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Center For Student
Success Up and
BY GARRETT SISSON

This year, Carter Hall opened
a new advising space and student
area: the Center for Student Success.
Designed by the Dean of Students
Brad Voyles and the Director of
Academic Support Janet Hulsey,
this center hopes to serve students
in need of tutoring or personalized
academic guidance, and also provide
specialized attention to those with
learning difficulties. The Center is
located at the end of Carter Hall in
room 143, and has space available
for studying and test proctoring.
According to Sarah Ocando,
who transferred from the office of
Admissions and is now the Center’s
“Director of Student Success,” the
Center developed out of a series of
conversations between Voyles and
Hulsey on how to better support
students. Prior to the Center’s
creation, Hulsey had been singlehandedly managing academic
support for seven years. She noticed
that students today have a better
understanding of their learning
needs than they did ten years ago,
and so are better able to articulate
them to faculty and advisors. Hulsey
and Voyles realized that when
looking at the long-term vision of

Vice President for
Advancement Steps Down
By Carrie Woodward
After almost twenty years at
Covenant, Troy Duble has decided
to step down from his role as vice
president for advancement. Duble,
who graduated from Covenant in
1993 with a degree in business
administration, acted as director
of development prior to becoming
vice president for advancement in
2005. Duble cites “a strong call to
pursue new ventures” as a reason
for his departure.
“It has been a very hard decision
to leave my role as vice president,”
he said in a message sent to faculty
and staff on Thursday, “and I think
that if I’m going to leave, now
is just the right time, while the
College is in a good place between
campaigns and while I know that
we have an incredible team of
directors in advancement.”
As President Halvorson wrote
to Covenant’s faculty and staff,
“It’s always difficult to lose a
long-serving and trusted member
of a team… it would be difficult to
capture in any brief statement the
significance of the contributions
that Troy has made—some of the
widely known, others known only

to a few—in his time at Covenant
College.” In addition to demonstrating faithful devotion to Christ
and a love for Covenant, Duble,
according to Halvorson “provided
critical stability and guidance to
the college in his years of leadership.”
The College plans to use Troy
Duble’s departure as an opportunity to reevaluate the school’s
administrative structure. As vice
president for advancement, Duble
oversaw college development,
church relations, alumni relations,
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career services, communications, facilities, grounds, and
auxiliary services, and was a large
participant in Covenant’s BUILD
campaign. His role encompassed
a vast array of responsibilities that
will henceforth be divided into two
separate positions.
Halvorson said, “In light of
the significant breadth of college
operations that Troy was being
asked to oversee, we will be
replacing his vice presidential post
with two vice presidents—a vice
president for development and a
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Chattanooga
Reroutes
BY LINDSAY PACE

On Monday, September 15,
2014, the U.S. Department
of Transportation Investment
Generating Economic Recovery
program awarded Chattanooga
with a $400,000 grant to research
the feasibility of converting the
city's old rail lines into a light
rail system for public transportation. An additional $300,000 was
given by the city toward what is
estimated to be a $35 million
dollar project.
All finances contribute to
a thorough study of vacated
railroads which span 21 miles. If
the rail lines, which stretch from
downtown to Enterprise South,
are considered viable, they may
be reused. An additionalAnother
23 miles are also being considered in the heart of the city.
Mayor Andy Berke said that
“by putting our railroads back to
use, we could create an incredible impact in our community
and increase the quality of life of
our citizens.”
No city appreciates the railroad
quite like Chattanooga. By 1870,
there were 58 railroad industries;
by 1910, over 300. Bridging the
gap between America's biggest
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Park(ing) Day

BY ELENA FORMAN
Last Friday, Sept. 19,
Chattanooga held its
seventh annual Park(ing)
day. Held every third Friday
in September, Park(ing)
Day is an opportunity for
musicians, artists, and
gymnasts to occupy parking
spaces for the day and
entertain the public. Many
of these miniature parks,
called “parklets,” consisted
of play-pens for little kids
and comfy seats for their
supervisors, while art
displays filled others. One
contained a smithy.
This tradition began
started in 2005 when Rebar,
a San Francisco art and
design studio, paid the

Chattanooga Reroutes
communities, the developed rail
systems earned Chattanooga the
title, "Gateway to the South."
Not only is rail service more
efficient, it is exceptionally
beneficial for the economy. "The
rail service would make travel to
the airport and Enterprise South
more convenient,” Berke stated,
“and it will also connect our most
disadvantaged neighborhoods
to jobs, classrooms, grocery
stores and health care facilities.”
Additionally, the president of the
Enterprise Center, Ken Hays,
believes that the suggested route
could produce healthier and
more prolific neighborhoods in
Highland Park, Bushtown, and
Glass Street.

These claims are supported
by U.S. Representative Chuck
Fleischmann. "I am confident
a passenger rail option would
allow us to utilize existing rail
infrastructure and provide
transportation options to residents throughout the city," he
announced. Improved air quality,
more amiable pedestrian alternatives, and a transit-friendly
community are just a few benefits
the city expects to reap from the
proposal.
An ambitious project, the study
will assess factors like demand,
fare structure, and route tactics.
“I am confident a passenger rail
option would allow us to utilize
existing rail infrastructure,"

parking meter for the day and constructed a pop-up park, complete
with shady seats and soda. This
advertisement became so popular
that other cities asked the company
to repeat the project in other
parking lots. Rebar responded by
promoting it as an “open-source”
project and developing a how-to
manual on constructing miniature
parks. Eventually, parklets spread
worldwide and, in some cases,
stayed put year-long. These
permanent parklets often serve as
a combination of city decor and
street space for private businesses
that pay for them.
Here in Chattanooga, the officials
use Park(ing) Day to urge “more
urban space” and to foster the
discussion of how public space is

created and allocated. In the words
of Amy Donahue, marketing and
communications manager for River
City Co., “It is so rewarding to see
people taking an interest in the
importance of public spaces, and
there are so many creative people
and organizations that generate
interesting and dynamic activities.”
On Friday, most of the creativity
unfolded in 46 parking spaces
around Miller Plaza, East Main
Street, the 1400 block of Market
Street, the 200 block of Broad
Street, and Frazier Avenue.
Lasting from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., the event ranged from opera
to dancing to cooking to smithing.
A musician named Buddy Shirk set
up his piano and organ outside The
Company Lab and played various

pieces for the entirety of the event.
“We do a park for The Company
Lab every year, and the past three
years I've done a park for my
startup -- Color Cloud Hammocks
-- right next door,” Buckwalter
said. “This year we also featured a
3D printing demo for Chattanooga's
upcoming Mini Maker Faire.”
While Park(ing) Day
originated as a two-hour advertisement in the form of a miniature
park, it has grown to mean much
more. As Buckwalter said, “The
spirit of Park(ing) Day is so
similar to the spirit of Color Cloud
Hammocks -- getting people to get
outside, slow down, and take time
to enjoy the brighter side of life.”

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Fleischmann said,
"and will provide
transportation options
to residents throughout
the city.”
Chosen among 72
other cities for the
grant, Chattanooga
has a bright future in
store. While there is
much more work to do
in order for the rails
to come back, In the
words of Mayor Berke,
“We are taking an
important first step."

Faculty Quote of the Week
"WHEN I WAS BORN, THEY SPANKED THE DOCTOR" - DR. DENNISON
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vice president for admissions.”
As Covenant seeks to fill the two
new vice presidential roles within
the next year, Jeff Sandhoff will fill
the role of Interim Vice President
for Development, and Matthew
Bryant will act as the Interim
Vice President for Admissions.
Jeff Sandhoff, who has worked
at Covenant since 2010, first as
a major gifts officer and then as
director of major gifts, will assume
the responsibilities of church
relations, alumni relations, and

oversee planned giving while
continuing major gift fundraising.
Matthew Bryant, who has worked
in both admissions and church
relations since 2001, is Covenant’s
current director of admissions
and director of church relations
and will continue in those roles
while also taking responsibility
for financial aid and marketing/
communications.
Duble will continue to aid the
college through the coming transitional period. President Halvorson

reports that Duble will remain as a
full-time college employee through
the end of 2014 and will continue
into 2015 as a part-time fundraiser.
Duble remains dedicated to the
Covenant community: as he said
at the conclusion of his letter, “I
love the mission and purpose of
Covenant College and will continue
to support Covenant in whatever
ways I can.”
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Covenant College, their current
model needed to be rearranged, so
they met through the summer with
the Academic Standards Committee of faculty members to create
specific strategies for making more
personalized assistance available to
students.
Though the seeds were various,
the project gained momentum
when the committee considered
what potential resources they
could provide to students on the
autistic spectrum and with learning
difficulties.
The Center encompasses a wide
umbrella of assistance, and prides
itself on helping to meet the individual goals of each student. The
team is built of Hulsey and Ocando,
who serve as directors and advisors,
as well as seven student assistants
who work with the Student Development Office and one student who
only works for the Center. Hulsey
specifically works with helping
students struggling with academics,
time management, and learning
difficulties, but the Center offers
resources for the wider student
body as well. Ocando advises
students facing a variety of other
issues, ranging from upperclassmen
transitioning majors, underclassmen
unsure of a major, and anyone who
would like help brainstorming

schedules or four year plans. The
student employees not only man the
front desk, but are available to help
keep their peers accountable and
on track with their work progress as
they use the Center. Whatever the
need, each student is given one on
one attention.
The Center is well-aware of its
connection to Covenant’s other
student resources, as the office
can supplement normal academic
advisor meetings by walking
through the course selection process
alongside students, helping them
with logistics, and facilitating
more prepared meetings with the
academic advisors themselves. It
is not uncommon for Ocando to
serve as a comfortable first step for
underclassmen in navigating the
college’s other offices, such as the
Center for Calling and Career or the
Office of Records.
Though the Center is still young,
the directors are tracking the usage
of the space and are so far encouraged. The role of the office appears
to have been well-communicated
so far, as it has already begun
welcoming students who have
been redirected from other offices.
Another good sign for the Center
was the interest that upperclassmen
have taken in using the Center’s
resources.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

The Center is furnished to
be as welcoming as possible, with
whiteboards, tables and chairs, and
brewing coffee with mugs ready for
study groups. A mood-lit cubicle
for intense study occupies the far
left corner, which has already been
appreciated by upperclassmen and
off-campus students looking for a
quiet space to get work done. The
space can be used by anyone at any
time, and has also been utilized as
a designated area for students on
academic probation who need to
fulfill hours.
The Center held two “low
key” open houses on September
4: one for students and one for
faculty. Hulsey and Ocando showed
interested students the center with
cookies and coffee, and spoke
with each student individually to
discuss how the center could best
be utilized for them. They hope to
expand their reputation through
word of mouth, interested student
leaders, and sponsored events such
as study breaks.
The Center is particularly
outspoken about being willing to
adapt and grow. Ocando is very
open to seeing what unfolds over
the next year, which she describes
as a “litmus test” in learning how
to best cater to students’ needs
in the future. Because the Center
is in its first form, the Directors

are optimistic about being able to
make modifications, molding the
space to best help students relieve
anxiety and succeed in their college
pursuits.
“At first...most students say that’s
not for me. That’s for somebody else,
cause I’m doing fine,” says Ocando.
“Our hope is...by accurately
communicating and continuing
to get in front of students, we can
help students see that we’re another
resource for anyone.”
The Center’s advising hours are
8 am - 4:30 pm Monday through
Friday, with additional time Monday
through Thursday from 6-10 pm for
studying only.

"NO MORE
INDONESIAN
COVENANT"
CORRECTION:
Professor Foreman
is NOT
on the board.
lol.
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Songs of Innocence Review
U2’s album Songs of Innocence resurrects the U2 many of
us once knew and loved, and has
listeners once again believing
that everything U2 lost since their
previous album No Line on the
Horizon in 2009 “now has been
returned in the most Beautiful
sound we have ever heard.” Songs
of Innocence was well worth the
five-year wait (yes, we started waiting immediately after NLOTH) and
it shows in the songs’ auspicious
timing, indie-rock inspired hooks,
and, most importantly, Bono’s
unmistakable voice that creates
U2 melodies. The album’s Their
balance between upbeat calls to
arms and balladesque introspections keep listeners in a euphoric
state of mind as they approach the
chaotic world of which Bono sings.
We are constantly reminded
of how hard it is to find wholesome
or thought provoking lyrics by
rappers chasing a rhyme or Indierockers chasing sex, drugs, or
ocean parallels. Songs of Innocence asks its listeners to ponder

themes and symbols such as with
them love, nightmares, sailing
excursions,vision our eyes, light
and dark, fightingtaking up arms,
and the nature of sin. It is easy
to believe Bono when he sings, “I
wanted to be the melody, above the
noise, above the hurt.” Introducing
sailors’ common knowledge, to
the kindergarten concept that we
cannot listen when we are preaching, Bono illustrates effectively
our problem: “Once we are born,
we begin to forget the very reason
we came.” Some of the songs will
leave you asking questions, such
as the line in “” that says,Bono
will have you stumped and asking
questions of lines like: “Something
in your eyes took a thousand years
to get here.” And of course, Bono
shows us the beauty and imperative of love, “Hold me close, hold
me and don’t let go, hold me close
like I’m someone that you might
know. Hold me close, the darkness
just lets us see who we are.”
Musically the album sports
a wide variety of tempos, styles,

and experimentation typical of
a good U2 album. U2 has an
ever- evolving style, as evidenced
by their songs how else would
“Discotheque”, “Sunday Bloody
Sunday”, “Beautiful Day”, and
“Vertigo”. Peacefully coexist in
their portfolio? Whether it is the
Red Hot Chili Peppers-esque
intro and hook, found in volcano,
or the blaring electrical guitar
opening riffs characteristic of
prior decades, U2 fuses their
quirky, choral vocal repetition and
background accompaniment with
their instrumental ear, showing
they had an entire head for what
they are doing.
Songs of Innocence opens with
a fast paced announcement of rock
and roll’s return, and gets gradually
slower in tempo and mood illustrating the road’s twists and turns.
This continues rights through till
their last song, “The Troubles,” a
slow ballad introducing their next
album Songs of Experience. There
is a similar transition in “How
to Dismantle an Atomic Bomb.”

Apothecary Review

BY CHARLIE ALLEN

“Vertigo” opens the album asking
the listener to feel rock and roll,
and it gradually fades to a slower
tempo into “Yahweh,” a slow
lamentation and prayer for grace.
This album is cohesive and full
of potential hits, the best of both
worlds if you will.
Is rock and roll dead? This
question is commonly asked as we
dive deeper into the 21st century,
and it is answered in a way through
the repugnant response to U2’s
unique distribution of their new
album. Apple, in celebration of
the 10 year anniversary of the
its iTunes commercial, struck a
deal with U2 that allowed every
open Itunes account enabling free
downloads to automatically receive
and download the new album.
This angered a lot of people,
who declared it an unforgivable,
arrogant intrusion. Bono seems
to have almost predicted the
issues U2 would face and when he
references bad press recognizing
in his song “Sleep Like a Baby
Tonight.”: “Dreams, it’s a dirt

business dreaming.” Bono sings,
This followings suit with the
tonal shift in the album mirroring
the response it received after its
release. Brilliance and excitement
disintegrating into irate rejection,
resulting in Apple having to
remove their gift to satiate the very
consumers they hoped to please.
While Rock and Roll might
not sound the same, U2 embodies
its spirit. Bono replied to the
angry iTunes users by saying, the
irate recipients of this free gift:
“Apologies if that gets excruciating… actually, I take that back. No
apologies if it gets excruciating.
What’s the point in being in U2 if
you can’t go there?” Only a true
rock band in the technology age
would fearlessly cast its net as
wide as 500 million people, giving
out beliefs, opinions, and poetry
it’s wanted or not. Then again,
“The worst things in the world are
justified by belief.”

BY ANDREA BEACHLEY

Art is often “left open to
interpretation”, especially in
our day and age. Apothecary,
the UTC student-led gallery in
downtown Chattanooga, took the
act of interpretation a step farther
at the Gallery Hop sponsored by
AVA on Saturday, September 6.
The intention of their installationstyle exhibit “In Progress” was
to “blur the lines between artist
and viewer.” Upon entering the
room, my friend and I were greeted
by a student who was casually
leaning in the corner, playing on
his Gameboy. He introduced us to
the gallery and invited us to take a
slip of paper, presenting us with a

task. My task told me to “activate
something.”
This is where the interpretation
came into play. The objects in the
gallery space probably came from
a Thrift Store or Dollar General.
There were slinkies hanging from
the ceiling, old romance novels
thrown on the floor, an old coffee
machine on a table, a traffic cone
in the corner, and glitter everywhere. In a way, it was a chaotic
depiction of the life of a college
student– as if a dorm room had
exploded.
The lines were successfully
blurred, because I had no idea
who was a part of the gallery

and who was also working on a
task. Everyone in the room was
participating, but everyone was
also observing. Even if there were
no typically beautiful artworks
in the gallery, the communal
participation and boundless
creativity was a beautiful insight
into Contemporary art and the
young adult life. The progression
of “In Progress”, as well as past
exhibits and information about
the gallery can be viewed on www.
apothecarygallery.com.
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A Short & Informal Interview with Andrew Peterson
BY BEA BRACKIN
What albums most
influenced your songwriting/style of playing?
• Mark Cohn’s first
album
• Rich Mullins’
album “A Liturgy, a
Legacy, and a Ragamuffin Band”
• Paul Simon’s
album “Graceland”
• Any of James
Taylor’s albums- his style
of fingerpicking, and the
personal way he wrote.
“Karin, she's a silver
sun//you best walk her
way and watch it shine”
-I want to know Karin!

If you could collaborate with
anyone, who would it be?
• Steve Martin. I would
love to see what crazy things we
could come up with from a writing
standpoint.
What would you be doing if
you weren’t performing or writing?
• I think I would love to
teach, in a college setting. But then
I remember I’d have to go back
to school to get my masters, and
that means writing papers. I love
talking about life and songwriting
and answering questions about the
appreciation of these things.
Do you have any future plans?
• New album
• Once that is done,
a new book
• The Rabbit Room-“Rabbit

Room Press is based in the heart
of the thriving artistic community
of Nashville, Tennessee. Founded
in 2008, Rabbit Room Press
publishes fiction, nonfiction,
and poetry. In addition to books,
the press is closely involved in
the creation and distribution of
recorded music.” (from www.
rabbitroom.com)
What starts the songwriting
process for you?
• I try to pay attention to
life. Those moments of life you
remember so vividly that brought
a lump in your throat, tears to
your eyes, but you aren’t sure why.
Those are the moments I mull over
and write about.

How did you decide to do
music full time?
• My wife has always
been an encourager to me. She
somehow has always been able to
see the good in me that I can’t. The
first time I sang for her, I was so
nervous I made her face the wall
opposite of me so she couldn’t see
me sweating. She told me it was
awesome, and I’ve been singing
ever since.
Any encouragement for
songwriters?
• Listen to great songwriters, and try to write in their style.
Every songwriter should write a
Bruce Springsteen song! And be
ready for bad work. Every now and
then I write a song I don’t hate.

Boyhood Review
BY LIZ SIMAKOFF

Shot over the span of twelve
years, Boyhood is the first ever film
to be shot in succession, using the
same actors as they age to tell a
fictional, coming-of-age story. The
film made its debut at the 2014
Sundance Film Festival in January
and was met with near-unanimous
critical praise. This summer it
was slowly released in theatres
around the country and met with
equal enthusiasm by moviegoers
for it’s poignant portrayal of a boy
becoming a man.
The movie follows the Evans
children, Samantha (Loreli
Linklater) and Mason Jr (Ellar
Coltrane), as they are raised by
their single-mom, Olivia (Patricia
Arquette). We meet the family in

2002, as five-year-old Mason and
seven-year-old Samantha are living
in a small apartment in Houston
with their mother. The film traces
Mason and Samantha's growing up
years, through their friends and
love-interests, their rocky-relationship with their biological father
Mason Sr (Ethan Hawke) and their
mother’s marriages to and divorces
from two alcoholic and abusive
men. While the film is centered
around the lives of the children, I
couldn’t help but be caught up in
the intense self-sacrificing love of
Olivia Evans. From the moment
the screen lights up to when the
credits role, Olivia’s entire life is
lived for her children. Each new
job opportunity, each move, even

each new boyfriend and husband is
an attempt to give her two children
a “normal” home. We watch her
successes and failures through
the eyes of her children and are
left heartbroken with her as she

becomes an empty-nester just as
the kids’ biological father is getting
a second chance at fatherhood with
his new, young wife. Her story can
be read as somewhat tragic, but her
love for her children is remarkable,

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.

haunting, and beautiful. We are left
reflecting on our own growing up
and all of the things we may have
missed the first go around.
You can find out more about
the film at boyhood.tumblr.com.
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Hatred For Politics
BY JOHN CHRISTIAN KUENHERT
“I hate politics. I hate politicians. The Senate is lazy. The
President is stupid. The Supreme
Court is partial. Congress is useless, senseless, and hypocritical.
If I had a pistol with two bullets
and was in a room with Hitler,
Stalin, and a random politician, I
would shoot the politician twice.”
-Michael Scott of The Office
In truth, I don’t believe any
of the carpet bombing-esque
statements above. But it is hard to
set aside the negative stereotypes
associated with our government
and its politics when we analyze
current issues and politicians and
listen to the news. Further, these
stereotypes are ingrained in our
attitude and being. From birth we
have grown accustomed to hearing friends and family use them
in discussions of government
policies and political parties.
If you were raised in a family
of Republicans you probably
have heard terrible things said of
Democrats and if you were raised
in a family of Democrats you
probably have heard equally terrible things said of Republicans.
This aggressive mentality has
likely sparked in you the urge to

engage in political discussion or,
the more likely, a desire to label
government as corrupt, apathetically brushing aside politics as
one might try to shoe-away a
pesky house-fly.
I don’t care if you are a
Republican, Democrat, or Ron
Paul, there is a good chance you
think Congress is incompetent.
And even if you “don’t care about
politics” you still take a swing
at that house-fly every now and
then. So why am I writing this
article? My aim is for you to
consider government and politics
in a new light, one that is less
pessimistic and more balanced.
Let’s begin with considering
how people in our society tend to
view politics and the status quo.
The Washington Post conducted
a poll asked people to describe
Congress in one word. The top
ten word choices were negative,
including: ridiculous, frustrating,
stupid, and childish. Statistics
from various sources, including
the New York Daily News, the
Washington Post, and Gallup
polls, show Congress has an
approval rating of between seven
and ten percent. According to the

latest NBC News and Wall Street
Journal poll, “Six in ten Americans are dissatisfied with the
state of the U.S. economy, more
than seventy percent believe the
country is headed in the wrong
direction, and nearly eighty
percent are down on the country’s
political system.”
The majority of people,
whether they call themselves
Democrats, Republicans, or
Independents, think the government is responsible for some, if
not many, of their problems. So I
ask you: why? Why do people feel
justified in their accusations?
I see a couple possibilities.
First, as discussed already,
it seems that politicians
are easy scapegoats for our
human problems because of
various stereotypes. Dr. Wingard,
Professor of Philosophy here at
Covenant, defines a stereotype as
“an oversimplified generalization
about the members of a class.”
For example: “Politicians are a
bunch of hypocritical, prideful,
dishonest, power-hungry idiots.”
This is the easy answer for why
things go badly in government.
The hard answer, however, isn’t

No One Cares About Your iPhone
Back in 2010
I got my first
phone. It wasn’t
anything special
- just a flip
phone; I loved it
though. Nearly
four4 years
later, I have
never really
felt the need to
upgrade, but
herein that I’m
in the minority.
Most of my
peers have
some type of
smartphones of
some type, and

always a clear one. Rather, the
hard answer comes from critically evaluating the problem or
politician at hand and coming to
a rational conclusion. The latter
takes much more work than the
former.
The second reason is in part
due to mass media and in part
due to our human nature. Current
events, government issues, and
politics as a whole are filtered
through the news. What we hear
is not the whole story. Success
doesn’t sell as well as failure.
Who cares about the story of
political fidelity? The story of
political scandal is far more
attractive. It doesn’t matter if our
streets are paved, the country
isn’t in civil war, and our currency is stable, Chris Christie
schemed to create a traffic jam!
The news caters to our human
desire to blame.
It feels better to place guilt on
a group of people, namely politicians, whose faults we see every
day plastered in the headlines
of the news. Why take the blame
for my business running into the
ground, my bad health, or my
general unhappiness when I can

place the blame on government.
Constituents of both political
parties play the blame-game. The
Democrat blames government
for not doing enough while the
Republican blames government
for trying to do too much. How
should we resolve this issue? The
answer isn’t simple or easy.
Perhaps we should begin
by acknowledging politics as
a necessary and demanding
calling. We should also check
ourselves before we make blanket
statements like “Congress is
stupid/Republicans are idiots/
Democrats are dumb” and belittle
the work of many sincere politicians and godly Christian public
servants. Sure, that government
house-fly can be annoying
sometimes, but in the interest of
objectivity, shouldn’t we engage
in political thought in such a
way as to better humanity and
glorify God? Shouldn’t we try to
set aside our criticism and our
negative stereotypes and engage
government from Christ-centered
perspective? I can’t decide for
you. I just don’t think we need to
shoot the politician twice. Once is
probably enough.

BYMOLLY FOLLETT

they will tell you their life is on
those phones. Maybe peoplewe
feel this way about smartphones
because of the fact that so much
of us gets stored on these devices.
However, I think there is a greater
hand helping separate the crowds.
When did an owner of an
iPhone become better than most
everybody else? Why aredo most
people everyone with an Android
phone decide to be so against
iOS devices? What makes one
device better than the other?
ArgumentsAn argument can and
already haves been made made
for both sides and each sidein
each it points to the inferiority
of the otherout how much the

other is inferior. Screen size,
mega pixels, and apps for that
device, those are all points on
which my friendsthat I have heard
my friends defend getting their
phones for.
Every phone is trying to be better than the next and isn’t afraid
to say so. This loud criticism of
the competition doesn’t sit well
with me but to a customer it
will either solidify their loyalty
or break it. The advertisements
today boast of bigger screens with
better cameras, even about how
their AI is best. In some ways by
sheer numbers one can be better
than the other but the way we put
all those big digits into play is

also important.
We could call it brainwashing.
I don’t think that’s far from the
truth; they would call it brilliant
advertising that works. Regardless of what we call it these
extreme lines we have drawn
try their best to ruin the other’s
experience. We need to just be
grateful for a phone, even more
so a smart one. Whether or not its
cost comes out of our pockets or
someone else’s it’s a luxury that
we overlook far too often. Our
lives have been compacted and
simplified by these devices but all
we tend to see is their superiority
in comparison to others.
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Let's Talk Porn
BY CALVIN CUMMINGS
About a year and a half ago, a
friend mentioned a phrase to me
that has continued to captivate
my imagination and conscience:
verbal masturbation. He saw it in
a Facebook post by his previous
painting teacher. In the quip, his
teacher expressed his frustration
with the self-importance of
contemporary representational
painters. He commended their
work, but saw getting together
as artisans to pat each other on
the back for being such wonderful people, for making such
wonderful work, as pointless.
They weren’t developing their
craft in those moments, weren’t
moving forward towards anything.
They were simply pausing to
celebrate themselves—to indulge
one another. His naming of this
action as “verbal masturbation”
has captured me because the
metaphor is continues to bring
a startling amount of clarity to
several contemporary problems.
brilliant.
I began seeing this verbal masturbation first in others, but most
convincingly in myself. I began
to think about why I talk so much
in class. Is it because I actually

had something worthwhile to say,
or because I wanted to hear the
sound of my own voice? Have you
ever felt this way about someone
in class (quite possibly, about
me)? I certainly have. Many
times I’ve crucified those in my
class who seem to speak for no
reason except that there are ears
forced to hear them. They spout
off useless information just so
people can know they know it.
People exist in that moment for
the pleasure of the one speaking.
And it does feel good to be heard.
But what does this have to do with
porn?
First, let’s talk masturbation.
What does masturbation exist for?
The pleasure of the embodied
self. Can you have it without
porn? Yes. Is it worse with or
without porn? Ask your pastor. No
matter when, how, why, or with
what you’re achieving orgasm
without a partner, you’re masturbating, and, yeah, you’re doing
it to please yourself. I am going
to go ahead and lean on God’s
statement that “it is not good for
man to live alone,” (Gen. 2:18)
amongst other Biblical truths
and say that masturbation was

not the intended way to achieve
orgasm. It would seem to me to
be, even outside of a Biblical
perspective, anti-relational. By
that I mean that it is an embodied
action committed for the self by
the self without the need of the
embodied presence of another.
The philosophical and literal
‘other’ are absent. So, why is this
bad? What does masturbating do
to us masturbators? I think a few
things:
We begin to believe pleasure is
for us.
We begin to believe our bodies
(and other gifts, depending on
what kind of masturbator we are),
are for us.
And we begin to believe that
we were created for this, because,
man, does it make us feel good.
I believe porn offers
an interesting extension to
these behaviors. Ran Gavrieli, a
post-doc studying gender Tel Aviv
University, has a wonderful and
entirely secular TEDxJaffa lecture
on why he stopped watching porn
(YouTube search “Why I Stopped
Watching Porn”). He explains
there are two basic reasons he
stopped watching porn. The

first is porn brought anger and
violence into his private fantasies
that weren’t there before, and
the second is by watching porn
he created the demand for what
he called filmed prostitution. He
has both an etymological and
empirical basis for this second
claim, but I’ll let him explain
those to you on your own time. Go
watch it. He has some compelling,
unsettling, horrifying statistics
on the abuse of women and men
(women more so than man) within
the porn industry.
His first reason is important for
us to understand because what
porn allows for is metaphorical
rape. Yeah, I get it, women and
men choose this as their vocation,
and yeah, sure, they have, under
the Constitution (or personal
discretion), the freedom to have
all kinds of sex with all kinds of
people in all kinds of ways if they
want as long as no one gets hurt.
Aside from the fact that people
do actually get physically hurt,
here’s why that’s a moronic excuse
for our perversions: none of those
people choose who accesses them
the same way no one has a choice
to listen to someone waxing

eloquent in class. Porn is abuse.
There’s a virtual break in the connection, but not in the hearts of
those watching. Our imaginations
are powerful gifts. We can place
ourselves just about anywhere,
doing whatever to whomever.
What porn allows us to do is use
both our bodies and imaginations
for ourselves at the dire expense
of others. And we need to make
sure we at Covenant don’t forget
how important it is to fight our
complacency towards this sin.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Lynae Rockwell lynae.rockwell@covenant.edu.

SPORTS 8

#WhyIStayed
You may have noticed
the hashtags #WhyIStayed
and #WhyILeft trending
on Twitter recently.
What has become a huge
discussion all started with
a leaked elevator security
video.
Several weeks ago on
September 8, a video was
publicly released showing
Ray Rice punching his
then fiancé, now wife, in
an elevator outside an
Atlantic City casino.
As soon as the
video was publicly
released, Roger Goodell,
Commissioner of the
National Football
League, suspended Rice
indefinitely from the
NFL. This sparked a
large controversy, as Rice
had originally only been
suspended for the first two
games of the season.
Since the incident
between him and his
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BY CHLOE CARLSON

wife occurred over seven
months ago on February
15, it seems fairly clear
that there was an attempt
to keep that video from
ever getting to the
public. As SportsCenter
and sports talk radio
spiralled into discussions
of Goodell’s competency,
NFL policies, and potential implications for other
players in the league,
there was an entirely
different conversation
taking place on Twitter.
Some supported Rice
because of statements he
made in a press conference in July, “My job is to
lead my wife… if I am not
being an example, then
my family crumbles.” In
that same press conference Rice admits that his
actions were inexcusable
and that he and his wife
are in counseling.
But the conversation on

Rugby Time
It’s rugby time again
on Lookout Mountain and
the Covenant College
Rugby Club is looking to
rebuild after it graduated
nine starters from last
year’s team. Still a very
young program, the
team persevered to fight
through a tough start
to the season last year.
The club’s determination
paid off, with the team
managing to win multiple
rugby matches in one
season for the first time
in club history, picking
up resounding victories
over Bryan College and
UTC. The Scots have
lost several players,
including scrumhalf, Leo
Barcley, and fullback,
Jon Igo, who will be
tough to replace and
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Twitter did not just focus
on Ray Rice and football.
Many victims of domestic
violence have hidden
their stories away.
When the Rice video
was released, it brought
an opportunity for people
to reconsider their views
on domestic abuse. The
NFL had mentioned
before that they didn’t
want to release the Rice
video for fear of hurting
Rice’s reputation, but they
couldn’t have anticipated
the public’s response to
the video.
It may seem odd that
a only month after the
incident between Rice
and his fiance, the two
were married. Many
people have wondered
if Rice’s wife, Janay,
actually wants to be with
him. At the Rice press
conference, Janay even
said she regretted the role

in the violence that she
played the night of the
incident.
Some people were
appalled at her response,
however, others expressed
via Twitter that they could
relate to Janay’s story. The
Twitter responses show a
number of people affected
by domestic violence
who stayed on in abusive
relationships for a variety
of different reasons ranging from fear to love.
A quick search for the
hashtag #WhyIStayed
reveals incredibly
sorrowful statements
such as “He taught me
that I was worthless.” It
has opened the door for a
wide discussion.
This response from the
public changed Janay’s
story from being a shocking, isolated event to a
chance for an incredibly
ugly, but also critical

issue in American society
to be brought out of the
shadows.
For the Baltimore
Ravens and all of the
NFL, the loss of Rice will
be hard to swallow, not
only on the football field,
but also in terms of its
image. However, some
players are getting in on
the Twitter conversation
as well.
Steve Smith, wide
receiver for the Ravens,
said, “Its not that hard to
get! Keep your hands off
women! God made women
to lean on, not to beat
on.” Maybe what started
out as a discussion of
Rice’s playing time can
help lead to a healthier
discussion of how to help
those who have suffered
domestic violence and
how to help prevent these
tragedies from happening
in the future.

BY ERIC VITOLINS

sorely missed. However,
this year’s team has a
lot of potential and is
evenly divided between
veterans and promising
new talent. The effort
will be led by new club
President, Duane White
and Vice President,
Josiah Hamernick, as
well as co-captains, Peter
Hennigan and Bryce
Stout. Coach Landon
Gray will be returning for
a second season, hoping
to improve and make it to
the Dixie Rugby League
playoffs. To accomplish
this, Covenant will have
to knock off perennial
powers, such as, Sewanee
and Lee University
to make it into one of
the top positions in
the Eastern side of the

conference. Covenant
has never beaten either
of these foes but has
come close on several
occasions. The Scots
hope that this season will
be different and they will
emerge with upset wins
in both matches. The
club had its first friendly
match of the
season this past
saturday against
the University of
North Alabama.
The Scots fell
hard by a score
of 61-21, but
the freshmen
and new players
gained valuable
experience as
they prepare for
division play in
November. The

next match of the season
is October 3rd when
the Scots will travel to
Atlanta to face Georgia
Tech B-side.
Though practice has
been in session for over
three weeks, the Rugby
Club is always looking
for new players and

participation is encouraged. Practice is on the
new intramural fields on
Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 5-6:30pm. If you
are interested you can
show up at practice or
email erik.vitolins@
covenant.edu with further
questions.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Grace Hooper at grace.hooper@covenant.edu.

Covenant
Athletics Schedule
Friday, Sep 26
JV Volleyball
Huntingdon JV
7:00 PM
Lookout Mountain, Ga.
Friday, Sep 26
JV Men’s Soccer
Oglethorpe JV
7:00 PM
Lookout Mountain, Ga.
Friday/Saturday, Sep 26-27
Men's Tennis
at ITA Regionals
at Emory
TBA
Atlanta, Ga.
Friday Sep 26
Women's Soccer
at Mary Baldwin
3:00 PM
Staunton, Va.
Saturday, Sep 27
Women’s Cross Country
Univ. of North Georgia Invitational
8:15 AM
Oakwood, Ga.
Saturday, Sep 27
Men’s Cross Country
Univ. of North Georgia Invitational
9:00 AM
Oakwood, Ga.
Saturday, Sep 27
Women's Volleyball
Huntingdon
10:00 AM
LaGrange
4:00 PM
Lookout Mountain, Ga.
Saturday, Sep. 27
Women's Soccer
at Meredith
4:30 PM
Raleigh, N.C.
Saturday, Sep 27
Men's Soccer
at Birmingham Southern
8:00 PM
Birmingham, Ala.

