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Hang
gliding club
disbanded
by I. Dovan & A. Hammon

of Faith Seminary (now called
Covenant Seminary), speaking
of the first few years of Covenant’s existence. “They were the
ones that started Covenant. He
(Allen) was instrumental there as
one of a very small number of
students willing to take the risk
of attending an incredibly small
school.”
Collyn continued, “I think
his real contribution was that it
was really a mission for him to
be in advancement. He saw it
as a privilege for people to be
able to give to the college. He
was absolutely devoted to the
college and welfare of the stu-

After 16 months of deliberation,
the decision to add a hang
gliding club at Covenant was
officially denied last week.
“After talking with one of
the attorneys affiliated with the
college, and based on the very
strong recommendation of our
insurance broker, it became
extremely clear that we should
turn down the club charter,”
said Vice President for Student
Development and Dean of
Students Brad Voyles.
In Fall 2013, Student Senate
approved the new club application form for a hang gliding
club under the policy of a trial
semester without funding,
because over 200 students
expressed interest in the club.
At this time, the hang gliding
club collected a group of 15
students to fly off Lookout
Mountain Flight Park’s bunny
slopes in Trenton at a discounted
rate but with no subsidised
funding.
“It was such a cool combination of being in control and
letting go that makes it even
better,” said hang gliding club

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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by Stephen McKerihan
Last Friday after chapel, Dan
Wykoff, a 2001 graduate and
now Vice President of Business
& Finance and Chief Financial
Officer of Covenant College
gave a presentation on how
tuition costs were determined
and in what ways the schools
money was spent. This topic
peaked many people’s interests,
due to the recent announcement that Covenant’s tuition will
be raised next year by 3.5%,
bringing the total price tag for
tuition, a two-man room, and
board up about $1,360.
“[As a Christian school], we
educate Christians to engage
culture and cultures, to examine
and unfold creation, and to
pursue biblical justice and mercy
in community,” said Wykoff in
his presentation. “To educate
Christians, we have to spend
money, and to spend money we
have to collect money.”
In order to give on-campus
students the best possible college experience, everything from
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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E. Allen Duble, 1934-2014
by Garrison Dale
E. Allen Duble’s full life of
quiet service came to an end
on March 31, 2014. He was
many things to many people
throughout his 78 years of life,
including the first vice president
of development for Covenant
College, a founding member of
Rock Creek Fellowship, an elder
in the Presbyterian Church for
over 50 years, a husband to his
wife Sharon Duble for 40 years,
a father and grandfather to
many, a fisherman, and a reciter
of “Twas the Night Before
Christmas.”
Allen was born in Camden, NJ

in 1934. He was voted “Class
Clown” by his high school class
in 1954, but he was not joking
about his senior quote, which
read, “to faithfully serve Jesus
Christ throughout my life.”
After his graduation, he
attended Highland College
in Pasadena, CA, a fledgling
Christian institution of the Bible
Presbyterian Church founded
in 1955, which later changed
its name to Covenant College,
moved to St. Louis, and moved
again to Lookout Mountain.
“Students were brave to
go there at all,” said Collyn
Schmidt, a long time Covenant
employee and early graduate
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World Vision policy changes
by Lizzie Goddard
In late March, World Vision,
one of the largest Christian
humanitarian organizations in
the world, both announced a
change in their policy concerning gay marriage and reversed
it due to pushback from the
evangelical community.
On March 24, World Vision
declared that while all employees
must still adhere to a standard of
abstinence outside of marriage,
marriage would no longer be
defined as between one man
and one woman and legally
married gay couples would not
be prohibited from working with
the organization.
Richard Stearns, president of
World Vision told Christianity
Today, “[The policy change]
allows us to treat all of our
employees the same way:

Tuition increases 3.5%
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

tuition to housing to food needs
to be paid for. As those costs
rise due to inflation and cost of
living increases, tuition needs to
be adjusted to help account for
the difference.
“If costs never went up, the
need for more dollars wouldn’t
go up. Unfortunately, costs –
and therefore tuition and fees
– do rise,” Wykoff explained in
an email to the student body.
The estimated tuition charges

abstinence outside of marriage,
and fidelity within marriage.”
World Vision is not affiliated
with any particular denomination, and over 50 different
church traditions are represented
within the staff.
In a statement to his employees, Stearns said, “The board
and I are not asking anyone to
change their personal views.
Rather, that you not let your differences on this issue or others
distract us from our work.”
World Vision expressed a
desire for unity through the
policy change, denying that they
had made a public statement in
support of gay marriage.
Stearns, in defense of the
change, told Christianity
Today,“This is not an endorsement of same sex marriage. We
have decided we are not going to
get into that debate. Nor is this a

rejection of traditional marriage,
which we affirm and support.”
Despite intentions of unification, many in the American
church immediately spoke out
against the change, questioning
the organization’s view on
Scripture. American evangelical
leaders questioned Stearns
motive, alluding to potential
pressure from the federal government who provides millions
of dollars in public grants.
Stearns denied the claims to
Christianity Today.
“Our motives our pure. This is
not us compromising,” he said.
Only 48 hours later, World
Vision released a second
statement reversing its earlier
decision.
“In our board’s effort to unite
around the church’s shared
mission to serve the poor in
the name of Christ, we failed

to be consistent with World
Vision U.S.’s commitment to
the traditional understanding of
Biblical marriage and our own
statement of faith,” said Stearns
in a message to World Vision’s
supporters.
While asking for grace and
continued support, Stearns also
reiterated that each person is
made in the image of God.
“While World Vision U.S.
stands firmly in the biblical view
of marriage, we strongly affirm
that all people, regardless of
their sexual orientation, are
created by God and are to be
loved and treated with dignity
and respect,” he said.
World Vision’s original policy
change directly affected many
smaller non-profits who work
with and through the larger
organization, including the
Chalmers Center for Economic

Development at Covenant
College. Dr. Brian Fikkert,
founder and executive director
of the Chalmers Center, is also
a Covenant faculty member as
a professor of economics and
community development.
"I was deeply saddened by
World Vision's policy permitting
its employees to be in same-sex
marriages, and I rejoiced when
World Vision quickly reversed
this policy. I am working with the
board of the Chalmers Center to
determine the best way forward
in our relationship with World
Vision,” said Fikkert.
Some would argue that World
Vision’s policy change was
inevitable, despite the quick
reversal. In a rapidly changing
culture, parachurch organizations will feel the pressure to
adhere to a societal acceptance
of homosexuality.

for a full time traditional on
campus student are $29,300 for
2014-15 as opposed to $28,300
in 2013-14. The tuition fee will
rise from $800 to $860 and
the cost for a two-man room,
board, and laundry fees will rise
from $8530 to $8830.
Despite the increase, Covenant’s tuition costs remain
lower than other private schools.
In the 2013-2014 school year,
Covenant’s tuition was $28,300
while Collegedata.com claims
that the average private college
costs $30,094 a year.

While these tuition costs seem
high, they only cover a fraction
of the cost for a student to go
to Covenant.
“It’s important to remember
that the cost to provide a
Covenant College education is
much higher than what students
pay, and these other revenue
sources - non-student revenue
sources such as contribution
revenue, investment income,
summer conference revenue,
and so on - bridge the gap
between the real costs and the
net amount students and their

families are actually charged,”
said Wykoff.
Covenant’s total revenue is
approximately $28,947,000
a year and the college ends
up spending $28,492,000 of
that sum. Any of that excess
money must be used to invest
in future projects, such as fixing
Carter Hall or developing new
athletic facilities. Maintaining
the quality of academics and
living conditions for students
is of the utmost importance to
the administration, but given
this situation, the only way to

do so is by raising tuition prices
equivalent to cost of the market.
Given this tuition increase,
students had a number of
questions for Wykoff during
his presentation last Friday and
he gave them a number of
answers.
“I appreciated Dan Wycoff's
transparency. While he did not
have every answer, he was
willing and eager to meet with
students' whose questions he
could not fully answer at the
moment,” said freshman Caleb
Bestvater.

Faculty Quote of the Week
“That was the first time I've ever flashed a class.”
- Professor Jack Muller in The Family
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The Verdict

Yes...to petting
zoos
No...to poop

E. Allen Duble
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

dents. He got his kids interested
in Covenant, and they’ve all
been very loyal as well.”
Allen began his work as the
vice president of Covenant’s
development office in 1967. The
college had separated from the
seminary in St. Louis and moved
to Lookout Mountain only three
years before Allen’s arrival.
According to Covenant’s
website, his “relationship-based
philosophy of fundraising, and
his passion for nurturing generosity” helped bring financial
stability to the College in the
early years of its existence.
During the first year of his
service, Allen established a

NEWS 3

relationship with Paul Carter, the
former proprietor of the “Castle
in the Clouds” hotel. In a video
interview conducted by the
communications department,
Allen recounts a particularly
poignant conversation he had
with Paul.
Allen would visit Paul, and
bring him up to date on the College’s progress. He remembers
Paul asking, “Why do you keep
coming here? It’s a bad experience for us, a terrible thing. We
all went bankrupt. We dreamed
that it would bring people from
all over the country all the way
to Florida, and they’d learn to
love Lookout Mountain like we
do. That all fell apart.”
Allen responded, “Mr. Carter,
I don’t know whether you’ve
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thought of this or not, but your
dream has been fulfilled in far
greater measure than you ever
could have dreamed it. We’ve
got kids here from 24 states and
17 foreign countries, and they
don’t come here for a weekend.
They come for four years, and
already a hundred of them have
married and settled down here
because they love this place.”
Paul’s eyes filled with tears, as
Allen assured him, “Your dream
has been fulfilled.”
The Covenant community is
deeply indebted to men and
women like Allen, Paul, and
Collyn. Covenant could not
be without the legacy of their
courageous, self-sacrificial
service.

20.22 CORRECTION:
1) LOVE LOOKOUT WAS
ACTUALLY STARTED BY JOEL
RIETEMA, RD OF ANDREAS
BEFORE CHRIS STERN.

Rebekah Taft
Editor in Chief

CRAVING SOME GOOD
BBQ?
OR CLUMPIES ICE CREAM?
WELL, ON WEDNESDAY,
APRIL 16TH, YOU CAN GET
BOTH IN ONE NIGHT -AND SEND KIDS FROM
HOWARD HIGH SCHOOL
TO YOUNG LIFE CAMP!
PLEASE COME OUT AND
SUPPORT HOWARD YOUNG
LIFE’S FUNDRAISER TO SEND A
KID TO CAMP!
WHEN: WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16
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HOW MUCH?: $7 WITH
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INCLUDES: A PLATE OF BBQ
-- BEANS, SLAW, & CLUMPIES
ICE CREAM!
DUE TO THE GENEROSITY OF
KIND DONORS,
100% OF THE MONEY RAISED
GOES TO HOWARD YOUNG
LIFE KIDS GOING TO CAMP!

2) LOVE LOOKOUT DID
HAPPEN LAST YEAR, AS A
PROJECT FOR ANDREAS
STUDENTS CALLED "CLEAN
AND GREEN"

Grant Thomas
Layout & Web
Bethany Daniels
Managing Editor
Christina Schuman

Photo

Ellen Davis

Copy

Emmett Gienapp

News

Hannah Lutz

Arts

Lynae Rockwell

Opinions

Jonathan Moore

Opinions

Grace Hooper

Sports

Holton Winburne Distribution
Garrison Dale

Staff Writer

Kendi Anderson Staff Writer
Faculty Advisor
Cliff Foreman
For inquiries or comments, contact
Rebekah Taft at bagpipe@covenant.edu.
This is a Covenant College student publication
The views expressed herein do not necessarily
reflect those of the College or the student body.

Hang gliding club
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member Elizabeth Coats.
Hang gliding club worked
with Kit Martin, the director at
the Flight Park, to offer students
this intro experience for $50,
which they had to pay out of
pocket, as opposed to the ticket
price of $199.
After the trial semester was
over, they were fully active with
a requested budget this spring.
“We wanted to provide
students with this opportunity
based on the great effort put
in by club leaders, the amount
of student interest, and the
arguments for potential benefits
it would offer the college” said
Student Body President Molly
Anderson.
But the club ran into complications after an insurance

Wemm.com

broker provided his professional
advice on their status and the
administration flagged the club
as hazardous.
Tom Schreiner, director of
auxiliary services, said that “the
insurance provider for Covenant
College strongly advised the
college to run from hang gliding” due to his perceived risk of
Covenant's liability in the case
of an accident.
In hopes of getting around
this situation, hang gliding
club developed a new, fortified
waiver that required parental
approval and health insurance.
Hang gliding club was
convinced that the even without
waivers, the flight park was
safe enough. According to its
website, Flight Park conducts
“an average of 18,000 training
hill flights per year with our

foot launch students, over the
past 15 years we average 1.5
fractures to the upper arm and
or wrist per year. Most of these
injuries occur in pilots 45 years
and older. During the same
15 years, we have conducted
approximately 40,000 tandem
flights with no injuries requiring
hospitalization.”
Because of their stress on
safety, Flight Park has been
named the number one flight
park in the nation by the US
Hang Gliding and Paragliding
Association. There have been
no fatalities in their 35 years of
business.
The waiver was submitted
to Covenant’s Vice Presidents
on March 24, but the Vice
Presidents ultimately decided to
disband the club on March 28.
“Any student interested in
hang gliding should feel free

to pursue this as a private
customer, but as a college we
will not be giving recognition to
the group as an official club,”
said Voyles.
Student Senate expresses their
regrets in the complications
surrounding this situation.
“Senate exists to make a
person’s college experience the
best it can be, but we need
to follow the letter of the law
when it comes to our oversight
and provide discretionary
judgment on what is a right club
activity,” said Anderson.
The hang gliding “club”
desires to continue to offer hang
gliding experiences to Covenant
students unofficially and plan on
meeting on Thurs. April 10 at 6
p.m. to announce their options
and events for the remainder of
the semester. The meeting will
be in Mills 270/280.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Emmett Gienapp at emmett.gienapp@covenant.edu.
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Captain America Review
by Garrett Sisson
This was a juggernaut of a
movie. Epic in complexity and
visual power, I was left speechless early on and struggled to
find the words to describe it to
friends and family. To start, it's
very different from both Captain
America 1 and the other Marvel
movies. In a lot of places, it felt
more like a Tom Clancy novel
than a superhero movie. It went
full-out espionage thriller, filled
with political moves, infiltration
sequences, and double crosses.
SHIELD is more loaded with
ultra-futuristic technology in this
movie than I ever knew existed,
and everything feels sleek and
savvy.
While the script isn't as
tight as, say, The Avengers,
and has some moments where
the movie's moral themes are

pushed front and center in
dialogue rather than implied
through visual action, this
didn't seem to take away
from the power of the film.
I'd say this is due to a few
reasons. The scenes that
develop Captain America's
character, though formulaic
in the pacing, are very well
executed. Like in the first
movie, these writers know the
Cap and know how to do him
right in his own movie. It's
also a really good movie for
Nick Fury--Samuel L. Jackson
has a lot of screen time and
is more compelling than ever.
Scarlett Johansson is similarly
featured, and seriously keeps
getting better and better as
Black Widow. Robert Redford
and Anthony Mackie round
out the cast, playing new
characters "Agent Pierce" and

"the Falcon," respectively.
They're both awesome; this
cast nearly steals the show.
Ultimately, what people will
remember from this movie is
its carefully choreographed
and never repetitive fight
sequences, which span
skyscrapers, planes, boats,
and elevators. There are car
chases, explosions, rockets,
helicopters, exploding futuristic rocket helicopters, and I'm
not just talking Transformers
kind of filmmaking here. This
is an incredible action movie
with tangible, visual power.
It is legitimately exciting and
beautifully shot. It embraces
its genre and will not let the
action junkie down. Iron Man
3 was cool. Thor 2 was fun.
In their own way, all three of
the movies for this round of
Marvel sequels are popcorn

Guardianlv.com

flicks. But if you skipped both
of the former films holding
out for a quality, guns to the
walls, true blue heroic adven-

ture, go see Captain America:
The Winter Soldier.

"The Art Assignment"
by Carrie Woodward
Can you call doodled flowers in
the margins of notebook paper
art? If so, I am an artist; otherwise,
I am suffering from the pains
of having too much creative
energy and not enough talent
for it to culminate into anything.
Meanwhile, my friends write and
sing songs, my sister paints murals
on her bedroom walls, and Tamala
Aown makes statements about
society with her barbed-wire
wheelchairs. I love learning about
art and consider art museums
second only to libraries, but
hipster, artsy, and poetic I am not.
Yet there is a new savior for
the aesthetically challenged. "The
Art Assignment," hosted by
art museum curator Sarah Urist
Green (also the wife of notable
author, video blogger, and internet
personality John Green), is a series
of Youtube videos produced by PBS
Digital Studios. Each week a new
episode introduces artists from all
over the United States who give
out “assignments” for viewers to

complete.
My favorite assignment is from
the second episode, “Stakeout!”
As the title implies, this task
requires patience, the ability to
sit in one place for an extended
period of time, and strong belief
in the power of observation.
Chicago’s Deb Sokolow gives the
challenge: find an interesting or
peculiar object, leave it in a public
place, find a comfortable nook
or cranny from which to watch,
and settle in to spy on the people
who innocently interact with the
object. Most importantly, document the experience somehow,
with use of photography, drawing, writing, or any other medium,
and share the result (not forgetting to use #theartassignment).
The beauty of "The Art
Assignment" is that the videos
and artists in them don’t just
encourage viewers to form a
stunning sculpture, paint a lovely
landscape, or enter an abstract
piece into a hall video contest.
The assignments are designed to
inspire people to live creatively.

Eccentric teacher John Keating
(Robin Williams) of the legendary
movie The Dead Poets Society
said, “We don’t read and write
poetry because it’s cute. We read
and write poetry because we are
members of the human race.
And the human race is filled with
passion. Medicine, law, business—these are noble pursuits and
necessary to sustain life. But poetry,
beauty, romance, love—these are
what we stay alive for.”
No disrespect to the makers of
that movie, but passion without
direction is pointless and misplaced—and actually lessens the
worth of the feeling. Passion with
a focus, however, is powerful, and
by directing energy toward living
creatively we see God’s character
revealed through us.
Close to the end of our
Christian Mind class this year,
Professor Morton stood in front
of a few hundred freshmen and
told us to be creative. His lecture,
though difficult to takes notes on
(I do love my outlines), radically
changed the way I think about art.

Although I struggled to see the
symbolism and hidden messages
in the works Professor Morton
projected on the screen, at the
end of his talk he told us that
even the most artistically inept
can participate in art simply by
enjoying the colors of the world
and delighting in the small things:
the warm smell of freshly baked
bread, the feeling of crisp autumn
air, the sound of poetry read out
loud. I’m all for cooking food,
basking in the sunlight, and reveling in the intricacies of language!
"The Art Assignment" provides
ways to explore creation, and
that is so important. I sometimes
think, “I’m not gifted artistically, I
just can’t worship God that way,”
when in reality anyone can glorify
God simply by living creatively, and
that manifests itself differently in
people with unique talents and
abilities. The use of social media
lends itself to the interactive
nature of "The Art Assignment,"
and seeing the different ways that
other viewers express themselves
via response to the assignments

Youtube.com

is one of the best parts of the
project. If you’re like me and have
pent up energy you don’t know
what to do with, or you’re one of
those math/science people who
claim to be totally left-brained,
use these crazy college years to at
least make a half-hearted attempt
at living creatively, and look up
"The Art Assignment."
"The Art Assignment" can be
found online at
theartassignment.tumblr.com/
youtube.com/user/theartassignment
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Skyuka
by Graham LePage

Christina Schuman

Senior art majors show work - Part II
by Liz Simakoff
The next SIP show for art
majors will occur on Wed.,
April 16 at 7 p.m. and will
feature Kiaira Cooper, Heather
Cromartie, Kaley Hart, Nicole
Freeman, Joanna Pinkerton, and
Charis Selle. These artists have
a common theme of seriality in
their work. Seriality is the idea
of visual repetition which carries
an interesting cross over into the
more contemporary works these
artists are bringing to the show.
Kiaira Cooper is working to
understand herself and her
place within a mixed bag of
cultures. Her photo series lines
up photographs of five of her
friends at places around her
home in Atlanta and in the
woods and waterways near
Covenant. The photographs of
the colorful streets of Atlanta
covered in graffiti are deeply
contrasted with the hues of
green and brown in the more
natural scenes. However, these
images do not merely shift,
rather the images of Atlanta
are placed so that the disorder
is slowly drained as the streets
become cleaner and clearer

until we get to the images of
the five women, one of whom
is Kiaira. The work as a whole
explores the issue of identity
as it is forged within distinctive
place.
Very seldom do we get to
touch things in the gallery,
however that is just what Charis
Selle is inviting us to do with
her SIP. Charis has built roughly
20 small blocks out of clear
epoxy resin which fit together
like puzzle pieces in a small
wooden box. The blocks almost
resemble ice cubes in their
frosted coats and hard edges.
They are approximately palmsized and are delightfully sturdy.
This allows them to be played
with and in fact, this is what
Charis encourages. The blocks
range in shape, some are small
squares or rectangles or the
outlines of squares or rectangles. There are several sets
of stairs as well which Charis
hopes will pull viewers into the
work. The project allows viewers to join Charis in the making
process, creating formations out
of her small blocks.
Nicole Freeman’s SIP focuses
on the seriality of daily life.

Each day for the past few
weeks, Nicole has videoed
approximately 10 seconds of
every hour she has been awake,
starting a quarter after waking
up. She aestheticizes these
moments giving them a sort
of glorified stillness, elevating their ordinariness. These
moments create a visual train,
as each hour rests on the hour
before moving through Nicole’s
days. There is repetition in the
scenes that will catch viewers’
attention as familiar voices and
classes continue to reappear.
Each short video is taken from
Nicole’s perspective so that only
occasionally her faint reflection
is viewable. The work dives
into so many themes, from the
mediation of her iPhone to the
accidental recurring motifs. The
video will be projected onto
glass
Photography like Heather
Cromartie’s always involves a
certain level of implied risk on
her part, as she puts herself
in a place where she can be
rejected as she photographs
and presents her photographs.
However this risk is easy when
compared to the risk she is

taking in her SIP, where she
allows the camera to be turned
back at her. This semester,
Heather has been exploring the
power structure imposed by the
lens of a camera by handing her
camera over to the would-be
subjects of her photographs.
By handing over her camera,
she was able to understand her
subjects better by becoming
one herself.
These are only four of the
six shows that will be in the
gallery next Wednesday and I
want to personally invite you
to come. Play with the blocks,
see yourself reflected in Nicole’s
daily life. Come to be vulnerable
and come to watch others
be vulnerable. Explore these
works with an open mind and
a discerning spirit. Eat cheese
with us and ask interesting
questions. We would love to
have you.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.

There is a train grumbling across
the valley,
mourning one long note in
harmony, and
wind rustles the leaves upon the
ground.
The somber trees stand sentry
at night:
grey guards swaying in the dark
wind.
They listen for the train every
evening,
keeping time, holding it to the
schedule
though the train is always
slightly late.
Did the train see the sunset as
I did?
Framed in fractals of tree limb
and twig
bending and budding above
fallen blocks of stone?
I was looking out from the
mountainside
across the spring flooded valley
onto
the horizon where orange
clouds darken and cool.
Who can separate death and
life on earth?
For they run as parallel as train
tracks
and leave long low notes
echoing in the valley
The trees know, for they play
the wind
like a whispering flute: the very
wind
that topples them with time.
They grow their roots deep and
down
and only take from the ground
what they will one day return
by leaf or log.
The trees know someone must
give death for life
and stand stoic in their
acceptance of fact.
Even still, it is proper for the
train to mourn
for death is no small price to
pay.
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Shame
by Beth Ann Fogal

It’s a shame that we generalize
and stereotype as much as we
do, but it seems like a classic
way to learn. We can’t get into
all the details, so we’ll just group
things together and get the gist
of it. There’s no time to really
flesh it all out, so we’ll explain
the important stuff and let the
rest slip into the gutter, getting
caught in all our thrown-out
ideas and bad decisions.
But do we not learn from
those thrown-out ideas and bad
decisions? The filth and rot stinks
like hell, but after that stench,
blossoms and beauty smell much
sweeter. Of course we know this.
Creation, fall, redemption, duh.
Yet, generalizations and
stereotypes still occur. Girl’s
struggle with body image and
guys struggle with porn. Girls
get assaulted and guys do the
assaulting. The separation here
is so harmful.
I heard this kind of generalization made so distinctly the other
day when the Justice Week video
played after chapel. Someone
near me said, “Well that’s great
but rape is that girl’s problem and

I’m a guy so I’m going to lunch.”
I have multiple problems with
this statement. Responses went
through my head in no particular
order: Men can also be raped;
Excuse me, who rapes the girls?;
And actually, she’s a human
being, regardless of her sex, so
let’s have some compassion.
Separation, exclusion, misinformation, and hasty judgment
seem to be the solutions made
to our issues and problems.
Are we so sick of ourselves
that any good looking choice
seems like the right one? Or is
it that we’re sick of each other?
It’s not worth it to get into the
difficult, the painful, the incredible, or the mundane, especially
when it’s not my problem.
It’s not worth the strength it
takes to bare the painful, the
incredible, or the mundane to all
who are listening and realize it is
beauty. It is all beautiful, do you
realize that?
I think that’s part of the reason
I’m an artist. What I see in the
world makes me want to look
harder. Be it painful or joyful, I
want to find out what it’s worth,
and I want to point towards the
sights worth seeing. I am visual.

Jazzedaboutstuff.blogspot.com

I am materialistic. I am bodily. I
crave beauty and I crave intellect
and I crave perfection. These are
not bad things to crave because
I do not crave them to be my
identity, I crave them to reveal
my identity. Christ is in me and
I am purified by all I see, all I do
in Him. Even the rough, even the
boring, even the repetitive.
So why do we not join

Servant leadership
by Johnny Codington
What does it mean to be a
leader or a servant? Covenant
recently underwent the long
process of bringing in new
student leaders in preparation
for the fall school year. Leadership has been a popular topic
around campus in the last
month. Leadership positions
are often viewed as prestigious,
and people look up to leaders
for the particular roles they play
around school.
Here’s another question: what
is the goal of someone seeking
leadership? The words “resume”

and “recognition” get tossed
around a lot, but should they be
the motivation behind applying
for a leadership position? Jesus
was the ultimate example of
what a leader should look like,
and I believe it’s imperative to
draw from His teachings on
servanthood and humility when
leadership is discussed.
A repeated theme Jesus uses
when referencing leadership is
servanthood. In Mark 10:42-45,
Jesus is talking to His disciples
when He says, “You know that
those who are considered rulers
of the Gentiles lord it over them,
and their great ones exercise
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authority over them. But it
shall not be so among you. But
whoever would be great among
you must be your servant, and
whoever would be first among
you must be slave of all. For
even the Son of Man came not
to be served but to serve, and
to give his life as a ransom for
many.” Jesus makes it clear
to His disciples that being in
authority or ruling over someone
is not His desire for them but
being a servant is.
Humility is very important to
Jesus, and it should be important in a leadership position
as well. Philippians 2 says, “In

together in this? Why separate
sins by gender, or need by
status? We are all visual. We are
all materialistic. We are all bodily.
We all go through the purifying
fire, so why not walk together
where we can hold each other
up, encourage one another
faithfully and truthfully, and gain
perspective through others’ eyes?
Talk to me. Ask me questions.

Share with me what you see
and why you see it that way. I
want to be surprised, I want to
be scared, I want to be appalled,
and I want to be amazed. I want
to love and I want to understand.
I want to see Christ’s work and I
want to share it as well. I want to
stop being I, and start to be the
working body of Christ.

humility count others more
significant than yourselves. Let
each of you look not only to his
own interests, but also to the
interests of others.” It’s wrong
to just strive to build yourself up
in whatever leadership position
you take. Jesus became nothing
and gave us the example that
He wants us to follow. When
He washed His disciples’ feet,
He said, “I have given you an
example that you also should
do just as I have done to you.”
Strive to be a leader by influencing others in a positive way. This
often looks like humility.
As leadership roles are filled

and a new school year is soon
to be here, I want to encourage
you to think more on what it
means to be a leader. Obviously
this looks different for everyone,
but leadership should include
aspects such as servanthood and
humility.
A quote I heard recently from
John Piper reads, “Because
Jesus went low, and because
going low is the path of joy and
because you are completely
clean, don’t exalt yourself, but
go low in humble service.”
This is our calling in taking up
leadership.
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There is no diversity club
by Hunter Rasmussen
Skeptical gazes, perplexed stammering, incredulous laughter
– these are the reactions I
sometimes receive as a student
leader in the diversity program
here at Covenant. There is
nothing particularly “diverse”
about me, being “white.” I
have pretty standard English
as my heart language, I am a
seventh generation Floridian,
and I don't have quite as much
melanin as Simon Ocailap. And
so in defense of my activity in
the program, I raise two fingers:
first, diversity only comes
with an entire “kaleidoscope”
(and no one person can be
“diverse”), and second, I
wouldn't have considered
becoming a leader except that
others urged me to consider the
position.

So why should any “white
kid” be involved in the diversity
program? I don't think that
students who abstain from
interaction with the program are
prejudiced exceptionalists who
count their own culture as superior. We don't advertise Di-Cafe
or Diversity Bible Study with a
smile and a wagging finger, “Be
there or be racist!” The vision
of the multiethnic, multilingual,
multinational congregation
worshipping at the throne of
God that comes in four verbatim
iterations in Scripture (Dan 7:14,
Rev 5:9, 7:9, 14:6) propels the
church and propels the diversity
program at Covenant into the
burning desire to see this reality.
Personally, the image of Jesus
– raised in backwater Nazareth,
isolated from the world within
its tiny culture suspicious of
outsiders – going to the world

and serving all peoples convicts
me of His love for the nations
and His call to move across
borders, advancing His limitless
Kingdom. The diversity program
provides a way for us to do this,
to live in the borderlands.
“But I don't want to intrude
on their territory,” some say,
in regards to international and
minority students and missionary kids.
“It's just such an exclusive
club,” others protest, looking
sideways at the small gathering
of students from different
countries and cultures.
Allow me to dispel your fears
of being an outsider: there is
no such thing as the “Diversity
Club.”
The diversity program exists
for the sake of the campus,
not just the few from minority
cultures (although these are the

primary focus of our ministry).
I admit that I found irony in my
first semester that this collection
of people often excluded by the
majority culture should be such
an apparently closed-off group.
I recall one instance during
my first week here when the
diversity leaders visited our
room with little bags of candy
to welcome new students
who were part of the diversity
program. They turned to my
Asian roommate with one, to
my MK roommate with another,
and to me, “Here!...Can you
give this to your other roommate?” It was not long after
this anticlimactic let-down (I
really wanted those M&Ms) that
I found myself being thoroughly
included in the group. I came
to hear many different stories
of my brothers and sisters
about their faith from their

Bgflags.com

backgrounds. I learned about
how to minister to some in
specific ways, and picked up a
few foreign words from others.
And the ethnic food never hurt.
Students want to share their
own narratives and to be heard.
If you are reading this, the
diversity program needs you.
The program moves both centripetally, focusing on cultural
issues and struggles, caring
for students who come from
other cultures, and centrifugally,
as these students share their
stories, as we celebrate culture,
and as we move not only to the
rest of campus, but to the rest
of the world as “global Christians,” as the program's mission
statement declares. Diversity is
not a club because it is not only
about the few; diversity is about
our life in Christ's Kingdom
unified by the same Spirit.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Lynae Rockwell lynae.rockwell@covenant.edu.
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SCOTS
SCHEDULE
SOFTBALL
APRIL 15
SEWANEE AT COVENANT
4 P.M. & 6 P.M.
JV SOFTBALL
APRIL 12
AT HIWASSEE
1 P.M. & 3 P.M.
APRIL 16
COVENANT ALUMNI AT
COVENANT
7 P.M.
BASEBALL
APRIL 11
METHODIST VS. COVENANT
USA SOUTH SPRING SPORTS
FESTIVAL
2:30 P.M.

Scots Senior Day
by Chanlder Shepherd
Saturday marked the senior day
celebration for Covenant’s spring
athletic programs. With 11 senior
athletes total, Covenant will
greatly miss the hard work and
dedication these upperclassmen
put into their respective
programs.
Tennis celebrated seniors
Molly Peele and Madi Hyatt, and
departing Junior Gretchen Rowe.
Peele, an Albemarie, NC native,
plans to work with Chattanooga
Sports Ministries as a mentor for
high school students over the
summer. Afterwards, she looks
forward to working in education
as a math teacher.
Peele said that playing sports at
Covenant has been a joy,
“It has been unique in the
sense that I share the same
faith with my teammates, an
experience that I have never had
before and don't expect to have
in the future,” she said.
Hyatt, from Marshville,
NC, plans to work with the

Raleigh Fellows Program after
graduation.
Lookout Mountain native,
Rowe plans to attend Georgia
Tech to finish her engineering
degree. Rowe sums up her
career with a few hashtags:
“#bestseasonever #newcourts
#recordbreakingnumberofwins
#bestrookiesever #chickfilaallday
#xoxo."
The Lady Scots defeated Mary
Baldwin College 9-0 and is now
15-6 overall. Tennis will have
their final home match of the
season Tuesday against Sewanee
beginning at 3pm.
Softball honored seniors
Meagan Hess, Lauren Johns, and
Chandler Shepherd.
Hess, a Laurel, MD middle
infielder, plans to get married
this summer and attend nursing
school in the future.
Johns, from Douglasville, GA,
hopes to attend nursing school.
She enjoyed the community
and the lifelong friends she
made while playing softball at
Covenant.

Shepherd, a native from
Conyers, GA, plans on
graduating in December and
pursue a career in coaching.
The lady scots split with Mary
Baldwin College (9-8, 8 innings,
15-6) and moves to 11-25
overall. Their final home game
will be next Tuesday, April 15,
against Sewanee.
The Scots baseball team
honored four seniors: Carter
Finch, David Lockwood, Paul
Phillips, and Chris Rollins.
Finch, a pitcher from
Greenwood, SC, hopes to gain
practical experience in his field
and would like to attend law
school in the future.
Lockwood, an outfielder from
Conyers, GA, plans to attend
medical school in the future.
Phillips, an Austin, TX native,
plans to win the regional
tournament and go to the world
series with his teammates after
graduation. He is interested
in pursuing a career in sports
management.
Phillips really grew through

Covenant Athletics

his experience on the baseball
team. “The brotherhood I've
experienced on this team has
encouraged me in my faith
tremendously. Despite the many
memories I've made and the
success we have had as a team,
it's the guys and the teams that
I've been a part of for 4 years
that I'll remember the most. I
could not have asked for 2 better
guys than David Lockwood and
Chris Rollins to share all of this
with. And this team is the best
and craziest I've ever been a part
of. Go Scots!” he said.
Rollins, a Hixson, TN outfielder,
has enjoyed playing alongside
his fellow seniors. He said, “It
is has been so much fun being
apart of the first baseball class to
graduate with a winning season
in all four years here."
After completing Friday’s game,
the Scots took two of the three
games Saturday against USA
South rival Ferrum. The wins
move the Scots to 20-7 overall.
Their next game is Tuesday at
Berry at 6pm.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Grace Hooper at grace.hooper@covenant.edu.

APRIL 14
BIRMINGHAM SOUTHERN AT
COVENANT
4:00 PM
APRIL 12
METHODIST VS. COVENANT
USA SOUTH SPRING SPORTS
FESTIVAL
3:30 PM
APRIL 18
COVENANT AT MARYVILLE
1:00 PM
APRIL 19
COVENANT AT MARYVILLE
7:00 PM & 4:00 PM
JV BASEBALL
APRIL 16
BERRY JV AT COVENANT
3:00 PM & 5:00 PM
WOMEN’S TENNIS
APRIL 11
MARYVILLE VS. COVENANT
AT USA SOUTH TOURNAMENT FIRST ROUND
9:00 AM
WOMEN’S GOLF
APRIL 14 &15
AT GEORGE H. BEDWELL
MEMORIAL INVITE
ALL DAY
MEN’S GOLF
APRIL 11 &12
AT USA SOUTH TOURNAMENT
ALL DAY

