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Winning: Speech and Debate

Green's
Sabbatical Plans

BY CHARLOTTE CLEAVLAND

BY KRISITE JAYA

After a four-month search for a
new director, Covenant College’s
Center for Calling and Career
(CCC) hired Dr. John Plating on
March 16. Plating is a retired Air
Force Colonel who has served
as a senior pilot, an associate
professor of history at the Air
Force Academy, and the COO/
CFO for the Academy’s Provost.
In a recent announcement to
the Covenant community, Dean
Voyles says Plating “brings a
unique blend of education and
experience which will enable
him to serve our community
through connecting with various
constituents in an effort to
provide pathways to internships
and employment opportunities for
our students.”
According to Covenant’s
website, the CCC was organized
in August 2009 to provide
“comprehensive career services
to Covenant College students
and alumni as they identify and
boldly pursue their calling.” Leda
Goodman, Assistant Director of
the CCC, estimates that 40% of
the student body uses the Center
as a resource. The CCC hosts
80+ events per year to connect
students with job opportunities

testament to these students,”
she said.
While the team usually
competes at two day-long
tournaments, the Colorado trip
was for a national tournament,
and so included three days of
alternated rounds of speech
and debate. Sophomore Emmy
Schollenberger calls the
experience “hectic, because you
are constantly on the move from
round to round. They give you
a topic, or ‘resolution’, twenty
minutes before to research your
debate, so it’s a lot of thinking
on your feet.” Mackenzie
Harmon describes it as “Five

Kapic might need to find
another colleague to pick on
during Chapel introductions
next semester: the well-loved
professor and colleague Dr. Jay
D. Green will not be around for
Fall 2015. Dr. Green, a Professor
of History who has been on the
faculty since 1998, is taking a
semester-long sabbatical next
fall.
Having taken two sabbaticals
previously within his seventeen
years of teaching, Green
proposed for an early sabbatical
this time. “If you have a book
contract, you can usually apply
for an early sabbatical,” Green
explained. Green has a book
that is coming out soon called
“Christian Historiography,”
which is about approaches to
history that are informed by
faith. Even though he has written
in journals and magazines
and edited a couple of books,
“Christian Historiography” will
be his first full, solo book.
Another thing that Green is
excited to do during his sabbatical is reading all the new
books that have been piling up
on his list. Green writes essays
and book reviews on the books
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Debate team post competition in Colorado, Photo by Communicatiosn Department

BY CARRIE WOODWARD
This spring, Covenant’s debate
team concluded their 2014-2015
season by winning first place
overall sweepstakes for Division II colleges at the annual
National Christian Forensics
Invitational (NCCFI). NCCFI
was located at Colorado Christian University in Lakewood,
Colorado, this year. The sweepstakes award is given to the
team that accumulates the most
overall points in the division.
Freshman Lauren MacDougall
won top novice speaker while
Morgan Barney, who is also a
Freshman, received third place

novice persuasive speaker.
Junior Jonathan Turner, placed
fifth in novice extemporaneous
speaking while Sophomore
Mackenzie Harmon, earned
second place varsity debate
speaker.
Coach Sarah Swygard ’13,
says that although the team
is composed of students with
differing levels of debate
experience, they have all “gone
above and beyond expectations
to prepare for tournaments
and improve their speaking
skills. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed
coaching the team this year, and
I think this year’s success is a
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Dr. Green's Sabbatical Plans
he reads. “I’m also starting a new
book project which is going to
be on something called public
history,” Green said. Green is also
using the opportunity to “spruce
up” his classes.
Faculty members of Covenant
College are qualified to apply for
a sabbatical every seventh year
of teaching. However, “it’s not a
guarantee, because you need to
propose some kind of a project
that will make your time outside
of the classroom worthwhile,”
Green explained. “It’s not a
‘semester off’ when you don’t do
anything.”
Faculty members usually get
one semester of paid sabbatical.
Some professors stretch the
sabbatical to a year, getting paid
partially for each semester, and
find grants to make up for it. Some
professors even teach half of their
normal class load to stretch their
sabbatical. “But that doesn’t
really feel like a sabbatical,”
Green commented.

Green believes that sabbaticals
help attract prospective faculty
members to Covenant. After all,
as Green said, it’s “a bit of a
sacrifice coming to a teachingintensive place” like Covenant.
Research and writing are considered part of faculty’s work, but
along with teaching, it’s hard to
focus on these other aspects of
the job. That’s why a sabbatical
“is really quite a wonderful
thing to have,” Green remarked.
About three to four professors
take sabbaticals each semester,
partly because with the size of the
faculty in Covenant sabbaticals
have to be spread out.
Green explained that part
of the proposal of a sabbatical
is presenting how your normal
classes will be covered. With four
colleagues in the history department, Green said that the history
department can usually absorb
the absence of one professor.
“It’s harder in departments where
there are only one or two people,”
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BY KRISTIE JAYA
Green observed.
Green is hoping
that he will be a better
professor “after having
a semester of becoming
more knowledgeable,
more well-rested, and
more connected to my
discipline.” Coming
back after his previous
sabbaticals, Green
recalled that he became
more energized and
excited about teaching.
“It actually serves my
teaching because I’m
able to have a richer
understanding of my
discipline.”
For students waiting
to take Green’s classes
in the spring, it might
well be worth the wait
after all.

Dr. Jay Green, Photo by www.covenant.edu

Speech and Debate CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
hundred twenty-year-olds
in suits that don’t fit talking
about domestic politics …
Debate tournaments are weird.”
However, despite the intellectual nature of the tournaments,
speech and debate is not all
about politics, and this year’s
teams debated topics ranging
from Russia and the Islamic
State to “Sororities and Fraternities do more harm than good.”
The range in focus and theme
contributes to why students from
all majors and backgrounds can
excel at speech and debate.

Covenant’s current team is
made up of students majoring
in art, community development,
computer science, economics,
English, and international studies, and each believes that being
on the debate team will aid them
in their future endeavors. Schollenberger, an art major, says,
“Being comfortable presenting
in front of an audience will help
you no matter what your career
is,” and Harmon went on to call
debate “the best thing you can
do in college, other than have a
good GPA.”

Senior English major Stephen
McKerihan said that Covenant’s
debate team has provided an
outlet for his energy and interests ranging from social issues
to philosophy. The Colorado trip
was his last tournament, and a
bittersweet experience. Despite
ending in elimination after three
long days of debate, McKerihan
says that “The whole team made
nationals the most enjoyable
tournament I have ever been
to. I could not have asked for a
better way to end my competitive career.”

The team’s friendship and
camaraderie is also one of
Lauren MacDougall’s favorite
parts of debate. This year was
her first time debating, and she
says that “My first debate was
horrendous, but everyone was
so encouraging that I didn’t
feel like an idiot. That set the
tone for me. I wasn’t afraid of
messing up, and the team was so
willing to stop and teach me, let
me try it, and see my strengths
to help me grow.” McKerihan
also encourages students to not
be intimidated by the prospect

of public speaking or debate.
“Don’t let the idea of arguing
or political discussion keep
you away,” he said. “Our team
practices regularly in incredibly
supportive environments to help
the beginners as well as the
experienced grow. We also travel
to awesome locations … meet
people from colleges all over,
and have a great time while
doing it.”

Faculty Quote of the Week
"I alwasy feel like Jack and the Beanstalk next to him."

- Dr. Eames on the height discrepancy between himself and Dr. Fikkert
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The Verdict
Rain, rain go away,
come back when my SIP
is finished...
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CCC Director
and internships.
Plating is confident that he
can tackle the project before
him. He says, “Once you’ve
reached the rank of Colonel,
the Air Force expects you to
be able to do anything and
everything, no matter what it
is.” Plating came into his job
interview with a plan for the
CCC spanning the next three
years. He says, “because I’m a
military guy, I believe you need
a plan.” He is excited about
his new position as Director,
hoping to “help Covenant make
a big impact for the Kingdom.”
Plating will spend much
of his time networking and
making connections with
organizations on behalf of
Covenant, looking for internship and job opportunities for
students. As a newcomer to
Chattanooga, Plating contacted
Anthony Tucker, previous
Director of the CCC, for help
with networking and making
connections in the area. Plating
credits Tucker as “helping to
ease the transition” to Chattanooga by providing him with
the resources he needed to get
started.
Plating’s family lived in DC
when he was in grade school,
and his father worked for the
CIA. As a child, Plating says
he “was always surrounded by
military and became fascinated
with flying,” but feared heights.
He says, “I didn’t go on a roller
coaster until I was 20, and only
then to impress a girlfriend.”
Despite this fear, after high
school Plating attended the Air
Force Academy in Colorado
Springs, Colo. He graduated in
’89 and attended pilot training
school.
In 1992 he married his wife
Paula, and a year later they
had their first son, Zach. The
family moved to Germany in
1994 where Plating flew C-130
transports, supporting US
humanitarian efforts in the Bal-
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kans. He served in Germany from
1994-99. The Plating’s younger
sons, Luke and Nate, were born
during this time.
Plating describes his time in
Germany as exciting, “We were
the guys on the news. It was
pretty heady stuff, flying missions
that were covered on CNN’s
evening broadcast.”
In 1999 Plating left flying for
health reasons, and went back to
school. The Air Force sponsored
his doctorate in Military History at
The Ohio State University. After
completing his degree, Plating
moved his family back to Colorado
Springs where he taught history
at the Air Force Academy. After
teaching for seven years, Plating
accepted a senior position of
COO/CFO, assisting the Provost
for three years.
At the end of the 2014 school
year, Plating retired from the Air
Force after 25 years of service.
In June 2014, he moved with his
wife Paula and children to Chattanooga, Tenn., because most of
their extended family lives within
a day’s drive of Chattanooga. Two
of his sons, Zach (’15) and Luke
(’18), attend Covenant College.
Plating jokingly says, “I didn’t
move to the area to stalk my kids;
I’m going to try and give them
space.” But he knows that his
kids “love that I got the job here.”
They attend Lookout Mountain
Presbyterian Church.
His position as Director for
the CCC is “the first non-military
job I’ve had since my 25 years
in the Air Force,” says Plating.
He pursued this position because
he “believes in liberal arts.” He
is frustrated with the cultural
shift towards highly specialized
training for jobs, and values the
liberal arts, where students are
broadly equipped and challenged
to analyze, think deeply and
develop inter-personal skills.
He wholeheartedly agrees with
the CCC’s mission statement,
to equip students who “boldly
pursue their calling.” Plating

believes that Covenant College
is a place “sending out kids that
will make a difference.” Plating
saw himself as an “Air Force
missionary” for 25 years. Based
on his personal experience, he
hopes to shape students’ perception of their calling as Christian
workers. He says that being a
faithful Christian worker often
means to “Do work excellently,”
in whatever place you are called.
He hopes to encourage students to
“think big” and pursue careers in
nationally and globally recognized
organizations, rather than merely
seeing themselves limited to a
career within the confines of the
Church.
As he looks into opportunities
for Covenant students, Plating is
especially interested in pursuing
connections with “big name”
organizations, like the Volkswagen
Plant in Chattanooga. He hopes to
find opportunities where students
can spread out, move and grow.

In addition to his leadership
skills and gift for administration,
Plating loves working with
students. He often speaks of
“our kids” when referring to
Covenant students and expressed
his desire to teach some history
classes for students one day. He
said, “I think it’s important for
staff to teach classes… it keeps
you connected with the student
body.” His family frequently
hosts students for meals on
Sunday afternoons. One week,
his wife Paula even sent a basket
of homemade chocolate chip
cookies, individually wrapped and
tied off with yarn, for students who
stopped by Plating’s office.
After finishing his second full
week on the job, Plating said,
“I get my first pay check this
Friday!” He says he’s excited
to be at Covenant and ready to
pursue Covenant’s mission, “In
All Things Christ Preeminent.”

Mr. Plating, working in his office in the CCC, Photo by Abby Whistler

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Emmett Gienapp at emmett.gienapp@covenant.edu.
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SIX WORD
STORY

We need
your six
word
stories.
- Bagpipe Staff
Submit your own six-word story
to Jamison Shimmel and check
out bagpipeonline.com for more
stories!

TIDAL

Caleb Stoltzfus was travelling
by train to his tutor’s studio in
Philadelphia when images of the
Escalon—the saints’ resurrection—slid out of his head and into
his sketchbook.
“Recently, people tend to shy
away from overt religious themes
in art,” he says, but being trained
by a Catholic artist, Stoltzfus
says, “Religious themes were
naturally integrated into my work.
I’m giving my testimony through
this piece.”
Stoltzfus is a visual art major
trained in both classical and
modernist art schools, and the
painting has elements of both
the archaic and contemporary.
Orange and blue tones similar to
those used in Byzantine churches
are layered throughout the
piece, while in the background
of renaissance-like nudes is an
abstract, swirling structure. He
says it depicts “a mysterious
force” synonymous with the Holy
Spirit.
The 5 ½-by-7-foot oil painting
inspired by the sketches was

BYJUSTIN JANTOMASO

Companies providing music on
a subscription basis have been
rapidly snatching up music lovers
everywhere. Spotify, Rdio, Deezer
and Rhapsody are just a few of
the many online music streaming
services available to consumers.
The majority of the services operate on both free and subscription
platforms. Spotify, for example,
offers a free subscription that

Tidal logo, Photo by slashgear.

Senior SIP Series

includes advertisements and
limited on-demand music playing
and a $9.99 subscription, which
allows the user to play any song
in their library on demand, absent
of any advertisments. While these
services are excellent for the
consumer whose only other legal
alternative is to pay $0.99+ per
song, they have been protested
by multiple musicians. If you use
Spotify, you may
have noticed
that Taylor
Swift’s music
is no longer
accessible. As a
protest against
the free version
of Spotify,
Taylor Swift
has joined a
growing number
of artists who
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BY MOLLY HULSEY

recently carted into the Jackson
lobby for some finishing touches
on the figures. One, with an
uplifted index finger and shining
features, is the Christ himself.
Balanced in his arms is a resurrected man whose body glimmers
in light emanating from Christ.
Both figures glide heavenward
towards a sky-blue half circle
while escaping the ruddy browns
and greens that dirty their feet.
The contrasts between the
celestial and earthly are gradual,
and even the light-filled heavens
contain some of the rough texture
in the lower regions. Through this,
Stoltzfus suggests that heaven
might be a material place. He
says, “if anything, it is reassuring
to know there is more significance
to what we do now. Earth is God’s
creation, and the material is not
something fickle to God.”
Stoltzfus’s painting will be on
display at the Kresge Memorial
Library on April the 28th after the
gallery’s opening at 7 p.m.

In high school, vocal performance major Olivia Stein, never
imagined that she would study
classical music in college. Stein
preferred orchestrating indie
benefit concerts and only sang
classically because she had to.
However, when she began singing
arias at Covenant, she was awed
by music that “would make your
whole body vibrate when you
sing.”
In her SIP, “Can’t We All
Get Along?,” Stein compares
both classical and modern
pop-Broadway styles to see how
different the two techniques really
are—particularly the long-term
effects they have on one’s vocal
chords. Surprisingly, the variation
is all in the singer’s head.
“I’ve had 5 different teachers
over five years, and there were
always different people telling me
to do different things,” she says.
However, when altering style,
“It’s not like our bodies, whoop,
evolve. Instead it has to do more
with the space manipulation of
sound.”

Stein came to this conclusion
after comparing the teaching of
classical great, Giovanni Lamperti
with Seth Riggs, coach of Michael
Jackson, Ray Charles, and Natalie
Cole. Speech Level Singing
techniques—commonly used in
contemporary music—focus on
producing steady, continuous
sound. She found that Lamperti’s
Bel Canto, a technique emphasizing the freedom of sound and use
of breath, can actually be adapted
to modern singing.
Both techniques can equally
damage a voice if inadequately
taught. She says, “a performer
who sings correctly should be able
to sing well into their sixties.”
Stein argues that while physically switching between styles in
not all too difficult, some performers are simply better at one than
the other, as “not all are given
the flexibility, environment, or
ability to do so.” When entering a
“business that will suck you dry,”
she says it’s important to find your
niche: “Do it if it’s your bag of
tricks.”

are pulling their music from the
libraries of free online streaming
services. Unfair compensation
and the devaluation of music are
just a few of the reasons given by
these artists for their withdrawal.
In the wake of these protests
a new streaming service has
emerged called “Tidal.” Tidal,
owned by a company controlled
by the hip-hop artist Jay-Z, seeks
to restore music’s integrity and
fairly compensate musicians for
their work. Each musician who
signs on with Tidal will be given
a percentage of the company.
Current owners include Kanye
West, Beyonce, Jason Aldean,
Jack White, J. Cole, Calvin
Harris, Chris Martin and a slew of
other celebrity musicians.
Tidal, though not yet as a large
as Spotify, boasts a fairly large,
ever growing catalogue of music.

This service is groundbreaking
as it is the first streaming service
to offer hi-def musical playback.
Tidal’s competitors only offer mp3
quality playback which removes
portions of the track’s sound in
order to condense the size of
the file. In an effort to fulfill its
goal of upholding the integrity of
music, Tidal provides music with
the same quality as a CD. Tidal
also promises to be the first to
release songs from the albums of
its impressive list of owners. In
addition to high quality sound and
new releases, Tidal also showcases music videos and “expertly
curated editorial.” All of these
services operate on a web-based
platform very similar to Spotify. It
is easy to navigate, intuitive and
offers full offline access.
For the premium service (which
lacks the hi-def quality) Tidal

charges $9.99 per month and for
users who desire the “lossless”
(high-def) quality, a subscription
is $19.99 per month. Both of
these subscriptions offer a free
trial period.
Tidal is a unique idea and
certainly has a lot of promise.
Time will tell if the service is able
to actually accomplish its goals
of fairly rewarding musicians and
restoring the integrity of music.
In addition to these honorable
goals, the excellent sound quality
and editorial are huge draws and
help to separate Tidal from the
competition. To experience Tidal
for yourself, head on over to Tidal.
com, explore the site, read the
editorials and experience music
in hi-def. You may never go back
to Spotify again.
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Comic Relief Recap
Laughter poured forth from the
usually-quiet chapel on Saturday
night as a series of witty comedic
sketches were performed for
Covenant College’s sketch comedy
show, Comic Relief. Organized
in SNL fashion, a variety of
hilarious sketches and a musical performance by Chapman
Whitted made up the entertaining
show. Hosted and directed by
Covenant’s Laugh Track captain,
Jamison Shimmel, and performed
by a variety of Covenant students,
this show brought forth peals
of laughter from the audience,
composed mostly of Covenant
College students, faculty and staff.

ARTS 5

Satire was used in multiple
sketches to highlight some of
the comedic realities found at
Covenant College. “Christian
Girl Instagram,” performed
by Adrienne Siegenthaler and
Aften Whitmore invoked roaring
laughter from the crowd as it
satirized a well-known stereotype.
Another crowd favorite was the
“Weekend Update” which put a
humorous spin on many happenings at Covenant. While the
students performed excellently, a
surprise appearance by Mrs. Pat
from Chartwells in the short video
based upon the television show
The Bachelor, was especially
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well received. Chapman Whited's
performance of an original
musical piece was also stellar
and caused a sense of quiet and
restfulness to fall on the audience
as they basked in the musical
beauty.
It was evident that a tremendous amount of work had
been put into this show and the
crowd seemed appreciative as
the multiple sketches and video
were very positively received.
While a portion of the performers
are a part of Covenant College’s
Improv team, Laugh Track, this
comedy show was unique because
of the many non-theatre/improv

students who played lead roles
in several sketches. This was a
fun opportunity for these students
as well as a great connection
to the audience, many of whom
had some association with a
performer. Also, in contrast to
Laugh Tracks improv, Comic
Relief was scripted which
enabled the performers to present
a more polished work of humor
and created a different feel than
the spontaneous humor utilized
by Laugh Track.
It was director Jamison Shimmel's hope that this show would
reinstall Comic Relief as an
annual event at Covenant College

and based upon the overwhelming positive response from the
immediate audience, this showing
of Comic Relief has certainly set
the standard and “paved a way”
for future performances. If you
were unable to attend this year’s
performance, take a break from
homework, head to YouTube to
watch this year’s digital short,
and feel your spirits lifted as
you laugh along with Covenant
College at the 2015 showing of
Comic Relief.

Maddie Prentis and Jamison Shimmel performing at Comic Relief, Photo by Heather Harper

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.
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The Secretary Files
If you pass by President Derek
Halvorson’s office in Carter and
glance in the secretary’s office
window, you will see Joan Stanton
working hard to organize the busy
schedule of Covenant’s beloved
president.
What you might not know is
that she actually graduated from
Covenant. She recently gave
me the opportunity to interview
her and get a perspective on her
experience with Covenant over
the years.
She graduated with an InterDisciplinary Studies major and a
certification to teach, since there
wasn’t an education program at
Covenant at the time. She “always
knew about Covenant, even as
a little girl,” Stanton explained,
because she grew up in St. Louis,
the home of Covenant College
during its early years. In high
school, she attended a public
school, but “Covenant introduced
me to a way of thinking about all
of life from a Christian perspective.”

When Stanton was a student,
Covenant was quite different than
today in terms of growth. 500
students were enrolled and Carter
was the only building on campus.
There was no elevator available
to students, making the trip to the
fifth floor, where Stanton lived,
rather annoying, compared to the
ease of travel today. “The food,”
Stanton commented, “was not
very good and there was little
selection...Every evening we
had a family-style dinner with
assigned seats around a round
table. Everyone dressed nicely.
...One or two of the guys would
get the food from the kitchen and
bring it to the table.” That process
ended shortly after her freshman
year, but the range of food options
remained the same.
Since then, Covenant College
has undergone countless changes,
which can be largely credited to
the president at that time. Joan
explained how each president at
Covenant has brought different
changes to the college, focusing

An Apology
As I opened up The Bagpipe last
week, I was slightly horrified by
what I read in Carrie Woodward's
article entitled "Mandatory Meal
Plan." When I read my own name
and the comments about the meal
plan that were associated with
it, I was shocked by what I read.
The comments attributed to my
name were highly critical and
accusatory. I couldn't believe I
had actually written them on the
change.org petition, so I went and
checked to make sure I hadn't
been misquoted or taken out of
context. To my embarrassment,
those were my words. In the heat
of the moment, I failed to state my
position very clearly. My concern
was not with the administration
in general or Dean Voyles in
particular. I was mainly frustrated
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BY ANDREW FULTZ
on different intentions and goals
based on their backgrounds
and values. She observed, “God
has used each president to
bring in what we needed at that
time.” Dr. Brock came in as a
businessman, with more of a
focus on growing our donor base
and campus facilities, while Dr.
Neilson sought to grow Covenant’s
academics. Stanton shared that
one of Dr. Halvorson’s challenges
is to seek to maintain and protect
the identity and core values of the
school.
Despite the many
changes Covenant has experienced, its foundation remains
solid, keeping the important
things intact. In the aftermath
of the Mandatory Meal Plan, we
can look back and see how Dean
Voyles and the administration
graciously responded to the cry
for justice that followed the first
email announcing the change.
We can be sure that, whether
it be policy changes or radical
renovations in Carter Hall, thanks

to the diligent efforts of President
Halvorson, as well as the rest of
the faculty and staff, Covenant
College will not stray from the
firm foundation of the Gospel and
its implications. Stanton remarked
that Halvorson “has a difficult
job, because as society changes
around us, he needs to decide
how Covenant will respond.
Christians have to stand for what
they believe.”
Policies may change, Contract
might be adjusted, but we will
maintain our foundation in Christ.
Of course, we know our natural
brokenness means the school will
not always make the best decisions, but because our structures
and systems are guided by the
Word of God, we can trust that
the college leadership will, Lord
willing, follow the implications of
our motto.
As a Student Admissions
Representative, I get the regular
opportunity to explain to prospective students what makes Covenant different from all the other

schools they are considering. I
believe that our pursuit of Christ’s
preeminence in everything, which
specifically applies to maintaining our foundation through the
changes of time, makes Covenant
entirely unique. We can trust in
the institution of Covenant College as a source of spiritual and
academic education because this
institution strives to stay true to
God’s Word—because Covenant’s
foundation is set on a Rock.
I believe it is because of our
focus on maintaining this foundation that people like Joan Stanton
have continued to invest in
Covenant College. She explained,
“It’s hard to believe that I’ve spent
four years as a student, worked for
25 years, and even sent three kids
through Covenant. It’s such a big
part of my life, and such a unique
place. I’m thankful that over the
years Covenant has kept true to
its mission and vision. I pray that
it would continue to live out ‘In
All Things Christ Preeminent.’”

offer this as open apology to the
administration and Dean Voyles.
You did not deserve the backlash
you received from this. You deal
with more in a day than we could
ever realize, and you certainly
didn't need an extra headache,
and I am in awe of the way you
have gracefully handled all of this

in spite of our lack of grace. You
have my sincerest apology. To the
students of Covenant College, it's
time we remember that at the end
of the day, we are all on the same
team. It's time we start acting like
it.

BY JOSH FIKKERT

by the tone and timing of the
announcement. However, in my
frustration I was unclear and
unfair in the language I used, and
my comments read as if they were
directed at the administration and
Dean Voyles. After reading my
own comments, I scrolled down
the change.org page and was
disturbed by what I read. Many
of the comments used language
I will not repeat here. The tone
from the student body, parents,
and alumni was accusatory and
harsh. It seems that I, along with
much of the rest of the Covenant
Community, are guilty of the same
things we were concerned about.
We failed to communicate clearly
and charitably. Quite frankly, I
am embarrassed for myself and
the student body. We failed in

our duty as the body of Christ
to love well. We didn't think the
best. We weren't slow to anger.
We didn't hold our tongues. While
I still believe the announcement
of the mandatory meal plan was
not the best, I am deeply sorry for
the student body's response to it.
That being said, I would like to

Photo by Abby Whisler
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Response to Louis
A few weeks ago a Bagpipe article
was written that looked at the real
amount of gender equality that
exists in the music industry. The
author begins by talking about
how a new producer named Arca
was mistakenly given credit for
being the only producer of Björk’s
album Vulnicura. He quotes Björk
talking about how this kind of
thing happens to female artists
a lot where they do not get all
the credit for their work on their
albums. The author then says,
“Björk’s frustrations should cause
us to investigate how the music
industry and music fans treat
female artists.” I wholeheartedly
agree that gender equality in the
music industry is an important
topic for us to think about as
Christians. However, even though
I agree that there is gender
inequality in the music industry,
the artists that are used aren’t the
best examples of this.
The author focuses mainly
on two female music artists:
Taylor Swift and Beyoncé. This
focus primarily questions how
much these artists were involved
in the making of their latest
albums, “1989” and “Beyoncé,”
respectively. He asks “How
involved were these singers in
creating their albums?” He then
makes note of how there are
many other names listed in the
songwriting credits besides their
own and suggests that Beyoncé
wasn’t that involved in the writing
process. He says “With this many
songwriters, one has to wonder
how much songwriting Beyoncé
actually did.”
What this fails to recognize is
that while some music artists,
such as Beyoncé, do receive lot
of help in making their music it
doesn’t mean that they weren’t
heavily involved in the writing
process. In the Youtube series
“Beyoncé – Self Titled,” Beyoncé
talks about the writing process for
this album. In the first video she
says, “I had a grand idea to bring
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all of the writers I respected to the
Hamptons. We had so much fun”
and then in the fifth video says
“One of the things I love about
this project is how willing all of
these incredible artists were to
write together.” What this shows
is that Beyoncé wanted to work
with these writers because she
wanted their ideas and creativity
so that her album could be the
best that it could it be. It’s not
about trying to “muscle for credits
on songs.” It’s about creating the
best music that you can—something that is new, different, and
better than before.
The author then assumes that
because most of the writers that
Taylor and Beyoncé worked with
were men that “Beyoncé and
Taylor are women singing men’s
songs.” Umm…I don’t think so.
Even if their songs were only
written by men (which they’re
not since both of them helped in
the writing process) who’s to say
that men can’t help write songs
that support feminism and other
women’s issues?
Again, I refer to the Youtube
series. In the fifth video Pharrell
is seen talking to Beyoncé in the
studio about her song “Rocket.”
He says, “Only a mama can
talk like that…and only a wife
can talk like that. That’s your
strength. When does a mother and
a wife do that? I mean you just
ran through jail and just let all the
women out, cus. You set women
free.” What this shows is that
although many of the people who
worked on Beyoncé’s album might
have been men, that doesn’t mean
that she is “singing men’s songs.”
All of the writers—male or
female—as well as the main artist
all come together to help create
a song that has a message that
the main artist wants to convey.
Yes, Beyoncé worked with a lot of
men on her album, but to say that
Beyoncé sings men’s songs simply
because men were involved in the
creative process is not a very fair
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BY DAVID CROWE
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statement.
The author then shifts in focus
and talks about Beyoncé and her
image. It claims that “Beyoncé
is an incredible singer, but that’s
not why she’s famous” and then
goes on to say that she is famous
because “She is flamboyant,
attractive, tends to wear minimal
amounts of clothing, is married
to a famous rapper, and makes
massive amounts of money…
Beyoncé is a celebrity who just so
happens to be a singer, too.”
These claims suggest that
Beyoncé’s fame is given to her
and that she is not known for
being a great singer which isn’t

true. She started her career
in the music industry in 1997
with the female group Destiny’s
Child, one of the most successful
female singing groups of all time.
Throughout the years Beyoncé
has earned her fame as a music
artist with the success of Destiny’s
Child and then as a solo artist.
Part of the reason as to why
Beyoncé has had so much success
in the music industry is because
of how talented she is. Over the
years I have heard many music
artists, including Lady Gaga, Sam
Smith, and Adele, compliment
her on her talent as a singer and
a performer. If you have seen any

performance by Beyoncé such as
her performance of “Love on Top”
at the 2011 VMA Awards or her
performance at the 2013 Super
Bowl halftime show then you
know that this is true. Beyoncé
is famous artist in her own right.
Yes, Beyoncé is known for being
married to Jay-Z, for making a
lot of money, and for not covering
herself on stage as much as some
people would like her to. However, are these the only reasons
why she is famous? I’m not sure
that is the case. She isn’t called
the Queen B for nothing.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Lynae Rockwell lynae.rockwell@covenant.edu.
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Scots Spotlight

Q: What/who got you to
start playing golf?
A. My Dad would take me out
to the course with him when he
started to play golf and I would
follow along with my set of 5 clubs
and hit a few shots with him. I

Q: What is your best
memory with the Scots’ golf
team?
A. There are too many to really
just mention one, but the memory
that stands out is when we got to
play Harbour Town my sophomore
year in Hilton Head That was
awesome. It was really great to
play a course where the PGA tour
hosted a tournament a few weeks
after we were there with grand
stands set up and the course in
great shape too.
Q: What’s your favorite
tradition of the Scots' golf
team?
A. The Sea Island trip is
always a blast. It is our first
tournament of the spring and we
usually go there in mid-February,
play an awesome tournament,
eat great pizza, participate in
some shenanigans on a long but

Tourney Time
This past Friday and Saturday
were a crucial two days for the
Covenant tennis teams The Scots
came through with strong showing that allowed them to punch
their tickets to the conference
tournament. Both the men’s and
women’s tennis teams wrapped up
their regular season schedules this
weekend on the road in Virginia.
The men’s team finished with a
big win over Averett that clinched
a conference tournament playoff
berth for the team. The men’s
squad completed the regular season with a 8-8 overall record and
posted a 5-4 conference record
which was good enough for sixth
place in the USA South. The Scots
outpaced external expectations
as they were picked to finish only
seventh in the coaches’ preseason
poll. The sixth place finish means
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Schedule

BY NATE FRIERSON

usually liked driving the cart more
than actually playing.

Name: Nick (“Mikey”) Blauw
Year: Senior
Hometown: Grand Rapids, MI
Sport: Golf
Major: Business w/ Accounting
& Finance Concentration
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interesting car ride down, and
enjoy a long weekend almost like
an early spring break
Q: If you had to compare
head golf coach Jack Belote
to one cartoon character, who
would it be and why?
A. Coach Belote is most like
the Tasmanian devil. To see this
in action just watch him play
intramural basketball or do some
work in the gym. #gainz
Q: What is the most important thing you have learned
during your four years at
Covenant?
A. How to perfect a good lay.
Q: If you had to compare
your golf game to one core
class at Covenant, which
would it be and why?
A. CHOW or Doctrine, because
watching my golf game is like
taking a Dr. Dennison class: you
never know what could come next.

Q: Who is your favorite
professional golfer?
A. Definitely Jordan Spieth;
first because I remember him
playing in a PGA tournament
when he was 16 and almost winning it, second because his wedge
game is unbelievable, which is
probably my favorite aspect of
golf, and third because he is my
age a just a straight stud (and
hopefully when this article comes
out he will have won the Masters)
Q: What is something about
you that most people don’t
know?
A. I model my life after Spike
Albrecht, arguably the best point
guard in college basketball
Q: If you had to pick a
theme song for the 20142015 men’s golf team what
song would you pick and why?
A. Chocolate Legs by Eric
Benet, if you want to know why
you can ask Scott McKnight

BY NATE FRIERSON

that the men’s team will have
to face the number three seed
Huntington in the first round of
the conference tourney on Friday.
Huntington is 7-2 this season and
beat the Scots 8-1 earlier this
year. The winner of this matchup
will play the number two seeded
Methodist in the second round.
The women’s team went 2-1
over the weekend, picking up wins
over Averett and Mary Baldwin
and dropping a tight one to
Meredith. This weekend’s matches
put the Scots at 16-6 overall and
9-3 in the USA South. The loss
to Meredith meant that the Scots
dropped into a tie with Meredith
for fourth place in the conference.
Unfortunately, that loss also gave
Meredith the tiebreaker over the
women’s squad. That puts the
Scot in fifth place, however, their

playoff matchup is unchanged. As
the five seed, the women will get
another chance against Meredith
this weekend in the first round
of the conference tournament.
The winner will get the chance to
play the undefeated top seed N.C.
Wesleyan in the semi-finals.
Both programs continue to
improve under third year head
coach John Hirte. Hirte’s alltime record as women’s coach
now sits at 36-26. The team’s 16
wins this year ties a school record
for wins set by last year’s squad,
giving Covenant its first back
to back double digit season win
totals since 2010.The men’s team
has also improved from last year,
more than quadrupling its win
total in the Scot’s second year in
the USA South.
Covenant looks to build off

these gains this coming weekend
the conference tournament in
Rocky Mount, North Carolina.
The first round matchups start at
10:00 AM on Friday morning for
the men and at 2:00 PM on Friday
afternoon for the women. Follow
live on Twitter: @CovenantScots
and @CovenantTennis. Go Scots!

Friday, April 17
Men’s Tennis
vs Huntingdon
10:00 AM
Rocky Mount, N.C.
USA South Conference Tournament Quarterfinals
Women’s Tennis
vs Meredith
2:00 PM
Rocky Mount, N.C.
USA South Conference Tournament Quarterfinals
Baseball
vs. Huntingdon
4:00 PM
Lookout Mountain, Ga.

Saturday, April 18
Men’s Tennis (with win on Friday)
vs Methodist
10:00 AM
Rocky Mount, N.C.
USA South Conference Tournament Semifinals
Women’s Tennis (with win on
Friday)
vs NC Wesleyan
2:00 PM
Rocky Mount, N.C.
USA South Conference Tournament Semi-finals

Chris Cox playing against Methodist,
Photo by Coveanant Athletics

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Grace Hooper at grace.hooper@covenant.edu.

Baseball
vs. Huntingdon
1:00 PM
Lookout Mountain, Ga.
Baseball
vs. Huntingdon
4:00 PM
Lookout Mountain, Ga.

