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Downtown
revitalization
continues

Faculty
changes for
fall 2014
by Bethany Daniels

by K. Anderson & E. Gienapp
The historic Ross Hotel stands
abandoned in the center of
downtown Chattanooga, on
the corner of Georgia Ave. and
Patten Parkway. The empty
building has been bought, and
plans have been made by River
City Co. to use this building as a
kickstarting force in their revitalization plan for downtown.
The purchase of the Ross Hotel
is the first phase in River City’s
plan to develop Patten Parkway,
making it into a pedestrianfriendly city center space.
"We think we can jump-start
the city center with the Ross
Hotel," said Kim White, president
and CEO of River City Co., to the
Times Free Press.
River City purchased the building with help from the Benwood
Foundation for $1.2 million. They
plan to use the building to offer
more affordable housing downtown, and want the ground floor
to be a space for new businesses.
"You have to have a catalyst
to justify further development,
and we've identified this as an
important building," White said.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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and have the reward of seeing
it in print,” said junior Adrienne
Siegenthaler, who has served as
Cangelosi’s co-editor this year.
Cangelosi has worked hard
to create Thorn into more than
simply a poetry publication this
past academic year. Thorn this
year became a poetry club that
hosted a weekly poetry night
and several poetry events over
the past school year.
“I believe we were pretty successful in getting word out more
than previous years about the
publication and about what we're
trying to do: foster community
around poetry, literature, and art,

The end of a school year always
carries a sense of nostalgia,
but also contains the promise
of change. Looking ahead to
the 2014-2015 school year,
students can look forward to
seeing new faces in the faculty.
Covenant has hired two new
full-time faculty members and
has tenured two current visiting
professors for the upcoming
school year.
Covenant welcomes Assistant Professor of Psychology
Carole Yue from the University
of California, Los Angeles, and
Assistant Professor of Foreign
Language Brianne Kobeck,
who is currently teaching
Spanish in Charlotte, TN.
Additionally, current visiting
music professors David Tahere
and Lok Kim have been hired
on as tenure-track faculty and
will continue serving in the
music department.
“It’s nice to have folks who
want to come here for all the
right reasons, people who are
dedicated to the mission of
Covenant and are also scholars
in their own right. These

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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New edition of Thorn released
by E. Davis & G. Dale
A new and improved edition
of Covenant College’s annual
student literary publication,
Thorn, was released Wednesday
evening and is available for free
around campus.
“We wanted Thorn to have
a completely new look and
feel this year, so we went with
a different kind of paper and
design style, with the help of
Trent Kelly,” said senior Juliet
Cangelosi, Thorn editor and
director. “It's really clean, bold,
fresh, and simplistic. They are
delightful to hold in your hands
and flip through.”

Several months ago, Cangelosi
recruited a team of five poetry
gurus to deliberate on which
student-submitted pieces would
go in Thorn, narrowing over 100
submissions down to about 40
original poems and artwork.
“It was impossible to come up
with criteria for rating poetry,
stories, and art,” said Cangelosi.
“I told my committee to just
ask themselves if the piece was
‘doing something worthwhile’—
that was up to their own
interpretation.”
“I love that Thorn can be an
incentive for people to put work
and creativity into a piece that
would otherwise sit unfinished,

Christina Schuman
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Hannah Brown leaves Covenant
by Hannah McCoy
When Hannah Brown
announced on March 31 that
this semester would be her
last as the Assistant Resident
Director (ARD) of Founders,
the all-hall meeting erupted
with the sound of a few
hundred Founders residents
expressing their surprise, grief,
and support.
“I am sad to see her go.
She has been a dear person
in my life and for the whole
Covenant community,” said
Elisabeth Hooker, one of
Founders’ discipleship coordinators.
Hannah Brown graduated
from Covenant with a degree
in Community Development
before becoming an ARD.
“I was awarded the Wilberforce scholarship and so it
just seemed really clear that
the Lord was opening the
door to come to Covenant,”

Thorn release
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

and get people to wake up to life
once in a while,” said Cangelosi.
The idea of a poetry night
began several years ago as an
informal get-together where
friends could read and discuss
poetry together, but Cangelosi
and Siegenthaler thought creating an organized and consistent
poetry night would encourage

Hannah said. “I knew I loved
three things: I loved people, I
loved languages, and I loved
to travel.”
Hannah lived on Chi Alpha
in Maclellan-Rymer for her
freshman and sophomore
years before becoming a
Resident Assistant (RA) in
Ruhama, a hall in Andreas.
During the fall of Hannah’s
senior year, Emily Ford, the
associate dean of students at
the time, suggested Hannah
look into applying for the
open ARD position in Founders.
“I took that recommendation very seriously,” Hannah
said. “I knew that I wanted to
work in relational ministry.”
Hannah applied for resident
life both with Covenant and
with a gap year program,
Impact 360, but ultimately
chose Covenant.
At the beginning of her two
years in Founders, Hannah

found that one of the hardest
things was learning to live
alone.
“I felt pretty lonely at
times, which kind of seems
silly because I was in a dorm
surrounded by people all the
time. But I felt kind of groupless,” she said.
Hannah grew to enjoy
having her own space, but life
as an ARD is never a picnic.
“It’s really difficult to know
what’s best for a relationship,” she said, referring to
student counseling. “Is it best
for me to sit here in silence
and let you grieve, or is it
appropriate for me to speak
hard truths about your life, an
ugly part of your heart that
maybe you don’t want to look
at right now?”
“If I’ve learned one thing
from working in Residence
Life, it’s that I can’t change
hearts. God changes hearts,”
Hannah said. “I’ve learned the

power of prayer, praying that
God would work in peoples’
hearts and also that he would
be working in my heart at the
same time.”
ARDs rarely stay on for more
than two years, and since
Hannah knew she didn’t want
to become an Resident Director, she decided it was time to
pursue other interests. So, in
January, Hannah filled out her
profile for an au pair service,
a job she had thought about
during her senior year.
Hannah got the job with
a family in Paris, France, so
Hannah will fly to Paris on
Aug. 10.
“It was kind of a dream that
I’d let go of. So it was really
surprising that it had worked
its way back into my dreams,”
she said.
One of the main reasons
Hannah wants to go to France
is to learn French.
“My long term objective is

to work with French speaking
refugees here in the States or
even go to Haiti or Western
Africa. I see myself going to
France for a year, then coming back and going to grad
school for two years. I want
to get my master’s in public
health—I’d love to be a health
educator in French, and work
with a non-profit or an NGO
after that.”
As Founders is likely to lose
its Resident Director, Kevin
McAlvey, this semester as
well, interviews for the new
ARD have yet to get underway.
Hannah Brown had a few
last words to share with the
Founders community.
“Goodbye, dear Founders,”
she said. “I have absolutely
cherished the two years
that I’ve spent here and just
really appreciate the way
that I’ve been received and
welcomed.”

more students to pursue an
interest in literature.
“There's a lot of literary talent
and interest at Covenant, and
we wanted to provide a time
and place for people to share
ideas and just meet together,”
said junior Siegenthaler.
Thorn also hosted several
guest poets on Covenant’s
campus this year, including The
Remnant, a hip-hop group from
Atlanta, and spoken-word artist

Levi the Poet.
Siegenthaler will be taking
over as editor of Thorn next
year, which is something she has
been preparing for this entire
school year.
“When Juliet accepted the
editor position, she asked me
if I was interested in spending
this year learning and helping
her in hopes of me taking over
the publication my senior year,
so I've been involved since day

one,” said Siegenthaler.
Siegenthaler hopes to
continue Cangelosi’s efforts
to inspire a love for poetry
on campus and to encourage
students to share their work.
“Poetry night will be continuing, as well as a couple Thornsponsored events. My main
focus, however, will be a quality
publication,” she said. “I want
the Thorn to be anticipated,
enjoyed, and shared. For that

to happen, we need quality
submissions! We need writers
who are dedicated to their work
and brave enough to share it. I
saw a lot of that this year, and I
can't wait to see it again.”
Any students interested in
joining next year’s Thorn leadership or the submissions evaluation panel can email Adrienne
Siegenthaler at covenantthorn@
gmail.com.

Faculty Quote of the Week
"If you haven't had an animal pee on you, you haven't lived"
- Professor Corbett in Global Trends
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The Verdict

Yes... to
adventures
No... to chasing
tornados
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Faculty changes
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professors all love teaching
and have proven that they are
effective in the classroom,”
said Vice President for Academic Affairs Jeff Hall.
Yue will receive her doctorate in Cognitive Psychology
from UCLA in June, where she
also earned a Master of Arts
in Psychology. Her research
focus is on metacognition and
educational applications of
cognitive psychology. She will
be replacing Associate Professor of Psychology Michael
Rulon, who is retiring but also
planning to continue teaching
one or two courses.
Kobeck was most recently
invited to join the Covenant
faculty. After receiving her
Master of Arts in Spanish
and Applied Linguistics from
the University of Alabama,
Tuscaloosa, Kobeck completed
a doctorate of Philosophy in
Spanish and Applied Linguistics. She currently teaches
Spanish I and II at Creek Wood
High School in Charlotte, TN.
Both newly-hired faculty

Downtown CHA
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

River City’s plans extend
beyond the purchase of the Ross
Hotel. They want downtown
Chattanooga to have an urban
design that encourages people
to gather, and is a space that can
host festivals and bring additional
business to local storefronts.
Allen Davis, co-founder of
Access America and director at
Lamp Post Group, told the Times
Free Press, that Chattanooga
needs more entertainment,
bars, restaurants, and housing
downtown.
The plan to offer more
workforce housing downtown is
considered a foundational step by
many local city planners who are
supporting River City’s vision for
downtown.
The announcement of River
City’s purchase of the Ross Hotel
arrives on the heels of the sale

NEWS 3

spent two full days at
Covenant meeting with
administration, faculty, board
members and students.
“When a candidate visits
campus, it is similar to when
prospective students visit;
once they come, the recruiting
becomes easier,” said Hall.
Tahere joined the Covenant
community in 2012 as Visiting
Music Instructor. He received
a Master of Music in Voice
Performance from Temple
University in Philadelphia, PA.
“I am quite excited to join
the Covenant’s music department in a more permanent
manner! There is so much
musical potential and opportunity here and I look forward
to involving more of the
community in the musical life
of Covenant,” said Tahere.
Kim has been at Covenant
as a Visiting Instructor since
2009 when he began as Director of the Chamber Orchestra.
He received a Master of Music
in Orchestral Conducting from
the University of Tennessee
at Chattanooga and served
as a conductor for the Opera
Theater at Anyang University

and UNI Philharmonic
Orchestra in Seoul, South
Korea.
"I have worked for
five years at Covenant
and I am so thrilled that
I have been hired as
tenure-track faculty. It is
my honor to be a part of
Covenant College with
its great faculty, staff,
and students...I hope not
only Chamber Orchestra
but every other ensemble
and every student in the
music department would
be instruments to glorify
God and his Kingdom,"
said Kim.
“Kim is by far the most
patient professor I have
ever met. He has a strong
desire for his students
to improve their musical
abilities. It’s awesome to
see Covenant acknowledging him as the strong
asset to the faculty that
his is,” said senior Ben Kinnebrew.
As an educational institution grounded with its focus
on Christ’s preeminence,
Covenant continues to attract

excellent and caring faculty.
“I have a sense of momentum [for Covenant], that this
is an attractive place for the
right kind of people to come
to work,” said Hall.

of the Tubman complex, by the
Chattanooga Housing Authority
(CHA).
This complex was one of Chattanooga’s largest public housing
complexes and was sold to the
city of Chattanooga, which plans
to transform the rows of empty
brick apartments into an industrial space that will offer jobs to
those living in the neighborhood.
Officials at CHA say that
College Hill Courts and East Lake
Courts will be the next public
housing sites to be sold.
These are the two largest public
housing complexes in Chattanooga, and many fear what this
plan will mean for the 900 people
that live in these two complexes.
In the past ten years, more than
600 public housing units have
been destroyed or sold.
CHA’s focus on public housing
has followed the national trend,
moving towards private housing
vouchers. CHA is putting more

than $20 million a year into
the community through these
vouchers.
The problem in Chattanooga is
not a lack of funding to finance
this shift, but in the willingness
of landlords to accept the
government-issued vouchers.
The Times Free Press reported
that there are about 85 to 100
people currently unable to find
housing with their vouchers. This
problem is only going to increase,
as more than 1,000 people are on
the waiting list to receive vouchers. CHA is scheduled to give out
250 more vouchers in early May
and this will increase the number
of people in Chattanooga looking
for affordable housing, or any
form of housing at all.
These issues have been growing in the downtown area for
several years, and Chattanooga
is faced with a growing housing
epidemic within the city limits.
In fact, in May of 2013, more

than 200 residents of the shelter
home at Patten Towers were
displaced after a fire forced the
evacuation and subsequent
inspection of the building.
Most of the residents, who are
either elderly, disabled, or lowerincome, had to rely on volunteer
aid from the American Red Cross
or the Salvation Army for living
assistance while displaced.
Housing will likely continue to
be an issue for the city as it seeks
to build long-term solutions for
its citizens.
After the Patten Tower crisis,
Mayor Andy Berke’s communications director, Lacie Stone, said,
"These are our citizens, and we
want to make sure they're taken
care of with dignity, urgency and
respect."
The ever-present question for
downtown residents however,
is what form that “care” will
take in coming years as Patten
Parkway is developed.

Covenant College
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Flannery O’Connor’s Prayer Journal
by Wilson Ricketts
“I would like to write a beautiful
prayer,” writes the 20-year-old
Flannery O’Connor in one of
the first entries in her prayer
journal. The poetic and meditative prayers contained in the
pages that follow confirm that
the young writer’s request was
granted. Discovered among a
number of O’Connor’s personal
effects in Georgia and just published last year, A Prayer Journal
gives an intimate glimpse into
the soul of one of America’s
greatest writers.
O’Connor began writing her
prayers down in a small ruled
notebook in January of 1946 while
attending writing workshops in
Iowa City. She made regular entries
for the next year and a half until

deciding to bring the journal to
a close in September of 1947.
O’Connor was not bashful in her
prayers, and repeatedly asked her
Lord to bless her artistic endeavors.
“Please help me dear God,”
she implored, “to be a good
writer and to get something else
accepted.” But such bold requests
were accompanied by humble
acknowledgements of total creative
dependence: “If I ever do get to be
a fine writer, it will not be because
I am a fine writer but because God
has given me credit for a few of the
things He kindly wrote for me.”
However, the journal is much
more than a catalogue of
O’Connor’s hopes for her fiction;
it is sprinkled with her thoughts
on Kafka, Proust, and Freud, and
reveals her struggle as a young
Christian to hold onto faith in the

desacralized modern world. “I
dread, Oh Lord, losing my faith. My
mind is not strong… I am afraid
of insidious hands Oh Lord which
grope into the darkness of my soul.
Please be my guard against them.”
One of the themes permeating
O’Connor’s writing is the mysterious and violent eruption of grace
into a bleak and hopeless landscape; journal entries such as these
reveal that this fascination was no
abstract intellectual preoccupation
but rather something that she
believed was desperately necessary.
In a number of other passages,
O’Connor meditates on suffering.
“The intellectual and artistic
delights God gives us are visions
& like visions we pay for them…
Looking back I have suffered, not
my share, but enough to call it that
but there’s a terrific balance due.

Dear God please send me Your
Grace.”
These entries anticipate
O’Connor’s exploration of the
inevitability of suffering; many of
her characters experience seemingly pointless brutality or suffer
painful deaths. These passages are
also strangely prophetic: in 1951
O’Connor was diagnosed with
the autoimmune disease lupus,
which she suffered from for the
next fourteen years until finally
succumbing to the disease at the
age of 39.
When I heard that O’Connor’s
prayer journal had been published
I was initially uncomfortable with
the idea of reading someone
else’s intimate addresses to God
– it seemed inappropriate, almost
voyeuristic. But it appears that
O’Connor meant for the journal to

be shared, for she excised several
portions that she did not wish read.
The prayers are deeply personal but
not private, and invite readers into
the deep love O’Connor had for
her “Dear God.”
For those unfamiliar with her
writing, the brutality of O’Connor’s
fiction can be more than a bit
off-putting. But in a paradox that
is typical of her work, A Prayer
Journal reveals that the dark worlds
of O’Connor’s fiction and the
grotesque characters with which
she populated them were born out
of an exuberant love. O’Connor’s
works are invaluable, for they teach
us that even in the midst of chaos
and death God’s glory flashes forth,
surprising as the brilliant plumage
of a dazzling peacock.

Art majors present part III of SIPs
by Liz Simakoff
All good things must come to an
end, and so too must our final
round of SIPs. After breathtaking
water colors, crazy photographs,
and clear resin blocks, you may
well be wondering how this
month could possibly get any
better for the Kresge art gallery?
The answer is, of course, with
tents and selfies!
Grant Thomas is literally
yelling (and possibly swearing)
somewhere after hearing me just
call his work a “selfie.” However,
I don’t feel as negatively toward
the term as he does and so I
joyously present to you the Grant
Thomas selfie SIP. All joking aside,
Thomas has put together a series
of movie posters which give a
preview into his life story. Using
the power of photography and
design, Thomas is systematically
presenting viewers with an obviously glamorized version of his
life. He uses this idea, not to hide

behind his self perception, for his
subject-ness is beside the point,
but rather he presents viewers
with a mirror to understand how
we read the world. While we
typically think of movie posters
as commercial art, Thomas is
elevating this to a higher form of
art – the self-portrait.
While Thomas is using posters
to question self-perception, Josh
McCord is using his designs to
create a “theoretical” network
which attempts to fill what he
sees as current gaps in our social
media. His work is an attempt
to merge between business and
art, to communicate in a visually
appealing way.
Hannah Hill brings us back to
the idea of self-construction with
an even greater emphasis on how
she understands herself–through
the identity of her mother. Hill
presents viewers with a glimpse
of who she is through the
portrayal of not only herself,
but through her portrait of her

mother, and attempts to begin a
conversation on femininity.
What these themes share is
the notion that this world is
not what it appears. There is a
preformative aspect to the self
portrait as it is literally an identity
that is self-created. This is true of
all of our work, but even more
so of our physical bodies because
they are our tool for interacting
with the world, our first way of
encountering and making sense
of our existence. As we present
our physical bodies to others we
are often guarded, yet we create
images which attempt to appear
unguarded. We attempt to feed
others a perception of ourselves,
creations, families by portraying
not what we feel or assume of
their inherent identities, but by
projecting an otherness in these
familiar ideas. In doing so, we
give others a way to read our
bodies, brands, mothers on our
terms–we provide the language
for them to speak.

This leads me to Annie McElrath’s work, which is a pretend
home she has created. McElrath
is translating her personal
experience into an installation.
Her assisted, readymade tent
provides a place for viewers to
step into the placelessness she
has experienced, both in her time
at Covenant and throughout
her life, as she has moved and
found new places to call home.
Her work attempts to provide a
new way for self-understanding
where viewers are invited to
literally crawl into the space she
has created and get comfortable.
Her tent serves as a surrogate for
the idyllic home, maybe in the
past but more likely just on the
horizon. A place where exploring
is through and we are free to
relax in our discovery, to settle on
an idea and play for a while.
Within a grander context,
these works invite viewers to
blur the lines between what is
traditionally read as “art.” We

are surrounded by posters that
we seldom consider “art,” but
as objective communicators. Yet
these serve to propagate a place
or event, providing viewers with a
constructed notion of what is to
come and what they have to look
forward to next. McElrath's tent
has not been forged by her own
hands, rather she has manipulated an existing object in order
to get at the reality in which we
all exist. This un-traditional format
provides a platform for viewers
to step outside of themselves and
experience a world which projects
onto the future, a place infinitely
more fixed than we ever thought
possible.
In addition to these talented
seniors, the show will also feature
the work of Mindy Vasser. These
works will be on display beginning Wed., April 30.

Volume 60.24

THE BAGPIPE

Noah Review
by Garrett Sisson
Confession: I’m a fan of Darren
Aronofsky. Sure, he makes gory,
provocative psycho-thrillers, but
I consider him a talented artist.
Naturally, when I heard that
he was making a Biblical epic
featuring Noah (a year ago),
I decided that no matter how
controversial it ended up being, I
would rush to see it.
Right now, both Christian
and secular critical communities
are sharply divided over the
merits of Noah, and for good
reasons. The least of these are
the film’s biblical inaccuracies,
which start 20 seconds into the
film. The movie takes place in
a post-apocalyptic-esque world
of magic and rusted technology,
where Noah and his family are
survivalist shaman warriors on
the run from a tribe of ancient
family enemies—the descendants of Cain. It is up to each
Christian’s discretion whether
he or she should see this movie.
However, it should be said that
the storytelling is so imaginative
that one should not watch it

through the lens of the Genesis
stories. While the film is full of
Biblical themes, including fallen
angels, birthrights, grace, and
sin nature, they are only inspiration points for the movie’s
own independent and greatly
developed mythos.
The movie comes to life in a
flock of heresy: Noah visits his
ailing grandfather, Methuselah,
a Rafiki-type figure played by
Anthony Hopkins who later sets
an advancing army on fire with
his magical powers; Noah sees
a monstrous ocean floor full
of skulls through psychadelic
vision; his family plants a seed
that grows into a great forest
with enough wood to start
construction, and eight armed
molten rock giants help Noah
build the ark. These moments,
honestly, are flat-out cool
despite themselves. Creative
and lush, Aronofsky’s directorial
talent still mesmerizes in these
sequences.
Unfortunately, there is so
much unnecessary exposition
in this movie that after a while,
you realize you’re halfway done

and you haven’t gone anywhere. The more clunky writing
it piles on to make its own
themes consistent, the more the
whole premise falls apart. You
don’t really understand how
any of this world works. You
don’t know why you should
care about the villain, because
he is so underdeveloped. Is
God (referred to here as “the
creator”) the villain? Is there a
God at all? Then, Ham starts
dating his adopted sister, inconveniently struck barren, and the
focus shifts to how the humans
will repopulate after the flood.
It’s an interesting speculative
question, but just another
distraction while we wait for the
rain to come down. Characters
begin acting irrationally for the
sake of the plot, and even the
movie’s own magic becomes
unbelievable and ridiculous.
After the flood begins, the
focus shifts again, this time
to Noah’s internal emotional
suffering. He takes the Godmantle on himself and declares
that true judgment requires all
humans to die equally for their
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sins. He plots to kill his adopted
daughter’s newborn baby and
devolves into a drunken, maniacal, and existentialist mess. The
movie’s great theme (besides
What does any of this have
to do with the Bible?) is fully
realized: Does mankind deserve
grace, or should God give up?
The audience waits in anticipation for the creator to intervene
and show himself.
After Noah is thoroughly
considered, it is concluded
that he is a man of good and
bad qualities, and he is then
given a choice that impacts the
rest of humanity. His choice is
given more importance than
any will of the gods, because it
is likened to the faith choices
of every human being. For
better or worse, in Noah’s
world, people never actually
need to depend on God to do
miracles. The movie promotes a
good message of stewardship,
and understands our capacity
for evil. Ultimately though,
I’d argue that part of Noah’s
(and the audience’s) choice is
whether or not there was a

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.

creator involved in the flood at
all. There may be good common
grace insights here, but I can
make no further conclusions
about this movie’s maze of sloppily executed and contradictory
thesis statements. I’m sure if I
watched it again, I might better
understand exactly what the
director was trying to say.
Unfortunately, I will probably
never make it to a second viewing. It’s certainly not the best
film of Darren Aronofsky or any
of the actors involved. It tries
to meet a middle ground and
instead is neither a great biblical
epic nor a great suspense
thriller. That is a shame, because
when considering the movie’s
redemptive moments, it had
a lot of potential. The movie
was entertaining, and for that,
I personally weigh its merits
higher than its flaws. However, I
have a hard time recommending
it to others. One should not
avoid this movie because it
is blasphemous. Instead, one
should avoid it because it is not
particularly good.
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Good vs. best: Marijuana reexamined
by Aaron Thaete
As the law governing marijuana
use in our nation has come
under more scrutiny in recent
months, individuals have had
to question what they believe
about the subject in order to
live with integrity. As Christians,
we are called to obey our civil
authorities, but as I stated in my
previous article on marijuana
use, it is difficult to respect a law
that so adamantly opposes the
best interest of those it claims to
serve. Although I will not discuss
the political effects of the law in
this article, I would urge you to
do your own thorough research
into the subject if you are unclear
on it. In short, institutions are
profiting from the law at the
expense of our society, and for
this reason the system of propaganda can be labeled unjust.
Cannabis has had a revolutionary impact on the way I view
myself, my world, and my God.
It has allowed me to understand

and appreciate people in ways
that I did not before, and to
reconnect with old friends in a
place of great fellowship. For a
long time I was stuck in knowing that even though technically
it wasn’t right to smoke, there
was no way I could call this
action “bad” when it yielded
so much genuine goodness to
myself and others.
God worked to convict me,
though, by reminding me that
“good" isn't ultimately what
we’re after. Our standard is
perfection, which doesn’t
align with breaking the law.
Therefore, the only reason I can
cling to for not smoking during
prohibition is Heaven, because
even though it is a good thing,
it is not a best thing.
While I recognize that at the
current time smoking pot is
wrong, I do truly believe in full
faith that marijuana was created
by our Lord for the purpose of
bringing his people closer to
himself. Opening ourselves to

God and allowing his gifts to be
used to draw us closer to him is
a necessary component of living
in full adherence to his design.
God has spoken to me
through marijuana in ways
that reflect immense glory. His
realities are far greater than
what we filter through our
cautious theology. He is alive
and he loves us, and sent His
eternal, perfect son to suffer
and die so that we may join
with him as eternal and perfect
beings as well. Each layer in the
painting of his creation brings
us closer to seeing the fullness
he has intended for us, and no
piece of that creation should
be disregarded without proper
respect for what the Creator has
designed.
And this is not just a message
to my fellow students. Indeed,
one of my foremost dreams
is to enjoy the wisdom of my
professors while we benefit
from the heightened perception
of a high. Of course the humor

inherent in this situation is great,
and if you are not angered too
much by my words thus far
you are probably quite amused
by this image, because it is so
outside what we have come
to accept as appropriate that it
will likely never occur. But truly,
with honest judgment I say to
you, this would a most valuable
experience. The subtleties of life
that are brought to attention
during a high amplify our physical senses as well as our abstract
reasoning, and thus pieces of
philosophy and even theology
are made more vibrant than we
had encountered before. Given
the foundation of faith and
wisdom of our professors I can
only imagine that the unveiling
of these deeper epiphanies as
aided by the cannabis flower
would be especially noteworthy.
(It should be noted here
that true exploration of these
“deeper epiphanies” does not
occur all at once during a high,
or even every time, but rather

the more one becomes comfortable navigating their own high
intellect, the more it serves to
bless them).
I could offer an equally
compelling caution against the
drug, especially to warn against
the loss of an effective personal
calling, but that would warrant
another article entirely. Anything
can be addicting if it is being
used to fill a void, and marijuana
can certainly draw one into psychological abuse if it becomes
a replacement for other healthy
behaviors. Cautions should be
made before one jumps into any
activity, but even so, it would
be foolish for the church to
condemn weed altogether when
there may be a higher calling
of stewardship to pursue after
legality. I pray that as a church
we would embrace blessing
where it has been given, ceasing
to reject the natural revelation
of God’s design lest we live in
deficit of its magnitude.

their excellent communication
skills, could easily fill these
service positions. However, he
is concerned that many liberal
arts students don’t have enough
exposure to the kind of software
his customers would be using.
With a bit more technological
background, liberal arts students
would match the job description
perfectly.
This realization brought me
back to Dr. Hunt’s chapel talk.
There are schools comparable to
Covenant that include computer
classes in their core curriculum.
These classes go beyond simply
learning Excel and PowerPoint.
They are designed to develop
students’ minds so they can
handle broad, upcoming trends
in technology; such as database
management, problem solving,
and digital humanities. Having
these skills would make a

student attractive for a variety of
jobs, and would prepare them
to adapt more quickly to the
ever-changing technical field.
Technology is arguably the
biggest game changer in the
world today. Should our efforts
in holistic education not inform
us about the greatest trends,
needs, and issues that our
society faces? Furthermore,
technology is a powerful tool
that should not be neglected.
It can save companies time
and money through increased
efficiency, allow nonprofits to
understand more thoroughly
the needs of the people they
are serving, and reach people in
the most remote (or censored)
places with the Gospel. As
some of the most richly blessed
people in the world, we must
steward our opportunities well
by meeting the world and the

church where their deep needs
are. Learning for learning’s sake
is a wonderful thing, but I would
argue that it is fairly useless if
we are not able to use what we
learn to serve others.
Regardless of your skills, interests, and comfort level, I would
encourage you to start getting
your feet wet in technology. If
you have any interest in programming, take a class! After
taking my first course as a junior
knowing nothing about the
field, programming has become
a new love for me and has
proven useful multiple times.
If you are more artistic, go for
the graphics art program that
Covenant is planning to incorporate into its curriculum next
year. If you have verbal skills,
look into business and technical
writing. Employers are seeking
people who know not just

how to write, but have the gift
of explaining. I interned for a
company last summer that hired
an English and French major to
write help documentation for its
web app in multiple languages.
Her written and language
skills combined with technical
experience were invaluable.
Finally, as a generation reared
on Facebook, never discount
any part of your background.
Many companies hire employees
simply to manage their social
media accounts!
Not all of us are called to
be software developers. Study
something that you enjoy, but
find creative ways to incorporate
technology into your field of
study. In light of stewardship,
we cannot afford to neglect
one of the most powerful tools
God has given us to impact our
society today.

The labor shortage I didn't know about
by Emily Davis
“There’s a labor shortage?”
Considering the tough job
market that many college
graduates are facing, this was
my first thought when one
employer mentioned to me a
labor shortage in trying to hire
workers for his newest software
development project. Dr. John
Hunt discussed this labor shortage in his chapel presentation
last semester on technology.
Companies, nonprofits, and
ministries are in desperate need
of people who can code.
Programmers are not necessarily the only hot commodities.
The employer that I spoke
with also said that he wants to
hire help center workers who
can answer the questions of
customers using his software.
Liberal arts students, with
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Survival of the wisest
by Kristie Jaya
In “The Snows of Kilimanjaro”
by Ernest Hemingway, a writer
named Harry and his wife Helen
are on a safari in Africa when
their truck breaks down. Harry,
who developed gangrene from a
scratch on his leg, doesn’t think
a plane will be able to rescue
him in time for him to live. As
he waits, he thinks about his
life and eventually comes to
the conclusion that he always
procrastinated in life and never
realized his full potential.
This story reminded me
of something my dad said a
couple of weeks ago. In talking
to him about college life and
my tendency to look forward
to the end of classes and work,
my dad remarked that my
attitude indicated a sense of
survival. I was waiting for time
to pass by. While I don’t want
to compare a man infected
with gangrene waiting on his
death to my daily struggles
in college, there are some
parallels between his story and
mine. Harry lived most of his
life to pass the time quickly
and mine is not much differ-

ent. I often endure college life
– all the classes to attend, the
essays to write and the work
study hours to complete – by
counting the hours until I can
pack my bags and go.
I prefer weeks when adrenaline runs high because the
amount of work is insane but
the end is near (i.e., this time
of the year). Because of that,
four weeks ago was unbearably monotonous for me. If
anything, I was struggling
to joyfully do work. It was
the middle of the semester,
when the excitement of the
first weeks is gone and the
end is not quite yet in sight.
I was bored of my routine,
which included the hours I
had to complete as a theater
department work-study. Honk!
the musical was coming, and
while painting foam fishes and
washing brushes is not bad, I
couldn’t think of anything else
but waiting for the clock to
tick faster so I could clock out.
This attitude was present in the
hours I spent in class as well.
While I truly love the classes
I’m taking this semester (how
can I not love the fact that I

have to watch musicals and
read plays for homework?), I
continue to wait for time to
pass by, to look forward to the
next thing.
Noticing my natural tendency
to “make the time pass,” I
tried to pray about it. There
are times when it’s necessary
to just faithfully endure something and wait for time to pass,
but if all I do in college is wait
for the day to end, I’m wasting
the opportunity God is giving
me to be present at Covenant.
However, it’s difficult to change
the way I feel. Furthermore,
I was working backstage for
Honk! that week, which was
hardly the most exciting thing
at first. The only incentive I
could think of were the extra
work study hours so that I
could finish my 138 hours of
work faster for the semester.
I quickly came to the conclusion that God was teaching
me everyday contentment. In
chapel that week, Anthony
Carter talked about the
“School of Grace,” and he
quoted 2 Corinthians 9, which
says, “But he said to me, “My
grace is sufficient for you, for
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my power is made perfect
in weakness. Therefore I will
boast all the more gladly of
my weaknesses, so that the
power of Christ may rest
upon me.” For some reasons,
backstage work was especially
overwhelming for me, but it
was reassuring that week to
remember that His grace is
sufficient for me.
It turns out, however, that
God was also teaching me
something else. I was ready
with my black attire to work
again on the show on Friday,
but suddenly I was told that it
was my night off and I could
watch the show. That night,
sitting strategically in the
middle area of Sanderson 215,
I was immersed into the story
as the musical unfolded with
all its catchy tunes, colorful
costumes, and funny acts. It
was a delightful show from the
start, and as I laughed at the
comicality of the show, all the
hours spent organizing paintbrushes and painting duckling
eggs made sense. I know how
hard everyone worked for
the show, and hearing the
audience’s laughter, I could

feel Christ’s pre-eminence
in the theater. Being able to
be a small part of the show
became a privilege rather than
a burden. Suddenly, I also
understood the bigger picture.
Maybe someday the Kingdom
of God will be like this?
Someday we’re going to be
so awestruck by the immense
glory of Christ and His works
that we’ll realize that all the
hard work and sufferings are a
privilege.
With two weeks of school
to go and three months of
summer vacation in sight, it’s
the time of the year when
everyone is writing essays
and looks sleep-deprived. As
the end is in sight, let’s value
the time we have left in this
semester rather than wait for
the days to quickly pass us by.
And even though those essays
we write may never be read by
anyone other than our faithful
professors, or even though all
details we commit to memory
for the sake of finals might
not even matter next year, let’s
remember that it’s worth doing
in the light of God’s Kingdom.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Lynae Rockwell lynae.rockwell@covenant.edu.
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Scots baseball and softball seasons wrap up
by Chandler Shepherd
Although the weather has been
a bit bipolar, the Scots baseball
and softball teams are wrapping
exciting seasons in their first
year of competing as members
of the USA South Conference.
Scots baseball lead the
conference in doubles (78) and
batting average (.311).
A number of individual
players have also done well
this season. David Lockwood,
a senior outfielder, leads the
league with 37 RBIs. Scott
Gillespie, a sophomore, has
one of the top five batting
averages in the conference
(.371). Sophomore infielder
Will Cleland is among the
top five in the conference
with fifteen stolen bases.
Sophomore pitcher Garrett

Kriston has also been successful
with 64 strikeouts, ranking
the right hander at third in the
conference.
On April 25, the Scots
(21-12) were able to pull out a
three-game sweep over Averett
(14-20 overall), which was
needed to claim the number
one spot as conference play
ended and to continue postseason play in Division III.
To add to the excitement of
the day, the baseball program
recognized its four seniors,
Chris Rolling, Carter Finch,
David Lockwood, and Paul
Phillips, in between games
for their efforts over their
carriers in assisting the winning
program.
The Scots are prepared to
maintain their number one
ranking in conference play. The

NCAA Division III tournament
selection will take place May
11. Regionals will take place
May 14-18 and finals will
follow May 23-27.
The Lady Scots varsity
and junior varsity (JV) teams
enjoyed an evening game
against the alumni on April
23. The current players beat
the alumni nine to three. The
game was an excellent way
to connect current players to
players from previous years,
furthering friendships and
building new relationships.
JV outfielder Sarah Withers
said, “It was great to see
alumni and feel like I was part
of a softball program that is
bigger than just my team.”
JV head coach and former
player Christine Core Engbers
enjoyed the game as well.

“The alumni game was such
a great opportunity to see all
the different types of Covenant
softball players. We are all
in different areas of life, but
remain connected because of
softball! Coach Russell has
done a great job organizing the
alumni game for the past few
years, and the competitiveness
and overall fun of the game is
so refreshing. I can’t wait to
see the group of alumni grow
to make the games even more
exciting,” she said.
Although the Lady Scots’
softball team will not play in
the postseason tournament,
the team plans to travel to
Vancouver Island, British
Columbia in May for a team
missions trip. The Lady Scots
plan to work with local
churches, assisting with

services, hosting softball clinics,
and spending time in the
community.
The need for Christ in
Canada is huge, and the team
is hopeful to share Christ with
many people as they share His
love through softball.
Freshman Kaitlyn Sirmons is
looking forward to the trip.
“I really enjoyed my first
season on the covenant softball
team and I am so excited to
be traveling to Canada with
my teammates/friends for the
opportunity to show people
God's love!” she said.
Sophomore Kendall Whann
said, “I'm really excited
because I've never been out
of the country before and to
do so with some of my closest
friends and to volunteer with
them is awesome.”

Scots Spotlight: Chris Rollins
by Chandler Shepherd
Name: Chris Rollins
Year: Senior
Hometown: Hixson, TN
Sport: Baseball
Position: Centerfield/Pitcher
Major: IDS
How long have you played
baseball?
I have been playing baseball
since I was old enough to swing
a bat.
What/who got you to start
playing baseball?
My granddad Jim Ward was a
D1 coach at Stetson and Eastern
Kentucky University. He along
with my four older brothers
inspired me to play.
What’s your favorite tradition of the Scots’ baseball
team?
Winning.

What do you do to get
pumped up for games?
I like getting hype before games
so I usually listening to some
pump up tunes and drink a
Monster energy drink.
What’s your favorite Bible
verse and why?
Isaiah 41:10 because it reminds
me that God is in complete
control and is with us at all
times.
What is something about
you that most people don’t
know?
I have seven brothers and one
sister.

What is the most exciting
thing you've ever done?
Cliff jumping or being an extra
in the movie "The Internship."
What's your favorite Covenant
College event?
80's skate night
Offense or Defense?
Offense for sure.
Favorite song?
“I'm Shipping Up To Boston”
by Dropkick Murphys.

Who do you look up to most
and why?
I have looked up to both of my
grandfathers. Walter Rollins
fought in WWII and received a
purple heart on Iwo Jima, and
Jim Ward Coached D1 baseball.
Both have been great Christian
leaders that I have looked up to.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Grace Hooper at grace.hooper@covenant.edu.
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