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Mojo on the Move

Presidential
Candidates

Southern Lit
Conference

BY CARRIE WOODWARD

BY KRISITE JAYA

America’s presidential hopefuls
are gearing up for campaign season
and the 2016 run for president. So
far, the the confirmed candidates
for the 2016 Republican party
nomination are Ted Cruz, Rand
Paul, Marco Rubio, while Hillary
Clinton remains the only confirmed
Democratic candidate for the
presidential nomination.
Former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton announced via video,
“I’m running for president.” Mrs.
Clinton continued, “Americans
have fought their way back from
tough economic times, but the deck
in still stacked in favor of those
at the top. Everyday Americans
need a champion, and I want to be
that champion.” Other potential
candidates for the democratic
nomination include former
governor of Rhode Island Lincoln
Chafee and former U.S. Senator
Jim Webb from Virginia, both of
whom have formed exploratory
committees, and the former
governor of Maryland, Martin
O’Malley.
The Republican contenders for
the party nomination so far are US
Senator Ted Cruz, who posted on
Twitter, “I’m running for president
and I hope to earn your support,”

Having dinner with William
Faulkner or tea with Margaret
Mitchell might be unrealistic,
but running into a prominent
Southern writer in Chattanooga
last weekend was not far-fetched
at all. Chattanooga buzzed with
writers and literary enthusiasts
on April 16 – 18 due to the
Celebration of Southern
Literature. Held by the Southern
Literature Alliance, this event
takes place biennially in April.
The celebration includes panels
and workshops from authors
who are “heavyweights of every
corner of the literary world,” as
Nooga.com reported. The event
also includes other fun events
such as a makeshift bookstore
with books from attending
authors and a community-wide
writing scavenger hunt.
Nooga.com reported that the
main event was at the Tivoli
theatre downtown, with other
conference activities branching out to other venues such
as the new UTC library, the
Chattanooga Public Library,
Bessie Smith Cultural Center,
and so on. Tickets were $50
for access to events at Tivoli
during the day, with additional
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BY CATE FAULL
The local tex-mex restaurant Mojo
Burrito in St. Elmo will be moving
across the
street this spring. The current
location is 3815 St. Elmo Ave.,
Chattanooga, Tenn. The new
location is where Slick’s Burgers used to be at 3950 Tenn. Ave.,
on the hill above Mr. T’s.
Eve Williams, owner of Mojo
Burrito, said last year she had
decided to either move the
St. Elmo location or close it.
Williams said there were two
problems with the current place:
the brand new
AC system was inadequate,
making employees and customers

hot—especially in the summer—and
plans for an apartment complex
in the building adjacent to Mojo
would block access to the
restaurant.
“Mojo was already so hard to
get to. We were struggling with
parking spots,”
Williams said. The current
location has street parking, but no
parking lot.
According to Williams, the
current location does not have a
full kitchen. Food is made at
the Red Bank Mojo and brought
to St. Elmo daily.
Early last year, Williams began
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calling property owners in St.
Elmo. The owner of the old
Slick’s location told her that
Slick’s lease was ending in
August, and the space would
become
available at that time. Williams
decided to move Mojo to that
location.
Williams said Slick’s had
“another concept it was working
on.” The old location was not
suitable to this concept, so
Slick’s is now in the process of
moving to Main Street. Slick’s
asked
Williams for a little more time
in the old space while the Main
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Chattanooga Flood
On Thursday morning, April
16, a flash flood warning was
issued for multiple counties in
the Tennessee valley, including
Hamilton and Marion Counties,
as well as for Dade, Catoosa, and
Walker Counties in Georgia. The
flooding resulted in numerous
road closings, as well as several
scattered power outages.
Downtown Chattanooga was
one of the most heavily affected of
the areas of the Tennessee Valley.
Several roads were closed due to
the volume of water, including
Brainerd Road, Cummings
Highway, 3rd Street, 23rd Street,
and East Main Street. Cummings
Highway in particular proved
treacherous for motorists, as
several cars were reported to be
stranded in that area.
Hamilton County Schools

VOLUME 61.25

BY CAROLYN WALTERS

canceled all afternoon and
evening activities in response
to the flooding, and a number of
other local organizations followed
suit. Property damage was also
reported, with businesses sporting
outdoor components being hit the
hardest. The Kandy Kastle Day
Care, which holds its programs
on the property of the Friendship
Community Church, told the
Chattanooga Times Free Press
that it estimated nearly $3,500
worth of damages.
Historically, Chattanooga is
no stranger to severe flooding.
In the period between 1867 and
1917, Chattanooga flooded at
least five separate times, with the
Tennessee River frequently rising
well above flood stage. Conditions
were most severe during the 1867
flood, when the river rose to 50

feet, or 28 feet above flood stage.
In response to damage caused
by the floods, city officials
proposed a plan that would
protect the city from that amount
of devastation should a flood
of that magnitude occur in the
future. Rather than erecting dams
in the river, they raised the level
of the streets by nearly an entire
story. Work centered on four
central roads—Market, Broad,
Chestnut, and Cherry—and was
only moderately successful. At
least one Chattanooga Daily
Times editorial from the late
1800s expressed builders'
frustration with the uneven street
levels. “We have hitched up a
corner here, a block there, and a
part of a block yonder,” he writes,
“each bringing a lawsuit for
damage [and] confusing builders

so they cannot tell what height to
put their first floors.”
The project was also only
slightly successful at preventing
flood damage, as yet another flood
in 1917—long after construction
was completed—rose to the
rooftops of many buildings,
destroying businesses and
leaving large numbers of people
homeless. A definitive solution
for the flooding problem was not
found until President Franklin D.
Roosevelt founded the Tennessee
Valley Authority, which commissioned a series of dams to control
the river.
Since the dams were built,
Chattanooga has yet to see the
likes of the 1867 or 1917 floods.
However, last Thursday's flood
was one of the more severe in
recent years. Derek Eisentrout, a

meteorologist with the National
Weather Service, told the
Chattanooga Times Free Press
that the storm was caused by
the convergence of a variety of
factors: “The combination of
a warm southwestern flow of
moisture, plus daytime heating
and an upper-level disturbance,
caused instability, leading to the
heavy storms,” he explained.
Despite the delays and property
damage, no injuries were reported
as a result of the flooding. Chattanooga's sewage and drainage
infrastructure were also undamaged by the deluge. As Justin
Holland, deputy administrator
for Public Works, reported to the
Chattanooga Times Free Press,
“It was just an overwhelming
volume of rain at one time.”

Mojo on the Move CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Street space was under
construction. Williams gave
Slick’s until December so that
construction on the new Mojo’s
could begin.
Mojo’s new location will have
a parking lot with 32 spaces. The
space inside the restaurant will
increase by 35 percent, from just
over 2,000 square feet to about
2,700 square feet, including a
screened-in deck with seating,
said Williams. The new place will
also have a full kitchen. Williams
said she has "surprises up her
sleeve" for the new place.
Along with its own entrance,
the new Mojo’s will also have
direct access from the BI-LO
parking lot, Williams said.

The investment on the move
to the new location is about
$200,000, Williams said.
The contractor for the new
location is Joe Brogdon, and
the architects are Mathis/Ewing
Architects.
“I wish I could give an exact
date [for the opening of the new
Mojo], but all I can give
is the window of spring. We’ve
already been delayed six weeks,
had to get different permits, and
had major setbacks. I don’t dare
give a date. But we’re in the big
construction now,” Williams
said.
According to an employee
at Mojo, new employees have
already been hired for the
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larger location.
Mojo has become a
popular business since Williams
opened it in 2002. “When I first
moved to Chattanooga, I couldn’t
believe there wasn’t a burrito
shop,” Williams said. When she
decided to open Mojo, she said
she “winged it, got lucky, worked
really hard, and never gave up.”
“One thing that leads to our
success is that we are about the
community and for the community. To me that’s success,
not what comes through the cash
register,” Williams said.“I’ve
always believed in real, fresh
food. [At Mojo] we care about the
food we’re serving; we care about
the people we’re serving.”

Faculty Quote of the Week
“Don’t hug me. I’m British.”

- Dr. Haddad
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The Verdict

Candidates

Our prayer to coffee
ratio is unreal these
days.

and US Senators Rand Paul and
Marco Rubio. Former governor
of Florida Jeb Bush and the
former director of pediatric
neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins
Hospital, Dr. Ben Carson,
have also formed exploratory
committees.
As America’s first AfricanAmerican president, Obama
has been a symbol of success
for American minorities, and
now the possibility of Clinton
winning party candidacy and
being the first woman to
enter the presidential race is
signaling a huge achievement
for American women. Clinton
lost the Democratic nomination
to Barack Obama in 2008,
but this time she seems to be
at the forefront of an almost
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
uncontested bid for the party’s
nomination. According to a poll
taken in February by CBS News,
81% of Democrats would consider
voting for her, with only 12% saying
they would not. With the largest
campaign of any candidate so far,
one of Clinton’s main tasks will
overcoming criticism and reassuring voters about her questionable
emailing habits as Secretary of
State.
February’s CBS News poll
revealed Rubio to be the leading
confirmed Republican candidate,
with 37% saying they would
consider voting for him and 43%
needing more information. Rubio’s
competition, Rand Paul, won the
Conservative Political Action
Conference’s straw poll for the
third year in the row, with 25.7%

Southern Lit Conference
fees for workshops during the
pre-celebration, special dinners
with various authors, and other
festivities.
Noteworthy workshops,
according to the event schedule
on southernlitalliance.org,
included “Writing Humorous
Poems & Prose” by Andrew
Hudgins and Jill McCorkle,
“Incorporating Real People into
Fiction” by Allan Gurganus and
Robert Morgan, and “Waxing
Poetic: Constructing Poetry”
by Kate Daniels and Rodney
Jones, all of which happened
during the pre-celebration on
the 16th. A prominent workshop
by Pulitzer Prize winner Marsha
Norman (‘night, Mother) was
canceled due to Ms. Norman’s
health.
Panels included “Books to
Film: Their Role in the Southern Experience” moderated
by Chattanooga Film Festival
Director Chris Dortch, “Women
of the Southern Wild: Enduring
Female Characters in Southern
Literature & Drama” moderated
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of votes.
As party candidates begin to
emerge, many Covenant students
look forward to 2016 as the first
year that they participate in a
presidential election. Sophomore
Josiah Hamernick says that being
at Covenant has solidified his commitment to voting and making his
voice heard on the issues he deems
most important. “After several
economics courses I have learned
to view economic policies in a real
way,” he said, adding, “Through
several Community Development
courses my desire for justice for the
poor and the marginalized has been
solidified.”
According to The Center for
Information and Research on
Civic Learning and Engagement,
only 21.5% of young people aged

18-29 voted in the 2014 midterm
elections. In general, out of those
who did vote, young people showed
a slight preference for Democratic
Congressional candidates over
Republican candidates (55% to
42%). Covenant sophomore Austin
Cantrell was involved with his
town’s election for City Commission, which confirmed to him the
importance of voting. “As young
adults, voting is one of the few
things we can do and be equal in
power to older, wealthier people,”
Cantrell said. “By not taking the
time to simply keep up with current
debates and do personal research
and then voting, many people
our age discard one of their most
valuable means of effecting change
in this country and in this world.”

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

by Jayne Ann Phillips, and other
equally riveting topics. Readings
from Fellowship of Southern
Writers and Fellowship Award
Winners also enlivened the
schedule.
Rhett Reeves, program director
of the Southern Lit Alliance,
said to Nooga.com, “A lot of
what we’re doing this year is
removing the stage. In the past,
it’s been just the Tivoli programming—watching writers read and
listen to them talk on interesting
subjects—but with other events,
we allow people to mingle
and have cocktails with them.
The point is for you to build a
relationship with a writer you
admire." The committee is doing
this by scheduling “a number of
mixers and social events,” Nooga.
com reported.
An ongoing citywide scavenger
hunt was launched at the
conference. Tiny notebooks
were dispersed throughout the
city, and writers in Chattanooga
could locate the journals through
Twitter and Instagram with the

#StoryDropCHA hashtag. If a
participant found a notebook, the
idea is for them to add a single
page to the story. “We’re hoping
that one of our writers will start
the first page of the journal,” said
Reeves. “Hopefully, it will turn
into a community-wide writing
project.”
Bill Skowronnek, who is
leading the idea of StoryDropCHA locally after the Story
Drop Atlanta in 2014, said that
Chattanooga is a great place
for the scavenger hunt to work.

“Chattanooga, in my mind, is
a city that is progressive and
embraces this unique kind
of art and unique way of the
city of expressing itself,” said
Skowronnek in Nooga.com. “We’ll
probably start with two or three
notebooks at different coffee
shops, restaurants, etc.”
Whether or not you missed the
conference, on your next coffee
shop study session, a couple
notebooks might still be around
for you to add to the story.

Photo by southernlitalliance.org

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Emmett Gienapp at emmett.gienapp@covenant.edu.
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SIX WORD
STORY

My
weekend
regret:
missing
Sufjan's
concert.
- Elizabeth Simpson
Submit your own six-word story
to Jamison Shimmel and check
out bagpipeonline.com for more
stories!
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Senior SIP Series
For the past three months, the
campus community remained
peacefully unaware of the lethal
danger spawning in the Jackson Art
Building. Perhaps the demolition
of the near-by Art Barn should’ve
been a sign that the area housed a
biohazard. Perhaps visual art and
pre-nursing student, Meagan Drew
would’ve thought twice before cultivating some of the most rampant and
unanticipated viruses of the past
century—AIDS, Measles, and the
newly discovered Middle Eastern
Respiratory Syndrome.
However, much to the relief of
those who discovered the impending
outbreak, the viruses were put under
containment in the Anna Kresge
gallery since last Wednesday.
Their glycoprotein spikes glisten
threateningly in a riot of glazed
blues, browns, and oranges, but
the approximately baseball-sized
killers— safely locked in clay—are
considered a works of art.
“I hope they can be seen for their
beauty but also respected for the
mass damage that each can inflict on

Broadchurch
On the Jurassic coast of Britain
lies a charming, tight-knit little
town called Broadchurch. But in
the opening scenes of the BBC’s
series of the same name, we learn
that this town is not as blissful as
one might think. After a visually
gripping sequence of what appears
to be a young boy committing
a midnight suicide, the town of
Broadchurch is re-introduced as
an endearing, everyone-knowseveryone kind of community. But
the community has been touched
by death, and the a hellish wave of
accusations that is about to engulf
the citizens begins with the arrival
of Alec Hardy, a well-seasoned
detective sergeant played by none
other than popular British actor
David Tennant. Hardy is brought in
for a number of reasons. The first is
that Broadchurch has never dealt
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the human population,” says Drew.
Drew had always felt at home
in the sciences, but she says that
“making the decision to major in art
here at Covenant College was one
of the most difficult choices I have
ever made. It was something I never
fully understood and was completely
terrifying and exhilarating all at
once.”
Each virus took 10-15 hours
to form out of clay, and 1 hour
overall to glaze and fire the pieces
in the Jackson kiln. She then
photographed each virus and
printed the brilliant images on
Inkjet matte. She says that sciences
and arts “intersect through the
process. Scientists, of course, use
the scientific method, while for
artists, it’s not as obvious, but they
still use a particular process to make
discoveries.” She also explains that
despite the diverse methods we use
to examine our world, “God is the
ultimate Creator—he is the mad
scientist and the creative artist.”
Every second, people feed
themselves on a steady diet of media

input without even questioning
the veracity of the information.
Newspapers, websites, periodicals,
and TV programs are expected to
present the “whole truth and nothing
but the truth,” but, as history/sociology major Ethan Hard discovered
through his SIP on the manipulation
of information in articles printed in
the US during WWI, we should be
wary about the “objectivity” of the
media.
Hard says that during this era,
“crucial military information, or that
which was too critical of the military
and would make the military look
bad was altered or changed” This
was done by journalists who were
forced to manipulate the data or lose
their jobs. In one circumstance,
a submarine naval war between
the Americans and Germans was
covered with radically skewed
figures pointing to an American
massacre, all to boost the “patriotic
fervor” of the home front, the naval
effort, and the submarine building
industry. On top of this, information
from battles across the Atlantic

censored by other nations before
being regurgitated for American
media hubs in an international game
of “telephone.”
During Hard’s New York May
Term last year with Dr. Green’s
Excavating Gotham class, Hard was
introduced to a variety of the historical news outlets including the New
York Tribune, a daily newspaper first
published by pundit Horace Greely
in 1841 and what was to become
Hard’s SIP case study the next
semester. After hours of research,
an enlightening Propaganda class
under Dr. Follett and Dr. Horne,
and a SIP defense before Christmas,
Hard is currently concluding his 25
page research paper on the subject.
Looking back certainly has
implications for the future. He says
that through his project, he realizes
how crucial it is to “think about what
you read. This topic is relevant for
everyone, because many of us will
probably not to listen to the news
and what we read with a critical
mind.”

BY BETH ANN FOGAL

with a murder before. The second
is that Hardy just abandoned a
highly public case in Sandbrook
and needs a place to lie low. The
third is that detective sergeant
Ellie Miller of Broadchurch is just
coming back from a break and
needs some help. The relationship
between these two main characters
is tense to say the least. Hardy
operates systematically while
investigating, and Miller can’t help
but take her personal relationships
with the suspects into account.
Miller’s son was best friends with
the victim, and from the moment
we get that information, the tangled
web of relationships slowly begins
to unravel, with Alec Hardy
tugging at the loose end.
If you’re looking for a relaxing
series, this is not the show for you.
But if you’re into mystery-thrillers

with minimalistic cinematography
and West Country accents, look no
further. The delicacy with which
the story unfolds is intriguing, the
honesty of the acting is arresting,
and the scenery is intoxicating.
The oddness and awkwardness of
some sequences are reminiscent
of Twin Peaks, although it doesn’t
go so far into the characters’
idiosyncrasies, at least not yet.
After the end of series one, I was
unsettled, left knee-deep in a
pool of uneasiness, desperate to
dive further but uncertain of what
I might find. Regardless of my
desires, series two of Broadchurch
is not yet available to stream on
any Covenant-approved websites.
It began airing on BBC America on
March 4th, though, and I’m looking
forward to the day I can add it to
my Netflix queue.

Interesting in Joining
the Bagpipe Staff Next Year?
Do you love The Bagpipe? Are you excited
about writing, editing, or design? We are currently hiring for several staff positions including: Opinions' Editor, Sports' Editor, Layout
Editor, Photo Editor, Staff Writers, and Distribution.
For more informtaion go to
http://www.bagpipeonline.com/get-involved
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Play Festival
In lieu of a spring musical
this year, Covenant’s Theatre
department presented the New
Play Festival, a collection of
ten student-written plays, each
ten minutes in length. The
Festival was presented this
weekend with performances on
Thursday and Friday nights, as
well as a matinee performance
on Saturday. Preparation for the
production began in October
with the reading of proposed
plays, and the festival was put
on entirely by students. Senior
Nina Brock produced the event
as a part of her SIP, and while
she enjoyed the endeavor she
found it challenging as well.
Brock states, “producing the
New Play Festival was a very
long and grueling process...

ARTS 5
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Overall, producing was a really
fun, yet very difficult task that
helped me grow in many ways...I
have realized that this job isn’t
for everyone. Although it was
a great experience, if given the
opportunity to produce again,
I would most likely not accept.
All that to say, I am honored to
have had the opportunity to work
with so many great people.” The
theme of the festival this year
was “returning home” and the
most interesting part of the show
was seeing the ways that the
different playwrights interpreted
this theme.
To illustrate the variety of
interpretation, Molly Holleran’s
Ten Years in Ten Minutes was
a ten-minute speed-through
version of the Odyssey. This

related to the theme because
the Odyssey is, of course, all
about Odysseus returning home.
Silhouettes by Casey Williams
explored one woman’s experience
with voices in her head, opening the scene with the voices
shouting, “We’re home!” Erika
Sickler’s The Curse of the Cherokee was a spoof on the horror
genre with a couple experiencing
strange happenings after moving
into a new home. The dark, serious play The Abbot’s Confessor
by Tim James presented the story
of a monk returning to his former
monastery.
The set for the show
was minimal with a few black
backboards and various black set
pieces such as tables, chairs, and
stools. Similar to the techniques

of black box theatre, each scene
made creative use of these
sparse set pieces, moving them
around to create houses, apartments, or other settings. One
of the most creative uses of the
stage was in Silhouettes, where
characters were backlit behind
a curtain to literally become
silhouettes. Props were used, but
also minimally. The costumes,
while not lavish, were detailed in
a way that stood out against the
spare background. Ranging from
togas to modern attire, costuming
played a major role in providing
a unique look to each play.
The festival was a great
idea for an alternative to the
spring musical, but there was a
lack of polish and shine to the
festival that a full play or musi-

cal would typically have. The
festival included multiple new
actors, and many scenes suffered
from weak acting, particularly
plays that touched on heavy
material. This was not the case
across the board, however, with
many scenes bringing loud
laughter and applause from the
audience. Additionally, as the
festival was directed primarily
by students there was room for
improvement in blocking and
other directorial decisions. If
the festival becomes an annual
event, hopefully the production
value and skill in performance
will increase, but still the event
was an admirable and entertaining new venture for Covenant’s
Theatre department.

Directors for the New Play Festival, Photo by Heather Harper

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.
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Our Poverty of Purity
I have recently been reflecting on
the spiritual formation I experienced in my high school youth
group. I want to share how our
views on purity may have set us
up to fail in dealing with sexual
brokenness. Simply put: The
thoughts and attitudes of contemporary church culture toward
purity are inadequate. There are
two primary viewpoints: flippancy
and hyper-purity, both of which
cause harm in our community.
Many of us remember well
the days of youth group purity
talks, those awkward things
where every guy has a sudden
interest in studying the floor or
the all-girl purity-and-pancakes
sleepover. Even our man-night
was supposed to be about purity
(although we ended up talking
more about red meat and sports).
A lot of well-meaning Christian
leaders poured into our lives
with godly motivation. But then
we arrive here at Covenant,
trying to be open and foster
community, and we don’t have
categories for dealing with the
sexual brokenness that is present
on our campus. In that sense,
our (limited) views of purity are
hurting one another.
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There is a real attitude of
flippancy. If we talk about
purity on a very surface level,
it doesn’t sink in and reach the
heart. We have thrown around
purity without ever stopping to
think about what it means. Our
vague notion of purity was only
related to premarital sex. As long
as we didn’t have sex, “purity”
described our lives. Yet we all
knew who had slept together last
Friday and we still sat in our
Christian circles chanting purity.
How is this flippancy an adequate
treatment of purity?
It would seem a more sober
attitude is necessary, but I
have seen real harm from that
attitude as well. Sex becomes
the unforgivable sin. Praise the
Lord if you can keep from it, but
what happens when people fail?
The youth groupers don’t have an
answer besides ostracizing those
who should feel the most love.
If purity is only sex, then “they”
lost it and purity is unrecoverable. Are believers who aren’t
virgins Class-B Christians? If not,
then why does it feel like that?
Let me qualify this point by
saying it does matter what we do.
God calls us to sexual purity (1
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Thess 4:3) and we need to trust
that His plan is our path to true
freedom and purity. Yet, no one
can claim perfection in this area.
A deep sexual brokenness lives
here on campus. (If you haven’t
seen it, then you haven’t looked
very hard.) Many of us have
Christ-given repentance and
godly sorrow for our past sins. So,
when we start to be open about
our struggles and past mistakes,
why does it feel like a dichotomy
forms between the “pure” and
“impure”? To be sure, it is a
subtle and tacit distinction, but
it is a reality for those in the
“impure” camp. Here they are,
trying to be open about Christ’s
work, and then suddenly feel
alienated and they feel like all
their motivations are being called
into question. It is hard to be
open if you feel “marked” by your
past impurity. How can we bridge
the gap between our sexual sins
and this sober view of purity,
taught to us by our former youth
groups? Why do those of us who
have fallen feel like “damaged
goods” (as one person described
it to me) when we encounter this
“Christian-ese” version of purity?
l. If our piety disenfranchises

our sisters and brothers in Christ,
we do not grasp what forgiveness
means. Our “Christian-ese” formulations of purity are creating
a hierarchy of Christians in our
community. Those who haven’t
committed those specific sins
place themselves (unintentionally) over those who have fallen to
sexual sins. This hierarchy exists,
so let’s deal with it, please.
Maybe we should re-think our
view of purity. I don’t have the
full answer by any means, but
part of our formulation should
be that Christ is more concerned
with our current purity than our
past failures. We should be, too.
Our sin is not a barrier for Jesus’
relationship with us: it is the very
reason for his work. In the same
way, we can’t let each other’s
sin create barriers between us.
Participating (knowingly or
unknowingly) in such a hierarchy
is a misunderstanding of forgiveness.
Forgiveness means never using
someone’s sin as ammunition
to feed our own superiority
complexes. As one who has been
on both sides of this complex,
I know how much both hurt.
Sexual sin causes deep wounds,

but if you add, on top of that, an
inferiority complex, how can we
begin to live in community? I
think we need to show an attitude
of full inclusion, based simply
on the gospel. But having an
attitude is not enough. Instead,
actually say this to one another.
We all vaguely grasp the gospel,
but when your brother or sister
looks you in the eye and says
“I fully accept you because of
Christ’s work,” that has power.
This is the heart of the gospel. It
simultaneously cuts downs our
notion of superiority and removes
our feelings of inferiority. We
can thank the Lord for grace that
has kept us from more sin, and
be confident in the forgiveness
for our sins. There is no room
to feel superior because we are
accepted by God, based only on
mercy and grace. There is no
room to feel inferior because we
are promised to become New
Creations and to have a “bornagain purity.” The gospel says we
are more loved and accepted than
we can imagine. Maybe on this
issue of sexual brokenness, the
gospel speaks powerfully. Pray
for healing of brokenness in our
community.
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Give Christian Entertainment a Chance
BY KRISTIE JAYA

In a community where we
believe “In All Things Christ
Pre-eminent,” Christian
entertainment getst a bad rap.
We believe in common grace as
one of the reasons The Silence
of the Lambs is an artful movie,
and I have seenmore “not
church approved” movies in
Covenant classes than I have all
my life. We know doing art and
entertainment for the glory of
God doesn’t always mean painting a Thomas Kinkade picture
of perfect houses glowing with
perfect lighting in front of a
perfect sunrise.
So movies like Fireproof
aren’t on everyone’s top list.
And Christian fiction novels,
especially the contemporary
ones with Amish buggies on the
cover, are practically nonexistent in our summer reads
radar. The same thing goes with
Christian music. “I don’t have
anything against it,” we say,
“It’s just not… good.”

In “Christian entertainment
is destined to be boring,”
published in rawstory.com,
Amanda Marcotte argued that,
more than its over-emphasis on
sending a message, the problem
with Christian entertainment is
that it is missing humanity. “…
plenty of movies have “messages” that they knock you over
the head with and still manage
to be good movies,” Marcotte
argued. The humanity piece,
according to Marcotte, “…is
true when we’re talking about
great art or just diverting entertainment.” Her examples are
Citizen Kane and Fifty Shades
of Grey. Christianity, according
to Marcotte, suppresses “the
humanity in people and [tries]
to force them into cookie cutter
roles that eliminate all the
human messiness created by
desire.” And that’s why it’s
inherently boring.
I guess it’s a fair opinion
say from someone who is not a

For Next Year
I had just started first grade when
my teacher pulled us all over to
the carpet and explained to us
that school was over for the day.
I learned it was closed because
some planes had crashed into
some big buildings in New York
City. She was crying, and that
scared me.
This was the first time since
December 7, 1941 that American
soil had been attacked. What
proceeded was one of the most
memorable months of my life.
When I got home that day the
same thing was on every channel:
the towers burning and collapsing. Many lives were lost and
families broken that day. Amazing
stories can be told about taking
the day off, or being in the other
side of the Pentagon at the perfect

Christian. I agree with Marcotte
to an extent. It’s not about the
messages we’re sending, it’s
about how we send it. After all,
a lot of stories are well-loved
exactly because of the important
messages they’re standing
for. Charlie Chaplin’s Modern
Times, Dicken’s Hard Times,
Lee’s To Kill A Mockingbird,
and one of my all-time favorites,
3 Idiots, are some examples.
And yet most contemporary
Christian movies are just not
very good story telling.
But how sad it is for nonChristians to think that Christianity suppresses humanity. How
could Christianity be inhumane
and “inherently boring,” if at
the heart of it is a messy, messy
scandal where humanity is so
broken that God was murdered
and raised again to redeem it?
Knowing Jesus has been the
most beautiful yet sometimes
hurtful thing I’ve known in my
life; how could it be boring? It’s

not that we don’t try to portray
humanity. After all, the personin-crisis-meets-Jesus theme that
has been prevalent in Christian
entertainment is about humanity, right? But I guess we need
to learn that stories where the
characters just end up going
to church and have a great
community life are not always
believable or delightful to those
outside the church.
o, We haven’t been the best
moviemakers and storytellers
as Christians. And yet a lot
of things go behind that, and
there’s a lot of interesting
tension between entertainment
and Christianity. While selfproclaimed Christian movies
and novels could be doubtful
and disappointing, let’s not
throw the baby away when we
hurl the dirty bathwater out
with all our zeal. Courageous,
a movie made by the same
producer who previously made
Flywheel and Fireproof, is

proof that the art of Christian
entertainment will improve over
time as more Christians invest
in it and gain more experience.
Courageous is a big jump from
the heavy-handed and choppy
Flywheel.
Christian contemporary
novels aren’t always bad, either.
Melody Carlson, for example,
a Christian teen lit and chick
lit writer, writes stories with
endearing and relatable
characters that has often helped
me mirror my own life, laugh
at the things I so often stress
about, and see life with a little
bit more humor in what God has
crafted it to be.
So, give Christian entertainment a chance. After all, once
in a while there are Tolkiens
who become world-wide legends
and Lewises who keep everyone
wondering whether there’s
another world beyond their
wardrobe.

freedoms.
I am a sophomore at Covenant,
and each November 11th I have
hoped for and expected something
like a moment of silence for our
veterans, a guest veteran to speak
of his or her experience, or a
prayer of thanks for their service.
I do not recall anything being
done. While our veterans are
ordinary people performing duties
that the Lord has called them to,
I believe it is important to honor
the fact that they actively and
willingly risk their lives for the
freedoms I often take for granted.
I am not asking for the day off,
or anything much. A moment of
silence, or recognition, or an open
invitation to the veterans in the
area to come and be recognized
would be an honorable way to

remember their service.
On December 7th my grandfather sat in his classroom and
listened to the president describe
on the radio the havoc that had
befallen the state of Hawaii.
Two years later he lied about his
age so that he might fight for his
country at the earliest opportunity.
Whatever issues we may have
with the problems that plague this
country and how they are dealt
with, I believe it is a beautiful
thing that the freedom to try and
correct those problems, and how
they are dealt with is so fiercely
protected. This year November
11th falls on a Wednesday. Might
we honor those who should not be
forgotten in Chapel that day?

BY MARY HOLLIDGE

moment. On September 11, 2001
the people in the Northeast and
around the country were reminded
how precious life is.
Whether you agree with the
declaration of war or not, men
and women rose up once again to
fight for our freedom. I will never
forget that day or the policemen,
firemen, coast guard, military,
and many others that worked so
hard to protect us.. Every public
service worker daily performs an
activity that makes life in this
country liveable. Those who fight
today are paid for their work
just like the elementary school
teacher, and do not consider their
work to be incredibly heroic, but,
rather, their duty and vocation.
We set aside a day to recognize
their willingness to risk their

lives, and often give their lives to
protect our way of life.
November 11th—Veterans
Day—is an important day.
Whether you love America more
than the air you breathe or you
simply breathe the relatively free
air as a resident in the states, you
are benefiting from the service
of many brave men and women.
We aren’t all waving the flag or
singing the anthem constantly,
but we do pray to our God in the
open and educate ourselves from
a particular worldview with little
to no persecution. America is by
no means God’s Country, but we
experience many blessings beside
our freedom to worship him—all
because those he has called to
govern our country have made
it their vocation to protect these

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Lynae Rockwell lynae.rockwell@covenant.edu.
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You're Talkin' Bout Playoffs?
Playoffs? You’re talking about
playoffs? It’s finally that time! The
grind of the NBA season has come
to a close; the Sixers, Knicks, and
Lakers have gone home for the
summer; and we get to watch great
basketball almost every night for
the next month and a half! Here
is your guide to what is going on
in the first-round matchups that
started this past weekend.
Western Conference
#1 Golden State Warriors
vs #8 New Orleans Pelicans
The Pelicans are in the
playoffs! It took a double-clutch,
buzzer-beating, game-winning
three against OKC back on February 6, and a huge must-win game
over the Spurs in the final game of
the regular season, but the era of
Anthony Davis in the post-season
has begun! As fun as that is, the
Warriors are coming off a historic
regular season, both in terms of
wins (67-15) and point differential
(10.15). The Warriors still have
a lot to prove in April, May, and
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potentially June, but they should
be able to get past the Pels.
Prediction: Warriors 4-1
#2 Houston Rockets vs #7
Dallas Mavericks
There are so many reasons
to like this series. There is the
“Battle for Texas” factor between
Houston and Dallas. Both teams
have well-known, polarizing
figures leading them in Darryl
Morey for the Rockets and Mark
Cuban for the Mavs. This firstround skirmish features all sorts
of variety with matchups ranging
from stars like Dirk and Monta
squaring off against Dwight and
Harden to has-beens like Josh
Smith and Amare Stoudemire
dueling it out. The only painful
thing about this series is the
free-throw shooting, something
to expect a lot of in these games.
James Harden has attempted, and
made, more free throws than anyone else in the league, but these
two teams also boast some of the
league’s very worst free-throw
shooters, so a few minutes of

Hack-a-Dwight (Dorsey, Capella,
Rondo, Smith) is probably going
to happen every night.
Prediction: Rockets 4-2
#3 L.A. Clippers vs #6 San
Antonio Spurs
The fact that one of these two
teams is going to be knocked out
in the first round is insane. The
Spurs are the defending champs,
they are the most dominant franchise over the last fifteen years,
and they have been surging over
the last month and a half. They
were just a couple breaks away
from finishing second in the West,
but instead they are sitting as one
of the most formidable six seeds
in recent memory. As good as the
Spurs are, the Clippers have some
serious weapons as well. They
have the most efficient offense in
the league, led by MVP candidate
Chris Paul. It’s year four of the
CP3/Blake Griffin combo and it’s
do or die for the Clips. I say this
is the year they do!
Prediction: Clippers 4-2
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BY NATE FRIERSON
#4 Portland Trail Blazers
vs #5 Memphis Grizzlies
Both of these teams have hit
some extreme high points during
this season, but unfortunately
they both appear to be playing at
a level below their peak as they
head into the playoffs. Both teams
have also been hit by injuries,
with the Wes Matthews Achilles
tear being the most notable for the
Blazers. The Grizzlies have had
their share of aches and pains as
well and they begin the postseason with Mike Conley, Marc
Gasol, and Tony Allen all nursing
injuries. The Grizzlies are better
off than the Blazers though, and
they are an experienced, veteran
team who will get the job done.
Prediction: Grizzlies 4-2
Eastern Conference
#1 Atlanta Hawks vs #8
Brooklyn Nets
The real storyline here is that
no one wanted the Nets to be in
the playoffs...not even the Nets.
But the Nets slipped into the
eighth seed over the feel-good
story of the Indiana Pacers and we
are stuck with them. The Hawks
have been one of the most surprising teams this year, posting a
league best record of 60-22, good
enough for best in the Eastern
Conference. The Hawks struggled
somewhat the last month of the
season, but they should have no
problem dispatching the hapless
Nets.
Prediction: Hawks 4-0
#2 Cleveland Cavaliers vs
#7 Boston Celtics

the Celtics, but it should be fun
to watch Kevin Love and Kyrie
Irving get their feet wet in their
first playoff experience.
Prediction: Cavs 4-1
#3 Chicago Bulls vs #6
Milwaukee Bucks
The one redeeming factor
in this series is the all-around
lankiness of the Milwaukee
Bucks. Between Chris Middleton,
Giannis Antetokounmpo, and
Michael Carter-Williams, the
majority of Jason Kidd’s squad
could probably tie their shoes
without bending over. Otherwise
the Bulls should make quick
work of this up-and-coming young
team. Derrick Rose, Joakim Noah
and Co. have their sights on the
Cavs in the second round, and
they are not going to let the young
Bucks get in their way.
Prediction: Bulls 4-1
#4 Toronto Raptors vs #5
Washington Wizards
This might be the most
unpredictable matchup in all of
the first round. These two teams
both exceeded expectations last
year, which is always a dangerous
situation for an NBA team. The
Raptors and Wizards continued
their hot streaks at the start of this
season as they jumped out to a
combined 69-38 record before the
All-Star break. Since the All-Star
break, both teams have fallen off
with the two squads combining
for a less-than-stellar record of
26-31.
Prediction: Wizards 4-3

The last time these two teams
met in the playoffs, it ended
LeBron’s first stint with the Cavs
in disgrace; unfortunately, this is
not the Celtics team of 2010. The
Cavs should have no problem with
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