater and
tell stories that the fans
can scream right back
with all their might, but
now their mission is not to
incite but to empower.
The music industry needs more musicians
willing to bare all and
show their scars instead
of projecting a veneer of
glamour. The music industry needs more people
willing to scream until
their hearts burst if only
it means that one person
hears them and is helped.

ARTS BUILDING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

areas, one for two-dimensional work and one
for
three-dimensional
work. New features of
the studio areas include
an attached kiln for firing ceramics and lighting configured for figure
drawing classes. There
are also faculty offices,
work spaces for senior
art students making
their SIPs, a small patio
area, and a faculty studio space.

“APART”
by Andrea Beachley
Visual Art rarely solves any
problems. I rarely leave art
galleries feeling that all of
my questions are resolved.
Rather, patiently observing skilled artwork often
leaves viewers unsettled,
curious, and provoked. Art
is not meant to tie up all of
our existential questions
in a neat little bow. Art unties the knots and leaves
strings of thought strewn
across our lives.
“apart,” the new
exhibition in the Kresge
Memorial Library’s gallery, holds a series of
drawings, paintings, and
photographs that subtly
provoke. The exhibit does
not depend on shock value,
yet the viewers may find
themselves surprised by
how easily they connect to
these delicate and meaningful images.
The size and content, while small and simple in form, hint at universal questions of human
connection and existential
purpose.
Amy Johnson and
Christina Vogel, the artists
of “apart,” explore the classical mystery of relational
space between persons,
recognizing that our culture deals with this issue
in a completely new and
original way. Information
is becoming increasingly
accessible to us, yet we
use most of our internet
time on social media. With
social media, we are so
closely connected to other

While the building
facilitates the art department’s work and studies,
Professor Morton noted that it is the college’s
building and expressed
a “hope that it will be
used in the social life of
our campus.” The new
building will be named
on October 10, when the
art department, Board of
Trustees, and other faculty and administration
will gather to dedicate it.
Ultimately,
the
transformation of the site
from equestrian stable to

a new facility speaks to
more than the college’s
need to provide a space
for art classes.
The site’s reshaping speaks to the importance of place and our
ability to shape the spaces around us. As Professor Morton said about the
new building, “we hope
that our community can
affirm the place-making
role that God has called
us to as faculty, students,
and staff.”

people, providing the opportunity to be more relational and interactive, but
issues of depression, suicide, and the like continue
to infiltrate our society.
Are we really filling
our lives with better and
more important things,
or, like most of the pieces
in the exhibition, are we
surrounded by emptiness?
Through our attempts to
be more productive, more
advanced, and more connected, are we filling a void,
or are we making it bigger?
Emptiness can be
meaningful. A lack of content can create a great impact. It may take patience
for the average person to
look at a small picture and
wait for the questions and
issues to arise. But they
are apparent in “apart.”
We hear a lot about
the loneliness and dehumanization that is created
technology, but rarely do
we see such a simplistic
yet compelling representation of what that looks like.
We encourage human connection—as a community,
as the body of Christ, as
human beings—but there
is a very accessible understanding of the separateness and solitude presented in “apart.”
Being
human
means that you can relate to
other humans and their experience, but it also means
that you understand what it
means to be disconnected.
Vogel and Johnson’s collaboration is
both professionally executed and approachably
thoughtful.
Johnson’s
photos appear ordinary,

snapshots from a day at
the beach, but there is a
consciousness behind the
images that goes beyond
physical reality. Vogel’s
drawings are immediately
relatable, yet the processing of each face or body
takes time. The concepts
are simple, but the meaning runs deep. “apart” is
a gentle yet strong representation of human
connection and relation.
As we often find, when
we think we have another person or relationship “figured out,” we are
struck yet again with the
mystery and complexity
of humankind.
Similarly, I encourage a humility when approaching this exhibition.
Every piece has a unique
personality and plays an
important role in the exhibition as a whole. “apart”
will be in the gallery of
Kresge Memorial Library
until Oct. 10.

THE VERDICT
Yes to
@covenantdesign.
No:

OPINIONS

ORDINARY
GRACE IN
TRIAD
by Teresa Harwood
This summer consisted of
37 workers, 7 supervisors,
1 Amy Buck, and 1 Joseph
Duncan. It was so ordinary
and so real.
You may judge,
but I learned more over
this summer than I did
doing
“extraordinary”
things. I did not work at
a camp. I did not go to a
different country. I did
not even go home.
I stayed here, and
I cleaned toilets. It was
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not glamorous. Toilets
and urinals exploded. But
it.was.great.
You know what I
learned: our hearts were
overflowing with something a lot worse than the
contents of a toilet.
Our hearts overflowed with sin; sin so
overwhelmingly
potent
and deadly that it nailed
our Savior to the cross.
Do you know the power of
Triad? Well, if you don’t,
here’s an update for you:
Triad covers every surface
Covenant College calls its
own, from President Halvorson’s desk to the toilets
I cleaned every morning in
Ashe gym.
Why? Because Triad kills germs and powerfully cleans things. But you
know what, Triad cannot
clean our hearts, no matter how hard we may try.

You know the one thing
that can clean our hearts?
Big Orange Clean, maybe?
No, not Big Orange Clean,
and not Exit either, and
not even Fresh N’ Brite.
No, none of those
will work, no matter how
clean they make the toilet, and no matter how
well they can wipe away
scuff marks.
The only thing that
can wash us clean is the
blood of Christ, the Lamb
who was slain. And you
know what? He broke his
body, and used it as a rag,
covered in his blood and
wiped us clean. Just one
drop makes us whole.
So this is my encouragement to Facilities workers: thank you for your ordinary work. Even when your
hair gets in the way and you
get frustrated, you are living out the gospel.

God calls us to live
for him. This is wherever
we are. And it is so ordinary,
even though it is so extraordinary. God has called us to
live out his gospel, and what
a gospel! What a Savior!
I am thankful for a
God who says that whatever we do is important. Our
God knows us all by name,
and he knows our jobs by
name too. He is bigger
than us.
I want to close with
one last image: Christ
on his knees. A rag in his
hands, water in a bucket.
Washing the dirty, nasty
feet of the disciples. Who
would do such a job? Our
Savior. It was not too lowly
for him, and it was not unimportant either.
You may have huge
plans for your future. I have
huge ones for mine. But remember: each little thing is

NONCOMMITAL
GREETINGS FROM AN
‘OH SO INTENTIONAL’
SUBCULTURE

it is interesting how unproductive our greetings are.
When we pass one another
and ask how someone “is,”
what are we really asking
them? Do we really want to
know how they are, or do
we just want to say hello?
Yes, I understand
that it is just a cultural
norm to have that tag at
the end of a greeting; however, it makes it seem as if
we don’t really care how
that person is doing when
we start to walk away after
you ask them how their day
is. Just a thought. And, If I
were to ask around, I would
hope that not many people
would say that they did
not actually care how their
neighbor is doing.
This casual greeting is actually fine, but
can get old after a while. I
didn’t notice it until I actually started not being “fine”
or “good” or “rested but
stressed.” I walk past people and they just say “hey
how are you” without actually hearing past “good,
how are you?”
I don’t want to read
into everyone’s intentions
because maybe people on
this campus are just dandy
and curious. But I would
have to imagine that with
people this close to one
another, we should be able
to get past this sentiment.
If you are not comfortable
enough with someone to
not just lie and say “good”
every time you pass them,
could that possibly be
solved by breaking the ice
just one time?
Now, don’t stop saying it. It’s great, really; better than just “sup man,” a
nod, or ignoring each other.

by Regan Huisman

AIN’T NO SHAME IN READING
SOMETHING “LAME”
by Stephen Bankson
This past summer, I took a
job working with the facilities summer team here at
Covenant. It was my first
summer away from home,
which came with a lot of
changes in my summer
schedule.
When I wasn’t on
the job, cleaning various
messes left behind by
loud, hormone-filled middle-school aged campers,
I had a good bit of free
time to myself. Not wanting to spend my summer
only binge watching all of
Scrubs or The Office on
Netflix, I decided that I
would spend some time
reading books as well.
I don’t remember
exactly how I made this decision, but I decided that I
would read the Maze Runner series. I had watched
the movie before and really
enjoyed it, and I wanted to
see where the story would
go from there. So I bought
the books, read them, and
got hooked on this youngadult, dystopian, post-apocalyptic series.
Now be honest, when
I said “the Maze Runner se-

ries” or “young-adult,” you
may have rolled your eyes
internally at me or thought
less of my taste in literature.
Yes it’s true, generally when
a series is labeled as “youngadult,” its target audience is
really high school aged readers who have no desire to
critically analyze a work for
its literary merit, or to find
meaning deeper than the
words on the page.
The writing style
in these types of books is
nothing special, and rarely
do these authors use symbolism, foreshadowing, or
any other literary devices
that we’ve all studied in our
literature classes. Surely a
student at a liberal arts college such as myself would
not stoop to read such a series as that!
But I did, and actually had a lot of fun reading
the series as well! However, I did feel some degree
of shame for enjoying this
series. I felt I needed to explain to others that I knew
this series “wasn’t real literature” and how I was
just “reading them because
they’re fun.” Now it’s true, I
don’t think anybody would
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

If you are new to the Bagpipe or to Covenant, I
give you full and honest
permission to write me
off as just someone who is
way too cynical. And really, you can, because I can
find a problem with lots of
things that are known to
be culturally acceptable.
This could very well just
be a pet peeve of mine, but
the way we greet each other in public today is sloppy
and noncommittal.
Within our part of
the sphere of Christian culture, we talk a lot about who
we are and how we should
live amongst one another.
We build strong communities in our halls, classes,
buildings, and Great Hall
tables. But the way we pass
each other around campus
feels contradictory to that.
We are all too aware of the
ever-present
buzzwords
“community” and “being intentional,” but if we are going to do it, let’s do it right.
We have all experienced the noncommittal
blurt of “hey, how are you”
several times in our day,
and have probably given
it twofold. I’m picky, and
most people probably are
content with this kind of
greeting from their friends
and acquaintances, but I
suggest we take a closer
look at it. Because of how
much we talk about being
“intentional” at Covenant,

important. The ordinary is
important, too.
W e
are called to run this race
with perseverance, to make
food for the hungry, and to
bring water to the thirsty.
And like Christ we are called
to clean. He has called us to
do such ordinary yet such
real, tangible things.
Never forget this.
Wherever you are. Whatever your job. It is real, and it
is good. And the people who
you work with and for are
people Christ has made in
his image, people with purpose. And even if you don’t
ever work in Facilities,
please appreciate the people who do.
They clean up after you, and they are awesome people, too, people
who might would love to
talk to you.
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But if we are going to ask
how someone “is,” let’s actually stop and listen. One
thing my roommate challenged me with earlier this
year was to get to know people past their comfort zone.
One way of doing
that could be to not just casually ask people how they
are, but to ask more specific questions about themselves. This prevents lazy
friendships and makes you
remember identifying facts
that are relevant to them
specifically.
So be intentional,
or don’t. But remember
what asking someone how
they are actually means,
and, if you do it, do it to
know them better, not
just to say hello. Cut the
sloppy, unmeaningful gestures, and embrace your
last few years at this crazy
cool mountain home.

OPINIONS

VIRTUE IN
LEADERSHIP
by Michael Donaghue
I have always taken pleasure in debates and good
discussion. For the rational mind, sharing different ideas and viewpoints
with others, especially
those directly opposing
your own, is often incredibly beneficial to personal
growth.
Even if an exchange did nothing to
sway someone towards
a different view, which it
certainly shouldn’t have
to, wisdom is still found in
your ability to understand
where others are coming
from logically. Whether their conclusions are
incredibly insightful or
tragically shortsighted,
at the very least you witnessed and shared in their
thought process.
And it is this aforementioned sharing of thought
that broke my heart while
witnessing last week’s Republican primary debate.
I watched, thoroughly invested alongside several
hallmates, as too many of
the contenders for the office of POTUS tore at each
other with insults and
reasoning that I thought
should have been left on
the playground.
I was reminded of
why I personally struggle with politics as I immediately grew weary of
these power-hungry actors clambering for their
perceived seat of power.
I wondered why it was
them that had to occupy
this stage, rather than the
many gifted and thoughtful men and women not
participating.
It was distressing,
nearly as much as I had
imagined it would be.
The self-inflicted pain of
watching renowned and
honored leaders aimlessly
batter each other whilst
avoiding the very questions they were there to
answer is no new struggle.
It so deeply saddens me to think that
a part of our wonderful
blessing of being able to
elect our own leaders is
having to sift through
such self-absorbed con
artists. And far worse
than even that is the
gut-wrenching knowledge
that individuals with such
a want for a hero will give
credence to these grand
pretenders.
I follow politics
that I may examine the
possibilities of a bright
decision on behalf of our
future; and yet, despite
my search for the greatest
opportunity, I cannot but
feel quite drained after
hearing the feeble words
of our contenders.
However, this was
not the entirety of the situation during the debate.
There were several calm-
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ing minds heard amidst
the unfocused storm of
possible election, one
in particular which will
make voting in the primary election for myself
quite easy.
This is the rational one who I had been
looking for, the representation of a fundamental desire for the truth.
When placed between so
many sweating brows eagerly anticipating their
ascension towards recognition, it makes any
carefully grounded and
stated thoughts effortless
to observe. I would speak
of who this person is in
particular, but I’d better
continue writing this article. After all, it’s not brain
surgery.
Post-debate gave
me a relief from the
stress, and offered clarity towards my recent
convictions. Everyone’s
true character had been
visible, bright blonde
toupées as a whole shown
to be far more solid than
their owners.
As I strove deeper
into reflection upon the
debate, I remembered
a conversation I had recently with a very dear
friend of mine, where we
found ourselves disagreeing upon the nature of an
ideal leader. In relation to
my discussed candidate, I
discovered that my identification of logically thinking individuals is heavily
dependent on their consequential actions being
held up as ideal themselves.
As a person’s mindset is frequently declared
through their lifestyle
and resulting treatment
of others, this prompted
me to take time to consider what virtues the
lifestyle of an ideal leader
would demonstrate.
What makes the quest
to understand perfect
leadership so dire is, in
truth, the place of a leader within society. They
often serve as guides and
role models of both youth
and the grown individual
on a smaller level, and on
an even greater note, may
either indirectly impact
or directly assist in the
direction of global relations and socioeconomic
systems.
You may deduce
that if the mind of a leader
takes part in the molding
of those they influence,
then whatever virtues in
turn mold the mind of a
leader effectively shape
the population.
Thus, this is a magnificently hefty topic, and
upon personal scrutiny, I
realize that it is, for myself, too much for one article to cover.
Following my considerations, I plan to focus primarily on the introduction of these virtues,
and my reasoning behind
their necessity for healthy
leadership.

AIN’T NO SHAME
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

honestly say that the Maze
Runner series (or whatever
other young-adult fiction
series you can think of) is a
better literary achievement
than say, Shelley’s Frankenstein or Steinbeck’s Of Mice
and Men, but I don’t think
that means we should write
off the young-adult series
completely.
The Maze Runner
series, for example, has a
very creative and original
story that really pulls the
reader in (I only mention
the Maze Runner so much

RESPONSE TO
THE THRILL OF AN
UNDOCUMENTED
MEMORY
by Elena Forman
Anne Fuller stated, in
her article “The Thrill
of an Undocumented
Memory,” that it is easy
to become so involved in
taking pictures to experience (fill in the blank)
entirely through a camera lens and miss the actual.
I too, dislike the
feeling of having to live
something for the camera, the future, my friends
and family—not myself.
Still, in the everyday Covenant College experience,
I’d like to encourage you
to take as many pictures
as possible.
My dad knew a
man whose house burned
down. When asked what
he missed most, he reported that he regretted
his pictures most. Have
you ever thought how
much you remember because of a photo? When
pictures of friends and

family disappear, it can be
so sad. The party, recital,
or dinner may not have
seemed considerable at
the time, but well-photographed, it becomes
a touchpoint. You recall
the jokes told, the friends
you saw, and the pleasant

because it is this series that
got me thinking about all of
this). Was I blown away by
the style of narration or literary sophistication of the
series? No. But it was a series that was very enjoyable,
and I do not regret having
read it in the least bit.
I love works of fiction. Some of my favorites
are Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina, Orczy’s The Scarlet Pimpernel, and Orwell’s 1984,
just to name a few. But at
the same time, I really like
works such as The Hunger
Games, Unwind, and, of
course, The Maze Runner.
I think it is great to read
works recognized for their

literary achievement, but
there should be no shame in
kicking back with the newest young-adult fiction series
about, say, a young werewolf
living in post-apocalyptic
Sweden where he must fight
to the death on TV to end up
with the female love interest
of the story.
Read books, but
don’t confine yourself only
to a certain brand of novel. Read books that sound
interesting and fun to you,
whether that may be Divergent or The Great Gatsby.
Read what you want, and
don’t let others decide
what books you can and
cannot enjoy.

atmosphere. A picture is
worth a thousand words!
Just one can represent so
much in life.
With that in mind,
we only have four years
at Covenant. I have made
many solid friends here,
and when they or I graduate, I will likely never see
them again. I would really
hate to have no photos of
campus as I knew it. No
photos of special events.
No photos of hallmates.
No photos of friends. No
photos of my rooms.
I honestly try to
take as many photos as I
can—and of as many people as possible. Maybe
Anne would say I live life
through a camera lens.
Well, I try not to, but photos are important. I don’t
want to forget the good
times. Besides, I sometimes remember an event
all the better for the effort it took to capture, regardless of the resulting
picture. Photographing
can become a beautiful
memory for its own sake.
I do not advise
taking these photos for
Instagram,
Facebook,
or whatever other social
media site you like. My

not for the world. They
record pleasant things
without testifying to everyone else about what
my life is.)
Be tactful though.
Take pictures of people
only when they don’t
mind. I took a video
freshman year of my hall
hanging out and telling
a friend, who was concerned by it and told
someone else, who also
worried about it.
The audio was
poor, visuals were worse,
I barely knew where the
video was, and I didn’t
(and still don’t) have or
plan to get “a Facebook.”
However, to make my
hall comfortable, I had
to delete the video. Taking surprise night photos with flash didn’t go
over so well either. So let
your friends pose, if they
must, but take every
photo you may!
My goal is to have
so many that I will still
have photos of everything if my house ever
burned. I would encourage you all to do so, too.
Anne has a point:
When you live through a
camera lens to make ev-

friends don’t tend to like
having their pictures taken for fear of being posted online in an unartistic
moment. But it’s the unposed photos that I want!
Those hold the best memories for me. (Note that
these photos are for me,

eryone realize how cool
your life is, you do not
have fun. I also have a
point: Photos are an important way of capturing
memories you would be
sorry to lose. I’ll let you
balance the two perspectives for yourself.

