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CARTER
CONSTRUCTION

BUDGET CUTS

by Zach Jones

Students returning to Lookout Mountain for a new
year at Covenant College
may notice a few changes
around campus—most obviously the scaffolding surrounding Carter Tower and
the formerly quiet campus
interrupted by the sounds of
renovation.
A
more
subtle
change is the slightly smaller student body. Lower
enrollment numbers, including a smaller freshman
class, means that Covenant
has around fifty fewer students than last year. Rumors
about declining enrollment,
budget cuts, and loss of staff
positions have caused students to wonder what other
changes are in store for the
Covenant community in the
2015-2016 school year.
Dan Wykoff, vice
president offor finance and
operations and CFO at Covenant, is able to explain the
circumstances. First of all,
the changes are positive
signs that the college is continuing to honor God by
stewarding well the resources He has given and caringe
for the students enrolled at
the college.
“We do not believe
the students will be negatively affected by these adjustments,” Wykoff said.
“On the contrary, we believe these adjustments will
prove to be positive this
year and very helpful in the
long run.…” A dip in enrollment is not insignificant.

Covenant College’s $19.4
million, 27-month renovation
project on iconic Carter Hall
is underway, and it’s nothing
short of massive.
Restoration to Covenant College’s flagship
building and residence hall,
which is projected to take
two years, began this May.
Approximately 45 construction workers contracted
through Brasfield & Gorrie
General Contractors worked
throughout the summer on
the north end of Carter Hall.
The project will,
among other smaller renovations, give Carter a new
80-year roof. Every one
of the building’s 275 outside-facing windows will also
be replaced. Most importantly, Carter’s 8-inch-thick
skin, added in 1980, will be
stripped away and the authentic 1928 stucco skin will
be patched and sealed with a
watertight coating.
According to Covenant CFO Dan Wykoff, restoring the building’s original skin will significantly
improve its appearance and
offer visitors arriving at Carter Circle an impressive first
impression of the college.
Most noticeable will be a
return to the original castle-like appearance of Carter
tower, which was covered up
during the 1980 renovations.
“When students return in January, it’s going to
be a jaw-dropping moment,”
says Wykoff. “They’re going
to drive up the hill and say
‘oh my word.’”
David Northcutt, Covenant College’s campus architect, says planning for the
project began in 2007. North-
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cutt and his team used access
panels in order to see behind
the old skin on the building,
and in 2012 built mockups on
the back of Carter.
The massive project is
divided into four phases. Each
phase is projected to take approximately six months, with
construction scheduled to finish on August 17, 2017. Phase
1 consists of Carter Tower
and everything north of it.
Phases 2 and 3 will renovate
the north central and south
central portions of the building, respectively. Phase 4 will
conclude the project with the
south end.
Construction began
with Phase I this May. The
Center for Student Success,
the Priesthill Center, and
several administrative offices including Student Development and Records were
displaced to other locations
on campus. Residence halls
Ghetto and Third North were
relocated to Covenant-owned
off-campus housing. Phase 2,
which is scheduled to begin
in January, as well as Phase 3,
will displace Carter’s central
residence halls: Second Central, Third Central, Fourth
North, and Borderlands.
Phase 4 will begin sometime

during the summer of 2016
and will displace Second
South, Third South, Fourth
South, and Fifth South.
According to Northcutt, keeping traffic and
people out of the “laydown
area”—the fenced construction area—is a measure
meant to keep students safe.
“Making sure people stay safe
when an occupied building
and construction zone are
operating in conjunction can
be a logistical challenge,” says
Northcutt. “I think that our
construction crew is making
the best of it and doing a phenomenal job.”
While David Northcutt oversees day-to-day
operations, Covenant CFO
Dan Wykoff manages the
financial side of the Carter
construction. Wykoff himself
worked in the north end of
Carter Hall and has been displaced by the construction.
The total cost of the
project is $19.4 million. A
large majority of the budget
covers replacing the roof and
windows and restoring the
building’s original 1928 skin.
Another several hundred
thousand dollars went to relocation expenses, including the
refurbishment of the guest

cottages. The budget hasn’t
changed since construction
kicked off in May.
In an effort to reflect the way Carter looked
as the Lookout Mountain
Hotel, approximately 200 of
its 275 windows, mainly in
resident rooms and offices,
will be replaced with double
windows and the other 75
will be replaced with single
windows of various sizes
and configurations. The
roofing contractor will even
be using tiles from the same
manufacturer that made
the tiles for the 1928 roof.
Wykoff says that
Covenant made longevity of
the building a priority. “We
had to decide if we wanted
to replace everything on the
cheap,” said the CFO. “But
we decided to invest in an 80
year roof and windows that
will last dozens of years.”
Aside from the main
three
renovations—roof,
skin, and windows—several
smaller improvements will
be made to the building. The
Resident Director’s apartment will be completely renovated and enlarged. New fire
sprinklers will be installed
throughout the building. Sev-

ence. When we’re listening
to the teaching of the Word,
that’s going to be a unique
experience. When we are
hearing a lecture that stimulates our minds and hearts,
I think that is worshipful.
When we are encountering
those things together, it
impacts and changes us in
a way that cannot simply
happen alone,” said Lowe.
Lowe also explained
that meeting three times a

week with a physical congregation allows him to
have a better, more personal understanding of his listeners. This in turn, helps
him tailor his ministry to
the needs, demands, and
character of the Covenant
flock.
“When I get up
and speak on a Friday, I
am preaching to a group of
people that are physically
present and a group of peo-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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CHAPEL SUMMARIES CHANGED
by Molly Hulsey
Beginning this semester,
the chapel summary word
count has been increased
from the customary 250 to
500 for students with more
than 15 absences and 1000
for those with more than
20 absences. These changes, along with Overflow’s
shift from Sanderson 215
to Room 22 in the Chapel
building, were instigated
by the Chapel Department
to ensure that the student
congregation is present
spiritually, mentally and
physically at these worship
sessions.
Some students view
these changes as the unwelcome enforcement of chapel
attendance, but Chaplain
Lowe has expressed that
during an era of “piped-in
preaching” and skype sanctuaries, face-to-face wor-

ship is an essential means
of fleshing out the body of
Christ.
“Communal
worship is something completely other. I think God
transforms and ministers
to us differently, and we encounter him in a way communally that is impossible
to do alone,” said Lowe.
“Things happen when we
worship together that rarely happen in other contexts
and settings. If you look at
the Trinity and the way that
God interrelates—and we
are created in his image—
we are communal beings.”
He says that chapel
is not intended to replace
either church or individual devotion, but provide a
place to gather the campus’
spiritual life in one place
every week. “When we are
singing together, that’s going to be a unique experi-

ple that, individually, I may
not know very well, but as a
community, I know. I know
the context. I know what
has happened in the course
of that week in the community at large. I might know
very specific circumstances
in individuals’ lives. I have
relationships with the people that are there,” he said,
“and when I preach God’s
word in that context, someCONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
87% of Covenant’s revenue
comes from students paying
tuition, room and board, so
a decrease in enrollment—
like this year’s difference
of around fifty students—
means a difference of between 1 and 1.5 million dollars from last year.
To address that difference, the vice presidents of
the college chose to preserve
financial stability by making budget cuts. Wykoff explained that the two “buckets” of expenses at Covenant
are labor—, wages and benefits for the college’s approximately 250 employees—,
and non-labor—, which encompasses including food
utilities, travel, facilities,
maintenance, and more.
Labor takes up 60%
of the budget, leaving 40%
for non-labor expenses. In
order to compensate for the
difference in student enrollment, the college adjusted
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budgets in both expense
buckets in order to make
better use of resources. That
reallocation included eliminating eight staff positions,
(five of which were unfilled).
While the budget
cuts have required small
changes, there have also
been numerous positive
changes for the Covenant
campus and community. In
addition to While adding to
the faculty Professor Chris
Robinson in the sociology
department, the college has
also been able to add a Director of Alumni Relations,
a Director of Church Relations, two new Admissions
Counselors, a full-time
gGolf coach, and continues
an active search for another
economics professor.
In terms of physical
changes, while the Carter
renovations are an obvious
ongoing project, the college
has also worked to improve
student parking and the
Priesthill Center facilities.
Most exciting for art students

is the soon-to-be-completed
new art facility that will replace campus’ beloved “art
barn” next to Jackson Hall.
Additionally, next fall will be
the inaugural season of Covenant Men’s and Women’s
teams in Track and Field.
The concerned student should note that though
hearing news of budget cuts
and decreased enrollment
may be alarming, these are
normal fluctuations that occur from year to year. Dan
Wykoff pointed out reiterated the fact that “every college
has a daily task of balancing
economic realities with strategic priorities.”
The college’s decisions to make budget adjustments are always done carefully with the good of the
whole college in mind—and
they will continue doing,
what Wykoff says is “doing
our best to excellently steward the finite resources God
gives us in order to excellently serve the students He
brings into our community.”

MEET TORI
TRAPANICK

CHAPEL SUMMARIES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

thing is happening that
those who are not in the
context simply cannot in
any way comprehend, understand or participate in.”
After reviewing the
number of students who
were regularly absent from
chapel last semester, Lowe
concluded that lengthier
summaries would discourage students from skipping
worship services throughout the semester.
“If what’s happening in chapel is actually
what we believe and say is
happening, if we’re actually worshipping together
and encountering Jesus
together as a community,
and a student says they
don’t want to be a part of
it, that’s really heartbreaking,” said Lowe.
Midsummer, he began to bat the idea around
with students, chapel staff,
and the Board of Directors,
and finally reached a consensus on the current 250500-1000 plan.
This trumped the
potential plan for a universal 1000 word count,
as Lowe wanted the word
count to be “not a punishment as much as a hopeful, thought provoking
number that will allow students to rethink what they
really want to do.” Ten
absences without ramification or summaries will be
allowed each semester.
“I’ve become convinced that mandatory
chapel is a good thing,” he
said, particularly after numerous alumni expressed
their belated thanks for
Covenant’s chapel policy in
the years after graduation.
“I see the idea of
mandatory chapel less
as an obligation enforced
by rule, and more of an
opportunity to allow students to do something
they might not do on their
own, something that will
ultimately be a blessing.
They might appreciate it
now and maybe even more
so later,” said Lowe.
Senior
Hannah
Robinson is one who already appreciates Covenant’s weekly worship
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services, and finds that
sermons are most meaningful when not regurgitated on an audio clip.
“When I am not there, I
miss worshipping with
the community. It’s a
valuable thing and an encouragement.” She said
the new word count “keeps
people from waiting until
the end of the semester to
write 30 summaries. I also
like the way Chaplain Lowe
explained how and why he
was making these changes.”
Sophomore John
Granholm also admitted
that physically present
congregation “encourages
an awesome community.
You can plan your schedule
so that you’re able to make
it to chapel.”
“I think it’s appropriate,” said senior Bri
Delisfort concerning the
new word count.
However, not everyone
on campus is quite so
thoroughly
enamored
with the idea.
While junior Austen
Crim doesn’t see the appeal
of writing summaries instead of going to chapel, he
says that when the school
uses “writing as a punishment, we are being treated
like children. When there
are interesting speakers and
a decent band, I don’t mind
going to chapel, but I might
even get more out of it if I
wrote a summary.”

One anonymous staff
member explained that “on
a whole, chapel summaries
could be changed. I think
there are easier ways to organize and keep track of who is
going and who is not. I think
Chapel should be counted
as a 1 hour free credit where
one’s GPA goes up or down,
just barely, dependent upon
his or her attendance.”
In any case, Lowe
has promised to make these
changes more palatable to
the student body by clearly
communicating
expectations concerning absences,
summaries, and upcoming
events, thereby “creating a
context of awareness and
hopefully expectation.”
While Lowe was unable to give any information
on expanding the chapel
sanctuary, Overflow has been
moved from Sanderson to
the Chapel’s choir room to
better recreate a sense of
communal worship. Dr. Scott
Finch and Dr. David Tahere
have also discussed hosting
a live hymn sing in Overflow,
thereby replacing the pixilated videos of musicians in the
main sanctuary.
While
Hannah
Robinson is not keen on
continuing chapel Overflow, she says she likes
“the idea of separate worship not off of a screen. It
sounds as though it will be
more like a real experience
than a fake chapel.”

LG: Where were you before this position at Covenant?
TT: I graduated from Geneva College this past
May, so I’m right out of
school. I was a psychology major and minored
in human services and
leadership. I’m currently
working on my master’s
degree in higher education through Geneva. I’m
a full time student as well
as a community coordinator.

With the removal of the
ARD job, many may wonder who will fill the role
and responsibilities of the
former position. This past
week, I had the pleasure
of sitting down with Tori
Trapanick who joined the
Residence Life staff this
year as one of two Community Coordinators, a
LG: What would you
new positionjob which
want students to know
absorbinged the former
about you?
ARD tasks.
TT: I’m originally from
Pittsburg, though my
LG: Can you tell me
family recently moved to
more about your posiMemphis, Tennessee. I
tion as a community colove spending time with
ordinator?
people. I’m also pretty
TT: The position is out
outdoorsy— - I love kayaof residence life and we
king, I could do it all day!
have several different
My favorite color is blue
jobs. - I refer to it as a reand I like pancakes on a
source bucket, which is
Saturday morning.
one way of looking at it.
I work with DCs, specifLG: Do you have any fuically the Founders and
ture plans for your highMac DCs while the other
er education masters?
community coordinator
TT: Right now, the big
works with Carter, Andream is to become an
dreas, and Transitional
RD, but eventually move
Housing DCs. We also
into an administrative
work with Janet Hulsey
role. Working as an associin the Center for Student
ate dean or vice president
Success and meet with
would be great. That’s way
academic probation studown the road, but becomdents, - making sure they
ing an RD is the first step.
are enjoying their classes
and have the study tools
LG: Do you like Chattathey need. Another part
nooga so far?
of the job, which is pretty
TT: I do! Chattanooga
open, is that students can
reminds me of a smaller
come to us with ideas or
Pittsburg, but with fewconversations happening
era lot less bridges. It has
around campus and who
a similar cultural feel, and
may want to plan a proplenty of opportunities.
gram, or have a faculty or
staff member speak, - but
Let’s welcome Tori into
might not know where to
life here at Covenant, and
start. They can come to a
if you ever need eventcommunity coordinator
planning resources or
and we can help them pull
have a spare kayak, let
resources and get in conher know!
tact with the right people.
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eral safety concerns will also
be addressed, such as the
stairway to the basement and
fire escape issues.
The north and south
porches, which have been
enclosed and used for office
space for several years, will be
reopened and modernized in
order to create social spaces
outside Carter. Student space,
to be used for club offices and
student leadership, will be added below the Center for Student
Success’ former space. The Student Development office will
also be reconfigured in such as
way as to centralize their staff
around a common area.
In many ways, such
a large project has presented
the opportunity for several
much-needed changes to occur. The Priesthill Center has
relocated permanently to Jackson Hall, giving the nursing
staff more space and students
much-needed privacy. The Student Success Center will also
remain in the library to be closer to students and give Carter’s
north porch room to expand.
Additionally, temporarily converting the guest cottages to
student housing presented the
chance to renovate them: “They

WHILE YOU WERE
AWAY
by Emmett Gienapp
July 16 Shootings
Five service members were
left dead after a Hixson
man, Muhammad Youssef
Abdulazeez, 24, opened fire
on two military installations in Chattanooga. The
shooter parked outside the
Armed Forces Career Center on Lee Highway and firing several rounds into the
building before driving to
a Navy Reserve Center on
Amnicola Highway. There
he drove his car through a
security gate and began firing again inside a building
and a fenced-in motor pool.
Four marines were killed
on-site and a Navy sailor
died two days later from
wounds he sustained.
Though the federal
investigation is still ongoing, authorities have confirmed that Abdulazeez
was a naturalized American citizen from Jordan,
born in Kuwait. A special
agent with the FBI said
that he is being treated as
a “homegrown, violent extremist.” Several officials
have commented on the
shootings, including Vice
President Joe Biden when
he visited Chattanooga,
and some have made inflammatory
statements
about what these events
mean for the nation. Most
recently, Hamilton County Sheriff, Jim Hammond,
received serious backlash
after he stated that “Islam
is communism with a God.”
Non-discrimination
Ordinance
Chattanooga City Council
passed a non-discrimination ordinance in the wake
of the Supreme Court’s
ruling on gay marriage
this summer which guarantees equal protection to
city employees of all sexual orientations. The ordinance specifically prohibits
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needed repair work so badly. It
was the perfect opportunity to
put several hundred grand toward a makeover,” Wykoff says.
Covenant
administration is taking the opportunity to submit Carter
Hall for consideration to be
added to the National Register of Historic Places, an
“official list of the Nation’s
historic places worthy of
preservation.” The National
Park Service website further
specifies that eligibility for a
20% tax credit for preservation of historic structures
is available to the owners of
the property. If approved to
be added to the list of more
than one million properties
on the Register, Covenant
will be eligible to receive tax
credits proportional to the
amount spent on preserving
Carter Hall. Since Covenant
is a non-profit entity, the
credits would be sold to a
for-profit enterprise and the
money used to pay expenses.
For such a large project, the Carter construction
has presented few problems
and surprises. David Northcutt realizes that the construction is a disruption to
campus, and is “working hard
to minimize that disruption at
every opportunity. We appreciate everyone’s patience.”
the unlawful harassment
of city employees based
on their gender identity,
whether that be through
unfair hiring or firing policies or the creation of a hostile work environment. The
ordinance further defines
gender identity as “The actual or perceived gender-related identity, appearance,
or mannerisms, or other
gender-related characteristics of an individual, with
or without regard to the individual’s sex at birth.”
The bill was sponsored by two councilmembers, Chris Anderson and
Moses Freeman, who heralded it as a victory for
Chattanooga, but not everyone was thrilled. Councilmembers Chip Henderson and Larry Grohn raised
concerns on more than one
occasion, consistently ask-

CHATTANO0GA
HOSTS 11TH
ANNUAL
GO!FEST
by Joseph Klingman
The City of Chattanooga
is hosting the 11th Annual
Go!Fest at the Chattanooga Zoo on Saturday, September 12th. The event, a
free day at the zoo, is intended to raise awareness
of disability and special
needs in the community,
and to promote bonding
between community members of all ability levels.
Visitors will be able to
walk around the zoo and
its captivating animal exhibits, stop by the many
vendor and sponsor booths
along the pathways, and
attend exciting live events
throughout the day.
The Go!Fest tradition started ten years ago
with former Mayor Ron
Littlefield, and during its
run the event has been
hosted along the riverfront, at the First Tennessee Pavilion, and its most
recent home at the Chattanooga Zoo. The event
has proven very popular
with the local community,
as the attendance shows:
from an already high
count of 8,000 visitors at
2011’s Go!Fest, last year’s
attendance grew to 11,000
visitors, and that number
may be expected to grow
even more on Saturday.
This year’s Go!Fest
is officially hosted by the
Office of Mayor Andy
Burke, with assistance
from the Mayor’s Council
on Disability and the City
of Chattanooga Department of Youth and Family
Development. Although

much of the planning has
gone into filling the day
with entertainment for the
community, the hosting
staff is more enthusiastic
about the event’s central
mission of raising public
awareness of the differently abled community. Mayor Burke said that while
“[a]nimal
attractions
and interactions abound
…breaking
boundaries
and increasing disability
awareness are at the heart
of Go!Fest.”
Chris Brown, Executive Assistant with
the Department of Youth
and Family Development,
cited the event’s slogan,
“Living life without limitation,” and elaborated
on the central goal: “[We]
shine a light on people…
[who aren’t] letting handicaps keep them from
enjoying life. People in
the community don’t un-

FACULTY QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“I expect to die and be in someone’s urn in
someone’s office or something.”
Dr. Matt Vos

ing whether allowing transgender individuals to use
the bathroom for whatever
gender they identify with.
Chattanooga Booming
Private investors and local
government are continuing
to work hand in hand, pouring hundreds of millions into
developing the city to accommodate changing needs and
a growing populace. Rivercity
Company, one of the main engines behind Chattanooga’s
development, reported that
the downtown area alone is
receiving more than $150
million in investments over
the next year. These include
various mixed-use buildings
that officials hope will provide both affordable housing
and creative public places for
young professionals and millennials moving to the city.

Other
upcoming
projects include a complete reimagination of
Miller Park and Plaza in
the heart of downtown.
Though local officials are
still surveying what the
community wants to see
in a new park, it will certainly be more connected

across MLK Boulevard.
Other projects include a
redevelopment of Broad
Street which will reduce
vehicle lanes in order to
open bike lanes, and a redevelopment of the Chattanooga Choo Choo and
14th Street.

derstand that… [and we]
want to make them aware
that people with disabilities don’t let their disabilities keep them down
[and] can do all the things
that you can.”
Saturday’s events
will be accessible to community members of all
abilities. Adaptive sports,
face painting, and other
attractions like “Touch-aTruck” (an exhibition of
military, police, and other rescue vehicles) are on
the day’s lineup next to
live music events from local artists, and this year’s
honorary guest, Special
Olympics Gold Medalist
Nicole Gonzales, will be
showing off her talent at
the shot put.
Also, over forty
vendors and sponsors are
registered for the event,
including the Chattanooga
Aquarium, Carrabas, the
American Heart Association, and even the MosNooga Squad of The 501st
Legion Star Wars costumers. In addition, health
services information and
assistive technology resources for disabilities
and special needs will be
on display. With such an
impressive list of attractions, performances, and
exhibits, visitors will be
hard pressed to find a dull
moment this Saturday.
For Covenant students, Go!Fest provides a
great opportunity to get
to know the Chattanooga
community better (plus a
free pass to the zoo) and,
with a lovely 77 forecast,
promises to be a very enjoyable experience overall.
The
Chattanooga
Zoo is located downtown at
301 N Holtzclaw Ave, just
east of the University of
Tennessee at Chattanooga.
Though zoo parking is limited, visitors may park nearby
and use the free shuttle running from Engel Stadium at
1130 E. 3rd St.
Check
out
the
Go!Fest official website at
www.Go!Festchattanooga.
org, or find Go!Fest on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/Go!FestChattanooga.

SPORTS

NATIONAL
FOOTBALL
LEAGUE
PREVIEW
by Josh Cooper
The NFL football season is
just around the corner and
a season full of tailgating,
rivalry, and hard knocks
awaits. In anticipation of
the 2015-2016 season I will
make the ordinary predictions, but I will also go
out on a limb and include
some bold predictions that
will, undoubtedly, unfold
this year.
My definition of an
upset team is a team that
does not necessarily move
into the playoffs, but defeats more highly esteemed
teams during the regular
season and that may cause
those highly esteemed
teams’ record, playoff berth
position, or morale of the
team to drop. One of my
upset teams is the Buffalo Bills. The Bills actually
have a very solid team overall with Lesean McCoy leading the backfield and one of
the best returning defenses
in the NFL. The Bills also
added Rex Ryan’s defensive mind, which should be
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beneficial. The Bills lack a
quarterback, though they
may have found a star in
Tyrod Taylor. They also are
projected to have one of the
easiest schedules, so they
may make a run at a playoff
berth. Another upset team
on my list is the Saint Louis
Rams.
Their offense seems
a bit shaky, but hopefully
they can solidify that with
their rookie running back
Todd Gurley. On the other
hand, the Rams’ defense is
more than capable of upsetting teams like the Seattle
Seahawks, and the Broncos, by itself. The Oakland
Raiders could easily be an
upset team as well. I think
their offense, lead by Derek
Carr and Amari Cooper, will
be explosive, which is combined with a defense that is
not underrated but stiff.
Allow me to make
some predictions for this
upcoming year, consisting
of division winners, wild
cards, and the Super Bowl
contenders. I will start with
the AFC divisions. I believe
the East division will still
be dominated by the New
England Patriots particularly considering the recent nullification of the suspension on Tom Brady. The
North division is tough
but I think the Pittsburgh
Steelers will take that division on account of “Big”
Ben Roethlisberger and
Antonio Brown’s chemistry. The South will be dominated by the Indianapolis

SCOTS TRACK AND FIELD
by Phil Moore
Covenant College officially announced the addition
of a Men’s and Women’s
track and field program
beginning in the 2016-17
academic year. This is
the first athletic program
that has been added since
2008, and also the first
addition for third year
athletic director Kyle Taylor. This brings the total
number of intercollegiate
sports at Covenant to 15.
Katie Stanford, who is
also the current Men’s
and Women’s cross country coach, will be the head
coach for the track and
field program.
Coach
Stanford is coming off of
back-to-back USA South
Men’s
Cross-Country
championships as well
as being named the USA
South conference Men’s
Cross Country coach of
the year.
The success of the
cross country team is
only poised to grow with
the addition of track and
field. Since cross-country
is a fall sport, and track
is a spring sport, most
cross-country
runners
compete in track as well.
With the addition of the
new program, many high
level cross country recruits will now consider
Covenant as a school to
compete at. In the past,

many cross country recruits have looked over
Covenant simply because
they couldn’t run track
in the spring. Students
who want a Christian
school with a track team
can now take a look at
Covenant seriously. Thousands of students go to

college each year to participate in Track and
Field, and by adding this
program, Covenant has
literally added thousands
of potential new students.
Adding Track and Field
gives Coach Stanford access to a whole new group
of recruits therefore benefitting the cross country
team and even Covenant
as a school immeasurably.
According to Coach Stanford, adding the Track
and Field team has been

Colts without a doubt. Although Peyton Manning
is only a year shy of 40, I
think he still has the power
to bring the Denver Broncos back to the playoffs and
win the West division.
Now we come to the
NFC, and will start with
the most confusing division, the East. It is tough
to say, but I believe the
Giants will manage to
lead that division. For
the
North
Division,
Green Bay’s Packers will
crush the division, despite the loss of Jordy
Nelson.

The Atlanta Falcons are primed to take
the South Division, but you
cannot sleep on the Saints,
who are a darkhorse. Last
but not least I believe the
Arizona Cardinals will take
the West Division, sorry
Seahawk Fans! Wild cards
of the AFC will be the Baltimore Ravens and the Kansas City Chiefs, just due to
their division and a comparatively easy schedule.
The NFC wild cards will be
the Dallas Cowboys and the
Seahawks. The Super Bowl
contenders will be the Giants and Steelers. I know

that sounds bold, but that’s
what this is for! Both teams
are prepared for breakout
seasons this year.
Lastly, my wild card
prediction for the whole
season is that Philadelphia
Eagle’s quarterback Sam
Bradford will get hurt and
Mark Sanchez, his backup, will flop. Meaning Tim
Tebow, the current third
string, will lead the Eagles
to a division and then a Super Bowl win. Tebow will do
this with mediocre stats, as
usual, but will do what Tebow does -- win.

in the works for about two
years now. The team will
begin by competing with
running events 400 meters and longer. Each year
Coach Stanford wants to
phase in more and more
events as the program
gets larger; starting with
sprints and then moving
on to field events. Currently there is no immediate plan for a track to be

practices at the tracks of
Dade county and Chattanooga Christian School.
The USA South Athletic
Conference, of which Covenant is a member, does
not currently sponsor
Track & Field as a sport.
As a result, most of the
competitions will be with
other NCAA Division 3
schools in the surrounding areas and states.
These schools include Birmingham Southern, Emory, and Sewanee.
The addition of
Track and Field seems
like a win-win for the college and the athletic program, but additions don’t
come without costs. A
new athletic team means
a bigger athletic budget as
well as even more athletes
using the athletic training, weight, and workout
rooms. These rooms are
already very crowded at
times. Adding another
athletic team isn’t likely to help, however, the
benefits to the school and
athletic program seem to
vastly outweigh the costs.
Overall, the addition of
Track & Field seems to
have been received by the

vast majority of the Covenant community with
excitement and positivity.
The new program will be
a great way to appeal to
a new group of prospective students and will
strengthen the existing
cross country program.
Besides, who doesn’t want
another sport to beat Sewanee in?

Women’s Soccer at Agnes Scott
Saturday, September 12 at 1:00 PM

Volleyball vs Huntingdon
Saturday, September 19 at 10:00 AM

Volleyball at Emory
Friday, September 11 at 5:00 PM

Men’s Soccer vs Belhaven
Saturday, Septmber 12 at 7:00 PM

Women’s Soccer vs Meredith
Saturday, Septmber 19 at 3:00 PM

JV Men’s Soccer at Bryan
Friday, Septmber 11 at 6:00 PM

Women’s Soccer vs Mary Baldwin
Friday, September 18 at 4:30 PM

Volleyball vs LaGrange
Saturday, September 19 at 4:00 PM

Cross Country at Furman Classic
Saturday, September 12

JV Men’s Soccer vs Lakeway SC
Friday, September 18 at 8:00 PM

Men’s Soccer at Millsaps
Saturday, September 19 at 8:00 PM

built on campus, but as
the program grows, the
college hopes to add one
most likely around the
Shadowlands field. Until
then, the team will have
TWO
WEEK

SCHEDULE

If you have an interest in
joining the Track & Field
team next year, Coach
Stanford encourages you
to contact her for more information.
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ART AND THE VMA’S
by Autumn King

MTV’s Video Music Awards
(VMA’s) features the most
current and shocking work
in music entertainment today, and since 1984, with
Madonna’s infamous Like
a Virgin performance, they
have delivered in shock and
cultural currency. With
the VMA’s illustrious history in mind I was aware
that I would be in for some
time-tested shock and awe
entertainment, but I had
no idea the strong reaction the VMA’s would elicit
within me.
It left me feeling
empty, confused, and a little
violated. I found myself asking, “Was that what passes
for Art?” Miley’s crassly
underwhelming hosting,
Kanye’s stoned sonnet on
the very emotional task of
being an artist...was that
art? When looking at art
critically, as Christians, the
question we have to ask
ourselves is “Was there
anything redeemable?” I
will attempt to argue that
yes, there was at least some
small somethings that were
redeemable.

WAITING FOR
GODOT, GET READY
by Garrett Sisson and
Cacey Williams
Waiting for Godot is an absurdist play written by Samuel Beckett and first published in French in 1949. It
follows two men who are
waiting on an old country
road for someone called
“Godot,” though neither
they nor the audience know
what will happen if he ever
arrives. It is also the latest
project of Covenant senior
Cacey Williams, who is directing it for her SIP this
November.
Williams is best
known for her work as resident lighting designer for
the Theatre Department,
for her portrayal of Titania
in last year’s A Midsummer
Night’s Dream, and for her
involvement in last semester’s Ten Minute Play Festival. Much of the critical
discussion of Waiting for
Godot has been concerned
with its interpretation. The
director wanted to take a
moment to address the initial concerns surrounding
the play with auditions for
the show being around the
corner.
Over this weekend
I’ve made several attempts
to pen a promotion for the
Waiting For Godot auditions. This seemed like a
fairly simple task and yet I
haven’t been able to write
an article that satisfies the
excitement and concern
surrounding the play. I
should have anticipated
this, since a big part of
the decision to direct this
play were those very reasons. And I’ve found that
it’s like trying to condense
my SIP into a few words,

What has happened
in our day and age is that we
are losing artists but gaining artisans. Mrs. George
Sand (best-known as Chopin’s “lady on the side”)
once said, “Art for art’s sake
is an empty phrase. Art for
the sake of truth, art for the
sake of the good and the
beautiful, that is the faith I
am searching for.”
I can’t completely
agree with everything Sand
says in this statement,
but she does hit on some
common grace in that art
should be both truthful and
beautiful. The debauchery
that was the VMA’s did not
embody truth through art.
It was realistic in portraying the majority of what the
world believes, but it was
not truth, because realism
and truth are not the same
thing. Art is a responsibility
not a free for all.
However, when you
look past the personalities
and the egos, you begin to
see the artistry of the craft
that goes into the mass
cultivation of these personalities that we call cewithout having completed
the project yet. So I’ll just
try to say a little about
the piece to hopefully ping
your interest, and get people to come audition.
Waiting For Godot
is a masterpiece written
by Samuel Beckett in
1949, wherein he composes a story where nothing
happens but somehow is
still about everything. You
would think that would be
a spoiler, but it’s not. This
play is a poetic, hysterical,
sad, slapstick, tragicomedy and is considered the
cornerstone of modern
contemporary drama.
Absurdist theatre
is a very particular realm
of drama that can be kind
of disorienting to a first
time viewer. And with this
play in particular, I’m concerned that there is stigma
surrounding the subject
matter that will keep people from participating in
it. For anyone who doesn’t
know what I’m referring to
I’ll just catch you up.
The popular interpretation of the text can
and has lead to this overly simplified broad statement: Man idly waits for
God to show up and God
isn’t coming either because
he a.) doesn’t exist b.)
doesn’t remember/care or
c.) is sadisticly testing man
for a purpose unknown.
(that kind of was a spoiler)
Now, I am not saying that those themes/
questions are not in the
play. They are some of the
big ideas that the audience
will wrestle with. However, I
don’t think the typical reactionary response of the popular contemporary church
is the right response to this
piece. The world of Godot is
far more complex and enlightening than an anti-God

lebrities. Crafting the persona of the celebrity could
be considered an art in and
of itself, as it is cultivated
by hundreds of artisans, designers, makeup artists, PR
reps, managers, songwriters, and producers.
Their work is a collaboration of some of the
finest talent that the media
has to offer. For example, if
you look closely during Justin Bieber’s performance, he
is about two seconds offbeat
from his backup dancers.
This increases to five seconds towards the end of the
performance. Justin’s backup dancers, on the other
hand, are flawlessly in time,
and they do their job well.
Of course, their job,
in all reality, is to make
Justin Beiber look as good
as possible. There was art
and beauty in their performance alone. I’m not saying Bieber isn’t talented--he
just has the advantage of
being able to hire people
to make him look even
more talented. The same
principle applies to Miley
Cyrus. The outfits she wore
were art--provocative art at
times, but art none the less.
By her wearing those pieces of art, she gives that art
campaign. I don’t want to
try to simplify it because
I run the risk of over-simplifying it. So at this point
I’m asking for a bit of grace
moving forward with the
production; be open-minded to there being something
more to this play that is
worth sharing and considering.
Tiptoeing forward, I
wanted to put something in
the bagpipe because I need
actors. Despite all of the
weight presented above,
this is a playful, witty, deeply complex show. The questions and moments that the
players are afforded are fantastic.(which isn’t an experience very often given to the
20 year old actor.)
These parts are
both immensely serious
and completely hysterical.
Comedians often get mistaken as not taking the
world seriously.
This show allows
the comic to be seriously
funny without taking on the
role of the clown. Leading
the show is a Charlie Chaplin-esque comedy duo, like
Abbott and Costello (Don’t
know who that is? YouTube
“Who’s on First?”), asking
the big questions for the
world. Please don’t write
it off, and if you’re an actor
or a comedian please come
to auditions. This is typically an all male cast but I’m
hoping to cast a female in at
least one role.
Auditions for “Waiting for Godot” will take place
Sept 16-17. The Theatre Department will post the time
and place closer to the date,
so keep an eye out. There are
four major parts, including one
that is almost entirely pantomime. And the director would
like you to be prepared to tell a
joke. The show will run Nov 1314, and Nov 20-21.

new meaning and context
within her persona. And
furthermore, it personifies
her and what she desires to
portray herself as.
There are some artists, though they are few
and far between, that
transcend this rule. Adele,
Lorde, Sia, Kevin Spacey,
Steven Spielberg, Wes
Anderson, and Anthony
Hopkins. These artists
have defined themselves

not by spectacle but by
the truth and beauty that
their art brings to the
world. Their art is beautiful without having to
shock you. When your art
is your persona, it begins
to lose its integrity. When
removed from the context
of the artist, art can exist
in its own realm of interpretation, free from the
trappings of celebrity.

THEATRE DEPARTMENT SURVIVES

ue to produce plays, though
not in the exact same capacity. Due to budget cuts,
the student-led drama club
known as the Drama Association will be taking over
the production of the second
play in each semester. This
means that the second slot
plays will have a more active student participation in
higher levels of the creative
process. This semester, Professor
Hallstrom will be
directing The Savannah
Disputation, and senior Cacey Williams will be directing
Waiting for Godot under the
Drama Association’s banner.
Next semester, Hallstrom will
direct The Island of Doctor
Moreau, followed by another
production by the Drama Association. This does not mean
that the production quality
of these plays will suffer due
to their creative separation
from the theatre department.
The theatre department welcomes the opportunity to let
students have more creative
power.
One example of
what this could look like
is the Ten Minute Play
Festival, which took place
last semester and featured plays that were all
student-written and student-directed. Though the
Drama Association’s plays
are most likely not going
to be student written, students will have a prominent voice in the creative
process and the selection
of the plays that will be
produced.
I hope that this has
helped to clear up some of
the confusion surrounding
the theatre department
this year. Yes, we will be a
major again. Yes, we will
still be putting on plays.
And yes, the Drama Association will be an important part of theatre at Covenant moving forward. I
hope that you all come out
to see the wonderful plays
we have lined up for this
semester and next.

by Chris Horton
Almost everyone at Covenant has been to a theatre
department production in
one form or another--whether it was a musical, a laugh
track performance, or an intense drama such as Edith
Stein. The department is
well-known and loved here
on the mountain. That is
why it came as such a shock
to the student body when it
was announced last semester that the college would no
longer be offering a theatre
major to incoming students
and that the theatre department was to be dissolved.
However, this decision may
turn out to be slightly less
than final.
Dr. Jeff Hall, Vice
President of Academic Affairs, explained in a faculty
announcement that the theatre major and department
will be back in force pending
the official approval of the
Faculty Curriculum Committee, which meets later in
the school year. “There is no
reason to believe the proposition will not pass,” writes
Professor Hallstrom.
Hallstrom drew up
a proposal for a Theatre
concentration under the
English department back
in May, which consisted of
theatre courses that could
still be offered after Professor Kirby’s unfortunate
absence. There is precedent
for such a plan, as a similar
concentration was awarded
by the college before Theatre was a major. Once the
new curriculum was submitted, though, Paul Morton, Director of Academic
Affairs, judged that with the
strategic support of adjunct
faculty, the proposition was
enough to qualify for an independent major.
Until then, the theatre department will contin-
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This morning I slipped into
the passenger seat of my
friend’s car and coasted
down the mountain. As we
wove I could almost feel the
pines pushing us forward,
encouraging us to get away
for a while—they knew we
needed it. This time our
venture included a slightly
pretentious cold brew coffee accompanied by a sausage egg biscuit, and a trip
to the Hunter Museum of
American Art.
As we ate, we tried
to digest what it means to
be a student again. How

ings. These American artists
encountered Monet’s show
in New York and were compelled to attempt his new
style for themselves.
I turned the corner
and locked eyes with Monet’s
Champ d’avoine. The painting is covered in a light pink
hue that stretches across
a rich blue sky and sweeps
down to illuminate the lush
fields of golden oats and
bright red poppies. A peace
washed over me as I was apprehended by its detail. I experienced visual rest. I felt as
if Monet had carved out this
corner of creation just for
me. Captivated, I imagined
myself walking in the brush,
looking to my right and wandering towards the deep purple trees. Maybe I would stay
a while and lie down in the
cool shade.
As I scanned the
room I realized that the risk
Monet took in rendering the
world in this way unleashed

do you begin to invest in
another year at the institution you love when you
currently feel displaced? I
have been thrown from the
depths of summer onto the
shore of disarray. I can’t
help but feel this is not
where I’m supposed to be.
We call this “transition.”
We’re all in it: the
unsettling feeling that’s
both cognitive and absolutely physical. Webster
calls this an evolution from
one form to another. We
must understand that –
in transition – our entire
person is altered. We come
back to a place where we
used to feel known and it’s
uncomfortable. We have
to give ourselves space to
reencounter our surroundings. We can’t expect it to
be what it was before. We
must teach ourselves to
learn what it is now.
With our minds in
motion we passed through
the silvery, glass doors at
the Hunter. I was eager to
see my old friend, Edouard
Monet. As an impressionist, Monet entreats natural
light to play with his colors. His textured paintings
allow you to feel the movement he perceives in the
world. This is an incredible
courtesy. He didn’t have to
show us this, he could have
kept it inside, but instead
he lets the viewer see his
imagination. We entered
the dusty-blue exhibition
room and were greeted by
several American Impressionist landscapes that
were created in response
to Monet’s colorful paint-

an irreplaceable gift. He
helped others look again, and
look for more. It’s remarkable to realize that we can
be affected by one another’s
imaginations. This is exactly
what happened in the late
nineteenth century between
Monet and the American Impressionists. His art helped
them discover a more intricate beauty that was hidden
in the grace of the landscape.
I stopped to rejoice in the
abundance of their art that
surrounded me.
To accomplish this,
some of these artists went
so far as to move to Giverny
where Monet was living at
the time in an attempt to
learn directly from his most
recent works. However, the
Americans could not stay. It
wasn’t where they belonged.
They moved back to the
states but continued to paint
in this impressionistic style.
Monet helped them to re-approach the landscape.
Having a moment
with Monet today taught
me to look again. Not only
because of the rest I experienced when peering into
his landscape, but because
of what he taught the American artists. Place matters,
but what you see in it matters more.
The process of looking is nonnegotiable, but how do we
want to see? Afternoon light
danced before us as we were
drawn back up the mountain; the landscape knew we
were ready to be back.
The Exhibition Monet and American Impressionism will be on display at the
Hunter Museum of American
Art until September 20

by Meghan Earll

THIS SUMMER IN MUSIC
by Louis Metcalfe
One of the reasons I love
summer is I have all the
time I want to listen to
new music. This summer
produced a wealth of beautiful music, and choosing
a few albums to populate
this list was excruciatingly difficult. After much
thought, prayer and tears Jamie xx - In Colour
Jamie xx, one
I arrived at what I feel are
my seven favorite albums third of the xx, strikes out
on his own in his luscious
of the summer. Enjoy.
album In Colour. The album contains beautiful
tracks where Jamie slowly adds samples to a song
that grows into a beautiful climax like “Gosh” and
“Sleep Sound.” While this
type of song makes up the
majority of the album,
Jamie xx throws in some
curveballs like the incredTame Impala - Currents ibly catchy “Loud Places”
Currents is a beau- and the summer banger “I
tiful third album from Know There’s Gonna Be
psych music extraordi- (Good Times)” featuring
naire Kevin Parker. The Young Thug. Best Songs:
album was recorded solely I Know There’s Gonna Be
by Parker and explores a (Good Times), Obvs, Loud
side of psych music pre- Places
viously uncharted by the
band. In the past, Tame
Impala sounded much like
the Beatles in their later
years. On Currents, however, Tame Impala goes
electronic, even adding in
elements from R&B and
rap music. The results are
a beautiful, catchy psych
pop album. Best tracks:
Let it Happen, Eventually, Twenty One Pilots - Blurryface Twenty One Pilots
‘Cause I’m a Man
return with their fifth album
Blurryface, a mixture of
genres that defies categorization. The band successfully mixes reggae, pop, punk
and rap to create songs
that are undeniably catchy.
Tyler Joseph’s lyrics deal
with themes of sin, forgiveness and love -- managing to
be both catchy and deeply
meaningful. The album is an
Son Lux - Bones
Son Lux continues hour of pure fun, and every
to sound different and song has the potential to be
exciting in a time that is stuck in your head for days.
becoming crowded with Best Songs: Stressed Out,
electronic pop bands that Ride, The Judge
want to make it big. Part
of what sets Son Lux
apart is their use of live
instrumentation orchestrated by the classically
trained Ryan Lott, the
band’s founder, who also
recently scored the music
for the film Paper Towns.
Son Lux perfectly walks
the line between pushing
the envelope with dense, Mac Demarco - Another
experimental instrumen- One If you haven’t ever
tation and writing catchy listened to Mac Demarco,
hooks. Best Songs: Change you are missing out. DeIs Everything, You Don’t marco’s laid-back, twangy
songs are both catchy and
Know Me, This Time
relaxing. This musical aes-

thetic allows Demarco to
write the happiest breakup album ever. Demarco
gives off fun carefree vibes,
especially at the end of the
album when Demarco tells
the audience his address
and invites fans over for
coffee.

Kacey Musgraves - Pageant Material Kacey Musgraves is a singer from
the small town of Golden,
Texas, and she is breathing life into the genre of
country music that has
become saturated with
bro country acts like Florida Georgia Line. Pageant
Material is a throwback to
the golden days of country
music and even includes a
duet with Willie Nelson.
Musgrave’s voice is silky
smooth, and the warm
steel guitars and quaint
song subjects makes this
album the perfect pick for
laying in a hammock on a
lazy Sunday. Best Songs:
Pageant Material, Biscuits,
Dimestore Cowgirl

Lianne La Havas - Blood
The first thing that
stands out on Lianne La
Havas’s sophomore album
is her strong, rich voice.
Beautiful voices can feel
like a dime-a-dozen, but
La Havas ensures that she
won’t be forgotten through
her superb songwriting and
instrumentation.
Songs
range from slow, simple
ballads to lush pop jams.
If you are sick of Beyoncé
and her terrible music, La
Havas is a cleaner, more
talented replacement. Best
Songs: Tokyo, What You
Don’t Do, Grow

THE VERDICT
Yes to Kilter.
No to being asked
by a Freshman two
months in advance.

OPINIONS

TRUMP 2016
by Justin Jantomaso
“I don’t know what I finna lose after this. It don’t
matter, though; It’s not
about me. It’s about ideas.
New ideas. People with
ideas. People who believe
in truth, And yes, as you
probably could’ve guessed
by this moment, I have
decided in 2020 to run for
president.” - Kanye West
I can see it now,
the crowd roars as Yeezus
approaches the stage,
mike in hand, snapback
on with the words “Still
Makin Real Sh*t” boldly embroidered on the
front. He drops a few
lines off of his new album
entitled “Kanye 2020”
and proceeds to discuss
his policies on American
foreign relations.
As ridiculous as
this scenario sounds, is
this where American poli-
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tics are headed? Are fame,
wealth and popularity
the only characteristics
we require of the head
of our nation? With the
summer of Trump coming
to a close, why has this
shooting star not fallen
like the media and GOP
promised? Why instead of
falling into oblivion does
“The Donald” steadily
shine brighter?
Everyone
must
admit at this point that
Trump has a shot at the
presidency. If events continue like they have, it
seems as if this shot could
very well hit bullseye. We
may actually be placing
leadership of one of the
most powerful nations in
the world into the hands
of a man who repeatedly
portrays himself as a racist, sexist narcissist. How
is America ignoring these
characteristics and continually giving Trump the upper hand in primary poles?
Trump is a brilliant
businessman and negotia-

tor; it is these characteristics that have aided him
in his rise to the top of the
stacked list of GOP nominee hopefuls. He seems
to be able to turn every
insult into a positive for
his campaign, while at the
same time tearing down
another candidate.
For example, when
Jeb Bush, another Republican candidate, attacked
Trump for his former relations with Hillary Clinton,
Trump quickly released a
video showing Bush giving
Hillary an award. Trump
proceeded to explain why
he, as a businessman, had
no obligation at that time
to any one political party
and that Bush was actually
the inconsistent one. Over
and over again Trump has
accomplished this spin
move as he deflects negative remarks onto his opponents and garners an
incredible amount of press
through the process.
Voters are attracted to his frank attitude and

bold oratorical style. This
man seems to say whatever he wants to, a direct
contrast to his overly politically correct opponents.
Many Americans are tired
of political correctness and
career politicians who never accomplish what they
say. Trump knows this and
is doing everything he can
to capitalize on this sentiment. Trump is also garnering votes from a portion of voters who believe
that the American system
is broken. These dissatisfied citizens recognize the
ridiculousness of Trump
and believe that he is what
America deserves. While
they normally wouldn’t
vote, many have said they
will support Trump.
While there is an
appeal to a politician who
is not afraid to say what he
means, what Trump often
says is telling of his character and viewpoints. We
cannot let ourselves ignore
the negative characteristics of Trump as we are

swept up in the shiny, outrageous and polarizing aspects of “the Donald.” This
man has called Mexicans
(in general) rapists, has
stated that he would date
his daughter if she wasn’t
his daughter, and said that
“It doesn’t really matter
what the media write as
long as you’ve got a young
and beautiful piece of ass.”
Do we really want a man
who issues statements like
these on a fairly regular basis as our standard-bearer
to the world?
This is all speculation and, so far, speculation
on this primary election
has been proven wrong
time and again by Trump.
Maybe 2016 will usher in a
new era of American politics in which status, wealth
and fame define our leaders, or maybe America will
regain her senses, evaluate
each candidate’s entire
person, and wisely steward
the republic that our forefathers entrusted to us.

YOUR UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY
by Eliot Kaufmann
To begin, a fact: every student at Covenant College
has opinions, and many
of them. Not a single one
of you showed up this fall
completely free of opinions. Sure, there is variance in how strong, loud,
thoughtful, annoying, ridiculous they all are, but
they’re there. Each one
of you cares about different things, finds different
things preferable, even
thinks different things
are wrong or right; this is
indisputable.
To continue, a likelihood: you will never have
as loud of a voice, in your
respective communities, as
you do now, here, at Covenant College. After college,
your life will begin to decentralize. No longer will
you work, study, eat, sleep,
and socialize all in the same
place. Your influence will be
spread thin. Your boss will
oppress you, your kids will
find you old-fashioned and
embarrassing, and only
a select few people in the
entire world will care what
you have to say.
Considering those
two things, I want you to
arrive at this conclusion:
I have a unique opportunity to ram my opinion
down the throats of everyone I eat, sleep, and go to
school around. And you
do! The Opinion section
of the Bagpipe enthusiastically offers it to you, but
not free of charge.
To be published, your
opinion does not need to be
conventional, (please, make
it outrageous;, it is far more
fun.) but it does need to be
well-crafted. Make your argument clear (and make it an
argument, not an open letter
to a well-known, Christian,
indie musician) and structured. You want people to
know what your opinion is,
otherwise your writing will
confuse rather than convict.

Next, make your
argument gracious and
thoughtful. Before you unleash a vitriolic attack on
the administration or a fellow student, put yourself
in their shoes and imagine
how bad it would feel to be
on the butt-end of someone’s public rage. (Side bar:
if your argument starts
to morph into a personal
attack, it will actually become weaker.)
Finally, have a
sense of humor about your
argument. Be satirical or
self-deprecating;
make
yourself seem human by
cracking a joke here and
there. Humor will help you
avoid seeming stuffy or angry. Most on-campus controversies, serious or not,
involve some ridiculous
component and are satire
and joke goldmines.
The Bagpipe is here
to help you share your
opinion, to give you a voice.
You—the student body—
make up most of Covenant
College. Your thoughts regarding college-wide issues
should absolutely be heard.
Please take advantage of
this unique opportunity to
influence many spheres of
your life in one fell swoop.
Write about something
you notice, something you
read, or something that is
close to your heart. It could
be that some of your tuition dollars went towards
an oversized, expensive
golf-cart/Ttransformer, or
that our board of trustees
is only comprised of men,
or even just that there
are no outdoor trash cans
anywhere on campus. Do
not be afraid to make
your opinion known, just
do so with skill, grace,
and humor.

Emmett Gienapp
Editor In Chief

A BACKWARDS
PEP TALK
by Sara Belz

Oliver Sacks, renowned
neurologist and author, died
last week in his Manhattan
home. He was 82. His many
works include Awakenings,
which inspired the 1990 film
of the same name starring
Robin Williams and Robert
DeNiro. As I reflected on
Dr. Sacks’ life and reread
some of his work, I became
amazed at the failures he
experienced and witnessed.
His stories offer us something especially meaningful
at the beginning of a school
year—something
more
than just a reminder that
humans learn through
mistakes. With a new semester come new expectations of success, and I
think, too rarely, expectations of failure.
The English-born
Dr. Sacks began his American career researching at
Beth Abraham Hospital in
the Bronx. His work there
became marked by failed experiments and lab missteps.
Sacks later recounted to the
Washington Post that one
supervisor at Beth Abraham called him a “menace
in the lab,” and told him he
would “do less harm” to patients. He transitioned into
the clinic shortly thereafter.
His first cases in the
clinic were victims of the
Email
me
at
eliot. 1920’s encephalitis letharkaufmann@covenant.edu gica (“sleepy sickness”) epiif you have any ideas for demic, and became the suban article you would like to jects of Dr. Sacks’ first book.
In Awakenings, Sacks rewrite.
counts his treatment of the
survivors with a new drug

James Kelly
Layout Editor
called L-dopa, which literally awoke some from vegetative, silent existence into
lives of movement and sociability. Those moments of
rebirth emotionally shook
the young doctor, and he retells them in vivid, stirring
prose. L-dopa brought its
own set of challenges: sometimes Sacks spent nights
calibrating and re-calibrating doses, watching his patients’ conditions ebb and
flow. For every new life he
saw begin, the drug seemed
to shut another down.
Floundering in the
lab, struggles in the clinic, drugs that didn’t work,
and families that couldn’t
stand the stresses of illness.
Sacks didn’t witness or live
through these things without pain, but to him they
were the substance of learning. They taught him about
medicine and they taught
him about the human spirit.
The cultural mandate implies a command to
discover. This is how humans
care for the earth and create
value. We make progress by
doing things without precedent, and that means we
have to take risks. Some given proportion of activity that
involves risk, by definition,
fails. Obvious conclusions,
but easily forgotten in the
reading of Genesis 1:28. We
are commanded to fail—not
just to learn about sin and
dependence, but in order to
make progress on the very
first task God gave mankind.
Brian Brenberg, professor of economics at The
King’s College in New York,
writes: “The sooner you get
used to dealing with things
going wrong, the sooner you
can get on with the business
of finding ways to make
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things go right.” Oliver Sacks
was a passionate humanist,
and embraced successes and
failures as part of a universal
march towards good evolution. His affection for human
endeavors oversteps itself
in his writing, but it helps
me understand this theology of failure. I can enter this
semester confident that my
undertakings will collapse,
change, or even explode. And
when they do, I will know
that they were designated
and necessary portions of my
role on this earth. I can learn
to be content with defeat.
That’s a backhanded and frightening
encouragement, but one
that should make us eager to get out of bed in the
morning. Hold less tightly
to success, and you’ll hunger more for discovery.

OPINIONS

08

WE ARE
AMERICANS
In the eyes of many, America as a nation and a culture is on the decline.
Taking this view, there are
some who wish to dissociate themselves entirely
from its “cultural baggage,” wiping their hands
of its perceived bigotry,
narrow-minded Western
ideals, and pride. However, in addition to misrepresenting America, this attempt to erase the label of
“American” from ourselves
is both futile and destructive, owing to one truth:
we are undeniably and inalterably Americans.
We are Americans
first in that, literally, we
are recognized as legal citizens of the United States of
America. The government
recognizes us as members
of “We the People,” verified
by a bevy of IRS paperwork. And we usually don’t
deny it; though we may
not particularly like some
aspects, we choose to fully
reap the benefits of being
considered legal Americans, namely the protection of the legal system,
the freedom of speech and
religion, and the opportunity for affluence in a capitalist economy. Further,
regardless of how we see
ourselves, the world recognizes us as American. No
sooner are we outside our
borders than we promptly
receive the stamp “FROM
A M E R I C A” — b e c a u s e
honestly, it’s pretty obvious to everyone else.
We are Americans
second in that our perspectives have been strongly
influenced by our exposure
to American culture. Our

economic principles encourages either wise or
greedy capitalism, but
seldom communism. Race
seen through American social distinctions appears a
more urgent matter based
on our unfortunate history with African and Native
American peoples. Happiness understood through
American cultural constructs leads one to seek
self-fulfillment more than
subservience to a group.
These three tendencies are joined by thousands more examples,
evidence that American
culture is somehow deeply hardwired into the way
we think. To remove from
oneself all semblance of
America’s cultural influence would require an
objective view, something
we just don’t have. Frankly, it’s impossible for us to
erase the effects of something that has influenced
us for our entire lives, and
certainly not by simply removing the title.
Lastly, we are
Americans (perhaps most
radically) in that God has
purposefully made us as
members of this culture.
God, as we have learned,
is the Ultimate Sovereign,
and all things work as part
of His perfect plan. Therefore, that we have been
born in so great a nation
as this, that we have been
allowed to live here for our
entire lives, and that both it
and we are still here— – all
these things together indicate that in some manner
God intended for us to be
members of this nation and
culture.
Further, God does
not make mistakes, and is
able to use anything as a
tool to shape us as individuals. It is not inconceivable,
then, to think that God has
placed us here for the purpose of shaping us according to this culture— – that
we may be Americans.
I here make two
qualifying statements. The
first: by saying that God
made us to be Americans,

that God did not choose for
His Son to be culture-less,
despite the fallen nature of
every human culture. Rather, God allowed his Son to
be born into a distinctly
Jewish culture, and raised
as a Jewish man.
Furthermore, rather than preach salvation to
every nation at once or even
to deny that culture, Jesus
followed His Father’s will
by operating within that
culture. In the same manner, we cannot deny the
context into which God has
placed us; and in some way,
we may reasonably expect
that God’s purposes for us
are to be realized in this
American context.
A second qualifying
statement: I do not mean
that we ought to embrace
every aspect of American
culture. Again, we are Christians first— – our citizenry
in the Kingdom of Heaven
overrules any allegiances
on Eearth, and anything
that goes against the given
instruction of God should
be discarded as a vain and
dangerous pursuit. However, to discard all aspects of
American cultural influence
on us is to say that we have
in some way been wrongly
constructed, whereupon we
will inevitably begin to dictate our “proper” selves, to
destructive and deceptive
ends.
In summary, we
are undeniably and unalterably Americans. Despite the apprehensions
of some against a sorely
misrepresented
America (a point which may be
explored elsewhere) it is
evident that regardless
of America’s identity, we
are profoundly and inescapably linked to its culture. Our position here, as
shaped members of American culture, indicates, by
nature of God’s sovereignty, His purposes at work
in at least some part of it,
and therefore through us
as Americans. In short, we
are Christians made also
as Americans, and this
imparts a responsibility

every perception is unconsciously filtered through a
system of distinctly American cultural constructs
instilled since birth, meaning we are prone to place
certain emphases and prefer certain paths unique
from members of other
world cultures. Wealth
seen through American

I do not mean that His will
is for us to find our identity
principally in American culture. (Far be it from me to
speak for His will.) We are
Christians first. Our identity ought to be found in
Christ; and in doing as He
did, we follow only the will of
the One we call Father and
King. However, it is notable

not unlike Christ to the
Jews. We must follow our
Father’s will here, embracing all aspects— – even
the American— – of the
creations He has made of
us, and we must have faith
that we have been made
thus for a higher purpose
than our own reckoning.

by Joseph Klingman

THE THRILL OF AN
UNDOCUMENTED
MEMORY
by Anne Fuller
Maybe you can relate to
feeling torn over wanting
to document those Instagram-worthy moments in
your life versus simply experiencing them. This is the issue I faced this past summer
when I had the opportunity
to fly to Florence, Italy for a
course with Covenant’s Art
Department. Eleven other
Covenant students and I
lived, breathed, and copied
Florentine art for a month.
I fully prepared myself to
be in awe of the works that
I saw, but what I did not prepare myself for was the environment in which I would be
viewing the art.
If you come from a
touristy area, then you will
understand. If not, let me explain: imagine you have been
observing, sketching, and
taking notes on the Primavera by Botticelli for three
hours in a small room. Now
add wave after wave of tourists wielding three-foot long
selfie sticks that, if you are
not careful, will mercilessly
clobber you upside the head.
Imagine that while you are
sketching, you suddenly find
cameras thrust over your
notebook,
documenting
your amateur documentation of the real work right in
front of you.
When you stand in
one place for an extended
period of time, you begin to
notice the speediness with
which museumgoers breeze
through galleries, snapping
photos of every artwork they
pass. Certainly there is merit in documenting your experiences and sharing them
with friends. Even selfies
(appropriately referred to
as self-portraits) have a rich
history of self-expression in
art history. A famous Dutch
painter, whom you may

know as Rembrandt, produced close to one hundred
self-portraits which simultaneously reveal his changing
psyche over his lifetime and
were a convenient method
for him to refine his skill.
However, let us unpack this idea: what are the
true motives for this obsessive practice of capturing
fleeting moments in our
lives? I had hoped to engage
meaningfully with the art
rather than view it through
the lens of a camera. Granted, the state of my grades
helped me to curb the urge
of taking out my phone in
the Botticelli room.
Additionally, I was
discouraged by the sensible voice of Professor Kayb
(of the Covenant Art Department) asking why anyone would take a poorly lit
photograph in a room full
of people when you could
“just buy a postcard.” I had
to remind myself that I was
there for the art, and not the
event of seeing the art itself.
Studies reveal that taking
pictures of the artworks versus actually viewing them
will decrease your memory
of them, reports Stephanie
Rosenbloom for the New
York Times.
Seeing as this is an
opinions article, my opinion
is that you should let life pass
you by. Allow yourself to feel
the unique and fleeting emotions that come with each
passing moment. I am by no
means innocent of obsessive
documentation; far too often
I kill the very moment I’m
trying to eternalize because
I have anxiety over how it
will appear to my peers. I
think there’s something
thrilling about relying only
on your memories of events,
they become like stories
and legends. Rosenbloom
says it best, “And there is
relief—and dare I say pleasure—in letting a moment
go undocumented, in deciding to be there instead
of proving you were there. I
think it’s called living.”

