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Earthquake in Nepal

Goodbye,
Theatre Major

BY GARRETT SISSON

BY JAMISON SHIMMEL

The 109th Tennessee General
Assembly adjourned on Wednesday,
April 22, ending this year’s legislative
session. This year the General
Assembly, composed of the 132
members of the state’s Senate and
House of Representatives, has voted
on over 1400 bills since their first
regular meeting on Jan. 17. Last week,
they voted on many of their most
significant changes to state policy, and
notably approved a plan to develop
new K-12 education standards.
At Governor Haslam’s re-inauguration on Jan. 17, he stated, "I think that
every governor for the last 100 years
has said that education would be a
priority ... but for too long Tennessee
has remained near the bottom of state
rankings in academic achievement.
Let's seize on this momentum and
on the hard work of our teachers and
students to continue the progress that
we are making."
Haslam instituted a review of the
current 2010 Common Core Math and
Language programs in October, and
since then, the state government has
collected more than 80,000 comments
in public feedback through their website. The new bill builds on the two
existing review committees selected
by the Board of Education by adding
a third, ten-person panel appointed by

taineering states that a “huge
block of ice” was dislodged,
causing an avalanche. Around
1,000 climbers were present
at the base and, so far, at least
17 people were killed by the
avalanche and 61 have been
reported injured. Among those
who died were Google executive
Dan Fredinburg and Marisa Eve
Girawong, a doctor for Madison
Mountaineering’s US base.
Other countries were also
affected by the earthquake,
such as India, Bangladesh,

Last week, an email sent by Jeff
Hall, Vice President of Academic
Affairs, shocked many by
announcing the elimination of
Covenant’s theatre major and
a subsequent change in the
configuration of the program. Hall
wrote, “Effective immediately, the
department is no longer accepting
any new declarations of [theater]
majors. Students currently enrolled
in the program will be able to
complete all of the requirements
and will graduate with a theatre
major if they so choose. The
faculty and administration hope to
have a recommendation ready by
the fall board meeting in October.”
Yesterday, prior to the campuswide announcement, a private
meeting was held for students
involved in the department. In
this meeting the administration
explained the decision and
answered questions from those
directly affected by the decision.
In regards to the future of
theatre at Covenant College, Hall
believes that the program will most
likely revert to its status prior to
being a major: a concentration
under the English department.
Hall argued that with this form
of the program “you’re still able
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BY MISHEA'LA RUSSELL
An earthquake with a magnitude of 7.9 hit the country of
Nepal on Saturday, April 25 at
11:56 a.m. GMT. By Monday,
April 27 the total death toll
reached over 3,700 people,
with an estimated 6,500 people
injured.
According to the U.S.
Geological Survey, the center
of the earthquake was near
Lamjung, which is located 50
miles northwest of Kathmandu,
Nepal’s capital. This has been
the biggest earthquake Nepal
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has had in over 80 years. On the
day it hit, a police spokesman
said that within the Kathmandu
Valley, 634 people had been
found dead with at least 300
more dead in the capital itself.
Because there are other remote
villages that have not received
relief since the earthquake
on Saturday, the death toll is
expected to increase.
This natural disaster not only
affected the Kathmandu valley
area, but also a base in Mount
Everest, where Madison Moun-
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Trafficking Bill
This week, after belabored weeks
of discussion, the U.S. Senate
chose not to look the other way
in regard to one of America's
forms of modern day slavery—sex
trafficking.
The Justice for Victims of
Trafficking Act of 2015 passed in
a unanimous vote of 99-0 on the
Senate floor this past Wednesday,
April 22. According to Congress.
gov, the act amends the former
Trafficking Victims Protection
Act of 2000 by expanding
provisions for rescued victims
and increasing functionality of
current laws. Additionally, the act
provides federal funding for sex
trafficking victim rehabilitation
groups, law enforcement training,
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BY KRISTIE JAYA AND MORGAN BARNEY
and furthered prosecution for
perpetrators.The act will grant
the desperately needed funding to
safe home efforts as well, as the
space for rescued victims is slim
at best. Rescued victims will also
receive affirmative defense which
allows them the chance to testify
against their traffickers in court.
Supporters of the bill were
relieved as this bill has taken
quite an atypical route to passage:
the Washington Post reported that
most of the tension in the Senate
swirled around what Democrats
alleged was "a subtle expansion
of long-term federal abortion
restriction" within the act.
Without compromising the
abortion issue, a select group

of Congressmen pressed still
managed to pass the act without
provisions of federal funding
for abortion. This act will put
backing to the statements made
by legislators for the past years.
Congressman Mark Walker has
served as one of the main supporters of this bill as he passed
similar legislation in North
Carolina earlier this year. The
Justice for Victims of Trafficking
Act incorporates language from
Walker’s own bill, the Human
Trafficking Detection Act of
2015, which was passed without
opposition in January.
Congressman Walker expressed
his conviction in a challenge to
lawmakers, “We took an oath

promising to protect the people
of this great country, and I am
convinced that part of this high
calling is protecting those who
are victims of human trafficking."
Minority Leader Harry M. Reid
(D-Nev.) said that the agreement
between Republicans and Democrats “is really good news.” As
reported by Washingtonpost.com,
Reid said, “This compromise is
evidence that when Republicans
and Democrats sit down together
and work toward a solution, great
things can happen. The Senate
needs more of this.”
The IJM Club on Covenant’s
campus provided the opportunity
for students to voice their support
for the act through the Polaris

Project Petition. These signatures
called for Congress' immediate
attention to the proposed bill. By
the IJM club taking the simple
step of amassing signatures, these
efforts have made a real-world
impact.
Implementation of the bill will
likely take place gradually over
the next few months, but the
conversation in Washington is no
longer empty words and faulty
promises. Instead of days passing
due to argumentation, the trafficked will receive the assistance
they desperately need coming out
of such darkness.

Earthquake in Nepal CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Pakistan, and China’s region
of Tibet. 61 people were
counted dead in India and 25
people were killed in Tibet.
The damage to Kathmandu
is severe. There have been
several aftershocks, leaving
the Nepalese who have been
displaced fearful of continuous
damage and injury. The largest
aftershock (at a magnitude of
6.7) occurred on Sunday, April
26, and four large aftershocks
followed throughout the night
and into Monday morning.
According to Ek Narayan
Aryal, Kathmandu’s chief
administrator, “There have been
nearly 100 earthquakes and
aftershocks, which is making
rescue work difficult. Even the
rescuers are scared and running

because of them.”
Despite being influenced
by the earthquake, India,
China, and Pakistan were the
first nations to respond with
efforts of relief for Nepal, with
military cargo planes landing in
the small Kathmandu airport.
However, it has been difficult
for the airport to deal with
both relief and civilian planes
coming in.
About $70,000 in supplies
has been sent from the United
States Department of Defense,
along with 45 tons of cargo
and 70 personnel including a
USAID disaster response team,
the Fairfax County urban search
and rescue team, and several
journalists. According to Aryal,
tents and water were distributed

to the homeless on Monday in
10 different locations within
Kathmandu.
The government of Kathmandu has declared a weeklong
period of recovery, for although
there are groups assisting in
relief, there are still shortages
of food and water and the sick
and injured are not in ideal
environments to get well.
Reporter Thomas Bell
states,“Despite the turmoil at
the airport, more aid is arriving.
The difficulties are great. The
coming hours and days are
the critical time to put all this
expertise, resources and experience into action. ... It is in the
aftermath of such a disaster that
the worst crisis can arise.”
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Faculty Quote of the Week
“I grew up in a town with 500 people, including dogs.”
-Dr. Finch
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The Verdict
Yes, it's almost summer
No, we won't missing
writing verdicts over the
summer
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Tennessee State Legislature
the governor and both speakers of
the General Assembly. In two years,
the combined group will report their
findings and officially propose new
recommendations to the State Board
of Education for the 2017-2018
school year.
The expanded review measures
were part of a compromise proposed
by House Representative Bill
Spivey, in order to pacify Assembly
members with strong opposing
opinions on Common Core. Though
the bill passed unanimously in
the House and was approved
27-3 in Senate, critics note that it
doesn’t specify how substantial the
proposed changes will need to be.

Outside their work on education
reform, this year’s Tennessee
lawmakers were fruitful. The General
Assembly approved a budget of $33.8
billion for the upcoming year, fulfilling
their requirement outlined in the
Constitution. Among the most pivotal
bills passed were the new restrictions
on Tennessee’s abortion clinics, which
require women to wait 48 hours
before getting an abortion and receive
counseling detailing the procedure’s
risks and alternatives. Additionally,
all clinics must now be state-licensed
and are subject to inspection. Another
state-wide change came with the controversial “Guns in Parks” bill, which
prevents local authorities from banning

Theatre Major
to get a pretty decent theatre
education.” While this may be
true, current theatre students
are asking if a “pretty decent”
education is going to be enough
to meet their needs and satisfy
their educational expectations.
As rising senior Emma Shope
notes, “It’s frustrating for me
mostly because there are several
of us trying to do our SIPs next
year and that’s going to look a lot
different than we were planning
on...because we won’t have the
resources that we would have
had. We will not have the budget
to do the musical, which is what I
wanted to do for my SIP.”
Hall explained there will
be a cut in some of the more
technical training courses under
the major, but defended the
decision by explaining, “There
will be specific communications
or theatre courses about the
production side of things. There
are courses about the literature of
theatre…that would blend more
into the new concentration. We’ll
lose some [training], some of the
theatre courses won’t be there in
order to have a concentration, but
we’ll try to leave the heart of the

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

firearms in public parks, except when
being utilized for school activities. Gov.
Haslam officially signed this bill into
law on Apr. 24. The General Assembly
also unanimously passed a bill to allow
cannabis oil to be used in treating
seizures and epilepsy.
The 109th Tennessee General
Assembly featured some significant
rejections as well. Gov. Haslam’s
“Insure Tennessee” health care
expansion was rejected twice, once
in February and again at the end of
March. The proposal would have
potentially expanded federally-funded
programs like Medicaid to about
280,000 additional low-income Tennessee residents. Despite doing well

in lower tiers and the House, a motion
to make the Bible Tennessee’s official
state book was defeated by Senate
amidst criticism that it would be
disrespectful to the book’s holy nature.
The bill was sent back to a committee
for potential review next year.
“We’ve just witnessed a session
of success,” said Ryan Haynes,
Republican Party Chairman, after
the Assembly closed. “Whether it is
the conservative fiscal stewardship
of our state, educational reforms that
keep us on the path of achievement,
or a number of bills to enhance the
freedom Tennesseans expect—our
state is moving ahead.”

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

program there.”
For the department itself, the cut
came as a surprise. “I have to be
honest and say that I was disappointed, confused, and saddened
when I found out the college had
decided to cut the theatre major
as an option for study,” said
Professor Deborah Kirby, head of
the theatre department. “I choose
to respect and support the decision
of the administration. I rest in the
certainty that the God that we serve
is sovereign over everything.”
The decision making process
did not involve open dialogue
between administration and the
department. The reason for this
was an administrative one. Hall
explained, “Challenges and
involvement have been discussed
for years, however the decision to
put it under administrative review is
an administrative decision, but both
Hallstrom and Kirby were informed
of the decision.”
However, theatre professors
Hallstrom and Kirby report being
left out of the discussion to place
the department on review. Kirby
stated, “I only heard about the
possibility of [the dropping of the
major] happening for the first time

two weeks ago.” Hallstrom adds,
“I was completely surprised. They
may have been thinking about it
for a while…but I went into one
meeting expecting one thing and
came out having learned another…I
just found out about this last week.”
A great deal of the theatre department’s frustration seems to lie in the
stated reasoning for eliminating the
theatre major. While the department
is indeed the smallest at Covenant,
their growth the past two and a half
years has been visible.
Hallstrom said, “In some ways
it’s not wise to compare us to a low
overhead academic department,
like Biblical Studies. It would
make more sense to compare us
to the sports programs. Because
[administration] is looking at how
many majors do we have and
does it justify the cost of running
a program. Well, as far as I know
there are no baseball majors on
campus...There are many students
outside of the major involved, it is
a recruitment tool, it’s just that no
one is writing the numbers. We have
dozens and dozens and dozens of
students who work here even if they
aren’t declared majors or minors.”
Building on Hallstrom’s senti-

ment Kirby observed, “I think that
the possibility of only offering
a theatre minor, or theatre as a
concentration within another
department, counters the forward
momentum the department has
had over the past three years. I am
worried this could be interpreted
by the students as a lack of support
from the college for this art form.”
While the situation is not ideal,
the theatre department certainly
isn’t calling it quits. The department’s Technical Director Amy Sue
Upton said, “I do not know if our
shows will be scaled back due to
budget, so that might change what
our sets can look like, and what
our costumes can look like. But in
some ways I’m not really worried
about it, because I think we can still
make great shows, even under the
budget pressure we might have.”
Hallstrom adds, “Though I am
mourning, I am trying to remember
that grumbling, in the midst of that,
is not a Christian option. But that
doesn’t mean that in the meantime
we can’t be asking some questions
and giving appropriate pushback.”

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Emmett Gienapp at emmett.gienapp@covenant.edu.
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SIX WORD
STORY

I was
6'5" at
fourteen.
Yeah.
- Ray Padron
Yes, we just combined a 6-word
with another faculty quote. Get
over it.

THE BAGPIPE

Senior SIP Series
After producing Covenant’s first
New Play Festival as one of the
last Theatre graduates, Nina
Brock says that the stage has
taught her invaluable lessons in
leadership, vision, and illumination.
At first, Brock was apprehensive about adopting Deborah
Kirby’s brain-child, becoming
fully responsible for orchestrating
the event. “It was a huge learning
experience,” she said, “especially
since I would not typically refer to
myself as a leader.”
Last fall, she selected 10
submissions and began mulling
over the logistics with Kirby. This
semester, she selected directors, directing them with email
announcements and acting tips.
“Through it all, I learned how
to lead people well, which was
really humbling,” she said. “In
the realm of the arts, the artist is
so in love with their work, it is
difficult to come in and tell them
what to do and how I want things
done.” Despite these difficulties,

Ed Sheeran
As his world tour continues to
play sold-out stadiums in Brazil
and the USA, yet another single
from Ed Sheeran’s latest album, x
(pronounced multiply), is slated
to be released soon. The British
singer announced April 22 via
Twitter that “Photograph” will
be the fifth radio single from the
album.
“Sing,” the album’s lead
single, was released more than
a year ago, on April 7, 2014.
Since then, Sheeran has proved
to be tough competition to fellow
artists: Sheeran won both British
Male Solo Artist and Best Album
with x at the 2015 Brit Awards on
February 25. His nominations for
the 57th Annual Grammy Awards
included Album of the Year,
Best Pop Vocal Album, and Best
Song Written for Visual Media,
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she enjoyed “getting to work with
my peers” and watching the dream
take on flesh. “Every theatre
production has a vision and to
make it come to life, it needs a
producer,” she said. “It is really
fun being part of the process and
seeing the final product.”
While she doesn’t think she
will produce again, Brock aspires
to take the acting skills she has
acquired to Hollywood. “To
transform the heart of the media,
we have to work to transform
the hearts of the people in the
media,” she said. “In a world that
is so impacted by the media, it
is important to have Christians
working in the industry, shining
God’s light from the inside.”
“However, in order to do so, we
must be equipped,” she said., “I
wish Covenant would realize what
an impact this department has not
just on students, but also society
as a whole.”
Today, homosexuality is at
the fiery forefront of contraversy

plaguing the modern church.
Biblical studies major, Gordon
Carpenter tackles this touchy
issue head on in his SIP, “Holy,
Homo, or Hetero: A Gracious and
Truthful Defense of the Traditionally Held View of Homosexuality.”
Carpenter stands firm
in the belief that homosexual
marriage should not be condoned
by the church, despite the overwhelming flow of cultural currents
towards universal acceptance.
He says, “There is an increasing
push for tolerance in both secular
and Christian society, where sin is
imposing your views on someone
else.”
In his research paper and SIP
defense, Carpenter supported his
claims with Biblical references
and the PCA’s orthodox views on
homosexual union. As stated by
the PCA, “Homosexual practice
is sin…[but] Just as with any
other sin, the PCA deals with
people in a pastoral way, seeking
to transform their lifestyle through
the power of the gospel as applied

by the Holy Spirit.”
Carpenter, however, acknowledges that in the church, there are
“people sitting behind the right
doctrine, excusing it to mistreat
a minority group.” Furthermore,
this minority takes a distinct and
dear face for him, as “I have some
very close friends and family
members who…are openly and
actively gay. It has always been
something that has been on my
heart.”
After weighing these
conclusions, Carpenter determined that while the Church
should not be swayed by the
current cultural trends of acceptance and ambivalence, it should
correct homosexual relations in
love. In his future position as a
youth pastor in San Diego, he will
disclose his views on homosexual
relations as “a personal, pastoral
plea for people I know struggling.”
“Any time we enact
doctrine,” he says, “it should be
through grace and truth.”

According to Sheeran, who
said he wrote hundreds of potential songs for the album, cutting
the track list down to just fifteen
songs was an enormous task. After
working with the master list for
almost two years, Sheeran said
that being in the studio to record
the final fifteen songs gave the
songs a “raw and interesting”
sound at a moment when he was
beginning to tire of them.
x is pleasing to listen to and
offers a variety of sounds and
styles to appeal to multiple tastes.
The album is primarily acoustic,
but Sheeran himself describes
it as “a neo-soul-funk record.”
Sheeran’s crooning romanticizes
his rollercoaster love life and will
leave you in a contemplative yet
happy mood.
He brings his diary of love sto-

ries to life with powerful imagery
and descriptive lyrics. “Don’t”
vocalizes Sheeran’s struggle to
find direction in a deteriorating
relationship. “Bloodstream” is a
vulnerable glimpse of Sheeran’s
alcoholism and loneliness.
“Thinking Out Loud,” the final
track on the standard album, even
touches on spiritual themes and
our own brokenness: “I'm thinking 'bout how people fall in love
in mysterious ways / Maybe it's
all part of a plan / I'll just keep
on making the same mistakes /
Hoping that you’ll understand.”
If you haven’t listened to x yet,
give it a try. Even if you aren’t a
Sheeran fan, you’ll likely enjoy
at least one song on the album.
Giving the full deluxe edition a
spin will allow you to experience
the artistry and flow of the album;

if you’d rather listen song-bysong, “Sing,” “Runaway,” and
“The Man,” will give you an idea
of Sheeran’s variety.
As the x World Tour progresses,
Sheeran is sure to continue
composing authentic and thoughtful songs for his next album.
Maybe he’ll be writing another
song with a homemade whiskeybottle guitar in a hotel room, or
violently scribbling lyrics about
the memory of an ex-girlfriend;
such unparalleled writing ability
is doubtless why x continues to
top charts and gather awards. It’s
clear that Ed Sheeran can create
and perform quality music, and
I’ll definitely be on the edge of my
seat until I can purchase his next
album.

BY ZACH JONES

although Sheeran failed to pick
up a trophy for any of these.
x has received countless
accolades and chart-topping
statistics around the globe since
its release. OfficialCharts.com
places the album as the 2nd-best
selling album of both 2014 and
2015 to date globally. Additionally, Spotify named Sheeran the
most-streamed artist in the world
last year, garnering more than 860
million streams in 2014.
Sheeran collaborated with
multiple producers and fellow
artists, including Pharrell
Williams, Johnny McDaid, and
Foy Vance, to create the set of
tracks that comprise x. A total of
seven producers contributed to
the album, which was recorded in
Los Angeles with producer Rick
Rubin.
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Cultural Clash at the Hunter
Combining traditional Japanese
woodblock prints with American street art, Gajin Fujita
leads viewers into a hybridity
of Japanese and American
visual culture. Where graffiti artists have often been
overlooked by art historians,
this curated show of some
of Fujita’s wood panels have
found their way into the upper
room of the Hunter Museum
of American Art. Not your
traditional oil paintings, these
works combine the Japanese
tradition of wood block with
a western contemporary pop
style. Using markers, spray
paint over precious metalleafed backdrops, Fujita’s
works’ larger than life scale
brings viewers into a clash
between eastern and western
cultures, employing a delinquent style of art making.
Fujita begins the work with
collaboration, laying down
gold, silver, and platinum
leaf with the help of friends
and then “tagging” them
with cultural references and
catchphrases. He invites and
encourages participation in the
initial stages, and only begins
to guide the making process
with the multilayered printing
techniques he uses overtop the
bottom layer. His technique
involves painstakingly-created

ARTS 5

stencils to place the main
figures, details, and titles. The
stencils allow for precision in
the paint application and allow
for a process that references
Japanese woodblocking. The
images are layered with some
covered by a build-up of paint,
while others remain in tact.
The paintings are finished with
a gold leafing on the edges and
a final clear coat to seal in the
layers of paint.
Japanese woodblock artists created brightly colored
images using multiple blocks
that are overlayed with bright
colors and fit together to form a
cohesive whole. Fujita specifically references the Ukiyo-e
prints from the Edo period in
Japanese history. Ukiyo-e can
be translated most closely to
“pictures of the floating world”
and were made predominantly
in the seventeenth through
the nineteenth centuries. The
prints make use of themes such
as transitory beauty through the
portrayal of fleeting, modern
spectacle. These prints most
often feature themes of beautiful women, sumo-wrestlers,
and kabuki actors along with
folklore and history scenes.
Fujita makes use of these same
subjects, however displaces
them in the Los Angeles
landscape and surrounds them

with graffiti. The use of text
is important to these images,
working not to tell but to give
stylistic context to the forms.
Fujita’s Clash of the Titans
combines these formal elements to communicate the
ongoing cultural encounters
between eastern and western
perspectives. The panel features a dragon and tiger about
to strike. While both animals
are revered in traditional Asian
culture, the tiger tended to
represent the West as a creature of the earthly realm, while
the dragon, emerging from
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imagination and mythology,
was associated with the East.
The clash can be read as a
standoff between Fujita’s own
Japanese-American heritage,
but it can also be read as a
fight between east and west
coast graffiti artists and their
differing styles of art.
Another interesting choice
within Fujita’s work is his
portrayal of female characters.
Where women in Ukiyo-e
Japanese woodprints were
geishas and painted for their
beauty only, Fujita’s warrior
women are powerful while

Photo by huntermuseum.org

still referencing their geisha
heritage in hairstyle and clothing. These powerful women are
no longer relegated to mere
entertainment for men or as
stand-ins for abstract nationalism, but serve to protect and
defend honor like their male
counterparts.
Fujita’s work will be on
display through June 7 at the
Hunter Museum of American
Art. First Sunday of the month
is coming up this week, where
the special exhibit will be open
free of charge.
Photo by LALouver.com

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.
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Simpler Joys
Nursing homes, to me, are
incredibly depressing. My great
grandmother, affectionately
called “Mamaw,” lived to be 94
years old, and, as a Christian,
was thankful for all God had
done in her life and the experiences he used to bring him glory
through her. But she still hated
her time in the nursing home—
for good reasons. The elderly
are seldom visited, the people
around them are dying, and many
of the people they’ve known most
of their lives are dead or dying.
They’re at the end of their lives;
it’s depressing.
I find nursing homes difficult
to visit, in all honesty, because
they are distinct reminders of the
shortness of our lives, the change
we can go through, and the
possibility that someday we too
could be there. The inevitability
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of this progression through life
led explorers like Ponce De Leon
on dangerous trips in hopes of
finding the Fountain of Youth.
Ezekiel Emanuel wrote an
article for The Atlantic entitled,
“Why I Hope to Die at 75,”
explaining that while “death
deprives us of all the things we
value... living too long is also
a loss.” He bases his argument
on the idea that productivity of
people essentially ends around
60-70 years old. This is shortly
after their last real productive
“contribution” to society and
others, and shortly before mental
and physical functions begin
to slow. After all, living to be
75 helps us avoid living in the
depressing halls of the nursing
home with the feeble, the ineffectual, and the dying.
This idea measures the value

of life by productivity, which is
not at all how God defines our
value. Emanuel’s utilitarian
mindset gives legitimacy to the
rationale of wanting to avoid the
years past 75. Those final years,
to Emanuel, scream nothing
but mental and physical deterioration, manifested in nursing
homes.
An article by Jonathan Rauch
- again in The Atlantic - explains
the reasons for mid-life crisis
by referring to the “U-Curve
of happiness”— an emotional
parabola measuring the trends of
happiness through life. The curve
descends around the late teenage
years, turns around at the age 50,
and picks up steam at age 75.
This curving progression of
happiness through life is evident.
As a child, we take joy in the
simple, beautiful things of life

like bubbles, dandelions, and
playgrounds. At the end of our
lives, as the older generation, we
find joy in the younger people
around us, primarily our grandchildren. Mostly separated from
the stresses of work and everyday
life, grandparents return to the
simplistic joys of life.
As Christians, our greatest joy
can be found in looking back on
how God has worked, seeing how
God is working now, and looking
forward to what God has in store
(whether that’s your graduation
or your eternal life with God after
death). Notice a trend? It’s God.
I believe my great-grandmother
understood that well.
God’s constant work in our
lives does not mean we should
like the nursing home. Mamaw
certainly didn’t. At its core,
it is a depressing place. But

we can draw a valuable lesson
from Emanuel’s article, from the
U-curve of happiness, and from
nursing homes.
I recommend that we never
lose grasp of the simple joys in
life. As we grow older and move
closer towards the golden years,
we should remember that each
moment and interaction in our
life is an opportunity to grow
more and more like Christ. As
seniors move out of their college
years (or into more college years)
and as we move farther down the
U-curve of happiness, we need
to make sure we don’t agonize
over current and future sufferings—we might miss the simpler
joys. Don’t forget that God can
work anything for good. Trust in
Christ’s promises, like Joshua 1:9
and John 15:10-11.
Abby's grandma, Photo by Abby Whisler
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Give Christian Art a Chance
Last week, the Bagpipe published an article by Kristie Jaya
which argued that we should
support “Christian entertainment” despite its flaws, because
if we “give it a chance,” it might
improve. This is actually an
argument I’ve heard many times
before, and I’m starting to get
tired of it. Here’s why.
This argument operates under
a very narrow definition of
“Christian entertainment” – that
is, mainstream contemporary
Christian movies, novels,
music, etc. These are the sort
of squeaky-clean products
endorsed by Focus on the Family
and sold at your local Christian
book store. There’s nothing
inherently wrong with these
things (I grew up with Veggie
Tales, too!), but it’s hardly the
only art that’s being produced
by Christians right now. And
honestly, if somebody has the
time and money to make a poor
film, they don’t need “support;”
they need training, which need
not be acquired by making
another film. There are plenty of
Christian artists who are already
producing good art, but could
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potentially produce more and
better art if they had the same
kind of support. So if you like a
Christian artist, feel free to give
them your money, but you should
never feel obligated to fund a
thing just because it’s made by a
Christian.
“But what other Christian
entertainment is there?” you may
ask. Lots, actually. Christianity
is two millennia old – there
hasn’t exactly been a dearth
of Christian artists since the
days of Christ. Just pick up a
hymnal and you’ll find 800 or
so wonderful Christian songs.
Strangely enough, if you were
to flip through one of those (and
had an encyclopedic knowledge
of composers), it’s quite possible
that you would run into the
names of a few non-Christians
credited with some of the music.
This attests to a strange sort of
paradox: Good Christian art can
actually be made (completely or
in part) by non-Christian artists.
Because if non-Christians can
write beautiful music for Christian lyrics, creating a hymn, why
couldn’t a non-Christian artist
point to Christ in other ways

or forms? This is the “common
grace” that God bestows upon
the artist.
As for contemporary Christian
entertainment, I think Madeline
L’Engle identifies one of its main
problems in her book on faith
and art, Walking on Water: “We
see that wisdom and that awful
grace [of God] in the silence
of the Pièta; in Gerard Manley
Hopkins’ poems; in Poulenc’s
organ concerto; but we do not
find it in many places where
we would naturally expect to
find it. This confusion comes
about because much so-called
religious art is in fact bad art,
and therefore bad religion.” This
is not to say that a Christian
who produces bad art is a “bad
Christian” (God knows we
have enough people bandying
that term about already), only
that the art lacks the truth and
authenticity that is typically
expected of a professional artist
(which is probably what Amanda
Marcotte was so struck by).
Alissa Wilkinson, chief film
critic for Christianity Today, has
some great insights on the subject, particularly in her article
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“Toward a Definition of 'Religious' Cinema” (which should
be required reading if Covenant
ever offers a film criticism class).
She distinguishes between “big
R” and “little r” religious movies, “Religious” movies being
movies which are explicitly
about a particular religion, and
little r “religious” movies being
movies that explore religious
questions, provoking the viewer
to contemplate religious ideas,
without necessarily offering
answers. “The reason I like this
is that ‘Christian movies,’
then, become
movies that
give Christian
answers
to these
questions,”
Wilkinson
writes. “And
similarly,
a movie
would not be
Christian if it
weren’t first
religious.”
Film in
particular is

Lottery Funds in Covenant Scholarships
I think most Christians agree
that gambling is either foolish or
sinful, if not both. The Covenant
College student contract states
that students who gamble may be
subjected to disciplinary action,
and the college’s alliance with
the National Collegiate Athletic
Association stipulates that there
be no betting on the games. Then,
according to Pastor John Piper, it
is poor stewardship of God-given
resources we should be using to
better others and an improper
focus on material wealth. Yet
Covenant’s Help Outstanding
Pupils Educationally (HOPE)
scholarship incorporates lottery
funds. Can this be right?

First, what is the HOPE
scholarship? Beth Bailey, Director of Financial Aid, explains
“The HOPE scholarship is an
academic achievement scholarship that is offered to Georgia
residents…Here at Covenant we
have 150 students who received
a total of $524k in Hope/Zell
Miller [an associate scholarship]
funds…Each…receives around
$4500 in Hope scholarship and
the Georgia Tuition Equalization
Grant.” Dan Wykoff, Vice President for Finance and Operations,
adds that the government, not
Covenant, provides the scholarship—out of tax funds, which
include taxes on the lottery.

If that funding disappeared,
150 excellent students would
probably have to leave Covenant.
In this bad economy, alternate
funding would be hard to find.
The question is, “Should
Covenant not accept students who
require the HOPE scholarship?
Should Covenant reject funds that
stem from the lottery?” Since the
HOPE scholarship is made up
of tax funds and governmentally
administered to students who
seek the scholarship, the college
may not choose what the scholarship includes. Covenant therefore
violates no policy and does not
express support for gambling by
accepting these funds. So, no.

Covenant should continue to
accept recipients of the HOPE
Scholarship and not reject funds
that stem so indirectly from the
lottery.
Suppose the school did stop
accepting the HOPE scholarship.
This would not put money back
into the hands of the gamblers,
who are generally pretty poor.
Nor would it make an effective
statement against betting, as the
funds come not from the lottery
but from state taxes on the lottery.
And the lottery should be taxed,
like any other business; if it were
not, more lotteries would arise,
as the cost of running one would
decrease. To reject lottery funds

a relatively new medium, and
an extremely complex one at
that, requiring many different
skill sets. This is why not many
people set out to create a movie
with only confessing Christians
to draw from, especially since
so few of them actually go to
(secular) film school. To that
extent, I have to hand it to the
people who managed to make
three films that way. But as for
my Christian entertainment, I’ll
stick to Tolkien and Lewis for
now.

BY ELENA FORMAN
that come out of taxes is to reject
lottery taxes, not lottery profits.
Rather than aiding the poor or
promoting Christian attitudes
toward gambling, such rejection
would only make it harder for
150 talented students to receive a
solid Christian education.
By accepting HOPE scholarship funding, Covenant College
does not support gambling,
violates no policy it holds its
students to, or deprive gamblers
in any way. Refusing the funds
would make no useful statement
and instead deny (most probably)
150 gifted pupils the college
education they desire.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Lynae Rockwell lynae.rockwell@covenant.edu.
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Grit and Grace
You may have missed it in the
flurry of activity that is the end
of the semester, procrastination
finally exacting its toll and
finals quickly approaching, but
there was a big game played last
Tuesday night down in Chattanooga. The Covenant club hockey
team skated to a 4-2 victory over
the local “Pucks Anonymous”
club last week to claim the
Chattanooga Hockey League
championship.
The Covenant club team started
out slow this year as they added
new players and looked to find
their rhythm. After the first six
games, the squad had a 1-4-1
record. But the team improved
under the leadership of senior
Nate Groelsema and junior Noah
Dillingham as the season moved
on, winning their final two games
to improve their regular season
record to 3-4-1. Due to bad
weather, quite a few of the regular
season games were rained out,
and the Covenant team finished
the regular season in a tie for
second place.
The Chattanooga Hockey
League has five teams, some
school teams and some local
“house” teams. Covenant’s club
hit their stride heading into the
playoffs and knocked off the competition 6-1 in the semi-finals. In
the championship the Scots faced
off against “Pucks Anonymous,” a
team that beat Covenant twice in
the regular season. The Covenant
squad’s improvement showed in
the finals, however, as the Scots
played their best all-around game
of the season and pulled out a 4-2
win. Covenant got out to a fast
start, going up 2-0. Then Noah
Dillingham finished a two on one
to give the Scots a commanding
3-0 lead. Dillingham would score
once more before the end of the
game, providing the insurance
goal and the 4-2 win for Covenant.
The Covenant College Business
Department was well represented
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also as Dr. Scott Quatro, Professor
of Management, found the back
of the net for a goal earlier in the
game. Dr. Quatro chalked the
championship win up to how hard
the Covenant team competed.
‘We simply outcompeted them,”
said Quatro. “We won most of
the fifty-fifty puck battles and
probably blocked ten plus shots...
that translated into three of our
four goals and held them to zero
goals until the last three minutes
of the game.”
This was the third year for the

Covenant Hockey Club, but this
was the club’s first time winning
the championship. The squad’s
“combination of grit and grace,”
as Quatro put it, was what put
this year’s team over the top and
allowed them to be successful.
The club plays a season each
fall and spring and welcomes
newcomers. The turnout was not
as large this year as in year’s past,
so there is room for new players.
If you are returning to Covenant
next fall, have some hockey experience, and are looking to scratch

the itch of playing hockey even
here in the South, the Covenant
Hockey Club is waiting for you.
Almost everyone on the hockey
team has a good bit of experience,
either playing roller or ice hockey.
However, a developmental league
has recently been created as
part of the Chattanooga Hockey
League, so there is room to join
for those who do not have much of
a hockey resume.
Want to be part of the Covenant
hockey tradition? “If you are
a hockey player and a student

at Covenant College then you
would be CRAZY to NOT join
the club!” says Quatro. “I can
promise you two things: the joy
of playing the greatest game in
God's good creation, and the joy
of brotherhood on the bench and
on the rink. A great combo!” If
you are interested in the Covenant
Hockey Club, contact club
president Noah Dillingham at
noah.dillingham@covenant.edu.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Grace Hooper at grace.hooper@covenant.edu.
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