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On Feb. 2, the Campus Stewardship Committee (CSC) and
Chartwells plan to begin Project
Clean Plate. Project Clean Plate
is a program that has been implemented on college campuses across
the United States. Its goals are to
“provide awareness of international
hunger, help students to locally
combat hunger, reduce waste,
and save energy.” These are lofty
goals, but come from a truly simple
program.
The most obvious goal of Project
Clean Plate is to waste less food.
For the past week, Chartwells
has been monitoring the weight
of the food waste produced in the
Great Hall. Over the next month
as the program runs, Chartwells
will continue to monitor waste
while students will be making a
conscious effort to throw away less.
Last year, a weeklong trial of
project clean plate was conducted.
The goal of the project was to
reduce waste by 10 percent.
Covenant students exceeded that
percentage by more than double
and reduced by 24 percent. This
year, the goal is to reduce waste by
25 percent and maintain that for an
entire month. Data will be gathered
for the duration of the program and

Last Wednesday, Jan. 14, the
Student Senate approved the Tech
Club's petition for the acquisition
of the Cube 3, a new 3D printer.
In Fall 2013, the Tech Club's
president, John Holland, appealed
to Student Senate for the funding
of Covenant's first 3D printer. After
receiving an amount less than what
he had asked for, Holland decided
to use the money he had been
given to buy a different printer—a
Solidoodle 2 that did not include
important things such as a warranty
or customer support. Although this
purchase was made with the best
of intentions, it caused the Tech
Club some problems due to its age
and relative cheapness. The team
spent a lot of their time trying to fix
the printer instead of actually using
it, and eventually it was declared
obsolete.
The Cube 3, however, will have
a warranty and customer support,
and is expected to last at least 5
years. This 3D printer will have
the ability to take plastic and melt
it to print a solid object on a 6”x
6”x6” print bed. According to Nick
Gilbert, the current president of the
Tech Club, the entire student body
will have access to it with certain
limitations.

Beth Bailey, the College's Financial Aid Director, works in her office, photo by Abby Whisler

BY GARRETT SISSON
On Jan. 9, at Pellissippi Community College in Knoxville, Tenn.,
President Obama announced
that he plans to make community
college free for "all students if they
attend classes at least half time
and maintain a grade point average
of 2.5 or better.” Under this proposal, entitled “America’s College
Promise,” the federal government
would provide 75 percent of funds,
and the states would supply the
rest. The program is expected
to cost sixty billion dollars over
the course of ten years. During
his State of the Union address

on Jan. 20, Obama revealed that
some of the funds would be raised
by altering the annual tax breaks,
ultimately resulting in a “middle
class economy.”
Covenant’s Professor of Community Development Steve Corbett
sees college, and community
college in particular, as an important bridge between the poverty
class and the working lower-middle
class. “High school education is
just not enough,” Corbett says,
explaining that the world is moving
toward a “knowledge economy”
and a need for skilled workers. On
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this matter, Corbett agrees with
President Obama, who stated in
his address that a community
college education is comparable to
what a high school education was
100 years ago.
“Could we afford it? Of course.
It’s just a matter of how you
prioritize government spending,”
says Corbett, who notes that this is
a classic divider between right and
left political party lines. Corbett
maintains that students should
have to invest in some non-tuition
expenditures themselves, in order
to take ownership of their educaCONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Slider's Pizza
Slider’s Pizza has arrived to fill
the pizza-shaped void in the
hearts of Lookout Mountain
residents. No longer are Covenant
students forced to depend solely
on Mr. T’s delivery service to sate
pizza-hungry appetites. Located
on Scenic Highway less than ten
minutes south of Covenant’s main
campus, Slider’s Pizza (“Handmade
from Scratch”) is locally owned and
operated by the Slider family and,
according to the Facebook page,
“wants to fix the pizza dilemma
on our mountain.” Whether or not
Slider’s will be able to adequately
answer the demands of Covenant’s
pizza-loving student body remains
to be seen.
The pizza itself has received
mixed reviews, online and around
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Covenant. While some Bagpipe
staff members raved about the
superior flavor and sublime location, the pizza has also gained a
reputation for being overpriced and
underbaked. Posters on the restaurant’s Facebook page are divided
and have left comments varying
from positive statements such as
“Best crust I’ve ever had!” to the
optimistic but dubious, “They just
need a little more practice on the
actual baking…otherwise, taste
and quality are excellent!”
Housed in a quaint red-roofed
shack with a walk-up window
that provides a view of a bit of the
dough and sauce chaos occurring
on a regular day of pizza making,
Slider’s offers pick-up pizza and
delivery. Since opening on Oct.

17, 2014, amid raffle contests,
special pizza deals, and huge cans
of Hunt’s tomato sauce, the Slider
family has done most of the grunt
work themselves in order to get
their fledgling business with the
motto, “Handmade from Scratch,”
off of the ground.
The menu features pizzas such
as “Meaty Treaty,” a meat-lover’s
extravaganza complete with pepperoni, sausage, beef, ham, and
Applewood bacon, and “Greenhouse,” a vegetarian pizza with
mushrooms, black olives, onion,
bell pepper, and tomato. Most
pizzas are sold in both 12” and
16” sizes, and the Facebook page
provides regular updates of pizza
deals and promotional prices, like
their student and law enforcement

discount or pizza-soda combos.
Since the opening in October,
Slider’s has expanded their menu
to include specialty items, like the
decadent-looking “Brownie Bottom
Cheesecake” and, most notably,
“Chicago-style” deep dish pizza
oozing with greasy cheese that they
claim is easily comparable to that
found in Chicago itself.
Participation in Chattanooga’s Harvested Here program
is evidence of the business’s
commitment to using fresh produce
and homemade dough. Harvested
Here is a Chattanooga food hub
that connects local farmers to
local restaurants and kitchens in
an effort to “secure the future of
a healthy regional food supply.”
Harvested Here Food Hub also is

responsible for distributing fresh
food to Chattanooga businesses like
Southern Squeeze, 1885 Grill, and
The Farmer’s Daughter. Slider’s
proudly posts on its social media
accounts photos of food items inthe-making, including their fresh
ingredients pre-cooking.
While working to perfect their
pizzas, Slider’s also intends to
continue expanding its menu
and experimenting with new
recipes and ingredients. While the
increased availability of pizza and
its location seems to fill a niche in
the Lookout Mountain community,
it is worth noting that Slider’s is
closed Monday and Tuesday and is
only open until 9 p.m. on Wednesdays and Thursdays and 8 p.m. on
Sundays.

Obama's Free Education?
tion. He argues, though, that the
country should prioritize removing
obstacles to attending college
because it helps those in the lower
classes build confidence that they
can escape the cycle of poverty.
There is certainly a precedent
for government funded education
with federally funded public high
schools and the federal grant
program. In fact, Tennessee has
already begun implementing free
tuition for community colleges
with their “Tennessee Promise
Program,” which has inspired
efforts in Mississippi, Oregon,
and Chicago, Illinois, as well as
President Obama’s own proposal.
However, the plan as it stands
faces heavy criticism. Alabama
Senator Bradley Byrne states that,
"Most states, including Alabama,
are already stretched far too thin,
and it would be unlikely they could
bear the financial burden.” According to the American Association
of State Colleges and Universities,

"This demand may well result in
a rationing of available slots at
community colleges or in diminished quality because of drastically
reduced per-student expenditures.”
Dr. Steve Kaufmann, Covenant’s
specialist in the changing philosophy of American education,
argues that the problem has
been misidentified entirely. “The
issue is not access. The issue
is support,” Kaufmann says.
Kaufmann cites statistics saying
that of the 8 million community
college students across the country,
65-80 percent drop out before
graduation. In addition, a study by
the Community College Research
Center reveals that more than
60 percent of community college
students take at least one remedial
or developmental course before
graduation. Kaufmann suggests that
the money would be better spent
improving the educational system
as a whole and creating support
programs for students to build

WWW.ONEFORALL.COM

retention. Professor Corbett agrees,
recommending a financial incentive
for those who earn their degrees
alongside a means-tested system of
financial aid.
With a Republican-controlled

Congress and bad press from both
conservative and liberal media
outlets, it is unlikely that Obama’s
proposal to make community
colleges completely free will even
pass. However, the proposal raises

an important dialogue about the
government’s responsibility in
funding education that is likely to
continue shaping the country over
the next several years.

Faculty Quote of the Week

"This is because the only camping skill Dr. Green has still maintained is his ability to
put out campfires using only his bodily fluids."
-Dr. Kelly Kapic, intoducing Dr. Jay Green in Chapel on Monday
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The Verdict
Yes to Super Bowl
Sunday
No to women still being
objectified on screen
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3-D Printer on Campus
In order to use the printer,
one must be accustomed to the
Cubify software that can be run
on Apple and Windows software
and even through mobile phones.
Gilbert thinks there may be two
options to resolve this: either
students will try to learn how to
use the software, or they will be
able to email a printing request
to the Tech Club's website. From
there, computer science work
study students will be responsible
for getting the prints to people.
Gilbert would personally like
people to see the process of the
printer for themselves, but he
notes that there are still some
details that need to be figured out.
"I think that by having
experience with this technology,
Covenant students will have an
edge when this stuff becomes
really mainstream," Gilbert said,
describing what he believes is the
student body's main benefit from
the Cube 3. "3D printing in the

future is going to be an appliance.
Five years down the road when
this is a consumer-level product,
it can be used to solve the issue of
needing parts that aren't produced
anymore, such as old car parts."
According to student body
president Harris Stevens, the
entire Student Senate "was
excited about getting a new
printer and the budget was
approved unanimously." Stevens
agrees with Gilbert's opinion
regarding students being involved
with current technology.
"Based on what I've read and
seen, 3D printing is going to be
increasingly important in our
society so exposing students to
it early will give them an opportunity to learn about important
new technology and stay relevant
rather than falling behind," says
Stevens. "Whether it's learning
the intricacies of the hardware
or software for students pursuing
tech careers or just learning how
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to operate the machine for the rest
of the students, I think having a
3D printer on campus is widely
beneficial."
Gilbert expects that the printer
will be on campus within the next

CSC Handles Food Waste
the results will be processed and
revealed sometime before May.
Once the amounts are totaled,
Chartwells will donate food to
the Chattanooga Food Bank in
proportion to the food saved.
Students’ role in this process is
easy: just think before you take.
The Project Clean Plate website
offers several tips to reduce
waste: don’t choose less than
you need, but “take what you’ll
eat, and eat what you take.” If
students know they’re not hungry,
consciously create smaller
portions rather than going on
autopilot and getting more than a
typical portion size. The website
points out you can always go back
for seconds if the first portion was
too small.
The process of thinking about
food serves to remind students
about the global issue of hunger.
By integrating information

about waste with facts about
hunger, there is a strange discrepancy: although globally a third to a
half of food is wasted, 805 million
people on Earth battle hunger
according to the World Food
Program. Not eating sandwich
crusts doesn’t harm starving
children, but choosing food wisely
is key to honoring what God has
given. Project Clean Plate provides
students with a way to fight hunger
locally. For every hundred pounds
of waste reduced, Chartwells will
donate a hundred pounds of food
to a local food bank. By making an
effort to not waste food, students
are contributing to those who need
help.
Rachel Dance, co-chair of the
CSC, is excited about this program
and its “potential to reduce our
environmental impact on campus.”
According to a USDA study,
30 percent of food produced in

month, and after computer science
work study students and the Tech
Club learn the software, it will be
open for all of campus to use.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

America is thrown away, which
is significant for several reasons.
Food waste is more complicated
than taking out a couple extra
trash bags; it is part of a system
of production and disposal. The
food production process requires
large inputs of land, labor, water,
and transportation to produce food
that, because of waste practices,
is destined for the dump. The
most obvious result of food waste
comes at the end of the process,
when food waste represents a
huge strain on the landfill system.
Food decomposition produces
methane gas, which is a stronger
greenhouse than carbon dioxide.
As an example of how severe these
effects can be, the land that the
US uses to produce food that is
wasted is equivalent to the size
of Mexico. Just as small pieces
of waste add up fast, the same
goes for small actions in waste

prevention. Project Clean Plate
may not solve world hunger or
repair Earth’s ecosystems, but it
can contribute to that process.
If each of Covenant’s over 1000
students is a bit more careful about
food choices for the next month, a
significant amount of food can be
donated to the shelter. Additionally, thoughtful food practices may
become established that lead to
long-term change. Reducing the
Great Hall’s food waste by a fourth
is completely within our grasp.
The CSC encourages students
that once they’ve reached the
goal, they should continue the
waste-conscious practice and make
it their new norm. Programs like
these are not designed to make
a short term change and then go
back to old habits. “Change begins
with small steps,” says Dance. “I
believe this is an important move
forward in being more conscious of

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Emmett Gienapp at emmett.gienapp@covenant.edu.
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SIX WORD
STORIES
Widely known as “flash fiction” among certain sects
of progressive Himalayan
wordsmiths, the SIX WORD
STORY is a simple telling of
a potential literary moment
in only six words, leaving the
details up to the audience’s
imagination and communal
wonderment.

Found
makeup
drawer.
Dad’s
a clown.
-Evan Ziegenfus
Submit your own six-word
story to Jamison Shimmel and
check out bagpipeonline.com
for more stories!
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New Play Festival
This spring the Covenant College
Theatre Department will diverge
from its traditional spring musical
in order to put on a brand new
event. Dubbed the “New Play Festival,” this event is a compilation of
ten new ten-minute plays that deal
with the topic “Returning Home,”
which are written by students and
staff of Covenant College. In an
interview, theatre department head
Deborah Kirby, the advent advisor,
called the play festival a “celebration for the performing arts.” She
explained the event’s focus,
saying, “since the playwrights who
submitted plays were not delegated
just to the theatre department, we
have an opportunity of seeing what
abundant talent lies around our
campus."
Not only did students and staff
write the plays, but students will
also be spearheading the entire
festival, which is scheduled for
mid-April. Students of Covenant
College will lead every aspect of
the festival, including writing,
directing, acting, and technical
work. Senior Nina Brock is in
charge of the festival, assisted by

co-producer and junior Garrett
Sisson. Kirby said about the team,
“Nina and Garrett are essential
to me and this project. They are
going to be my hands, and feet, and
organizers. Nina is also producing
the festival for her SIP and so she
will be learning and recording her
experiences, which will be vital
if we do this again. And Garrett
has the passion and drive to be an
excellent right-hand man to Nina so
that her load won't be too heavy.”
While directors have already
been selected, open auditions will
be held in the coming weeks, in
which anyone from the Covenant
student body can try out for one
of the ten plays. Brock explained
that as a result of this being so new
and involving so many students,
she would define the event as
successful if “any of the plays move
the audience in some way, I would
say that the festival was a success.”
As part of her SIP, Brock is heavily
involved in every aspect of the
show, from reading and deciding
the final plays to auditioning and
organizing rehearsals; she has her
hands full keeping the festival

Gushing on Gone Girl
In light of the hype surrounding the
David Fincher-directed film adaptation of Gillian Flynn’s thriller
novel Gone Girl, I went and saw it
for myself . My hopes were up and
I was excited despite the fact that
I hadn’t seen a single preview. At
the same time, I lacked knowledge
as to the plot, beside the fact that I
knew it was labeled “jarring.” Well,
I found it to be pretty darn jarring.
SPOILER ALERT now, just in case
you haven’t seen this movie and
ever want to take the plunge. For
those of you who would like to read
the gut reactions that Elizabeth
Ann Fogal had to Gone Girl, keep
reading.
The film opens with a voice-over
monologue by the main character,
Nick Dunne: “When I think of my
wife, I always think of the back of

her head. I picture cracking her
lovely skull, unspooling her brain,
trying to get answers. The primal
question of a marriage: What are
you thinking? How are you feeling?
What have we done to each other?
What will we do?” As the opener to
a movie, that is quite an alarming
sequence of questions. In one
sense, it addresses the brokenness
of human relationships, which
is a nice nugget of reality, but is
also unsettling. It terrifies those of
us who have ever thought, “Hey,
maybe I’ll be married one day.”
Yeah, and then maybe your spouse
will want to crack your skull open
because you’re so frustrating! But
okay, okay, he’s just trying to creep
you out, and he succeeds. Let’s get
on with the rest of the movie.
The film moves on to what seems
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BY JAMISON SHIMMEL
running. However, Brock explained
that this is something that intrigues
her, and as an actress “having the
opportunity to try something new
that will be valuable to my resume
excites me greatly, and I look
forward to journaling (a large part
of her SIP assignment) every step of
this journey.”
The process of creating this new
event was neither quick nor easy.
When asked about the formation
of the New Play Festival Kirby
explained, “the idea came about as
a result of several different factors.
We have an adjunct professor who
comes to campus every spring
to teach either playwriting or
screenwriting but up till now hasn’t
provided an avenue for students
showcase their work.” Secondly,
Kirby was part of a festival like this
in Washington, DC and saw what
a wonderful opportunity it was for
so many people to participate in
one singular event. Everyone from
playwrights, to actors, directors,
designers, stage managers, set
building crew, backstage crew, and
producers will be needed to pull
this off.

The creation of the New Play
Festival has been in the works
for months, and when it was
announced last year that the
Theatre Department would not
be putting on a Spring Musical,
many were surprised and confused.
However, as the festival became
a reality, nerves were eased and
interest began to pique. At the
initial meeting, organized and led
by Brock, over 30 students came
for more information. While the
numbers are promising, Kirby
explains that more students are
needed in order for the festival
to be a success saying, “We still
need more people, however, to get
this event off the ground. In my
estimation, we will need over 50
people - from actors to backstage
crew to publicity folks - and all the
jobs in between to do the inaugural
event.” With that in mind, if you
are looking to get involved with the
New Play Festival in any capacity
either performing or on the tech
side, email Nina Brock for more
information regarding performance
dates and tickets will be available
in the coming weeks.

BY BETH ANN FOGAL

to be a typical suspense/thriller.
Husband comes home on their
anniversary. The house has been
broken into. Wife is gone. Husband
freaks out. The investigation begins
and towards the middle of the
movie, you realize it’s just another
Secret Window or Fight Club: the
main guy did the deed, but he’s
schizophrenic so he doesn’t know
what he’s done. But just when you
think you’ve figured it out… BAM.
The wife is still alive! She’s speeding down the highway, chomping on
Twizzlers, and thinking about how
much she wanted out of her stupid
marriage! Now, I almost let out a
cheer in the theatre at this point.
The woman is the one to make
the crazy getaway? The woman is
the mastermind behind a scheme
designed to acquire the desires

typically associated with men?
Not the most honorable goal, but I
enjoy an unexpected swapping of
gender-roles.
Halfway through the novel (and
much quicker into the film), we
discover she’s hiding out in the
backwoods of Mississippi after
dyeing and cutting her hair, getting
new clothes, the whole bit. Then
you find out that this girl has an
intense plan to thoroughly frame
her husband and put him on death
row. And if she can’t accomplish
the goal, she’ll just kill herself.
End it. Just like that. At this point,
I was super confused as to why she
started this mess in the first place,
but things were moving too fast for
me to stop and think about it.
Jump ahead to the part where
Girl gets the money stolen, money

she needed to complete her plan, so
she phones up creepy ex-boyfriend
Neil Patrick Harris (who I cannot
see as any character but Barney
Stinson). We also find out, through
her husband’s increasing research
on his wife, that she faked getting
raped by another ex-boyfriend.
Back to Neil: he’s basically Barney
Stinson, but just turn down the bro
and turn up the psycho. Also, don’t
get attached to him. She starts to
create the same circumstance she
put her other ex in, but then slices
his throat in the act. Yes, THE act.
People are unclothed and blood is
everywhere and this, my friends, is
when I decided that I would never
see this movie again.
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Selma for the Priviledged
Selma was released in 2014 to
honor the 50th anniversary of
the Selma marches. It came at a
convenient time in our country’s
history, as the Eric Garner, Michael
Brown, and Tamir Rice incidents
have stimulated a national
conversation about our supposedly
post-racial society. Intrigued, I was
ready to see Selma when it came
out. Selma was a phenomenal work,
and it’s deserving of our attention
not only as a well-made film, but as
a thought-provoking story. Selma
was a phenomenal work, and it’s
deserving of our attention not
only as a well-made film, but as a
thought-provoking story.
The movie is framed around a
series of three attempted marches
across the Edmund Pettus Bridge
in Selma, Ala. to the state capitol
in Montgomery; for the purposes of
this article, I’ll give a brief summary of the first half. At the same
time as the marches, Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. is urging President
Lyndon Johnson to pass what would

become the Voting Rights Act of
1965. The first march is a largely
grassroots march of five hundred
marching two-by-two down the
sidewalk. The protesters are nearly
(if not entirely) African-American,
and are beaten and tear-gassed
by state troopers on horseback as
they attempt to cross the bridge;
unsuccessful, they retreat back
across the bridge. Television and
news reporters are nearby, and the
brutal attack captures the nation’s
attention. Dr. King’s organization,
the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC), steps in, and
issues a call to the clergy and
concerned citizens to join them on
a new march.
On the second march, protesters of all races fill up the entire
width of the bridge. As they walk
across the apex of the bridge, the
commander of the troopers calls
them to stand back. Fearful of a
trap, Dr. King orders the protesters to retreat. He takes a large
amount of heat for his decision.

The creators of Selma should be
applauded for their decision to not
immortalize Dr. King. Oftentimes,
he is portrayed as a man above the
fracas of the civil rights movement.
Selma shows a broken, finite man
who struggles to balance the needs
of his family and his commitment
to justice, and while he ends up
succeeding, you wouldn’t guess
it at some points in the film. It
also shows the conflict he has with
members of his own group, the
SCLC, and like-minded people
outside his group. The civil rights
movement didn’t have a clean,
obvious path, and Selma dealt
with the nuances of the struggle
appropriately.
I don’t want to turn Selma or the
Civil Rights movie into a moral;
it’s a story, and it’s history, and it’s
way more than I could say in eight
hundred words. But I’d be lying
if I said Selma didn’t cause me to
question my beliefs about the state
of race in America and my role in
the struggle. One of the turning

BY REID NORTHCUTT

points of the movie is when Dr.
King calls the clergy to join them
on their march. The movie shows
an interview with a white minister
named James Reeb who comes to
Selma to march; he says “I heard
about the attack of innocent people,
and I couldn’t just stand by.” He
is beaten to death by a Klansmen
that night after returning to Selma
when the second march fails. More
than anything else from the movie,
that quote stuck out to me. Reeb
didn’t come because of his white
guilt, or as a white messiah. He
came as Christ would, laying down
any sense of his privilege and
walking humbly with those whom
society had marginalized. This is
in stark contrast to the attitudes of
other whites in the film, from the
voter registration office to Governor
Wallace to President Johnson.
While there’s some debate about
whether the movie’s portrayal of
Johnson is accurate, it still leads
us to question where our hearts are.
It’s easy to say “We don’t know

what impact James Reeb’s death
had on the civil rights movement,”
or that our individual participation
in a rally or signing a petition or
any other action, big or small,
will have any measurable impact
on the the current situation. It
doesn’t matter; as Christians, we’re
called to be faithful to the truth of
the gospel. One way to think of
faithfulness is “a long obedience
in the same direction.” By treating
faithfulness as an action as well
as a mentality, it captures well
the tiring, handwringing, decisive
commitment to action that I think
we’ve lost. We love to quote Micah
6:8, which is the “do justice, love
mercy, and walk humbly with your
God” passage. That verse comes
in the context of an indictment of
the people of God for not wanting to
do any of those things. During his
time on Earth, Jesus his commitment to the marginalized and
oppressed, and Selma made me
question mine.

FILM STILL TAKEN FROM SELMA
If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.
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A Truer Patriotism
I have a 6x10 foot American flag
hanging in my room. It is sixty
square feet of red, white, and blue
glory.
I’m actually not remarkably
patriotic; in fact, the initial impetus
behind hanging the flag was the
massive blank space on the wall.
My roommate and I felt this was a
great way to fill the space.
That flag is significant, though,
because, contrary to my colossal
room décor, I’d become disenchanted with patriotism.
This wasn’t always the case. Part
of my disenchantment came with
growing up. At home we watched
Fox News, and I believed conservatism to be good and liberalism bad.
And growing up in South Carolina,
I knew that conservatives were
patriotic.
However, as I grew up I became
aware of the world outside my
circle of people and list of Facebook friends. I learned that Fox
News got made fun of a lot (they
also make fun, by the way), and
I didn’t want to be lumped with
those who got made fun of. To be

completely honest, patriotism that
got equated with an unquestioning
embrace of conservative values just
didn’t seem cool or sophisticated.
Twentieth century liberal critiques
of American activity, domestic
and abroad, (colonialism and civil
rights are two examples) offered
a narrative in which the United
States no longer shone from sea
to sea. Instead, we looked a little
rusty.
There came a time when America’s
virtue was no longer self-evident.
It wasn’t apparent to everyone the
truth that I had believed my whole
life: we were the good guys. People
didn’t like the way the American
majority treated the American
minority; people didn’t like our
tactics abroad; people didn’t even
view the American Church with
approval.
Here I felt that the awareness of
sins America may have committed
was incompatible with love of my
country, with patriotism. It seemed
nigh on rebellious to question the
moral actions of the place I called
home. Was it even Christian to
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question America? However, I
didn’t really know what to do with
what I had learned of our corporate,
national sin.
There was a fork in the road; to go
left was to be a cynic, endlessly
critiquing, and to go right was to be
naïve, endlessly embracing. Neither option offered a solution I find
compatible with Christian love. To
be fair, of course it would be foolish
and immature of me to think that
conservatives are ever-thoughtless
and liberals always fair in their
critiques. The generalization is
but short-hand for the competing
narratives in my head.
My fork in the road dichotomy,
though, is clearly false and the
Covenant College-endorsed
dialectical both/and requires
the consideration of the merit of
both poles. The solution is not a
happy medium, though. To find the
balance is not to simply to say half
of the Pledge of Allegiance.
Instead, I think the solution is a
truer patriotism. This truer, deeper
patriotism lies in both humble
group identification with and

graceful embrace of an imperfect
country. (It is, after all my home!)
The thing is, we were never the
good guys in the sense that “good”
means “infallible.” Our awareness
of our corporate national sin leads
to an ability to repent of our sins
and also to seek reconciliation and
justice.
Our individualism necessarily
resists group identification, and
when we realize our country isn’t
perfect, this offers easy justification
for jumping ship, being cynical.
This is harmful, however, and
frankly un-Christian. This truer
patriotism is best illustrated by
thinking about family.
To be a part of a family is to be
identified with a group independent
of either your preference or even
their actions. Whatever the joy or
sorrow-filled familial circumstances
you are used to, only a member of
a family is able to simultaneously
critique and love the family they
are in. If we didn’t critique our
family, we wouldn’t be loving; but
if we didn’t love, our critique would
be far less meaningful.

In Kathryn Stockett’s words about
her home state, “Mississippi is like
my mother. I am allowed to complain about her all I want, but God
help the person who raises an ill
word about her around me, unless
she is their mother too.” This is
where we should find ourselves
with regards to our own country,
(and states and even halls).
There is a patriotism that is naïve
and somewhat unable to see
systemic problems. However, there
is a patriotism that is better and
even deeper than that. This third
way can handle both the sins and
glories of their country. It’s not that
we don’t judge right and wrong
anymore. We’re not looking for a
patriotism so nuanced it can’t make
an evaluative judgment; we’re
looking for a commitment so strong
that it can reckon with sin and
remain committed to its home.
Is it possible to be patriotic and
still question your country? Yes,
and in fact, I think you can only
be patriotic if you critique your
country, but always with a commitment to its betterment.

Jonathan's 6x10' American Flag, photo taken by Abby Whisler
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Define "Submission"
Earlier this week a friend started
reading to me an article entitled
“10 Women Christian Men Should
Not Marry.” I became more and
more incredulous as the article
condemned marrying older women
and even said God created [woman]
to be subject and obedient to
her husband. And then he gave
justification for why he was saying
that woman was created for man
and I was stopped in my tracks. He
cited the Bible itself, specifically 1
Corinthians 11:8-9: “For man was
not made from woman, but woman
from man. Neither was man created
for woman, but woman for man.”
A sentence that I had thought was
just another ignorant statement
from a misguided sexist was actually a Bible verse. This bothered
me, and I didn’t know what to do
with it. In fact, I am still struggling
through understanding this verse
and others like it.
I certainly understand why
it is important for teaching in
chapel and classes to focus on
the central tenets of our faith. I
believe, however, that talking about
the practical implications of the
Bible’s teaching on gender roles

is essential to upholding godly
Christian community. It’s hard to
hear people say that the role of the
husband as the head of a marriage
is a beautiful picture of how Christ
loves the church when I have seen
husbands use that power to justify
abuse and selfishness.
Though I could use this article to
elaborate on the deep pain caused
by the way male headship has been
used to validate violence, I won’t
because I think the atrocity of these
situations is self-evident. Instead
I want to focus on the more subtle
misapplication of male headship
within our own community.
Just this week one of my guy
friends told me that he was the
leader of our friendship on account
of his gender. This bothered me
not only because I could find no
practical reason for him to say this,
but also because I could find no
biblical reason. As far as I can find,
the biblical teaching of male headship is only applicable in marriage
relationships. If this problematic
viewpoint was expressed by a
well-meaning friend doing his best
to understand my struggle (he later
apologized), I fear that similarly

Striving for Beauty
When I was eighteen, I took my
first steps on the red carpet. I
wasn’t the object of the incessantly
flashing paparazzi cameras, but I
stood to the side and watched as
unbelievably beautiful, famous
people passed slowly by me, close
enough for me to touch. They
smiled and the flashing lightbulbs
exploded from every angle. Simon
Baker, Stanley Tucci, Kevin
Spacey, Demi Moore. There they
were, these monuments of film,
dripping with wealth and charm,
effortlessly causing everyone to
fall in love with their beauty and
charisma. I couldn’t take my eyes
off them. They were magnetic,
drawing people’s gazes towards
them like flies to light.
It was the premiere of Margin
Call, a star-studded political

thriller. My uncle played one of
the main characters, and he had
invited me, my mom, and my
grandfather to his movie premiere.
After he arrived and posed for the
cameras, we followed him into the
theatre, marveling at the massive
quantities of jewel-studded people
who milled about in a careless,
confident manner, all appearing to
have just nonchalantly stepped out
of a Gucci advertisement. Everyone
shone, sparkled, was enthusiastic
and fascinating.
After the movie, we were swept
through the streets of New York
City in a black sedan to a gigantic
hotel, where we proceeded to the
top floor. Upon entering the room, I
found myself in a party suite, with
a full bar, glass walls overlooking
the aerial night view of the bustling
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unhealthy viewpoints may be held
by the general population who
have not thought to work through
what the Bible says about gender
dynamics.
I hope that we can open up
the conversation to talk about
what submission really means.
Unfortunately, I believe that a lot
of people believe this means that
wives should unquestioningly obey
whatever their husbands tell them
and that the man always gets the
final say in whatever decisions
are made. I often get the feeling
that this assumption has led to an
underlying feeling that men are
somehow superior to women. This
damages the church as a whole
because it leads to disregarding the
gifts of half of the body of Christ.
Additionally, women may come
to be viewed as temptresses to
whom the only response is callous
rebuttal or dominating control. This
objectification is not in line with
viewing women as fellow image
bearers.
I don’t want to deny that the
Bible has some hard passages when
it comes to the role of women. It’s
hard to read these verses without

coming to the conclusion that the
Bible has a low view of women.
However, if you look at the stories
of women throughout the Bible,
they are not helpless, incompetent
people. There are the well-known
stories of bravery from Esther and
Rahab and Ruth (who incidentally
does not seem to think that
pursuing a relationship is exclusive
to males).
Some of the stories that really
intrigue me are a little less known.
In 1 Samuel 25, David asks for
provisions from a man named
Nabal who refuses him. But Nabal
is married to a woman named
Abigail who has the wisdom to see
that what her husband is doing is
a terrible idea. (Incidentally, the
meaning of Nabal’s name is “fool.”)
In a move that seems contrary to
the traditional interpretation of
submission, she intercepts David
on his way to bring vengeance and
tells him to disregard her husband
and deal with her instead. She
provides generously for David and
he explicitly blesses her and her
discretion, leading me to believe
that the Bible is indeed condoning
her actions.

Our Covenant education has
taught us nothing if not that Scripture should interpret Scripture, and
I believe before we try to practically apply those previously cited
verses, we must look at them in the
context of a biblical narrative rich
with women who display not only
godliness, but also intelligence,
strength, and bravery.
However, even in light of these
stories, it is still hard to come to
terms with verses that say it is a
disgrace for a woman to speak in
church. I have been told to focus
instead on the things women are
allowed to do, but to me this answer
is deeply unsatisfying. It seems to
be skirting around an ugly issue
that I believe must be reckoned
with.
I fully intend on further pursuing
a biblical answer to my questions,
but for now one passage has stood
out as a comfort to me. Job 19
expresses the lament I feel as I am
wrestling through this issue. Glib
thoughtlessness will help nothing,
so I hope more people will join me
in this place of pain before seeking
to practically apply the biblical
teachings on gender roles.

banter.
“That one—by Zachary
Quinto—he’s the director.” From
that height, the lights of the city
could be seen for miles beneath us.
It was the most impeccably beautiful view I’d ever seen. The flawless
persons by whom I was surrounded,
the bubbling laughter, the city
lights mirroring the stars above in
the black night, the aura of wealth,
comfort, and excitement. And yet,
as Brandon and I leaned on the rail
and surveyed the city hundreds of
feet below, I was struck by how terribly, awfully superficial all of this
beauty was. I realized the beauty
of the city paled in comparison to
the beauty of real, hard life. The
city was a soap bubble. Its shape,
its color, its flirtatious movement
and airy loveliness were, in a word,

perfect—but as the wind blows
the bubble away, its fragility is the
only thing that actually matters. It
bursts, and disappears, and no one
remembers it.
I remember that night among the
stars for its beauty but also for its
sadness. These people, searching
for fulfillment, accepting gratification so far below the fullness of real
hope that they could obtain—these
splendid people, blinding
themselves in magnificence to
escape the harsh reality of beauty’s
temporality. Praise be to God who
offers us substantive, simple,
unmasked truth. We no longer need
strive to be beautiful.

BY ANNA DOVE
city, and a stair leading to the
roof. There were more celebrities,
friends of friends. Zoe Kravitz,
brilliant in red, approached our
group and my uncle introduced her.
“So you sing?” I asked her.
“Yes I do—kind of an alternative
soft rock. We play Thursday,” she
replied, and went on to invite us
if we were “still around”. We’d be
gone, but we thanked her anyway.
I met a Disney channel actor
about my age, an unassuming,
open, friendly young man named
Brandon, the protégé of my uncle’s
mother, who was an acting coach.
Since we were the only people
under 25, we went to the roof and
he furtively indicated to me the
important “who-was-who” amongst
the groups of people smoking weed,
drinking, and engaging in amicable
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Super Bowl Preview
New England Patriots
What You Need to Know:
This year’s installment of the Patriot machine
went 12-4 in the regular season and finished
first in the AFC East. After earning a bye
through the first round,Tom Brady and the
Pats knocked off Baltimore and Indianapolis
to earn the right to represent the AFC in
the Super Bowl. At 37 years old, Tom Brady
is looking for his fourth Super Bowl title.
The quarterback from Michigan has thrown
for over 4,100 yards this year with 33
touchdowns and only nine interceptions. This
Super Bowl will be the sixth for both Brady
and head coach Bill Belichick.
Why They Could Win:
New England has an exciting, prolific offense
that has been getting better as the season has
progressed. Throughout the regular season,
the Patriots have averaged 29.3 points per
game, a mark that was good enough for
fourth in the league. However, since Week
5, Belichick’s squad is putting up over 32
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points per game, which bumps them up to
second in the NFL. You want to talk about
playoffs? In their two playoff games so far,
the Patriots have scored a combined total
of 80 points! On top of this, Belichick has
not been afraid to try quite a few tricks and
gimmicks on offense, so anything is possible
is Super Bowl XLIX.
Why They Could Lose:
The offensive line has been a problem for
the Patriots all season long. Inconsistency
has been the major issue here. Inconsistency
is a scary thing when the opponent has an
aggressive defense like the Seahawks. The
Patriots have a very good defense as well,
however, their aggressiveness could also
hurt them if Marshawn Lynch is able to burn
them for a couple big plays. Remember the
famous ‘helmet catch’ by David Tyree against
the Patriots in Super Bowl XLII? Well that
game between the Patriots and Giants was
also played in Glendale, Arizona. Now Tom
Brady, Belichick, and Pats Nation has a
chance to either redeem the city of Glendale

or be haunted by it forever.
Seattle Seahawks
What You Need to Know:
The defending Super Bowl champs are back
after going 12-4 in the regular season and
claiming the NFC West Division Title. The
Seahawks defeated the Detroit Lions and
Green Bay Packers to earn their bid to the
Super Bowl for the second straight season.
The faces are generally the same for the
Seahawks: quarterback Russell Wilson,
running back Marshawn Lynch, and the
secondary nicknamed the ‘Legion of Boom’
still headline the squad.
Why They Could Win:
Defense is the calling card for the Seahawks.
Seattle’s stingy defense is led by their hard
hitting secondary which includes Richard
Sherman, Earl Thomas, Kam Chancellor, and
Byron Maxwell. “The Legion of Boom” and
the rest of the Seahawk’s defense allowed the
least amount of points per game in the entire

NFL this year, giving up only 15.9 PPG. This
has been a proven recipe for success for this
team and they have not strayed from it in
their quest for a second title. The Seahawks
are hot right now, currently riding an eight
game winning streak that they will look to
stretch to nine.
Why They Could Lose:
The Seahawks secondary is a little banged up
right now with Earl Thomas battling through
an injured shoulder and Richard Sherman
nursing a sprained elbow. Quarterback Russell Wilson looked shaky throughout much
of the game against Green Bay, throwing four
interceptions, but he turned it on at the end
to pull out a remarkable comeback. It will be
interesting to see which Russell Wilson will
show up this week.
Prediction:
In the battle of offense vs defense, something
has to give. I think, in the end, Tom Brady
will not be not be denied and he will go out
on top. Patriots win 31-21.
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