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Covenant’s annual Global Gospel
Advancement Week will begin
next week with a chapel talk on
Wednesday, Nov. 12, by this year’s
keynote speaker, Reverend Dr.
Soong-Chan Rah.
Covenant uses Global Gospel
Advancement Week as an opportunity to push students’ thinking
outwards and promote a more
global perspective of Christianity.
Global Gospel Advancement Week
is all about encouraging students to
think about the worldwide impact
of the gospel and need to spread
the gospel of Christ all over the
earth.
According to chapel staff,
Global Gospel Advancement Week
functions as a “reminder that God
is at work all across the globe, and
challenges us to remember God’s
faithful work through his people
in spreading the good news of
Jesus and drawing men, women,
and children from all different
backgrounds to Himself.”
A graduate of Columbia
University with a B.A. in Political
Science and History/Sociology, Dr.
Rah went on to obtain his M.Div.
from Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary, his Master of Theology

The judges this year were Leda
Goodman, Dr. Hans Madueme,
and Sam Guthrie. There were
three judging criteria for movies:
overall impression, editing/special
effects, creativity/originality, and
storyline/screenplay. Each movie
was required to include someone
saying “#takeMACthenight” while
wearing Mac socks, have a scene
in another residence hall lobby,
and include a faculty or staff
member.
Rowan and Suburb’s movie, The
Fab Five, took home the award

Between Oct. 20-27, ten people
were shot in a string of violent
crimes across Chattanooga which
ultimately resulted in three deaths.
Police have indicated that the
majority of these shootings are the
result of ongoing gang conflicts in
Chattanooga.
The outburst of violence was so
significant that on Thursday, Oct.
30, local gang members met with
Mayor Berke at City Hall and held
a public forum afterward to discuss
ways to decrease “the nonsense
violence” between participating
gangs. Norman Williams, a known
gang member and the meeting’s
organizer, estimates that there are
between 1,100 and 1,300 gang
members in Chattanooga. Less than
forty of them came to the meeting.
However, those who did were able
to speak with local attorneys and
pastors, and were given information
about Mayor Berke’s Violence
Reduction Initiative, which offers
jobs and opportunities for those
wanting to leave the gangs.
The Violence Reduction Initiative, or VRI, has been associated
with the Mayor since his election
in March 2013, and began in full
force in March of this year. The
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BY EMILY PETTIT

Saturday, Nov. 1, the Chapel
rolled out the red carpet for the
premiere of Mac Movie Night
2014. Instead of having each
individual hall create a video,
brother/sister halls collaborated to
make four 10 to 12 minute films
instead of the usual eight. Sara
Kaitlin Van Puffelen, MaclellanRymer President, said that the
Student Senate has a mission of
unity without losing uniqueness,
which was the vision for the new

format this year. Van Puffelen
emphasized the importance of this
vision and that she believed the
new format would hold together
both the unity of the building as a
whole and the unique qualities of
each individual hall.
The hosts for the event were
Seniors Conrad Meek and Danielle
Smith. At one point in the evening
Meek and Smith commented on the
fact that they had never actually
lived in Mac to good-natured boos
from the Mac halls in the center
row.
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BY ELIOT KAUFMANN

Most students at Covenant
College have likely heard of “TEDTalks,” a series of informational
lectures recorded and published
online for public consumption,
but there is a new breed of “talk”
coming to Lookout Mountain. The
library staff at Covenant College,
comprised of George “Tad” Mindeman, John Holberg, and Thomas
Horner, has decided to launch their
own series of lectures called “TADTalks.” These lectures are part of
an effort by the library staff to give
the student body chances to learn
and grow outside of the classroom.
“TAD-Talks,” much like their
inspiration and namesake, will be
given by an accomplished scholar,
specific to Covenant College, on a
certain interesting topic in which
he or she has expertise.
“TAD-Talks” have been something the library staff has wanted
to introduce for a while, they have
just been searching for the right
time. “We want to be opportunistic
in getting connected to the student
body,” Director of Library Services,

Chatt Shootings
plan targets known violent gang
members and drug dealers, and
provides counseling, education,
and in some cases, a safe escape
from danger. Often, these perpetrators are also given an arrest threat
and shown the evidence compiled
against them. These meetings
take place confidentially, either
one-on-one or in groups, and their
identities are protected.
VRI was designed by David
Kennedy, who hails from New York
and is the director of the Center
for Crime Prevention and Control
at the John Jay College of Criminal

George Mindeman said. “These
talks are a creative way for us to do
that.”
The library is a perfect venue
and institution to spearhead this
initiative, as it is already a place
many students frequent in the
evening and is centrally located
on Covenant’s campus. It hosts
art shows, which draw students
into the library and help them
engage with the culture in a group
setting. Finally, there is a staff
that cares about connecting with
students—just ask anyone who has
gone to John Holberg for research
assistance.
While still a work in progress,
the library staff hopes to host a
“TAD-Talk” about once a month.
They will last half an hour, followed
by question and answer time and
free refreshments. The scheduling
for future “TAD-Talks” is not set
in stone or very organized, but the
library staff is okay with this, again
stressing the talks as a way to get
students to expand their minds
in new and different ways. “As

simple as it sounds,” said George
Mindeman, “We just want the
library to be a place where events
can happen.”
The first “TAD-Talk” was last
week, when John Holberg spoke on
rare books, but while attendance

was low because it was unfortunately scheduled at the same time
as the “Is God Anti-Gay” talk,
Mindeman hopes that attendance
will rebound in the next talk. Dr.
Stephen Kaufmann intends to
speak on his travels around the

continent of Africa and what he
experienced there. This will be an
opportunity for students to broaden
their horizons and see the world
through a professor’s eyes.

gang members have found jobs
since March, and there have been
fewer non-lethal shootings directly
related to gang conflict. Ninety
gang members have been imprisoned since the Violence Reduction
Initiative began.
To respond to the controversy,
police have begun planning ways to
expand the initiative to criminals
who are not in gangs. Recognizing
the differences between cities,
Kennedy and other key strategists,
such as Lt. Todd Royval from the
city police, propose that it is simply
a matter of re-focusing their atten-

tion to the non-gang demographic,
which they believe may be committing the rest of Chattanooga’s major
crimes.
Unfortunately, because of these
contradictory and confusing claims
about the source of the problem,
as well as the mixed results from
the last six months, it may take the
next year to properly assess the
administration’s efforts to reduce
crime in Chattanooga.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Justice. The plan is modeled
after Kennedy’s other successful
programs in cities such as High
Point, North Carolina, Nashville,
Tennessee, and Baltimore, Maryland. The program is facilitated by
Hope for the Inner City, located on
Roanoke Avenue, which runs social
services and a 24-hour hotline.
Chattanooga’s most recent series
of shootings has led to closer public
scrutiny about the VRI’s effectiveness. The city’s total shootings for
this year are higher, at ninety-four,
than they were last year, at
eighty-six, which contradicts the

program’s success in other cities.
Homicides are up as well, from
seventeen to twenty-five. However,
police leaders and city administration maintain that the VRI is
working, as previously violent gang
members have taken advantage of
their new opportunities to get out of
the gangs.
“…When I sit in front of
people and see the anecdotal, the
qualitative changes that show me
it is working,” said Chief of Police
Fred Fletcher, “then I believe it’s
working.”
By the numbers, about sixty

Faculty Quote of the Week
"Thoreau was a morning person. He had that in common
with Jesus Christ and myself." - Professor Foreman
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The Verdict
Yes to fall weather.
No to shorts and snow
in the same week.
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Mac Movie Night
for “Best Movie.” The Fab Five
earned huge applause from the
audience and was an obvious favorite. The awards this year consisted
of Aunt Jemima syrup bottles spray
painted gold to look like Oscar
trophies. The “Best Movie” award
was painted a glittery white.
The first film was a parody
of Scholarship Weekend from
Sutherland and Harambe. A van
drove hesitantly up the front hill to
Carter Circle and several hopeful
future students exited and went
into Carter for a meeting. They
were split off into groups and the
Maclellan scholarship contenders
went into rigorous survival-of-the
fittest competitions. These competitions included diving under the
surface of Jackson Pond in search
of a golden ticket and running
across the soccer field at Scotland
Yard while dodging landmines.
Scholarsham won the “Best Special
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Effects” category of the night.
The Fab Five, presented by
Rowan and Suburbs, opened with
secret agents typing furiously in
a computer lab. The head agents
revealed that there had been a
security breach and a dangerous
criminal, “Wild Bill,” had escaped
yet again. The Fab Five, five
special agents, went on a mission
and successfully captured Wild
Bill. At the end of the film Wild
Bill was finally revealed, while
laughing animatedly, to be Dr.
Dennison. The Fab Five, on top of
overall “Best Movie” secured the
award for “Best Actor,” with Simon
Ocailap’s performance.
Lawrence and Halcyon’s movie,
The Red Elephant, was a mystery
story featuring the famous detective
Sherlock Holmes. They began their
film in dark woods with a woman
running away from an angry mob.
The woman ends up dead and the

mob has no recollection of the night
before. Sherlock goes on a hunt,
along with his faithful companion
John Watson, for the person responsible for the crime and learns that
it is someone named Moriarty.
Danielle Smith, stated in response,
“Moriarty was a girl, that’s pretty
progressive, Covenant.”
As Holmes was taking out the
last of Moriarty’s cohorts he gave a
play-by-play of the techniques he
planned to use in his fight, which
were first shown in slow motion
and then at a regular speed. The
Red Elephant took home the
awards for both “Best Screenplay”
because of the engaging storyline,
“Fan Favorite,” and Anna Rohl’s
performance as Irene Adler’s won
“Best Actress.”
The Rose Journals, presented
by Chi Alpha and The Five Points,
told the story of a rivalry between
two gangs. The movie started with

Global Gospel Advancement
from Harvard University, and his
Doctor of Ministry degree from
Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary, while he continued to
work towards his Doctorate in
Theology at Duke University.
As a teacher, writer, and
minister, Dr. Rah has operated
in a variety of roles. He has been
an associate professor of church
growth and development at North
Park Theological Seminary in
Chicago, Illinois since 2006,
where he teaches classes such
as “Communicating Faith in the
Contemporary World.” He is
also the author of several books,
including The Next Evangelicalism: Freeing the Church from
Western Cultural Captivity, a book
used in Covenant’s Community
Development Classes, and recently
co-authored the book Forgive Us:
Confessions of a Compromised
Faith, a history and critique of the
American church.
Dr. Rah’s insight into American
Christianity highlights the fact
that the global gospel movement

is about more than just race in
America, it’s about a perspective of
Christianity that embraces diversity
as part of God’s design for His
Church.
“Dr. Rah’s book The Next
Evangelicalism has been a challenge to me to think through issues
of privilege and power, to consider
how I (and most of us on campus)
as Western white Christians
confront our past and welcome the
growing church in ways that might
require some sacrifice and submission on our part,” said Christiana
Fitzpatrick. “I expect his messages
to be challenging and engaging.”
In addition to being a writer
and teacher, Dr. Rah is the
founding pastor of the Cambridge
Community Fellowship Church
in Massachusetts, a multi-ethnic
body of believers focused on racial
reconciliation and social justice.
In both his writing and speaking Dr. Rah emphasizes the
responsibility that Christians have
as culture-shapers and the guilt
that belongs to Christians for not

a black and white scene of a grassy
area with stairs going up in the
distance as the initial credits were
rolling. The film was narrated by
someone with a thick New York
accent who was later revealed to
be none other than Dr. Barham,
who was the leader of a third gang
that caused the battle between
“The Fedoras” and “The Rose
Gang.” The Rose Journals won the
award for “Best Editor,” which was
displayed in the excellent quality
of the movie.
All of the movies were filled
with wonderfully executed special
effects. The unity of the Mac halls
and the building as a whole could
be seen in the good quality of each
of the films. The event was enjoyed
by many and said widely to be one
of the best yet.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

having loved as Christ taught.
As Global Gospel Advancement
Week’s keynote speaker, Dr. Rah
will be speaking in chapel on Nov.
12 and 13. Students will also have
the opportunity to engage with
him during a
lunch following
chapel that
Wednesday.
Global
Gospel
Advancement
Week at Covenant serves as
one part of the
larger pattern
of thinking
that Covenant
faculty and staff
seek to promote
among students
and college
employees.
Global Gospel
Advancement
Week is another
reminder, as
Pastor Anthony

Carter said in chapel last week,
to look around and ask, “Is there
anyone in my friend group whose
background is so different from
mine that the gospel is the only
explanation for our friendship?”

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Emmett Gienapp at emmett.gienapp@covenant.edu.

ARTS 4

Unseen in a Photograph
“In a way, I’ve always been at
war with what the still photograph
did,” says artist Duane Michals.
Over the past few years, as social
media platforms have risen
to everyday prominence, and
photo-centric apps like Instagram
permeate our existence on an
hourly basis, I have experienced
a growing, nasty discontent with
my own life, as I compare it to
the lives and images of others.
Comparison indeed has proved to
be the thief of joy.
My History & Theory of Photography professor providentially
mentioned an artist whose work
brilliantly articulates the thoughts
I have been having. Duane
Michals, a commercial and fine
art photographer, has created work
that, since its inception, focuses
on exposing the limitations of a
single image. Photography’s main
constraint, according to Michals,
is that “it just reports the facts.
It describes.” One of his works
that captivates me is a project in
which he handwrites in the border
around his formally impeccable

monochrome images: “THERE
ARE THINGS HERE NOT SEEN
IN THIS PHOTOGRAPH.” He
proceeds to name the goings-on
outside of the frame such as: “My
shirt was wet with perspiration,”
or, “A derelict was walking toward
me to ask for money.” By adding
text to his images, he pushes the
boundaries of his own photographs
and exposes their shortcomings.
Here, Michals appropriately
calls attention to the limitations of
photography and seeks to expand
what the medium can do. My peers
and I admit that we are prone to
accepting photographs at face
value, and assuming that what we
are seeing has a 1 to 1 correspondence with reality. The medium of
photography, though wonderful and
beautiful, is limited in that it does
not–or rather cannot–communicate
the whole picture. There is danger
in assuming an image’s single
story.
In addition, we only see
images that portray realms of
“the good life”–replete with
perfect-looking people and

Learning to Look
We might not know anything
about art history, but we immediately have a picture that comes to
mind when someone talks about
a “Mona Lisa smile.” When we
think of the Sistine Chapel, we
often think of its ceiling. When
we look at images of the events
happening in Ferguson, we are
reminded of photographs that were
taken in the 60’s during the Civil
Rights Movement.
You may be indifferent
towards to the subject of art history, but whether you realize it or
not, the history of art is referenced
everywhere. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to know where exactly our ideas
of ancient Egyptian art and our
perceptions of life during the Great
Depression came from?
Much of how we make sense of
the world is tied back to the images
that surround us and the images of
the past. This is why I’m arguing
that taking an art history course
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BY CHRISTINA SCHUMAN

attractive scenes. By excluding
one part of life and including the
other beautiful areas, it is easy
to believe that the excluded part
simply doesn’t exist. For example,
after seeing photos of a friend’s
party on Facebook where everyone
is smiling and (shockingly) no one
looks sweaty or nervous, we might
assume that everyone was smiling
the whole night and sweat and
nerves played no part in it. This, of
course, would be impossible. Sweat
is almost as unavoidable as party
anxiety, and the two often go hand
in hand. There is danger in believing that what is revealed is all that
there is–we must be mindful of the
unspoken concealed. Of course, I
recognize that there is a distinction
between commercial photography
and lifestyle photography, where
the “product” is a certain version
of the self, or a certain “brand” of
life. Often in lifestyle photography
(Kinfolk magazine, Tumblr, travel
blogs, etc.), the ‘everyday’ is
photographed, but staged in such a
way that it is no longer true to the
everyday human experience.

Philosopher James K. A.
Smith says that we tend to evaluate
others and ourselves on the basis
of image. Because we live in
an image-saturated culture, we
are constantly bombarded (and
bombard ourselves) with scenes
of “the good life.” It follows, then,
that we become the kind of people
who only know how to evaluate
ourselves and others on the basis
of image–for image is all we
see. My challenge for us all is to
restrain the impulse to compare
ourselves with others according
to surface appearance. We must
tell ourselves, “This is not the full
story. There is more than this.”
When we do this, I believe we have
a more appropriate response to the
image. The look that certain trendy
photos present is one that ignores
our brokenness and promises its
own kind of salvation. The implicit
promise is that little you, with
your pimples, your body odor,
and your awkward conversational
stumblings, can become whole,
even new, if you simply look like
the holy ones pictured here!

I realize that while we are on
this earth, it will be impossible to
ever truly tell it like it is through a
photograph. We can tell it how we
see it, and we can fight against the
way photographs are misused and
misunderstood, but we will never
be able to escape the limitations
of our frame, and truly capture
the heart of something. Yet, I
strongly believe working against
a photograph’s constraints is
something worth doing, as Michals
does. Sincerity and honesty in our
everyday lives and in our art can
be a refuge for others who exclaim,
“You, too?!” when let in on the
lackluster story behind a pretty
facade. There is a sweet, heavenly
freedom in being released from
comparison, and from the pressure
to cultivate our own images and
constrain them to a standard.
Create good things, to be sure–but
let’s assume a posture of sincerity
when something inside us screams
to write around the edges of our
photos and admit to the pimples
and sweat.

surrounding the bodies of two
African American men—Thomas
Shipp and Abram Smith. As we
looked at and read about the
photograph, we were unable to
separate ourselves from the events
that occurred so long ago. We
talked about how our sinful natures
have not gone away, and that we
could very easily have been in that
crowd in the photograph.
Looking for more than a few
seconds at a photograph or a
painting is an exercise that occurs
on a regular basis in the art history
classes offered here at Covenant;
The act of extended looking has
the potential to break us down,
make us vulnerable, and change
our perspectives about artworks
and the events that surround them.
Finally there is something
valuable about learning art
history from within a Christian
perspective. In Art and Criticism,
we looked at some very difficult

things. There were days when I felt
exhausted after the class ended.
Still, we were learning how to look
at secular art with the eyes of God’s
People.
We learned how to critique art
through the lenses of a Christian
worldview, and we experienced
firsthand the ways that God uses
secular art to soften our hearts and
cause us to ask questions. Through
taking an art history course you
might find yourself confronted with
difficult images, and uncomfortable
moments of thinking “how could
anyone make THAT?” Despite
some inevitable moments of
confusion and at time repulsion,
art history is important in how it
reminds us our need for God.
So, before you write off art
history classes as irrelevant to
your major, I would ask you to
reconsider. Give art history a try.
You might find your eyes opened in
new ways.

BY LYNAE ROCKWELL

should be part of your college
experience. Not only will you find
new connections between past
and the present, but you will also
learn how to look. An art history
course can change the way you
look at art, but also how you look
at everything.
No longer will you feel only
a vague sense of familiarity when
you see Campbell’s soup cans
stacked precariously at a grocery
store—you will know for sure that
the image your brain is trying to
call to mind is a screen print by
Andy Warhol. You will no longer
see a pose in a photograph without
also thinking of the poses that
sculptors chose for their Roman
and Grecian statues so long ago.
Taking an art history course at
Covenant will not only help you
understand the body of images
that is already ingrained in your
memory, it will also help you to
cultivate a richer collection of

images for you to go back to in the
future.
Besides learning about
your own archive of images and
cultivating a broader one, an art
history course at Covenant might
soften your heart towards art.
Before I took Intro to Art History at
Covenant, I did not know how to let
art move me. I looked at a piece of
art, gave it a once over and moved
on. It was in taking an art history
course here that taught me how to
look as well as feel when I looked
at art.
I remember feeling tears prick
my eyes when discussing Eva
Hesse’s Contigent, which turned
out to be her last work before a
brain tumor took her life. In History and Theory of Photography, we
looked at very difficult photographs
of lynchings.
We spent most of class time
that day looking at one specific
photograph, which showed a crowd
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Behind T-Swift's Latest Break Up

At the beginning of this month,
Taylor Swift announced that she
was totally over Spotify. Or rather,
that was the message she sent by
removing her entire back catalog
from the popular music streaming
service, a move that caused an
outcry from the 15 million subscribers–one third of Spotify’s total
user base–who actively listen to her
music through the service.
While more dramatic than
most, Swift’s move is not unheard
of. Last year’s album Red took
several months to appear on Spotify
after its release, and the hit single
“Shake It Off” was never posted
at all. This trend of delaying or
withholding music from Spotify has
become increasingly popular as
influential artists like The Black
Keys, Coldplay, Beyoncé, and
Radiohead have spoken out against
Spotify in the media. The reasoning for this has been practically
unanimous: the artists don’t think
they are being fairly compensated.
So how are they compensated?
First, Spotify generates revenue

by displaying advertisements to
free accounts and collecting $10 a
month from premium subscribers.
Spotify first lifts approximately
30% of revenue, and the remaining
70% is distributed proportionately
to artists by the number of track
listens they receive in a given
period. This cut to the artist,
however, is further divvied up
between publishers, labels, and
the artists themselves. In practice,
this equation generally results in a
payout between 0.006 and 0.0086
cents per track listen, a rate that
produces far smaller royalties than
most artists have enjoyed in past
decades.
As a result, many artists have
begun to protest against the way
they see Spotify depriving them
of their livelihood. Smaller artists
are left asking how a huge success
like a hundred thousand listens
can only translate to a few dollars
a month, and larger artists as well
have felt their shrinking pockets.
As popular indie artist Beck puts
it, “the amount of money that you

get from Spotify doesn’t allow you
to actually pay the musicians or the
people who work on the record. The
model doesn’t work yet.”
So if Spotify’s payouts are so
dismal and the streaming model
broken, why does the overwhelming
majority of the industry still license
their music to Spotify?
Well, let’s look at the state of
the music industry. For most of
the last century, music has been a
physical good that was produced by
records companies and bought in a
record store. The new millenium,
however, introduced digital audio
files that could be easily copied
and shared through illegal services
like Napster and Limewire. As the
industry was slow to respond to this
change, piracy soon became the
best way to access digital music,
regardless of whether one wanted
to pay or not. Music sales plummeted, piracy skyrocketed, and the
industry was stumped as to reach
its lost customers.
The industry’s initial response
was to restrict the sharing of files

BY MICHAEL TAFT

through copyright infringement
litigation and software restrictions.
These attempts, however, failed
to address the primary issue that
was driving the declining sales and
increasing piracy: convenience.
While the industry obsessed over
driving customer’s back to physical
sales, they neglected the potential
improvements to the industry
that the internet could create.
The rise of iTunes around 2005
became a clear indicator of this,
the first online service that could
easily sell, manage, and play music
becoming a wild success. (Apple
has continued sell convenience
with great success.)
Still, however, iTunes held
onto the same bundled pricing
models of the traditional album.
While music discovery exploded
through the ease of accessing new
music over the internet, this old
structure failed to offer the same
convenience and potential. It was
this market gap, where the music
industry’s archaic model of sales
failed to entice the new digital

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.

generation, into which Spotify
stepped.
So, how does this context
change how you look at Spotify?
There is the simple fact is that
there are very few artists who could
survive entirely on their Spotify
royalties, but the history of the
industry reveals why it has gained
so much traction; it’s the best we’ve
got. While it may not pay much,
music streaming isn’t the alternative to buying physical albums; it’s
the alternative to rampant piracy.
(Spotify actually started in Sweden,
a country previously swamped
in piracy, for the very purpose of
providing this alternative.) Streaming is a stop-gap solution while
new models are being developed,
new models that can hopefully both
preserve the livelihood of artists
and leverage the functionality
and convenience of technology for
consumers.
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Chartwells

BY IAN WEBB

In my time at Covenant, I have
always thought the food in the
Great Hall to be quite good. And
yet, for some reason, I developed
a habit of complaining when the
menu was not exactly to my liking.
I would sail into the Great Hall and
give a quick, and usually verbal,
judgment of the options available.
Worse yet, I never felt remorse for
making these sometimes derogatory
judgments day after day.
That is, until I became a
member of the Student Senate this
fall. Last spring, I was blessed
enough to be elected Founders Hall
President for this school year. From
helping organize “Around Founders” to voting on club budgets in
Student Senate meetings, I have
taken on new roles that have tested
me, stretched me, and helped me
grow on many levels. One such role
is being a student representative
on the Food Services Committee
(FSC). To say that this role has
been an eye opener for me would

be an understatement.
We had our first FSC meeting of
the semester just a couple of weeks
ago. Brooks Casteel, the director
of Chartwells at Covenant, joined
us. With a list of student recommendations ready at my fingertips,
I thought I could simply sit there
and point out the blind spots in
the Chartwells “bureaucracy” and
improve the Covenant College dining experience. I quickly learned,
however, that on many points I
was uninformed and needed to be
educated.
For example, I suggested it was
unfair that Chartwells employees
do not allow students to exit the
Great Hall with more than a small
amount of food. To me, it seemed
students paid plenty for that food
and should be permitted to stow
away some food for later as long as
they do not give it to students who
are not on the meal plan. What I
did not know was that Chartwells
is required by a Georgia dining

facility health code to not allow
students to take out more than they
can eat reasonably soon. If students
eat food that has already expired
and then they get sick, Chartwells
and Covenant are liable.
Another example is the request
to have gluten free bread readily
accessible for everyone at the
sandwich bar. While it would be
nice to have a gluten free option in
abundant supply, this one option
alone would drive up the cost of the
meal plan. A regular loaf of bread
costs about $1.50, while a gluten
free loaf of bread costs approximately $7.00. And since there are
no approved gluten free vendors
that Chartwells can realistically
access, gluten free bread needs
to be bought personally. Brooks
Casteel takes the time to go down
the mountain to BI-LO on a regular
basis to buy special foods, including gluten free bread, for Covenant
students. Students with legitimate
gluten and other diet problems can
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and do go to the kitchen to get their
specially made breads and meals.
Chartwells employees do care
about and listen to Covenant students, even when we do not seem
to care about or listen to them, and
they do take our concerns seriously.
A large fraction of the complaints
and recommendations made by
Covenant students in the past have
already been taken care of. The
key for us is to communicate our
concerns directly and respectfully
to Chartwells. There is a suggestion
box in the Great Hall that sits there
year round and Chartwells employees meet regularly to address
those suggestions and complaints.
You can also go to the Chartwells
website at dineoncampus.com/
covenant. On the website there
is a “Be Heard” section where
you can give feedback, fill out a
survey, and view or even submit
recipes. In addition, as a Covenant
student, you are allowed to attend
FSC meetings. All you have to do

is contact your Residence Hall
President and ask to be heard!
It seems that many of us need
some perspective. The minor
inconveniences and concerns we
have about dining at Covenant are
merely first world problems. Of
course, there is room for improvement. However, let’s remember the
employees of Chartwells are human
beings. They are not complacent,
blind, deaf, and faceless. From
what I’ve heard, they do overhear
our careless comments, and yet
they continue to serve us day after
day. So please, let’s show them
respect by giving them a frequent
smile and a sincere thank you and
by expressing legitimate concerns
and suggestions in a kind, Christlike manner. It’s only right, it’s the
best way to improve our dining
experience, and it’s what the people
of Chartwells deserve.
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Response to "Look Off the Mountain" BY JAYA KRISTIE
Soekarno, the first president of
Indonesia once said, “give me 10
young people, and I will shake the
world."
Ironically, how often are young
people oblivious to the condition
of the world? We’re famous for our
zeal and energy, and yet we’re so
often paralyzed by our obliviousnessoblivion. One day, when my
friend and I were talking about the
struggle and war our patriots went
through for independence years
ago, we suddenly talked about
how compared to the hundreds
that fought for independence,
there were thousands and millions
who were probably apathetic and
even content with their condition.
Thousands and millions lived life
as usual, weary of the colonialists
but even wearier to fight back.
“I think you’ll be part of those

Yik Yak

millions who don’t even bother to
fight for independence, Kris” my
friend said.
I was offended. “Of course not!“
I said indignantly. A split-second
later it struck me. I realized that
at that very moment, corruption,
poverty, low education, and a
myriad of other problems are tyrannizing our nation, ripping us off of
our hard-won independence, and I
am one of those millions who could
hardly care. It was a wake-up call
from my blissful sleep of ignorance.
When I read the Book of Esther,
a similar wake-up call echoed.
Esther, spending the year being
beautified for the king, and living
the pampered life of a queen
afterwards, was quite cut off from
the Jewish life. When Mordecai
notified her of a coming danger and
Esther hesitated, Mordecai said,

“Do not think that because you are
in the king’s house you alone of all
the Jews will escape” (Esther 4:13).
I started realizing that that was
my mentality. I thought I was safe,
immune from the political goingons, and so I could hardly care
less about what’s happening in my
country. The flood in Jakarta would
never touch the higher elevations
in Lippo Karawaci, and the
demonstration because of gasoline
prices seemed like a lifetime away.
Recently an article by Jess
Groenendyk titled “Look Off the
Mountain” prodded on the same
issue. Jess wrote, “It’s easy to
become so wrapped up in the
happenings of the Mountain that
we forget the beautiful and hostile
world that surrounds us.” Jess
lists the movements happening
around the world right now that are

actually started by young people
our age and younger. In the end,
he challenged our community to be
informed about what’s going on in
the world around us, and said, “We
are told to go out into the world to
be a light into the nations, but we
can’t do that if we have no idea
what they’re doing.”
I agree that living on top of
Lookout Mountain often poses the
issue of isolation. When all we see
each day hardly gets farther than
our 5-minute walk from Andreas to
Carter, we often forget that beyond
the 8 AM class we have to wake up
for next morning, the big essay due
next week, or whether or not the
Great Hall has the right granola,
there is a lot happening around the
world right now. The question is:
would we allow our geographical
and social position to lull us to

student said in response to the
degrading posts that “It’s an easily
abused form of social media. The
gimmick of anonymous social
media is not inherently a bad thing.
Anonymity can encourage people
to be honest, or it can encourage
people to be crass.”
Dean Voyles’ opinion on the
positive effects of Yik Yak followed that same theme of honesty.
“Anonymity gives people courage.
Courage can be used to encourage.” I often see posts on Yik Yak
that are simply honest thoughts and
opinions. In a Christian community
like Covenant, it’s difficult to be
open about different opinions or
beliefs. Students can feel judged
if they aren’t Christians or even if
they just have beliefs that aren’t
consistent with the majority of the
Christian community. Yik Yak gives
those students a forum to be open
about their beliefs. But is Yik Yak
the best place for this?
I see Yik Yak as a legitimate
outlet for students’ freedom of
speech. But it’s important to keep
that in perspective of the real-life
community we have with others

around us. It’s vital to go
out and make friends, and
be open and honest with
those friends. You can
pour out your heart on
Yik Yak, but you should
also cultivate relationships with others who you
can be just as open with
in everyday life.
What you see on Yik
Yak comes from the heart.
That plays out in a variety
of ways, such as honest
opinions, bad language,
professions of love, boasts
about breaking contract, Bible
verses, complaints, and gratitude.
Yik Yak is a window into the hearts
of Covenant College students.
Although it is completely legitimate to avoid Yik Yak because of
offensive content, we also need to
keep in mind that offensive content
itself is not the problem. Sin is a
problem of the heart, and sin needs
to be addressed in community.
In the end, although anonymity
has its pros and cons, Yik Yak
simply shows the hearts of the few
students at Covenant who use it.

sleep?
Let’s wake up from our apathy
and seek after God, whether it’s
about the going-ons in the world,
the political condition in your
hometown, or your community
of friends in Covenant. After all,
“we do not wrestle against flesh
and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the
cosmic powers over this present
darkness, against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly
places” (Ephesians 6:12). The devil
knows full well the potential young
people hold, and seeks to trap us in
immobilizing oblivion.
If Soekarno is so sure he can
use 10 young people to shake the
world, I wonder what God could do
with 1104 of them.

BY ZACK JONES

Studies show that American
adults spend an average of around
3 hours per day on social media.
It’s a vital element of our lives as
college students. Here at Covenant,
quite a few students have been
spending some of that time on a
fairly new social media app: Yik
Yak. In case you’ve missed all the
conversation about it, Yik Yak
is a social media app that shows
anonymous posts from other users
within 1.5 miles of you. It’s a little
but like Twitter, but with no profiles
or followers. Yik Yak launched
in November 2013, but exploded
in popularity nationwide at the
beginning of this semester.
When you open Yik Yak, you
will see 100 of the most recent
yaks (posts) by those around
you—in our case, most are posted
by Covenant students. Users can
upvote and downvote yaks to show
their approval or disapproval. The
number of votes that yaks have
received suggests that there are
less than 100 people using Yik Yak
at Covenant.
Yaks range from encouraging
and funny to degrading and

unwholesome. If you hear a friend
talking about Yik Yak, they will
probably mention the unwholesome
yaks they see; quite a few people
I know stopped using the app
because of the offensive content
they were exposed to. As one of
my friends said, “People like to
emphasize the bad things about
it.” Since the posts are anonymous,
there is virtually no accountability
for what users say. That doesn’t
mean that all yaks (or even most
yaks) are bad— many yaks are
encouragements, witty comments,
or just observations about life.
Brad Voyles, Dean of Students,
first heard of Yik Yak when a
student brought it to his attention because she felt personally
attacked by a post. Dean Voyles
realizes Yik Yak can be used in
both good and bad ways. “People
can be very encouraging in the anonymity of Yik Yak. But people can
also run down faculty, students, or
staff. There’s no accountability for
words, which leaves the potential to
be unloving and un-Christlike.”
Most Covenant students do
not use Yik Yak at all. One such

It can be used to hurt or uplift.
I encourage students who use
Yik Yak to honor Christ with the
content they post. In the moment, it
is tempting to post something just
to get upvotes that would be better
kept to yourself. But as a Christian
community, we should take our
words very seriously. I hope to
see this app become a positive,
attractive forum in which users
have each others’ backs and hold
each other accountable— as much
as they can in the anonymity of Yik
Yak.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Lynae Rockwell lynae.rockwell@covenant.edu.
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It's Basketball Season in Scots Country
he Scots men’s basketball is
hungry to win in the 2014-15
season. Coming off of a tough
2013-14 season, the team has
made some fundamental changes
in their basketball philosophy,
practice, and skills development.
While there is still room for
growth, the team has begun to
embrace these changes and Coach
Taylor looks forward to a steady
improvement throughout the
season.
In addition to these positive
changes, losing zero starters and
gaining TJ Cox who played for
Covenant College through the
2011-12 and 2012-13 seasons
will definitely give the Scots a

competitive advantage over many
other teams in the USA South
Conference who have lost one to
three key players.
While there have been no
changes to the Scot’s bench this
year, a new face has appeared
on the coaching staff. Replacing
former assistant coach Brian
Millar, Peter Wilkerson has
officially fulfilled the role of full
time assistant coach. Wilkerson,
an alum of Covenant College,
gained coaching experience at
Maryville University in St. Louis,
Missouri where he worked during
the 2013-14 season.
Wilkerson said, "I'm excited
about the opportunity to coach not

BY JUSTIN JANTOMASO

only at the collegiate level, but
at my alma mater." Coach Taylor
is also excited about the addition
of Coach Wilkerson saying,
"He had a great experience at
Maryville University and learned
a lot from a very good college
basketball coach in Kevin Carroll.
Maryville runs the same offense
we do, so I'm excited to learn
and integrate the variations and
teaching points that Peter learned
under Coach Carroll."
A strong point last year, the
Scot’s offensive play is looking very good again this year.
Defensively, the team has learned
from the 2013-14 season and
made a few key changes in their

defensive play which the team
looks forward to yielding positive
results. Look for returners Chris
Boyd, Teron Ferguson, Nate
Frierson, Micah Turner, Colton
Mcgriff, Bryant Engbers, and
Daniel Garrett to contribute
significantly to the Scot’s success
this season.
Also, talented sophomore
returners, Robby Bell, Will
Portlock, Z Arima, Ben Phelps
and Connor Sears now have a
season of collegiate basketball
experience which will help the
Scots tremendously.
The Covenant Scots men’s
basketball team has taken what
they learned from a rough, though

educational 2013-14 season and
used it to positively change many
aspects of their play.
While they look forward to
steadily improving as the season
progresses, the team has worked
hard in pre-season and are
excited to play ball. An expectant, confident bench filled with
returners begin their season at
Stevenson College in Owings Mill,
MD on November 15, 2014.
They play their first home game
against Oglethorpe on Tuesday
November 25, 2014. Go Scots.

ship on Nov. 15 in Rome, Ga. The
men will race at 9:30 a.m., while
the women race at 11 a.m.

Saturday.
The Women’s Soccer Team
finished their season on Saturday
with a tough 1-0 loss to third
seeded Methodist in the first
round of the USA South Conference Tournament. The Lady Scots
were seeded sixth overall and
completed the year with a 9-10-1
record.

with a record of 12-4, the Lady
Scots trail only Maryville in the
South Division. On Friday, the
volleyball team will take on the
number three team from the North
Division, Methodist, at 7PM in
Martinsville, Va. The semi-finals
and championship will both take
place on Saturday.

Tournament Ready

To keep up with what is going
on with all of our teams in their
postseason play make sure to
follow @covenantscots on Twitter
and check out covenant.edu/
athletics for live video, stats, and
info!

Scots Sports Update
Back to Back

The Men’s Cross Country
Team brought home their
second consecutive USA South
Conference Championship with a
dominant performance this past
weekend. Covenant placed five
runners in the the top ten finishers, including Graham Massot
who finished first overall. Eliot
Kaufman finished third in the
race in addition to claiming both
USA South Runner of the Year
and Rookie of the Year honors.
John Weaks, Stephen Dillon,
and Jack Williams all placed in
the top ten on Saturday as well
as earning All-Conference Team
awards for the season.

One the women’s side, the
Scots finished second overall on
Saturday, falling just a few points
shy of sweeping the conference
along with the men. Beth Burgess
highlighted the effort, coming in
second place overall and earning
the USA South Runner of the Year
award. Jordan Francis, Ruthie
Cargill, and Abby Irwin all
placed in the top ten as well for
the Scots. The coach for both the
men’s and women’s teams, Katie
Stanford, was honored for these
remarkable accomplishments with
the USA South Coach of the Year
Award.
Both teams will have a short
break before moving on to the
NCAA South Regional Champion-

Moving On
The Men’s Soccer Team
knocked off Piedmont on Saturday
afternoon in the first round
of the USA South Conference
Tournament. The Scots are the
number two seed overall and
now they will move on to face
N.C. Wesleyan, seeded third, on
Friday. That semifinal matchup
will take place in Martinsville,
Va. at 2:30 PM with the winner
earning the opportunity to take on
either Greensboro or Maryville in
the Conference Championship on

With sweeps of both Huntington
and LaGrange this past weekend
in Montgomery, Ala., the Women’s
Volleyball Team clinched their
spot as the number two seed in
the conference’s South Division.
Finishing out conference play

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Grace Hooper at grace.hooper@covenant.edu.

