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To most Covenant students, the
words “Rock City” bring up images
of strange little gnomes, fascinating
rocks, a captivating waterfall,
a beautiful view, and probably
donuts. Add a new one to the list:
fallow deer. Since 2011, fallow deer
have abided among the gnomes
and tourists at Rock City. This
past January, Rock City completed
the next phase needed to expand
its Fallow Deer Park, a section of
land put aside for the population of
exotic fallow deer. The new fenced
expansion will border the original
area, and include more vegetation
and space for the herd as it grows.
Most tourists are unaware that
Rock City is partnered with the
Amicalola Deer Park, which serves
rescued animals such as sika and
fallow deer. Amicalola, located
about two hours southeast of Lookout Mountain, is home to about
150 rescued animals. Amicalola
gives visitors a chance to hand-feed
a deer, camp, or take a walk and
simply enjoy nature. Rock City
started giving fallow deer a home
eighty years ago, with a small herd
of fallows living in a rock exhibit.
In 2011, the Deer Park of Rock
City came into existence. The new
2014 expansion will give the deer

buildings. “It might not even have
the red roof [that other buildings
have]” Morton said.
The texture of the building will
incorporate contrasting elements.
The front and sides of the building
will incorporate anodized steel,
glass, and unfinished concrete,
among other materials. While the
siding may not use wood from the
old Art Barn, about nine windows
from the Barn will be part of the
new structure.
The building is designed by
Franklin Architects, with the
administration and Art Department speaking into the process.

According to a statement released
from the White House website on
Jan. 20, President Obama wants to
simplify the FAFSA form in order
to provide financial aid to more
students. Additionally, a bipartisan
bill to reduce the application to
two questions was presented to
Congress on Jan. 7.
“The President is calling for
elimination of 27 of the most
burdensome and difficult-to-verify
questions, including questions
about assets that penalize savings
and untaxed veterans benefits,
child support, and clergy pay,” says
part of the release. “…The result
would be a simple online application that asks about the student’s
address, parents’ income, college
choices, and certain other, easy-toanswer questions.”
One study from the US Department of Education reveals that
though 66 percent of community
college students qualify for Pell
Grants, only 39 percent actually
receive them. Similarly, though 50
percent of public four-year students
qualify for the grants, only 38
percent receive them. The organization Education Reform Now,
through the website “Democrats
for Education Reform,” states, “We
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Professor Morty looks over layouts for the new art facility, photo by Abby Whisler

BY KRISTIE JAYA
Deconstruction of the Art Barn
started early this year, and
according to Professor of Art Jeff
Morton, the steel, windows, and
other materials have been ordered,
and construction for the new art
facility is expected to begin soon.
The faculty is expecting to move
into the new facility by August of
2015.
“I think you’re going to like
this,” Morton said as he explained
that the building will have a “butterfly structure.” There will be two
main studios in the building: the
3D ceramic and sculpture studio
and the 2D painting and drawing

studio. These studios will be
connected by faculty offices and a
commons area. “A feature I like is
… the glass feature connecting the
north and south studios,” Morton
said. The commons connecting
the two studios will incorporate
glass structures that bring nature
indoors.
The art facility has the unique
quality of being off the main
plateau of Covenant College, an
area often referred to as “lower
campus.” With this in mind, the
design of the building will diverge
from the stucco-walled, mountainstoned look of the rest of Covenant
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Andrew Peterson for Teacher
Andrew Peterson, Covenant’s musical guest at the 2014 Neal Conference, appearing for the first time
since performing for the 2009 Neal
Conference, is back at Covenant
this semester, not just to sing at
Scholarship Weekend chapel, but
to teach a creative writing class for
the English department. Both an
accomplished musician and author,
Peterson is the 2015 Nick Barker
Writer in Residence, a position he
is well qualified for as the awardwinning author of The Wingfeather
Saga, a ten album musical artist,
and the founder of Nashville’s
Rabbit Room creative community.
Peterson has released over
ten albums since debuting with
the album Walk in 1996. Counting Stars, which includes fan
favorites such as “Dancing in the
Minefields,” “Many Roads,” and
“World Traveler,” is one of his most
successful albums and debuted in
2010 as number one on iTunes. His
most recent album, After All These
Years: A Collection, is full of songs
written over a span of two decades.
Peterson says, “I’ve noticed that
quite a few of the songs on After All
These Years are about the resur-

rection and the life of the world to
come.” The songs individually and
collectively express the homesickness of one who has lived in many
places and hesitates to call one
place home, but also the sense of
inexplicable nostalgia and longing
that all Christians feel for a world
that has not yet come. Peterson
claims that that’s his point: “…
What I’m really looking for is a
New Jerusalem,” he said. “If the
songs wake up a longing in folks
for that city, then maybe that’s the
whole point.”
Those who attended chapel
on Jan. 30 noticed that Peterson
also has a penchant for telling
stories, whether they are about his
teenage exploits or more recent
outdoor escapades. That tendency
manifests itself in his songwriting,
but also through his ability to work
with narrative and create compelling novels. Peterson released the
fourth book in The Wingfeather
Saga in summer of 2014, his series
of young adult fantasy novels about
three children and their trusty dog
Nugget.
Peterson’s love for books and
music led him to create the

New Art Facility
As stated in Covenant’s website,
“the number of students majoring
in art has increased six-fold in the
past decade,” and there is a need
to cater to the growing number.
“There are 70 art students right
now,” Morton explained. The Art
Barn, though charming, can no
longer accommodate the growth
of the Art Department. Professor
Morton continued to explain that
the Art Department requires space.
The department is less flexible than other departments; the
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BY CARRIE WOODWARD

Rabbit Room, an experiment
named after the pub room where
C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, and
the other Inklings once shared
their writings. Since its founding,
the Rabbit Room has become a
beloved Nashville creative space
in conjunction with Edgehill Café
as well as a platform for purchasing
podcasts, music, and books, as
well as fostering a sense
of creative
community and
encouraging
writers, musicians, pastors,
and artists.
The associated
Rabbit Room
Press, founded
in 2008,
publishes fiction, nonfiction,
and poetry, and
the Hutchmoot
conference is an
annual gathering of creative
thinkers in
celebration of
books, music,

and art.
As an award-winning author and
creator, Peterson is well-qualified
to teach the fiction writing class to
a small group of Covenant students,
enabled by the Nick Barker
Writer in Residence program. The
Nick Barker Writer in Residence
program was made possible by an
anonymous donor who sought to

honor and remember the late Dr.
Nick Barker, a former Covenant
English professor and vice president for academic affairs. Peterson
will spend his time at Covenant
over two short visits, during which
he will reinforce writing principles
and provide scope for fiction
writing and crafting unique fantasy
worlds.

Andrew Peterson leading Chapel druing the Neal Conference last fall. Photo by Abby Whisler

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

faculties couldn’t simply teach in
normal classrooms. The new art
facility will also feature a connectedness between faculty offices
and the studios, facilitating faculty
members to work on their own art
projects. “Here we communicate an
important example to our students
that the faculty member is a working artist,” said Professor Morton
in the college’s website. Through
this feature, students will be able
to participate alongside faculty
members in creating art.

As reported in the college’s website, the new facility will cost about
$2,200,000, with an additional
$500,000 for maintenance. So far,
$1,200,000 has been contributed
towards the cost.
The Art Department has proposed that a sculpture be built in
front of the new art facility. While
this plan hasn’t been set in stone
yet, the sculpture might be a kind
of public art that makes use of
crowd funding.
While the Art Department

is excited to welcome the new
other activities could be held there
building, the rest of the Covenant
as well.
community has
good reasons to
celebrate alongside the department. Professor
Morton hopes that
the upcoming art
facility will be
welcoming and
inspiring for the
Proposed as of Oct. 3, 2014, the new art building will feature
community, and
plenty of natural lighting and ghost people.
he imagines that

Faculty Quote of the Week

“You know what I have to say about Plato? Plato better hope he never meets me in a dark
alley because he RUINED Western culture.” - Dr. Ralston in Inklings

NEWS 60.24
3
Volume

THE
THEBAGPIPE
BAGPIPE

The Verdict
Yes to 80's skate night.
No to getting there 3
hours early and still not
getting skates.
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Changes to FAFSA
surmise the community college
Pell Grant gap is due in part to
a combination of low awareness
about federal financial aid
opportunities among community
college students and a daunting
federal financial aid application
process.”
However, Republican Senator
Lamar Alexander, from Tennessee, and Democratic Senator
Michael Bennet, from Colorado,
have co-authored a new motion
that simplifies the form from 108
determinants to a mere two: the
number of people in a household
and the household income from
two years prior.
The changes are part of
the senators’ Financial Aid
Simplification and Transparency

(FAST) Act, which would also
eliminate government subsidized
loans, solidify federal financial
aid to one of three loan programs
and the Pell Grant, and return the
Pell Grant program to year-round
status. Two plans are available for
loan repayment under the FAST
Act: income based and ten-year
based.
Senator Alexander argued that
the FAST Act would be a better
use of government spending on
education after Obama presented
America’s College Promise last
week, calling the existing FAFSA
“a ridiculous 108-question student aid application form which
discourages 2 million Americans
from applying for federal Pell
Grants that are already available

Deer Park at Rock City
more space and vegetation to live
naturally in the environment.
At the moment, Rock City
boasts nine fallow deer, and with
this expansion of space, the herd
is expected to keep growing.
Since each of the breeds
present in the fallow species
are represented in the little
herd, Rock City’s deer raising
program can expect fawns of all
possible fallow colors. Presently,
the herd even includes a rare
white fallow, which, according to
Rock City’s website, occurs in 1
in 10,000 deer. Jeff Raabe, the
director of operations for Rock
City, remarked on the Rock City
website, "The herds' genetics
and health will continue to be
managed closely to ensure a
strong and sustainable long-term
population of these special
animals." With this new phase
completed, the deer herd will
hopefully continue to grow while
becoming more self-sustained.
While the species is native to
Eurasia, fallow deer can survive
naturally in habitats like the one
Rock City supplies (though these
deer are currently supplemented

with corn). Although in places such
as Pennsylvania the deer are only
kept in domesticated, livestock
settings, they exist in the wild in
other states. Interestingly, a large
population of fallow deer lives wild
in central Georgia, where natural
predators are few. The fallow deer
appears to be a hardy species, as
it can survive naturally in both the
climates of Rhode Island and in
Texas. While some fallow deer in
the US (namely, the ones in Texas)
are popular in gaming reserves, the
deer in Rock City need not worry
about becoming exotic hunting
trophies. With the breeding
program mentioned above, Rock
City’s fallow deer population is
expected only to grow and continue
to entertain visitors. And so far, the
Deer Park seems to be succeeding
in that regard. Recently, Rock City
launched a social media campaign
to name the newest fallow fawn; the
winner of the contest received a
free family pass to Rock City.
When visiting our neighbor
Rock City, look around for the
newly-expanded fallow deer park.
It is possible to catch a glimpse
of the two fawns (born in 2013),
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to help pay community college
tuition.”
Beth Bailey, Director of Financial Aid at Covenant, appreciates
the efforts to simplify the FAFSA,
but is concerned about the danger
of oversimplifying and the bill’s
potentially negative implications
for families. “In our financial aid
process, we really use every piece
of the FAFSA that’s filled out,”
Bailey says, explaining that with
the revisions, it may be harder to
assess each family on a personal
level.
The revised FAST Act would
eliminate many of the federal
grants and loans financial aid
offices are used to considering,
potentially forcing schools to
create their own programs to

replace the lost funding. Though
Bailey maintains that it is still too
early to tell exactly how schools
will be impacted, she suspects
that if the revisions were passed,
offices might require more
dialogue with families to get a
holistic understanding of their
financial situation. Bailey is also
concerned about the elimination
of government subsidies, which
would allow student loans to
accrue interest over time.
“It would change a lot about the
landscape of financial aid in this
country,” says Bailey.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

"Currenly, Rock City boasts nine fallow deer..." Photo by SeeRockCity

or perhaps the rare white fallow
in residence there. The website
explains that the deer park is “visible from the wooden deck past Fat
Man's Squeeze.” If participating
in the sunrise service at Rock City

this Day of Prayer, take a donut
and wander towards that wooden
deck. Look past the gnomes, and
sight some fallow deer.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Emmett Gienapp at emmett.gienapp@covenant.edu.
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SIX WORD
STORY

Suspicious
looking
gumbo.
Comfy
new
toilet.
-Evan Ziegenfus
Submit your own six-word
story to Jamison Shimmel and
check out bagpipeonline.com
for more stories!
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Covenant's New Web Layout
Last week I noticed that the web
presence of Covenant College had
undergone a facelift. Being a visual
artist myself, I was intrigued to
scroll down a new, endless page
through the many boxy links,
interested in seeing what all had
potentially changed. And I wasn’t
the only one to notice–many
Covenant students, faculty, and
staff access the Covenant College
website daily.
The reasons vary, with email
and printing being key, while links
to the library page and perhaps
chapel podcasts follow in close
suit. Just as important is the traffic
from any high school or transfer
student stopping by in their search
for information regarding academics and life on the mountain. Many
departments utilize the website on
an hourly basis, guiding potential
applicants and interested parents
through the various pages and
links to department information,
photo albums, or other important
forms. Needless to say, the website
receives high traffic from the

campus community and inquiring
visitors constantly.
On any given day I will open the
Covenant webpage more times than
I can count. I continue to interact
with the website’s home-page
interface a good deal, making it
impossible to ignore the dramatic
changes in the visual presentation.
Front and center, under the usual
“tool bar” with drop-down links,
is the eye-catching photo banner
everyone knows well. Instead of
cycling through four or five images
while the page is opened, a single
image remains until the page is
refreshed. Below this begins an
organized arrangement of streamlined “boxes” including familiar
student profiles, faculty articles
and conversations, scotscasts,
recent videos, and more. According
to Jen Allen of the communications
office, they have worked to develop
a “responsive website in order for
better user experience on mobile
devices, as well as taking better
advantage of the space available
and allowing for more flexibility of

American Sniper Review
A reverent silence was felt as
viewers filed out of the theater
after watching American Sniper.
This awe-inspiring film by Clint
Eastwood realistically presents
the Afghan and Iraqi wars as
U.S. Marines and SEALS root out
terrorist insurgents. This movie
also presents the clash between the
necessity of war and the terror and
pain it brings to those involved.
Eastwood presents the Iraqi/Afghan
conflict as through the sights of
a rifle. It is focused almost completely on the life of Chris Kyle.
Other soldiers are merely peripheral additions to the narrative
and Eastwood certainly does not
try to engage with the insurgents
viewpoint. American Sniper is
simply the story of a barrel chested,
Texan American hero. It does not
explore the motivations or feelings
of other parties nor does it seek to
make a definitive point; it merely
presents the story in a realistic way
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and leaves the viewer to determine
the merits/demerits of war.
Bradley Cooper gives a stunning
performance as he embodies
Navy SEAL sniper Chris Kyle,
an American hero and one of the
deadliest snipers in American
history. After Kyle’s first tour his
life was forever changed. Peering
through the sights of a sniper rifle
Kyle pulls the trigger on hundreds
of Al-Qaeda insurgents and once,
when it was necessary, a woman
and child. Each time he pulls the
trigger he saves his friends’ lives,
and saving American soldiers
quickly becomes Kyle’s’ mission
and life purpose.
While at home, Kyle is restless
as visions of combat continually
run through his head. He feels an
urgent need to be back on duty saving soldiers. Kyle will be looking at
the television or his wife but really
seeing explosions and soldiers in
combat. This detachment makes

Kyle almost completely incapable
of interacting with his family and
friends while at home. However,
while on tour he is focused,
engaged and fully present.
After 1000 days of grueling
combat, Kyle is released on
permanent leave and returns to
his family. At home he continues
to struggle with guilt created by
a feeling that he is deserting his
fellow soldiers. Kyle resolves this
inner need to serve when he begins
to help veterans adjust to civilian
life. While serving these men Chris
is able to lead a productive, vibrant
civilian life. The movie ends on a
tragic note which compels audiences to consider the impact of war
on the minds and bodies of those
who engage in it as well as the
necessity of it.
This movie raises valuable
discussions on the meaning and
impact of war. It is not explicitly
for or against war but presents it

BY KATRINA JAMMER

content.” Visually this provides the
greatest change, a push toward a
more modern, “Apple-ized” style of
web design and smoother navigating as a fellow student pointed out.
Other visual tweaks include the
addition of Helvetica font to the
uppermost buttons, while the rest of
the font remains what we see used
in all Covenant’s mail communications and printed banners.
While I do appreciate the move
toward cleaner lines and a better
mobile experience, I share the
opinion of many students that there
are a few areas of issue. Perhaps
some of the discontent with the new
design is just change in general,
looking at something merely unfamiliar. Yet I can’t help but notice
some issues in the visual flow of
the design. The use of sans-serif
Helvetica seems confusing with
the consistent serif font throughout
the remainder of the website. And
while the white-bordered graph
of images and articles provides a
clean scroll through to the bottom,
the responsive format allows for

some “holes” to show in the grid
where the puzzle pieces don’t
quite fit seamlessly. This is much
like trying to justify a block of
text where all the words have odd,
uneven spacing between to create
an evenly bordered edge. If you
want to have a little fun, drag the
window smaller on your desktop
and watch the format respond to
the screen size, altering to a mobile
viewing experience.
And so, while I am excited
about a great mobile version that
is easy to use, I would love to see
continued critical design exploration of the desktop-viewed website
version. A few key interface tweaks
might help the seamless concept
flow better, while simple font
changes could also clean up the
visual aesthetic. However, when I
find it all too easy to critique the
web design on first impressions,
as an artist I must remember the
never-ending process required, and
hope that this is just the beginning
of Covenant College’s new visual
presence online.

BY JUSTIN JANTOMASO
in a realistic light.
American Sniper also
reminds American
civilians of the
extreme sacrifices
that our military
personnel make to
maintain our freedom
and the long lasting
negative effects of
war. All too often we
forget the pain and
suffering that our
veterans and current
military personnel
go through to protect
us. Go see American
Sniper; you will be
imbued with a new
understanding of the
horrors of war and
a renewed sense of
gratitude for those
who serve us in the
military.
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Herman Portraits
Have you ever tried to look at
someone's face and realized that
you're only looking at one of his
eyes? Then maybe you move to
their nose, or that little dip right
above their lips, or you start to
notice the quality of their skin.
It's incredibly hard to look at
someone's face and actually see the
whole face. it's almost impossible
to see the whole face of a person
at one moment. A two dimensional
rendition of facial features are
much easier, however, like a
painting or a photograph, because
it is flattened and simplified. You
can’t see the depth of a person’s
face, especially the infinite and
mysterious quality of the eye.
Well, to my pleasant surprise,
this was not the case in Bruce
Herman's portrait series, “Ordinary
Saints: On Facing, Servitude, and
Submission.” The nine portraits

that are currently in the art gallery
in the Kresge Memorial Library are
captivating in a full and complete
sense, bringing attention to the
eternal quality behind the human
face.
The exhibit in the library holds
significance both for its technique
and its intention. There is a
beautiful collaboration of metallic
and earthy tones, a mixture of fluid
and rough brush strokes, and a
naturalistic approach combined
with abstracted backgrounds.
Although these portraits bring
viewers some visual comfort, they
function as complex studies of
the human face. Some, but not all
of the portraits are of the artist’s
family members. One of the more
compelling portraits is that of his
granddaughter, titled Firefly. The
young, sweet profile of the girl is
in the bottom right corner, while
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BY ANDREA BEACHLEY

the rest of the large canvas is filled
with strokes and colors that evoke
feelings of youth, creativity, and
unorganized vitality. This composition is strikingly different from
from the portrait of the artist’s son,
in which the man is in the middle
of the canvas and the background
is a rough pattern of silver painted
squares. Each face communicates
different emotions of comfort, love,
and respect. The portraits evoke
thoughts of curiosity as the subtle
differences creating a meaningful,
personable quality in each portrait.
From the complexity of each
face, we begin to see the intention
of the artist. Herman states in his
summary of the exhibit, "every face
is potentially an icon of the Holy
Face." This idea becomes actualized as he captures the mysterious
complexity and beauty of a face.
In observing.these beautiful faces,

we are drawn to the Creator. The
face of a loved one may be the
window in which we see the face
of our eternal Father; we begin to
experience the infinite depth of
love for another being. Herman’s
exhibit draws to mind Psalm 34:5,
which states “Those who look to
him are radiant; their faces are not
ashamed.” The artist emphasizes
the radiance of a face that is filled
with the Spirit, proposing that we
can see other people in the way
that God sees us: redeemed and
radiant.
Bruce Herman’s work has been
shown in galleries around the world
and published in books, magazines,
and journals. The artist himself is
worth learning about, and at the
least, his exhibit is worth experiencing. The exhibit also features
many biblical references, given by
the artist, in order to emphasize

the intention of the portraits. The
subjects of his portrait series are
people that he sees as “ordinary
saints”: people that are touched
by the Spirit and therefore strive
to live biblically. Ephesians five is
given to discuss the role of submission in the Christian faith, and he
references Philippians two and the
importance of servitude. There is a
relationship with the artist and the
subject, and the spiritual aspect of
those relationships creates an even
greater amount of depth. “Ordinary
Saints” will be up until March 6
and there will be a reception on
March 3 at 7:00 p.m., followed by a
lecture at 8:00 p.m. in the Library’s
art gallery.

Portraits from the library, photo by Abby Whisler
If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.
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2016 Republicans Presidential Candiates
Whether you like it or not, the
2016 presidential election is
underway. As President Obama
begins the last two years of his
presidency, the field of would-be
candidates eagerly jockey to
replace him. What begins now,
a year before primary voters cast
their votes, is the “invisible primary,” where potential candidates
work feverishly behind the scenes
to court donors, create campaign
apparatuses, and boost their name
recognition and policy credentials.
While many see Hillary Clinton’s

nomination for the Democratic
Party as inevitable, the Republican
field is anybody’s guess.
The 2014 midterm elections, in
which Republicans won control of
the Senate and also claimed victory
in several gubernatorial elections,
were interpreted by many pundits
and analysts as a sign that Republicans have the upper-hand going
into 2016. However, if Hillary
Clinton does win the nomination
for the Democratic Party, the
Republican candidate will have a
significant challenge ahead of him

or her.
First, Republicans need a candidate who can unify the party. Too
many of the potential candidates
base their support on a particular
faction. For example, Senator Rand
Paul’s ideological commitments
are very well developed. He is an
important critical voice within the
GOP, but if he were nominated, he
would certainly alienate much of
his potential Republican support.
Ted Cruz, a Tea Party favorite,
suffers from the same problem.
Republicans also need a candidate
who can appeal across
party lines. Candidates
like Mike Huckabee
and Rick Santorum,
who enjoy support of the
Christian conservative
contingency, will find it
difficult to get votes from
independents. Wisconsin
Governor Scott Walker is
a rising star in the 2016
field and a huge hit with
the white middle-class
GOP base, but has so
far made no efforts to
It is still to be decided who will run against the likely Democratic Candidate, Hilary Clinton. Photo broaden his message to
by the Associate Press
moderates.

Knife Wounds
Ever since a notorious incident
involving a serpent and some
infamous fruit, sin has been a
pervasive and destructive influence
in both our world and individual
lives. This original sin broke the
world, and all people to come after
Adam and Eve have been born
tainted by it. But the good news
for sinners is this: Christ died for
us and the stain of sin is removed.
However, to leave the past sentence
as it is would be a limited presentation of the Gospel.
Historically, the nations we
call the global “West” (generally
understood as the United States
and most of Western Europe),
have been nations of conquerors.
Imperialism, colonialism, and

BY CONRAD MEEK

Reconciling bipartisan appeal with
party unification is tricky. Even if a
candidate can walk this tightrope,
they run the risk of being described
as bland, robotic, or ideologically
uncommitted as they adjust their
views to gain mass appeal. This
was part of Romney’s downfall in
2012. If a happy medium exists,
Romney failed to find it. The
Republicans cannot afford to make
this mistake again.
With these credentials in mind, a
few candidates come to mind as
viable options for a Republican
White House. The current “frontrunner” of the race is Jeb Bush,
brother of President George W.
Bush and son of President George
H.W. Bush. Bush may not be loved
among Libertarian, Tea Party or
even Christian conservative voters,
but they don’t hate him either. Not
hating someone is a low standard to
set for unity, but it might be enough
to win. He is also making conscious
efforts to court bipartisan support.
His moderate views may make him
unpopular with diehard conservatives, but this same moderation
could get him elected.
Other candidates also fit these

qualifications but have problems
that might hurt them in a general
election. Marco Rubio could be
an excellent candidate, but he
might be seen as too young. Chris
Christie, an early favorite even
before Romney had lost in 2012,
is unpopular in the polls right now.
In addition, the other candidates
mentioned (Paul, Walker, Cruz,
Huckabee, Santorum) as well
as some who were not (such as
Governors Bobby Jindal and Rick
Perry), could find the right message
and right circumstances to deliver
a win. But apart from the principles
outlined above, this will probably
be difficult.
This is what the Republican Party
must do if they want to win the
presidency. As much as we all like
to discuss ideology and engage
in political rhetoric, ideology
and rhetoric will not deliver the
Republicans the White House.
The policy issues are important,
but the ability to form a coalition
within and across party lines will
deliver the the votes Republican
candidates need to succeed.

minds have glazed over this aspect
of the gospel in favor of a dominant
focus on justification. This focus
ultimately impairs our approach to
ministry. We’ve become so concerned with the forgiveness of sins
(as good and holy and beautiful as
it is) that we end up applying it to
the han of people’s lives.
In the practical sense, our
conquerors’ view of justification
leads to us ascribe the blame for
a sinful act back on the victim’s
past sin. Too often pastors and
counselors attempt to find the “root
sin” of a victim of rape or consider
the infliction of disease to be
divine punishment. I don’t mean
to diminish the doctrine of original
sin, for indeed all have sinned

and fall short of the glory of God
(Rom 3:23), but I don’t believe that
every calamity befalling a person
is meant as God’s active enactment
of karma. To acknowledge han
would be to acknowledge that the
brokenness of the world means
that often times the innocent suffer
inexplicably.
Taking this into consideration,
the power and significance of the
Gospel is extended to its fullest
magnificence and potency. For
Jesus Christ did not just die to
atone for sins, but to heal the
wounds caused by sin, whose
healing is fully realized and made
whole with the hope of heaven.

BY MARK ERICKSON

domination comprise our history.
Now, with the benefit of hindsight, we look back in horror at all
of our offenses and injustices. We
then cry out for mercy, and rejoice
in the truth that our sins have been
atoned for. The blood on our hands
has been washed clean, but whose
blood was it?
Sin has a two-fold consequence:
1) justice is demanded upon the
one who committed the sin, and
2) the one who has been sinned
against is hurt. Korean theologian
Andrew Sung Park introduces the
Korean word “han” to help understand the second consequence. Han
means “a critical wound generated
by unjust psychosomatic, social,
political, economic, and cultural

repression and oppression,” and is
the receiving end of sin.
In short, if sin is the knife, then
han is the gash. As an example,
consider Cain and Abel. When
Cain kills Abel , Abel’s blood
cries out to God from the ground
(Gen 4:10) because of the injustice
enacted upon him. This crying out
is han.
Now think of Jesus’ earthly
ministry. Jesus ministered to the
downtrodden, raised up the weak,
and empowered the powerless.
Much of his attention was focused
on victims: the orphan, the widow,
the poor, the alien. Not only did
he die to forgive our sins, he died
so that the broken may be healed.
However, I believe our Western
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Chaplain Lowe speaking in chapel, photo by Covenant Communications Department

Preaching is Not a Postlude to Worship

BY PETER VAN NESS

I can’t take credit for the title of
this article. It’s actually a little
nugget I read on Chris Larson’s
Twitter feed a couple of years
ago, and I’ve thought of it a lot
since the first time I read it. His
words,”Preaching is not a postlude
to worship,” present clearly an idea
that I think is applicable to the
Church and, more specifically, the
way we approach chapel.
What sprung the idea of writing
about this topic was actually
something that happened during
chapel. Here’s the story: Before the
speaker took the stage, we were
worshipping corporately through
song, doing something explicitly
commanded in Scripture. In the
row behind me, I heard a student
singing with a lot of gusto and
passion. This is good. I wholeheartedly believe in musical worship,
but I was bothered by what
happened during the speaker’s talk.
The student behind me, who had

been singing with such fervor, was
sleeping.
This dichotomy of worship,
between active musical worship
and declining to listen actively to
preaching, is, I think, indicative of
a problem in a large portion of the
Church today. Music receives more
and more focus, and it is becoming
a larger portion of church services.
Its purpose has become, in many
cases, to evoke emotion rather than
to point to God. After they sing,
many people glaze over or mess
around on their phones during the
sermon. It’s really a problem with
the lay person’s attitude toward
musical worship and preaching
rather than with the style of music.
I don’t mean to say that I think
Covenant has demagogues leading
worship or that I think excellent
music in worship is wrong. I mean
that, however important musical
worship is, the importance of the
preaching of God’s Word should be

maintained and revered.
Simply stated, the aforementioned student valued the act of
worship in singing more than the
act of worship in learning about
God. That brings me to my main
point: The sermon is a way we
worship God.
Let me expound. We hear
and talk a lot at Covenant about
worshipping God by studying
general revelation. The other
revelation, special revelation, is
the focus of a good sermon, and as
its name indicates, is special and
particular. So if learning about the
general revelation is a means of
worship, learning about the special
revelation is undoubtedly a form
of worship. Hearing more about
and from God is thus to know Him
better.
On to a practical application:
As stated above, learning from
sermons is a means of worship.
Why don’t people treat it as such?

I think it is a number of different
reasons, and they vary from person
to person.
The cause of this problem isn’t
my main address; the need for
change is. Maybe this isn’t an issue
at all for you; many of you have
been blessed by your parents’,
churches’ and schools’ emphases
on God’s Word. But in the future
Church, the one peopled by all of
today’s young people (including
those who sleep during chapel
talks), the sermon may be greatly
undervalued. This is a problem.
We all need to understand that
listening to a sermon, although it’s
not a form of worship that involves
every person vocally, is still active
worship because we come to know
God better through sermons. When
we make a concerted effort to
comprehend, to learn from and to
apply them, the principles taught
cut us to the core, so acting as
though they are irrelevant seems

limited in its understanding and
effort.
How could a person argue that
a sermon is ineffective if he is
asleep during it? Maybe people
would make excuses about it
being easier to stay focused while
standing and doing something.
That’s a misunderstanding of our
role as Christians: We’re not called
to do for God only the things that
come easily. I don’t dispute that
it’s easier to stay awake while
standing and singing than it is
while someone else is talking, but
I think it’s important for all of us
to try to overcome ourselves for
twenty minutes and pay attention,
worshipping and learning to the
glory of God.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Lynae Rockwell lynae.rockwell@covenant.edu.
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Covenant Spotlight: Campus Yoga
For anyone looking to spice up their workout
routine or try something new, yoga may be
the answer for you. Covenant is offering a
yoga class every Wednesday from 8:00-9:00
p.m. The class is open to all ages and all
levels of experience. To find out more about
this opportunity, I talked with Covenant's
very own yoga instructor, Andrea Beachley.
Catherine: About how many on average
take the yoga class? Are they all female?
Andrea: The smallest class was three girls,
the largest was 14-15. Guys do come,
however we usually have more girls. There
have been a few classes with equal amounts
of each gender.
CL: What is the level of expertise required
to do your yoga class?
AB: Every week there is usually someone
who has never done yoga before, which is
great. I love having brand new people come,
yet there are usually a few people that have
more experience and can be a really good
visual guide in case you get confused at any
time.

CL: How long have you done yoga?
AB: I've been practicing yoga for around
2 and a half years. I became a 200hr RYT
(registered yoga teacher) last December of
2014.
CL: What do you think yoga has to offer
Covenant students? How does it differ from
other workouts such as running or lifting?
What do you personally love about it?
AB: Yoga is a really great and often a safer
way to keep your body healthy, but it is a
mental practice as well. Anybody can do
yoga, but it also will be different for everyone. For some people, it can be vulnerable
to stand in big poses and stay determined in
the posture. For others, the slower, seated
postures might be difficult because they
might have a racing mind or they don't want
to be still. I think that a good yoga class will
be one in which you are challenged both
physically and mentally, and those challenges will be different for everyone. Yoga
instructors intend to instruct physical poses
but encourage the students to stay aware of
what's going on in their mind.

CL: Do participants express that the class
has helped them get more physically fit? If
so, what muscles are strengthened?
AB: I haven't had a student tell me that
they feel more physically fit, per se, but
you're free to ask or try it out. Yoga works
all of your muscles. The longer you practice
yoga, the more you become aware and can
incorporate all the parts of your body into
the movements and poses. It lengthens your
body by stretching, it strengthens your body
by holding poses and often balancing quite
a bit, and it relaxes your body by breathing
and being aware of your breath throughout
the class. As I said before, hopefully it does
the same thing for your mind: creating space,
strengthening, and releasing tension.
CL: Yoga has a potential for injury for those
unfamiliar with their bodies, how do you
emphasize safety?
AB: That's very true. Yoga teachers should
always give options and modifications,
especially for more challenging poses.
Students should always tell the instructor if
they are dealing with any type of injury or

BY CATHERINE LANDERS

healing from something. Most importantly,
the students should come in with no expectations of what their body can and cannot do.
People who are really flexible can have just
as much chance for injury as someone who is
as stiff as a board. I would tell any student,
new or experienced, to take it slow, listen to
your body, and don't do anything that I might
tell you to do that feels painful or like it may
be unsafe for your body. Yoga is absolutely
not about making your body look a certain
way or fit a certain image, short term or long
term. We use the yoga poses to fit our own
bodies, rather than the misconception that
we use our bodies to fit a yoga pose.
It certainly sounds like this is a great
opportunity for Covenant students. Andrea
answered all of my questions, but if you are
interested in finding out more you can contact her, or stop by the class next Wednesday
at 8:00 to see for yourself. She would love to
see you there!

Andrea Beachley, Junior Philosophy major and yoga instructor, photo by Abby Whisler
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