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BY CARRIE WOODWARD

Senior administration wants to
hear from those in the Covenant
College community about their
ideas for making Covenant a better
place to learn and they’re making
that possible by opening the door
for Covenant’s Quality Enhancement Plan.
Every ten years, Covenant College must renew its accreditation
with the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools Commission
on Colleges (SACSCOC). Accreditation of a school assures members
of that college and the public that
it has adequate learning goals and
tools to achieve higher education
according to standards set up by
SACSCOC.
Covenant’s accreditation expires
in spring of 2017, but the senior
administration at Covenant is
beginning to plan now. A requirement for this renewal is the QEP.
According to the SACSCOC
Handbook for Institutions Seeking
Reaffirmation, “The QEP describes
a carefully designed course of
action that addresses a well-defined
and focused topic or issue related
to enhancing student learning and/
or the environment supporting
student learning and accomplishing

Ask Dr. Brianne Kobeck,
Covenant’s new assistant professor
of Spanish, what she did last
weekend and she may reply that
she spent a cozy Saturday curled
up on her couch at home watching
football with her shih tzu, Knox.
Kobeck, who grew up in a small
town on the Alabama/Tennessee
line may have attended Union
University in Jackson, Tennessee, but football season brings
evidence of where her true loyalties
lie—with University of Alabama’s
Crimson Tide in Tuscaloosa,
where she obtained her Master’s
and PhD in Spanish and Applied
Linguistics. Kobeck took her first
Spanish class at Union to fulfill a
degree requirement and because it
fit well within her Teaching English
as a Second Language major.
She originally intended to
learn French as well, but was so
fascinated by the Spanish language
that she ended up picking up a
Spanish minor, eventually switching to a double major in Spanish
and Teaching English as a Second
Language just before her senior
year. Dr. Kobeck finished her PhD
while teaching high school Spanish, a feat that she said “required a

BY OLIVA KINNEBREW
& ANNIE MINTON

Last Friday night, Mountain
Affair was filled with toe-tapping
tunes, impressive confetti cannons,
and terrible torrential downpours.
The night was kicked off with hundreds of students and previewers
congregating outside the chapel in
preparation for one of Covenant’s
most treasured traditions.
As the line began to grow,
the sky became an eerie gray.
Dedicated students pulled up their
hoods and put up their umbrellas
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to wait out the storm that followed.
When the doors finally opened,the
chapel was filled with excited
students and diverse sounds
ranging from the smooth classical
guitar of Aaron Ramsey to the hard
rock of Avondale to the People’s
Choice winner Glacier Chaser. The
other top awards were given to The
Dirty Blondes, coming in third,
The Janes, taking second, and
Lume, claiming first prize.
One of the most diverse sounds
came from Seaux Chill and Special
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Kay, a duo up of Nabil Ince and
Kaylin Stewart, who impressed the
crowd with their gospel-flavored
rap. Emma Caines also added
to the diversity of this year’s
Mountain Affair by performing the
only dance act. Chapman Whitted
brought a singer-songwriter vibe
to the stage with his coffee house
ballad. Previous winner, David
Kang, gave a stunning performance
accompanied by some sound
trouble that was present the entire
evening. Audience members
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Mountaintop Thoughts
The Covenant College Philosophy Club offers a new way for
students to participate in academically rigorous dialogue through
the peer-reviewed undergraduate
philosophy journal, Mountaintop
Thoughts, now available online.
The journal will publish articles
that have been presented in formal
meetings to the Covenant College
Philosophy Club, that have been
submitted to the journal through
emails to the editors for online
discussion by undergraduates, or
special pieces written by Covenant
College alumni and faculty.
Any undergraduate student who
has taken at least one philosophy
course will be allowed to submit an
article. Mountaintop Thoughts will
allow for academic philosophical

BY KARA FRANKLIN

discussion among students by
including a comment section where
students can respond to the articles
either by addressing the topics that
interest them, asking important
questions, or providing helpful
critique.
The journal’s editors, James
Baird, a senior at Covenant
College; Michael Brown, president
of the Covenant’s philosophy club,
and Brian Van Dyke, vice president
of the philosophy club, manage the
website and act as the primary peer
reviewers by carefully evaluating
the quality of the submitted
articles. They are also working with
a board of advisors consisting of a
collection of current philosophical
or theological scholars, including Dr. Bill Davis and Dr. John

Kobeck Faculty Profile

lot of discipline.” Perhaps because
it was so difficult for her, Dr.
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Wingard, professors at Covenant
College, and Hans Halvorson,
professor at Princeton University.
“I had been looking at what it
takes to get an article published
in an academic journal, and it
made me think that Covenant
could really benefit from having
a philosophy journal” said Baird.
“The purpose really is to do two
things. It will allow students to
have an outlet at Covenant where
they can learn how to prepare
papers for publication. But at the
same time, it will be a great way
for students to address and discuss
really interesting topics.”
Baird and his fellow editors
believe that the journal will encourage academic dialogue between
students who are interested in

philosophy. Baird commented,
“We want people to have clear,
polished essays for undergraduates
to discuss. It will give some good
experience preparing academic
papers that other people can
read, but at the same time it isn't
secluded.”
The editors invited a select
group of Covenant’s alumni who
majored, minored, or concentrated
in philosophy to submit one of
their papers to be published as
Mountaintop Thoughts’ first series
of articles. They hope that these
first essays will “launch the journal
by setting a Christian ethos of
philosophical rigor and ingenuity,
and will create an initial context for
discussion between students.”
One of these select alumni,

Benjamin Kinnebrew, who graduated in May 2014, commented,
“Mountaintop Thoughts will help
students take their work seriously
and practice philosophy outside of
the requirements in the classroom.”
Although all three current
editors will graduate in 2015, Baird
hopes the journal will continue
after their leave. He explains, “We
all want to contribute to Covenant
and its philosophers, and we want
that to continue after we leave.
We are currently trying to collect
a group of younger students as
associate editors who can take over
the journal when we leave.”

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Kobeck admits that doing
her doctoral work while
teaching remains one of
her proudest accomplishments. “Grad school was
hard but faith sustained
me,” she said, as she knew
that she could “do all
things through Christ.”
Kobeck admits to being
terrified by the winding
roads and sharp turns
while driving up Lookout
Mountain the first few
times, but at Covenant
the struggles she had in
school may be exactly what
helps her relate well to the
students in her classes,
especially those to whom
a foreign language does not come
naturally-- “I started out at Spanish

101, I know what it’s like!” Part
of what she looks forward to about
teaching at Covenant is watching
students understand concepts and
connect the dots, “I like to watch
students see their options… it
sounds cliché, but I love when the
light bulbs go off and I can see
students making connections!”
According to Dr. Kobeck, a focus
on connection is what compelled
her to study linguistics. “Language
allows you to communicate with
others and share their culture,”
she said. “You get to learn why
they think the way they do!” Dr.
Kobeck’s education and love of
language has allowed her to be an
English tutor for people from places
as widespread as India, Guatemala,
and Spain, but she also learns
from those she teaches.Getting to

know so many people from other
countries with different languages
and cultures has been a valuable
opportunity for Dr. Kobeck, since,
after all, language connects people.
Her office is filled with books on
language, culture, and travel that
are packed with pictures and information about cultural traditions
and foods that Dr. Kobeck hopes to
try in countries she wants to visit.
She has already tried several foods
foreign to most Americans, and
her adventurous dining decisions
include bamboo shoots, cactus,
octopus, and squid.
When not teaching, tutoring,
or traveling, Dr. Kobeck explores
downtown Chattanooga or reads
books like Down These Mean
Streets, the story of a Hispanic
teenager’s journey in urban

America. Dr. Kobeck also spends
time running and has previously
finished two marathons, with plans
to compete in another sometime
this fall. Dr. Kobeck is currently
teaching Elementary Spanish I
and Intermediate Spanish I, and is
slated to teach Elementary Spanish
II, Intermediate Spanish II, and
Spanish Conversation in spring of
2015. According to Dr. Kobeck, it’s
her been her “dream job to teach
at a college level at a Christian
school,” and she is thrilled about
the prospect of getting to engage
with Covenant students both within
and outside of the classroom this
semester and in the future.

Faculty Quote of the Week
"I HAVE NO TRAINING IN ANYTHING I AM ABOUT TO TALK
ABOUT."- DR. FIKKERT
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The Verdict
Yes to Fall Break.
No to it being only
Monday and Tuesday.
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From Monsoons to Music
became well-acquainted with
Kang as he gave a second chilling
performance due to these malfunctions. Unfortunately, technical
difficulties were present throughout
much of the show, including in the
winning group’s initial and final
performances, when microphones
and spotlights refused to go on.
However, as the saying goes, “the
show must go on,” so despite the
troubles, chills swept through
the audience as performer after
performer wowed the crowd.
The Glacier Chasers were a
clear crowd favorite, evidenced by
their winning the People’s Choice
Award. Their foot-stomping folksy
sound was enhanced by each
uniquely talented instrumentalist
including a bit of banjo percussion. The Dirty Blondes, the third
place winners, produced an indie
song that had everyone, including
freshmean Grace Ann Arnold
and sophomore Stephen Bankson,
asking if they could have a copy
of the song. Their incredible
stage presence, interesting layout,
jazz guitar influence, and stellar

songwriting had the crowd falling
in love. Freshman girl trio, The
Janes, proved that talent runs in
the family, as all three girls are
the younger siblings of previous
Mountain Affair contestants, and
made their mark by placing second
in this year’s Mountain Affair. Their
beautiful harmonies and spot-on
vibrato impressed the judges and
the crowd. Lume, the winning
band, made up of three previous
second place winners, gave a
hauntingly beautiful performance.
Their melancholy tone was paralleled by meaningful movements
and intentional expressions. Band
member Kara Franklin remarked,
“Throughout the week we took
it really seriously to present a
performance that mirrored the
theme of the song. We wanted the
whole thing to be a piece of art that
we were presenting to the audience.
Although there is much to be
said regarding the talent, Mountain
Affair simply would not have
happened without out the efforts
of Covenant Alums Esther Ellis
and Paul Smallman, the show’s

Got an Idea? Get a Prize.
the mission of the institution.”
In other words, submissions
to the QEP should be a well
thought out topic or idea that will
strengthen Covenant College’s
mission in terms of academics or
something that bolsters student
learning.
For example, a student may
consider the idea of “rest” to be a
potential area of growth and have
some specific ideas on how the
college could implement that as
a factor in student learning. Or
perhaps a student believes the
campus needs to be more sensitive
to creativity.
In 2007 the topic was
“Who is My Neighbor?” to
strengthen student understanding
of different cultures and plug
cultural understanding into the
college’s curriculum. Dr. Kevin
Eames, a professor in the Psychology department, was responsible

for collecting ideas and writing the
proposal.
Tad Mindeman, head librarian
at Covenant College, was asked
by the senior administration to
head up the beginning portion
of the college’s “reaffirmation of
accreditation” for 2017. He is in
charge of guiding the Covenant
community as it brainstorms. He
is chairing a committee of faculty,
staff, a board of trustees advisor ,
an alumnus, and a student. This
committee will evaluate ideas and
make a recommendation of one
main topic or idea to the senior
administration.
The opportunity to submit ideas
to the QEP has already been presented to faculty, staff, and board
of trustees; advertising to students
will begin after Fall Break with an
announcement in chapel.
“We’re launching the call to
the entire Covenant Community
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directors. In addition,
the comic stylings of
Adrienne Siegenthaler
and Jamison Shimmel
left the crowd rolling
in their seats, starting
off with a bang, confetti
cannon included, and
finishing with a hilarious
reenactment of the whole
affair. Their presentation of falsified faculty
auditions left students
of Covenant dreaming
of a rap battle between
Chaplain Lowe and
President Halverson—
maybe next year. The
finale was the perfect
way to end such a magical night. The Jackson
5’s “I Want You Back”
took on a Covenant flare,
as the many contenders
provided their vocal
and instrumental talents
to create a song to be
remembered.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
to come up with new ideas,”
Mindeman said. Every member
of the Covenant College family is
eligible to submit ideas for change
or improvement. The college wants
total community involvement and
as many good ideas as it can gather
in the next six months.
Furthermore, according to Mindeman, the committee has decided
to “spice it up by offering incentive
prizes.” The first twenty legitimate
topic submissions will get a unique
Covenant-inspired surprise. The
grand prize for the overall winner
will be a commissioned piece of
art. “We’re working out the details
for the artist who will be involved,”
Mindeman said expectantly. When
a topic is chosen, it will be widely
promoted to the entire community.
Mindeman said the key goal
is that “whatever good ideas are
submitted will relate to institutional
planning, particularly the new

strategic plan from last year. A
QEP tied to one of those would be
ideal.” It is best, too, if it can be
empirically measured to assess
progress and effectiveness.
The deadline for student
submissions is February 15, 2015.
Depending on the amount and
quality of submissions, the final
idea will be discussed at the Board
of Trustees meeting in March of
2015. After the idea is chosen , the
senior administration will select a
committee to design the plan, write,
promote, and assess it, a process
that will likely take over a year.
The plan must be submitted to
SACSCOC in Fall 2016.
The submission form as well
as more information and topic
examples from other colleges can
be found on Covenant’s website at
www.covenant.edu/qep.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Emmett Gienapp at emmett.gienapp@covenant.edu.
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In Flux

BY BETH ANN FOGAL

It’s 8 AM on a Thursday morning, and as the fog starts to burn
off the students of the Advanced
Painting class shuffle in to Jackson
Hall. After hanging up their
work, coffee is made and chairs
are rearranged to create space
for a critique. Along the walls of
Jackson, each student has five
to eight paintings that they have
completed or are working on in
class. Throughout the critique the
class moves from group to group
asking questions, explaining ideas,
and listening to Morty’s wisdom
and tangents.
So what are these paintings
of? To be short and sweet: still life.
Most of them include cabbages,
onions, tomatoes, asparagus, and
sometimes a lone rutabaga. But
these paintings embody so much
more than a garden harvest. The
goal of this first sector of class was
to develop form and light, and to
use color in an intentional way.
The first painting completed by
the students is a painting on paper
of cement bricks. They were to
focus on lights and darks, how they

Mother
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About a week ago, I was asked
whether I might want to write a
piece or two for the arts section
of the Bagpipe. “Sure,” I said,
figuring it would be a simple task.
I had taken a few art classes and
been to a few gallery shows in high
school, and it seemed like I could
just throw down some artsy words
about the use of the brushstrokes
in the works or something.
But when I walked into the
library's gallery on the opening
night of the show I was given to
review, however, I found myself
very out of place. The works
displayed around the room
seemed to consist mostly of some
flower-shaped purses, paintings
of melancholy women, and a great
host of nude female figures–one
of which was incredibly pregnant
and looked to be perched upon

apply paint to paper, and be
confident in the forms they
create. Along with this larger
painting, they created smaller
paper paintings as studies of
composition, color, and light.
These are displayed alongside
the finished product. The second prompt deals with form,
and is shown on a smaller
canvas with close up views of
the still life. Layers and layers
of oil paint are slathered onto
these canvases, building up
the piece as a whole. Along
with this canvas painting, a
few small paper paintings of
objects of the student’s choice
are also displayed. These were
worked on outside of class
to exercise what they were
learning during studio time.
The objects here range from
seashells to crumpled fabric
to gloves and are painted
with total control on the student’s
part. Last but not least are the
unfinished works. This is where we
are striving to focus on all three
elements: light, form, and color.

But they aren’t finished.
Why show a painting incomplete?
Because it is important for artists
to be in conversation with each
other, and with their viewer,
about their work in progress. It is

important for an artist’s paintings to
be influencing each other, as well
as other artists’ work. And I think
it’s important for a viewer to see
the process of a work of art, and
you have an opportunity to come

reaction the discovery of the Dead
Sea Scrolls? If this show was about
motherhood, what did it have to
say about it?
Just as I thought this, however,
a friend posed this question to
me: “So, with this show being so
intimate and feminine, what are
your thoughts on it as a guy?”
A bit frustrated, I replied, “I’m
not sure… It’s just confusing.”
It was only until quite a bit later
that I realized that this answer
had far more truth in it than I had
intended.
Motherhood, to a young man,
is an inherently foreign thing. It
is a transformative role and phase
of life that seems to envelope
physical, mental, and spiritual life.
And with its incredible power to
transform and create, it is wildly
unique to the female experience.

And that makes it confusing, as it
ought to be.
So, how is a man supposed to
interact at this show? Or, for that
matter, what about women who
have yet to experience motherhood? The best suggestion I can
give is to recognize the value of
your own perspective as a son or
daughter. While the show may be
created by mothers, its meaning
exists only in the context of the
relationships around it, much like
actual motherhood.
With this new lens, the wealth
of mediums and perspectives
becomes an invaluable opportunity
for understanding our own
relationships with our own family
and others. A confusing show can
suddenly serve as a vignette into
the complex experiences of our
own mothers. The daughter sitting

see these paintings in flux for the
next two weeks. Wander down to
Jackson and observe where this
painting class started and how they
grow during this display.

BY MICHAEL TAFT
a bronze peanut M&M. The
attendees of the show, while fully
clothed, were also disproportionately female, with only a small
handful of other men in the crowd.
The title of the show, “Mother
Artist/Artist Mother”, may have
hinted at what to expect, but the
overwhelming femininity of the
show still felt instantly intimidating as a male reviewer.
As I took a cursory walk
through the show, I tried to imagine
what themes stood out enough to
be pulled into a review. But as I
looked at the show, I struggled to
find a coherent shared message.
How did Jean Wetta’s “Motherhood”, a portrait of a mother duck
and her ducklings, relate to Phyllis
Thomas’ “Unearthed Evidence”,
which are an abstract acrylic
paintings representing of her

on the bed of her first apartment in
Grace Prescott’s “Grace at Home”
becomes a vivid testimony of the
natural parental loneliness that
college students so often dismiss
as a nuisance. Or Sarah Hempel
Irani’s “Dok Suni”, better known
as the sculpture of that peanutperched woman, may hint at the
overwhelming power and presence
of motherhood, both in body and
mind.
I should probably mention that
every piece is beautiful, crafted
with obvious care, and worthy of
praise simply as a visual piece,
whether or not its meaning is
apparent. But as you walk through,
try and make the small investment
of time that can potentially connect
you to your mother a lot more
than some Skype call on Sunday
afternoon.
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Mountaintop Doings: Dancing BY JACK DORKMAN

Warning: this is not a
professional news report, or an
intellectual art review, or an
important-sounding response, or
a response to that response. This
is the beginning of the Mountain
Doings, a collection of interesting
and humorous incidents. They’re
written of fun, for fun, by a person
with a funny pseudonym who
wishes there were more entertaining articles in the Bagpipe, and
can’t draw comics. True, some of
them didn’t happen to me personally, and I have been known to
blend some together. However, at
the heart of each of these episodes
is a true blue occurrence or observation of life right here on Lookout
Mountain, right here at Covenant,
or in the general vicinity of the
trails, caves and churches thereof.
We all have seen or experienced
tons of humor up here, therefore I,
Dorkman Jack, have taken it upon
myself to remark on some of these

interesting instances by introducing the Mountain Doings. So now
you know why these strange (some
would say pointless) articles are
popping up in our fair Bagpipe.
And so, without further ado… a
look at Dance Parties.
Life is like going to a dance…
as a freshman, you never know
what you’re gonna get. You will
soon find that there is something
really unique about Covenant’s
wildest pastime: the dance party.
After hanging around the Mountain
for a while, I’ve collected a
hodgepodge of information that
may be helpful to newcomers.
First, all of them have unique
official names. You’ll catch on after
a while. Kilter, Outer-Space, Blood
on the Dancefield (that one’s a
little scary), White Out, Mistletoe
Mingle (even scarier) Jazz on the
Overlook, and 20’s Night-- they
are all code names for Dance
Party. If you get lost enough, I bet

somewhere in the lower kidneys
of Carter, tucked away behind a
secret locked door, down a secret
locked passage, you will find a
secret locked office with a sign
on the door: ODNTU, the Official
Dance Name Thinker-Upper.
Anyway, as it turns out, these
dances are as diverse as their
names. Don’t be fooled into thinking this is Pride and Prejudice
proper-dized dancing. In fact, some
might say the Covenant dance
party is the opposite. Whereas
the proper-dized dancing takes
place in a horizontal line, many
of Covenant’s are trampoline-like
dances, where the majority of folks
pretend they have springs in their
shoes and perform everything
from simple jumps to wobbles to
back-flips, dancing to all sorts of
music from hip-hop to Cecilia.
Dancers will wear anything, too. If
you want to see some variety, go to
a dance party. Go to Kilter and see

prom dresses, go to Outer-Space
and see Spok ears and aliens of all
sorts. Don’t go to Cecilia.
Not all the dance parties
are trampoline dances. Spring
Formal and especially Jazz on the
Overlook, are known for being
much more traditional. Jazz on the
Overlook is a lot of fun—if you
didn’t go, you missed out. Unfortunately, it is the only swing dance
hosted here at Covenant. I must
admit, it can be a little crowded
there on the overlook with about
300 students trying to swing dance,
300 more waiting to swing dance,
and probably 200 moseying around
eating things (for you math people,
I’ve accounted for about 200 who
are in rebellion up in their rooms
or down the mountain somewhere).
But as long as you watch your toes,
it’s worth getting into the fray. You
don’t have to know how to dance to
have a good time.
You should know, though,

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.

that things are a little backward
here. You know in the olden days
out west the men would dance the
ladies until they dropped? Well,
around here in partner dances the
situation is in reverse. There are
at least two girls for every fellow.
Most of the time, they step up to
the plate. Two-thirds of the men in
the place, whether he can dance
or not, are out there twirling and
sidestepping chivalrously for all
they’re worth. It’s you dip, we drip,
for hours straight.
Friends, try out a dance party.
It’s part of the cultural college
experience. Just remember to
watch your toes-- and take turns
with your partner, won’t ya?

OPINIONS 6
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Response to "How Long To Sing This Song?"
When I started reading this
article, I was immediately disappointed. I don’t understand how
our worship during our 50 year
celebration was at all a “blemished
sacrifice.” I remember that day in
chapel, and I remember the slide
mishap. I do not, however, remember feeling embarrassed or that we
were embarrassing God, or anyone
for that matter. I clearly remember
feeling proud to be singing the
Covenant hymn and blessed to be
worshiping God.
I understand that it may be
frustrating to people when these
things happen—when the slides do
not work the way they are supposed
to or when the microphones do
not properly amplify the singers’
voices. I don’t, however, agree that

mistakes in worship are necessarily
avoidable. Humans are imperfect
beings because of the fall. We
make mistakes. No matter what
we create, there will be blemishes;
there will be imperfections. Does
this mean that we should never
worship God, for fear of offering a
“blemished sacrifice”? What about
all the people around the world
who do not have these technological advancements? If they make
mistakes, is that considered
embarrassing too?
I also do not understand how
these mistakes in chapel make our
worship “appear as though it is at
the bottom.” As I previously stated,
we are imperfect. We will always
make mistakes in life. Does this
mean that our worship is any less

heartfelt than it would be if we had
had a “perfect” worship service? I
realize that I don’t know the hearts
of anyone on campus. I don’t know
if they consider chapel to be at
the bottom of their list or not. But
I do know that mishaps in chapel
shouldn’t mean that we believe it
to be unimportant. I truly believe
that God desires our worship, even
though it will always be somewhat
imperfect, and that He accepts it.
The article discusses how the
slide mishap may have been
distracting. I agree with that point,
but are not people distracted by
other things anyway? We will
always be distracted by something,
because we are sinful and
imperfect. I personally did not feel
distracted by the mishap, but I am

BY CARRIE CODINGTON

not about to say that I have never
been distracted by other things
before. I believe that it is up to the
individual, whether or not he wants
to focus on his worship of God. We
are capable of refocusing on worship if something distracts us, and
this is more an issue of the heart
than of technological mistakes.
This article has made me
question how we define worship.
Is worship merely standing in
the chapel and singing without
mistakes? Is worship dependent
on how perfectly our technology
functions? If that is how we define
worship, then there are bigger
problems that we must consider
than whether or not we have the
correct slides on screen. Our
worship of God should be more

about glorifying God, which I
believe we can still do, even if we
make mistakes. Worship should be
our response to God’s work in our
lives, a response which is enabled
by our love for and faith in Him.
Yes, we should be glorifying to God
in how we worship Him. And yes,
we should worship with excellence.
However, our attempt at excellence
will never be perfect. This should
not discourage us! Although we will
never be able to offer perfect worship to God as imperfect humans,
our worship can be genuine, and it
can be acceptable to God. I hope
that we never forget that.
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Front and Center
As I was sitting down in CHOW
I one morning, a friend stood up
at the end of the row and commented casually, “You really like
that front and center seat, Elena.
You have it in two classes.”
Slightly startled, I looked up at
her speechlessly, my thoughts
spinning. I really like this seat?
That makes it sound like such a
personal preference, so unimportant. Echoes of past conversations
then rushed to my ears: “The
front seat is so scary.” “Dr. Kapic
is loud; the second row is right
for me.” “I can’t sit there, Elena;
I just can’t sit front and center.”
Ok, so it is personal. But I still
think it’s a good place to be—and
not just for me.
By taking a physically

BY ELENA FOREMAN

prominent position in classes, I
am inwardly committing to pay
attention to the professor, to learn,
and to participate. These things
aren’t always easy, but I should
do them regardless in order to
better fulfill my little “c” calling
as a student. Taking the front seat
regularly reminds me of these
obligations. With me, it does not
become an unconscious habit.
Taking center stage also
communicates my intentions to
the professor, who then forces
me to keep my commitments. In
front, in full view of the lecturer,
I am pressured to take notes on
what he emphasizes. He can see
if my pencil is moving or not, and
I have known Dr. MacDougall
to look at me pointedly when

it wasn’t. Also, sitting in front
urges me to try to understand the
lecture, not merely to hear it. The
prominent seat also spurs me to
participate in class, which in turn
assists both my grade and (often)
my relationship with the professor. Students commonly complain
of tiredness and of missing
meals, but when I sit in front
with the professor’s eyes right on
me, I have to repress my yawns,
forget my hunger, and focus even
harder on what is being said.
To my inquiring friend I say, “I
see what you mean. There are
pressures in front. It’s awkward
when Dr. Neilles stares at me as
I’m yawning in an eight o’clock.
I don’t like it when Dr. Dennison
or Dr. MacDougall eyes me -- the

Response to "Let the Boys Play"
I was intrigued when I read Z
Arima’s article, “Let the Boys Play
(and the Girls Too)” in a previous
edition of the Bagpipe. Students
working in the Great Hall on
Sundays was something I struggled
with as well, especially when that
work prevents them from attending
worship services in the morning.
However, I would like to present
the flip side of the argument by
simply stating that working in
Chartwells and competing in sports
competitions are very different
things.
I appreciated that the author
used Scripture to back up his point
by quoting Mark 2:27. Let’s look
at this Scripture verse in context,
however, to figure out what is being
discussed. Mark 2:23-27 tells the
story of Jesus and His disciples
walking together in a grain field,
and the disciples start picking the
grain because they are hungry.
When they are accused of working
on the Sabbath by the Pharisees,
Jesus defends His followers by
bringing up historical examples
of God allowing man to eat on the
Sabbath. However, this does not
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give us license to do whatever we
want on the Sabbath. Jesus was
simply making the point that eating
is necessary for man and so it is
allowed on the Lord’s Day.
The Westminster Confession
of Faith, a document held to
be faithful to Scripture by the
Reformed tradition, states it this
way, “This Sabbath is to be kept
holy unto the Lord when men...do
not only observe an holy rest all the
day from their own works, words,
and thoughts about their wordly
employments and recreations, but
also are taken up the whole time
in the public and private exercises
of His worship, and in the duties
of necessity and mercy” (Chapter
XXI, par. VIII). This is merely
to tease out that the main point
of the Lord’s Day is to rest and
worship God, except in the cases
of necessity and mercy. From my
point of view, I think providing food
for around 1,200 students, many of
whom have no mode of transportation on campus, better qualifies as
an act of necessity than competing
in an athletic event, although I love
sports as much as the next person.

only one in class not writing. But
studious people shouldn’t yawn,
and they should take notes. So it’s
good that these awkward things
happen to me. That’s why I like
the front.”
Another reason I like the
front is because I can speak to
the professor throughout the
class with my facial expressions. Without interrupting, I
can communicate confusion or
appreciation. I can ask him to go
on, or tell him, “I get it.” I would
make the same facial expressions
from the back, but I would not
then be in the professor’s line of
sight, so he would be less likely
to regard my opinions. Personally,
I find this sort of involvement very
satisfying.

I realize that front seats are not
for everyone, and, after all, there
are only so many. It is disconcerting to have tall Dr. Dennison step
up to you, look over your head,
and boom out that we must learn
the transcendental critique. But
sitting in the center reminds me
to commit to the class, pressures
me into keeping that commitment,
and heightens my involvement in
the class. So next time anyone
remarks on my preference for the
front and center, I might just say,
“Yes, I do like it. I know it’s a
vulnerable seat, but it forces me
to become a better student, and
I’m sure if you sat up here by me,
you’d benefit, too. So come up,
friend!”

BY EMILY HOEKSEMA

Yet it still
frustrates me that
students who work
morning shifts in
Chartwells are
prevented from
going to church.
I agree that this
is a problem and
something Covenant
needs to address.
After all, God takes
worship on the
Lord’s Day very
seriously, as did His
people. Isaiah 58:13
calls us to keep our
feet from breaking
the Sabbath and not
to do as we please on the Lord’s
Day but instead to delight in our
rest and worship of God. I believe
that keeping students from public
worship on Sundays requires very
serious questioning, but I still
maintain that those who work in
Chartwells are performing an act of
necessity, whereas sporting events
are not exactly vital for everyone.
God rested on the seventh day,
not because He was tired, but

because He knew we would be
tired. While it is true that using
our physical gifts in the service of
God glorifies Him, I don’t think
that was what He had in mind when
He told us to worship Him on the
Lord’s Day. John 4:24 informs us
that, “God is Spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship Him in
spirit and in truth.” I don’t know
how often the average Christian
dwells on God and His greatness

while participating in an athletic
event, but I know I myself don’t.
I’m not sure that we can say sports
are a form of worship, at least not
in the holy sense required on the
Sabbath, but I do respect Z’s arguments. I just think we need to make
sure we are keeping the holiness
of the Lord’s Day as something of
utmost importance in our minds
instead of trying to justify or
condemn every activity.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Lynae Rockwell lynae.rockwell@covenant.edu.
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Covenant
Athletics Schedule

Saturday, Oct. 18
Men’s Cross
Country
at Berry College
Viking Open
8:45 AM
Rome, Ga.

Scots Finish Strong
With the season coming
to a close in the next few
weeks, the soccer team
is hoping for a big finish
in the conference tournament.
With only two losses
in their overall record,
including non-conference
games, making it to the
finals is no pipe dream.
Picked to finish fourth in
the USA South preseason
poll, the Scots are currently sitting in third
place, behind two teams
they have already beaten
this year, NC Wesleyan
and Greensboro.
Covenant has four
games remaining in the
regular season, all of
which they are the favorite
to win, and three of
which are home contests.
Currently, the Scots only
have one home loss on the
season and are looking to
build off the support of the
home crowd in order to

make a run at the one or
two seed heading into the
conference tournament.
When asked about
how this year’s team has
accomplished this so far,
Ian Meredith, one of ten
seniors on the team, says
that that the depth of this
squad is a big part of what
makes this team successful.
Meredith said, “We are
each individually talented.
If one is to look at each
position on the field there
is complete confidence in
the man playing behind
the starter.”
Meredith has contributed six goals, a career
high, to the teams over
all season goal total of
twenty-eight. But being
talented is not the only
strength of the soccer
team. Daniel Kubin, a
junior and goal keeper
for the team, says that the
team has great chemistry

Saturday, Oct. 18
Women’s Cross
Country
at Berry College
Viking Open
9:30 AM
Rome, Ga.

BY CHLOE CARLSON
on and off the field.
Kubin said, “Everyone
gets along and envisions
the same goals.” The
closeness of the team
may be enhanced by
the fact that there are a
good amount of returning
seniors on the field, but
also because there are a
couple of sets of relatives
on the team as well.
Hunter and Russell
Harrison are not only
twin brothers, but are
both returning seniors.
Builder Brock, a transfer
from UGA, and his cousin
Hunter Brock, who is a
sophomore this year, join
Builder’s brother Hudson
Brock, who is another
returning senior this year.
Builder, who previously
played on UGA’s club
team and Chattanooga’s
local semi-pro team with
teammate Snoopy Davidson, says that this team is
different from any he has

ever played on.
“I've never been on
a team where the whole
team views and plays soccer as a form of worship.
It is amazing to have 20+
guys around you working
their tails off every day
and seeking to glorify God
through the way they play
and interact on the pitch,”
Brock said.
In this case, it is not
just a clique to say that
the soccer team is playing
for more than just another
game win, but to glorify
God and lead by example
in the process. And
although it seems like they
have the recipe to success,
they still go into every
game with the mindset to
work hard.
“It’s a game-to-game
performance that we can’t
overlook,” said Kubin.
Meredith continued by
saying that the goals of the
team will increase as the

season comes to an end,
“After the NC Wesleyan
game we are expecting to
build on that win and play
better each time, setting
the standard higher. Each
of us wants to get better
with each game.”
With a few weeks left
in the season, the soccer
team hopes to represent
Covenant well upon
entering the conference
tournament. Coming off a
big 4-1 win over second
place N.C. Wesleyan, the
Scots now have a conference record of 4-1-1 and
an overall record of 8-4-2.
Come out and support
the team as they try to
build on their momentum
in their final conference
home games next weekend
against Averett and
William Peace!

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Grace Hooper at grace.hooper@covenant.edu.

Saturday, Oct. 18
Women’s Volleyball
at William Peace
10:00 AM
Raleigh, NC

Saturday, Oct. 18
Women’s Volleyball
vs. NC Wesleyan
2:00 PM
Raleigh, NC

