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Recall on
Councilman
Anderson

Professor
Cochran to
resign
by Emmett Gienapp

by Kendi Anderson

Covenant College’s Spanish
major program will turn eight
years old this fall semester, but
one of its few originators won’t
be around to see that happen.
Assistant Professor of Modern
Languages, Diana Cochran will
be resigning at the end of the
spring semester.
Cochran said that her reasons
for leaving are multi-faceted
and that her choice to resign
was a difficult one. However,
she said that she hopes to
pursue her calling in a different
theological setting than the
one provided by Covenant.
When faculty contracts were
renewed by the college this
year, Cochran did not sign
the Statement of Community
Beliefs.
While still employed
at Covenant, Cochran is
uncomfortable discussing her
exact reasoning for not signing,
but did express a paradigm
shift in her thinking about the
role of women in positions of
authority in the church.
One of Covenant’s three
foreign language professors,

weather-related setbacks, there
is good a chance that reading
days will be lost this semester.
“I think we can say with
confidence that the reading
days will be class days, we just
have to determine which class
days will be assigned,” said
Vice President of Academic
Affairs Jeff Hall.
Though lack of reading days
may be frustrating for some,
Covenant is located on a
mountain and extra measures
and precautions must be taken

At the base of Lookout
Mountain rest the St. Elmo and
Alton Park neighborhoods, also
known as Chattanooga’s District
7. Councilman Chris Anderson
was elected to represent the
District last spring and now
residents and non-residents of
the district are fighting to recall
the majority’s vote. Winning
the election made him the first
openly gay councilman to be
elected in Chattanooga.
Anderson has been a force
behind City Council’s vote to
award benefits to the domestic
partners of city employees, since
being elected. He also oversaw
the repaving St. Elmo Avenue
and many residents say that he
has been actively involved in
community meetings and a fair
representative of their district.
“I see a difference in positive
ways since Anderson has
been elected,” said Jay Green,
professor of history at Covenant
College.
Some Alton Park leaders do
not agree. They have received
the approval of the Hamilton
County Election Commission
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Christian Schuman

Snowpocalypse sweeps the States
by Stephen McKerihan
It seemed that the floodgates
had been opened as
snowstorms bombarded
Covenant last week. Snow
caused classes to be cancelled
Feb. 11-13 and delayed Feb.
14, throwing off curriculum
and delaying tests for many
courses.
While these consequences
could be considered negative,
they are certainly necessary
according to Covenant’s

administration. Dean of
Students Brad Voyles makes the
critical decision of whether to
close school when weather is
bad and he uses a number of
sources to make the call.
“My process is to involve
the Security and Grounds
departments and input from
local authorities as well as
weather radar and forecasts
to inform the decision,” said
Voyles in an email to the
student body on Feb. 11.
Because of last week’s
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Recall on Councilman
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board to start a petition for his
removal from office.
The commission has the
authority to say if the petition
is in accordance with state and
local statutes, but due to the
vague wording of the ordinance
they are limited to ensuring its
legality and cannot prevent it
from being created.
“I think the whole petition
is a political farce,” Green
said. “There is an established
legislative process and if Alton
Park is concerned with it they
should campaign against him
and put up their own candidate
during the next election.”
Green believes that Anderson
has done nothing illegal or
immoral.
“Recalling him sounds like a
vendetta,” he said.
On Tuesday, Feb. 18,
Anderson filed a lawsuit in
Hamilton County circuit court
to halt the recall efforts,
calling them unconstitutional
and discriminatory against his
sexuality.
Alton Park residents involved

Snowpocalypse
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

in order to protect those who
commute up and down the
dangerous roads. In this regard,
taking risks is not an option.
“Thanks for your patience as
we do the best we can to make
wise decisions,” said Dean
Voyles in his Feb. 11 email.
The local community in
Chattanooga hardly fared
better. The Chattanooga

in the recall are claiming that
Anderson has not represented
them well and that he has failed
to address the needs of their
community.
Anderson claims that he
has met with many leaders in
Alton Park and has worked to
address their concerns for the
neighborhood, and specifically
the youth.
“I’m firmly committed to
continuing to represent my
district. I’m disappointed in the
election commission’s decision
this morning,” Anderson said
to the Chattanooga Times Free
Press last week. “This recall
effort is an outrageous waste of
taxpayer money and resources.”
Local pastor Charlie Wysong
does not live in District 7, but is
actively opposing Anderson in
the recall. He played a large role
in the city referendum, which
will be voted on in August, that
challenges City Council’s vote
to extend benefits to those in
domestic partnerships.
Wysong was also involved in
vandalizing some of Ed Knipper’s
paintings from the series “In
Flesh & Flight,” that were
exhibited on Covenant’ campus

in 2010. The subject matter
disturbed him, as he did not
agree with Knipper’s depictions
of Christ, and he slashed several
of the paintings.
Wysong’s son created the
website that promotes the
current recall and he claims that
he is giving guidance to leaders
in Alton Park, a predominantly
low-income neighborhood. This

recall is Wysong’s first recorded
involvement in Alton Park.
Green believes that the recall
“absolutely has to do with
sexuality.”
“I find the problems people
have with him to be so minor in
comparison to other problems
facing city government,” Green
said.
In order for the recall to move

forward the petition will need to
gather 1,600 signatures, which
is 15% of the registered voters
in District 7. Petitioners have
75 days to gather signatures.
The commission has asked
them to get the signatures
sooner, by April 10, so that if
passed the recall can be on
the same August ballot as the
referendum.

Times Free Press reported that
nearly 35,000 people went
without power on Feb. 13 due
to destroyed power-lines and
overloaded systems. On the
same day in Whitfield County,
a woman died of hypothermia
in her home. A number of car
accidents also occurred during
this time, including one in
which a man was killed and
three people injured. Despite all
of this bad news, a silver lining
was found when the local fire

department doused a house fire
early on the morning of Feb. 13
before it did significant damage
to a home on Lockwood Ave.
These storms have also
causes major disruptions in
Chattanooga area schools.
Most schools have already used
six of their seven built in snow
days this year.
“It just makes [teachers] even
more aware of every single
thing they’re doing and making
every second count,” Sandy

Bradley, an instructional coach
at Dade County Schools, told
the Chattanooga Times Free
Press.
Chattanooga isn’t alone in
dealing with snow this year.
Cold fronts and snow storms
have moved up and down the
rest of the country as well,
causing similar problems and
delays in other states. Reuters
reported that the most recent
of these waves of cold left
snow on the ground in 49

states, covered 88% of the
great lakes in ice, cancelled the
most flights domestically in 25
years, and brought the pinnacle
of southern development,
Atlanta, to its unprepared
heels.
Despite this temporary trend
of cold weather, spring is just
around the corner and officials
hope that schools will soon be
back on track.

Unitemag.com

Faculty Quote of the Week
“I owned that decade!...I did do a lot of skating then.”
- Dr. Green on 80’s Skate Night in Modern Middle East
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The Verdict
Yes… those
Valentine’s
flowers were
ordered
months in
advance.
No... they
didn’t get here
cuz of the
snow.
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Cochran has been on Covenant
faculty since 2003 and has
taught Spanish and ESL for 32
years.
After receiving her M.A. from
Reformed Theological Seminary
in 2002, Cochran came to
Covenant the following year.
She said, “I wanted to be
somewhere I could continue
processing what I learned there
while using my teaching gifts.
God led me to Covenant.”
Since being at Covenant, her
extensive experience teaching
domestically and internationally
allowed her to help shape and
expand the foreign language
department.
Cochran has taught every
level of Spanish offered by
the college and helped the
program expand to include a

by Holton Winburne

Bethany Daniels
Managing Editor

Grace Hooper

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

major for students wanting
to study the language more
intensively.
Two more Spanish classes are
the result of Cochran’s work
to build the college’s class
offerings and student exposure
to foreign language. One had
a specific focus on foreign
film, while the other critiqued
the life and role of a Spanishspeaking woman in culture.
Cochran said she has “loved
working with the students.
Ours are the most spiritually
mature young people I have
ever been around. It’s been
wonderful both in and outside
of the classroom.”
In fact, she has been heavily
involved with students since
day one, working with the
Diversity Program on campus
and encouraging other
students to get involved
with ESOL programs in the

community, specifically at the
University of Tennessee in
Chattanooga.
Cochran will also be leading
a Break on Impact trip in
Atlanta for the eighth year in a
row with ten students. Previous
short-terms missions trips have
led Cochran and her team of
students to work in Honduras,
Latvia, and Belgium.
Because she is both a central
figure in the foreign language
department and a mentor to
a large number of students on
campus, Cochran’s resignation
will leave a certain void in the
Covenant community.
Adrienne Siegenthaler
said Cochran has been “very
thoughtful and caring. She let
me know that she cared about
me personally and that made
such a difference in the way I
approached her class and the
Spanish language.”

Others pointed to her
work at Covenant as a major
influence on their college
career. 		
Jamison Shimmel said, “I
have grown to appreciate her
style of teaching and passion
for her courses. Her advocacy
for women both here and in
Spanish culture and media is
something that has repeatedly
been discussed in classes… I am
excited to see where Cochran
decides to go after Covenant.”
That question is at the
forefront of many student
minds at Covenant, but
Cochran is currently unsure
about what her future apart
from Covenant might look like.
Her tentative plan is to finish
her doctorate of ministry by
2015 and complete her thesis
project, which is centered
squarely on the topic of women
in theology.
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The Education Department at
Covenant College is thrilled
to announce this year’s topic
for the 2014 Educators
Conference: Teaching the
Whole Child: Using Faith, Art,
and Purposeful Engagement
to Bring Learning to an Urban
Setting. The conference
will host educators from
the Mustard Seed School in
Hoboken, NJ on Thursday,
March 6, to address this topic.
“The Educators Conference
is designed so that educators
of any context—public,
private, or Christian
school—may come together
to interact around common
themes and practices,” said
Dr. Jack Beckman, professor of
education at Covenant. “Any
instructional practitioner or
educational leader who desires
to be challenged to think
and teach Christianly would
benefit from attending.”
During this time, educators
will reflect upon their school’s

individual approach to innercity education and implement
practical resources and
insights for attendants’ own
work.
The Mustard Seed School,
founded in 1979, is known
for a hands-on experiential
approach to education.
Grounded in an integration
of academics, art, faith, and
service, the school strives
to confront the educational
needs of an urban community,
while building off the
groundwork belief in an
interdenominational Christian
school. This school strives,
with a missionary heart,
toward helping the poor.
“At Mustard Seed, students
are treated as whole persons
who are invited to explore
God’s creation with respect,
awe, and wonder. Student
delight rather than apathy is
the norm at MSS,” said Dr.
Steve Kaufmann, professor of
education at Covenant.
Home to an atmosphere
of growth, the Mustard

Seed School trains
rising generations to be
inquiring thinkers, effective
communicators, ethical
individuals, and world
contributors.
Addressing this year’s
conference topic will be MSS’s
very own Head of School Tom
Postema, Early Childhood
Director Shanna Pargellis (preK-First Grade), and Director
of Grades Two through Eight
Kathleen Hanson.
The assumed number of
participants ranges from 75
to 80. Topics covered include
Balanced Literature and its
use at Mustard Seed, The
Responsive Classroom Model
in an Urban Setting, and Arts
Across the Curriculum.
Directly following this
event, Covenant will be
hosting Career Summit 2014.
Hosted in conjunction with
the Educators Conference,
Covenant’s annual teacher
recruitment event acquaints
school administrators with our
teacher education students.

Career Summit is required for
teacher education students,
as this event is beneficial for
both school personnel and
students.
Career Summit’s
schedule includes a time
of introductions, informal
mingling, and light
refreshments. This section is
open to upper class education
students and MAT students.
The following day,
group interviews for senior
students take place. Though
primarily an opportunity for
administrators to hear from
prospective graduates, it
also provides assistance for
students in the process of
interviewing for teaching
positions.
Both events are held
Thursday, March 6. The
Educators Conference runs
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.,
while Career Summit begins at
7:00 to 9:00 p.m., resuming
all day Friday for interviews.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Emmett Gienapp at emmett.gienapp@covenant.edu.
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I want to tell you: A tribute to the Beatles
This February marks the
fiftieth anniversary of the
arrival of the Beatles in the
United States. Following their
historic appearance on “The
Ed Sullivan Show” in February
1964, “Beatlemania” swept
the American continent and
subsequently changed both rock
‘n’ roll and American culture
forever.
In concordance with the
anniversary, tributes to the Fab
Four have appeared in multiple
forms, including a Tom Hanksproduced CNN documentary,
stories on NPR, and even a
performance by the surviving
Beatles, Paul McCartney and
Ringo Starr, at the recent
Grammy Awards. As a Beatles
fan and one who continues to
be fascinated with the group’s
timeless music, I would like to

add my voice to the outpouring
of thanks to John, Paul, George,
and Ringo.
I’ve been listening to the
Beatles since I was a child.
I can still remember singing
“Octopus’s Garden” with my
chorus class in elementary
school, joining Paul in singing
along to “Paperback Writer” in
my family’s car as we conducted
Saturday errands, driving
through my neighborhood
when my father told me
George Harrison (our favorite
Beatle) had passed away the
previous day, and listening to
my parents tell me about the
night they heard John Lennon
was murdered. As I grew older,
I became particularly drawn
to the group’s later, more
experimental work, which was
a radical departure from the

“bubblegum pop” of the early
albums. Whether it was the
raucous hard rock of “Helter
Skelter,” the psychedelia of
“Tomorrow Never Knows,” or
the gentle and beautiful “Here
Comes the Sun,” the Beatles
constantly pushed the musical
envelope as they evolved
creatively and created more of
the most beloved music of the
twentieth century.
Listening to the Beatles also
introduced me to the group
members’ solo works, and to
other types of music. George
Harrison’s incorporation of
Indian elements into various
Beatles songs (“Love You To,”
“Within You, Without You”)
helped introduce me to the
genius of the late Ravi Shankar
and the beauty of Indian
classical music. I particularly

recommend this remarkable
musician’s performance at the
Concert for Bangladesh along
with his compositions for the
acclaimed film Gandhi as prime
examples of Shankar’s artistic
capacity. In addition to releasing
several albums of his own,
Harrison was instrumental in
forming a supergroup known
as the Traveling Wilburys along
with fellow music legends Bob
Dylan, Tom Petty, Jeff Lynne,
and Roy Orbison. Meanwhile,
Paul McCartney, with his band
Wings, produced energetic
music including arguably the
best James Bond film title song
(“Live and Let Die”). John
Lennon’s diverse solo work
included heartfelt love songs
and angry political meditations,
and Ringo Starr utilized his
trademark humor to not only

launch his own solo career
but also to maintain a close
relationship with his former
bandmates, who were often at
odds with one another.
Fifty years later, the Beatles
continue to be enjoyed and
beloved throughout the
United States and around the
world. Perhaps this consistent
popularity is due to their
uncanny ability to write catchy
songs, or merely because they
are a great band. Whatever
the reasons are, I, along with
countless others, often find
myself tapping my foot and
singing along (however poorly
that may sound) to the eclectic
and masterful catalogue of the
musical giant that is the Beatles.
And for that I say to them,
thank you.

by Holton Winburne

inadvertently been traveling
through time.
Watching three quirky women
from 1888 -- the culture of
refinement and propriety
-- suddenly be inaugurated into
the 1955 culture of slang is as
entertaining as it gets. The play is
a culmination of “oohs and ahs,”
jolts, and realizations as the time
traveling women piece together
their premonitions of future
‘duh’ cultural norms to suddenly
having those very premonitions
explained by living them. (Think
finally understanding a joke
you’ve heard for over a year).
These situations escalate quickly
from Fanny’s unexplained
blurtings about Nixon to
Alexandra’s absurd “I’m delicious,
I mean, delirious!” cries to all
three women’s giggling obsession
with egg beaters; the story’s off
the wall charm is as peculiar as it
is appealing.
But while On the Verge is a

playful comedy, it’s not without
its visits from darker themes.
“It has its occasional moments
of darkness thrown in to keep
it grounded,” said sophomore
Carissa Badenoch, who works
on the play’s set crew. Shown
in Mary’s ominous glimpses
of the future when words like
“meltdown,” “ground zero,”
and “windows of vulnerability”
fill the scene, the play finds
the perfect support between
whimsicality and reality that in
turn provides the balance needed
for a successful script.
But Director Camille Hallstrom
feels differently.
“You find some ideas behind
the play, but the ideas are not
what drove it. The language did,”
she said. “In the end, it’s about
fun.”
And Hallstrom couldn’t be
more right, as we spend the
majority of the time watching
three bubbly women bounce

about the stage either
“bushwhacking” or taking turns
drifting into musing reveries and
then promptly smacking each
other out of it.
“For what do we live, but to
make sport for our neighbours,
and laugh at them in our turn?”
said Jane Austen.
And as always, Jane is right.
Story aside, however, the play
could have been about anything
at all and still have remained
successful. The actors—especially
in terms of intonation,
believability, and timing—were
all exemplary. There was not a
faltering moment. The stage
was beautiful in its splattering
of pink, like a contemporary art
piece, and complementary of the
show’s simplicity.
Full of stuffed references
to America’s future and to sly
writers’ quips on the future
of theater—that is, “the
degradation of anthropological

kinship studies”—On the Verge is
about the future and the growth
of three women as they come to
realize along the way how good,
unpredictable and hard the future
can be.
“I’m on the verge, and I’m
yearning for the future, it’s
boundless, and not annoying, not
annoying at all!” is Mary’s last
echoing lines cry.
So if you’re on the verge about
going to see On the Verge, let
me nudge you in that direction.
I’m sure this light comedy won’t
disappoint you with its fun.
Speaking objectively, it was
absurdly good. The future for you
is “a bowl of cherries” Alexandra
says, and that will especially be
true if you go and see this play.
Final shows are Friday, Feb. 21
at 8:00 p.m. and Saturday, Feb.
22 at 2:30 p.m. Price is $5 for
students and seniors, and $7 for
adults.

On the Verge review
“English is the vehicle and
its engine is empire.” This
quote from Covenant theatre
department’s newest play, On
the Verge, just about sums
up the wordy, light-hearted
comedy. At its best a one-liner
treasury, and at its worst a
comical equivalent to the
witness of three old ladies’
miraculous cure of arthritis, On
the Verge is an overflowing
bowl of cherries. Excessively
delightful.
The story follows three
women, Mary Baltimore (Kacy
Polk), Fanny Cranberry (McGee
Nall) and Alexandra Cafuffle
(Annie Sostok), intrepid explorers
traveling through the last
unexplored bit of the world
(think “west of Australia, east of
Peru”) who find, as they’ve been
traipsing through one whimsical
scene after another, that they’ve
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Screenshot from Beyoncé’s video ***Flawless

Response to response to Beyoncé
by Liz Simakoff
As I poured over my computer
watching booty bouncing and
water and beauty and depravity,
I do not think I could ever have
imagined a conversation on
Beyoncé a month ago becoming
as important and multifaceted
as this has become. It is almost
laughable now to think about
the tone this conversation
has taken as I find myself
analyzing the conversation
Adrienne and Calvin began
and the album that has our
culture by the ear. As I seek
to bring my own perspective
to Beyoncé I hope to offer
an alternative interpretation
for the work’s internal moral
problems and values. Beyoncé
is a complex, multi-layered
album built on collaboration
and free exploration. It is very
much a work about process,
not a signed and stated treatise,
but an artist standing at the
precipice of her career exploring
her own identity and experience
as mother and wife with the

help of her A-list friends. The
14 songs and 17 videos, taken
together, create a near feature
length experience clinging to
each of its other parts. Beyoncé
called this a harkening back to
the days when watching music
videos was an experience, not
something we skipped and
consumed in pieces. The visual
album is an attempt to give
viewers images which propel the
narrative of her album.
Beyoncé offers fans an
insight into the thought and
production of this video on
her tumblr page, offering a
five-part youtube series as a sort
of introduction to Beyoncé. In
the final element of that series,
Beyoncé states that “the glue
that ties this record together is
honesty.” She announces that
in her acting out and singing
she is no longer “stifled” by
what she owes to the families
who grew up listening to her.
She is liberated from others’
perceptions of her and is making
music without fences.
“Rocket,” written by Justin

Timberlake, Miguel, and
Beyoncé herself, is the precipice
of this honest Beyoncé,
presenting viewers with the
full brunt of her sexuality both
visually and musically. She takes
the viewer through all the stages
of sex, from foreplay, to the
“peak” of her “mountain.” She
then moves to the part of her
sexuality most dear and least
explored in the earlier parts of
the album, her role as a wife
and mother. Beyoncé flows from
the climax of intimacy to the
depths of familial love as she
sings, “Your love feels like/ All
four seasons/ Growing inside
me/ Life has a reason” overlaid
with images of Jay’s hands
following the curve of her bare
hips and back, reminding the
viewer of her body’s life-giving
role just two short years earlier.
What is happening here is
beyond mere “masturbatory
fantasies.” Beyond the kinks
and the leather there is
something here that I need to
affirm. This total picture of sex
affirms the mysterious relational

aspect to sex pictured in the
Bible. “Scarcely had I passed
them/ when I found the one
my heart loves./ I held him and
would not let him go/ till I had
brought him to my mother’s
house,/ to the room of the one
who conceived me.” (Song
of Songs 3:8) Beyoncé’s and
Solomon’s songs have quite a bit
of overlap in their expressions of
this certain marital love. There is
something so other represented
here, so beyond the kind of
love which can be summed
up on a Pinterest wedding
board, which speaks to a sort
of intimate knowing found in
music-making, relationships, and
yes, sex. Beyoncé breathes new
life into our cultural concept
of “mother” through every
post-coital breathy note.
Beyoncé’s work is not a
finished piece, and after
listening to her reflections on
the work itself I cannot help but
have some serious reservations
about her moans and lulls. She
claims to assert her sexuality
and liberate women everywhere

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.

with her sexual role being one
of equality and justification, but
what she fails to realize is the
multiple layers of privilege and
oppression her work needs to
be interpreted within. But even
more than this, the aspect I
find most troubling is Beyoncé’s
sense of hubris and angst in
the making of Beyoncé. The
moment Beyoncé decided
that her work was going to
be about her own exploration
of imperfection without
consideration of the viewer she
created a schism between what
she was trying to achieve and
what was actually put on the
screen. A feminist exploration
must consider those who will
be along for the ride. After
all, we aren’t sitting back as
adoring fans consuming without
bringing our own perceptions
to the conversation. Her pride is
apparent in this work and takes
away from a lot of the beauty
and incredible imagery she
references.
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Iconoclast
by Michael Brown
I am in tentative agreement with
Roland Barthes when he calls
language fascist. He describes
how speech subjugates the
speaker in its imposition of
meaning on the speaker, and it
subjugates the other by means
of its assertion. And there is no
escaping language. However,
I am in full agreement with
Barthes in his prescription
that we cheat with speech
through literature. He envisions
a vita nuova, an age that
disempowers: “Sapientia: no
power, a little knowledge, a little
wisdom, and as much flavor as
possible.”
But over 30 years after his
great post-structuralist battle
cry, where do we find ourselves?
We have something worse than
Barthes’ fascist speech. We
have a fascist, transcendent
technocracy. What do I mean
by a transcendent technocracy?

By “technocracy” I mean an
institution that commands our
method of communication with
greater specificity and power
than ever before. It commands
the method of speech (thumbs
tapping a 4.8x2.3 inch IPS
TFT LCD screen), the price of
speech (the cost of a texting
plan), and the form of speech
(unified font communicated
in green and white speech
bubbles, announced by a
pre-programmed ring). The
institution that affects the
delivery of these messages
may seem like an innocuous
and impartial messenger
boy, but the institution drives
towards nothing short of our
subjugation. Speech may
be fascist by virtue of some
autonomous control over
human life, but this institution
has men controlling speech and
controlling us.
By “transcendent” I mean
the quality of removing

ourselves from the immanence
of speech, which was formerly
its one redeeming feature.
The immanence of speech is
contained in Levinas’s rapport
de face à face, that is, we
encounter the face of the other,
the extra-lingual presence. A
twitch in the mouth, a furrowed
brow, or the depth of gaze.
Also, there is the tone of voice,
the pitch, and every subtle
tremor or stutter. Even with
the written word, the hand of
the other emerges from every
loop, scribble, and imperfection,
which perfectly humanizes the
speech. But now communication
has been universalized, by way
of the technocratic dictations I
mentioned above.
Also removed is the
temporality of the engagement.
True conversation possesses
immediacy and spontaneity,
and investment of time; we are
compelled to relinquish control
over the dialogue and be caught

up in raw engagement. The
transcendence also draws us
away from our space and our
place. True conversation places
the other person in front of us
and provides an exclusivity of
the place. Upon meeting the
other, you have entered into a
kind of hallowed ground where
the other engages you and
you engage the other. This is
a moral engagement. But the
transcendence draws us out
of that. We have equal access
to communication with any
number of people so long as
they have likewise entered the
transcendent One, a leveling
conglomeration that exists on
some kind of abstract plane
of non-space. Engagement
is gone; communication no
longer requires communing,
which in its Latin origin suggests
“sharing.” Particularly, a sharing
within the immanent limits of
our being-in-the-world.
This technocracy now

commands speech. Speech has
always been quite transparent,
in that we use it unreflectively
like we use an arm or a leg.
So likewise the dictations of
the technocracy have become
internalized. This is the new way
we think and communicate.
“The greatest trick the devil
ever pulled was convincing the
world that he didn’t exist.” Let
us expose this new satanic,
technocratic messenger. It is
Charon, the Greek messenger
of the dead. But we are not
yet dead. We must pause
and feel the pulse of blood
passing through veins over
time and run your hand over
the manifold textures of this
glorious, flavorful world. Realize
that we’ve been handed to this
ferryman too soon, and we must
return to the land of the living.

Do you like being alone?
by Johnny Codington
If you asked someone the
question, “Do you like to be
alone?” in today’s society, what
kind of response do you think
you would get? What does
it actually mean to be alone?
Life is very fast paced, and
the world is so full of flashy
distractions and celebrities that
it’s almost impossible to be
alone. How hard would it be to
set aside your smartphone or
computer for a day? I want to
explore the benefits of fewer
distractions as well as the
advantages of spending time
more intentionally with yourself,
others, and our Creator.
Where does one begin with
cutting out interferences in life?
As someone who loves social
networking, I need to be wary
of the dangers of spending
too much time hiding behind a
screen. I’m guilty of saying, “I

want to spend some time alone,”
but then when I do, I pick up
one of the many distractions I
carry around with me. It’s absurd
to think of going a day without
checking Instagram or Facebook.
Often, people complain about
not having time to read the
Bible. It’s a common issue, right?
However, so much time is wasted
on meaningless materialistic
objects when it could be spent
studying the one written thing
that God left His people on this
earth. Those may be strong
words, but how else is one
able to let these thoughts sink
in? In the same way that fancy
electronics rob us of our time, we
rob God of our time. Instead of
giving Him even remotely close
to what He deserves, we set
aside only five or ten minutes of
our day for quiet time, and then
He is left on our desk to be lost
in the busyness of the day.
We are surrounded by

incredible people here at
Covenant (roommates, friends,
professors, etc.), yet social media
is more often than not desired
over them. Why? What does
social media give back to us? I
wonder how much more time
I could have spent building
long-lasting relationships or just
meeting new people in general if
I did not give myself to worthless
idols. These idols rob the richness
of relationships, yet they are still
given attention.
In closing, I want to touch
on the fact that God desires us
to be alone with Him. He is a
jealous God, and His jealousy is
righteous. He loves our time and
our energy to be spent on Him.
When we are alone with Him,
He speaks to us and renews us.
We burn out so easily from work
and school, yet God continually
reminds us in His word that He is
our strength.
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Doughnuts for change
by Jonathan Moore
A couple weeks ago, Student
Senate offered students
doughnuts for the price of an
idea of something to improve
campus life. Around the same
time, Campus Activities Board
-- a branch of Student Senate -posted a sheet in the mailroom
inviting students to submit event
ideas for the semester. Both
of these are efforts of Student
Senate to represent the desires
of the student body well, and
both will hopefully induce
healthy change on campus.
Of course, underlying these
and other like programs is the
assumption that campus life
needs improving. This is an
important assumption to note,

and even if we agree with the
assumption, I think it is worth
pausing to consider it.
A call for improvement
implies discontent. There is
a lot of talk about improving
Covenant. From strategic
planning to the creation of the
new residence life position last
year (the position of building
president), changes are being
made intending to benefit the
college. From parking to 2-ply
toilet paper, we all have things
we’d like to see improved, but
I contend that we can desire
change and yet remain content.
Having to learn to be content
is hard sometimes because it
means I’m not God and that
the world isn’t all about me.
It’s important to remember (our

personal opinions on virtually
any campus life issue aside) that
we have it good at Covenant. Of
course, real struggle, heartache,
and suffering are a part of
student life for everyone, but we
must acknowledge that we have
little to complain about in terms
of physical needs. Clearly we
know this; we are old enough
to know that we are blessed
and privileged. But gratitude is
hard and it is far easier to be
discontent.
In order to not swing too far
in the opposite direction, know
that a guilt trip reminder about
the circumstances of people less
fortunate than ourselves would
be neither fitting nor helpful
here and it certainly wouldn’t
create lasting contentedness in

anyone. Blessing is cause not
to feel guilty, but to embrace,
be thankful for, and use what
God has given us. So reject any
affluent guilt you may feel and
embrace instead the gospel as
the solution to your discontent.
We work like mad to make life
better, which is a good thing.
However, as we ask each other
“how” we could improve things,
we must also ask each other
the questions “What?” and
“Why?” What are we hoping
to get or accomplish with our
improvements, and why are we
making them? Could it be that
we are looking to satisfy things
we aren’t able to? I mean no
indictment against the desire for
improved life, but rather putting
too much weight on things that

won’t hold. Again, our main
motivation for improving life is
not necessarily discontentment;
I am just suggesting that we ask
if it might be a part.
On campus and around
the world, there are genuine
injustices that God himself
demands we address. The call
to contentedness is not a call to
passivity. It is a call to strive for
the betterment of life, but it is
also a call to a better hope than
this life.
We have to remember that
change itself is not our hope;
don’t give up the end for the
means. Jesus is coming back,
guys. So as we work for change
on campus, let us make sure it is
not out of selfish discontent.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Lynae Rockwell lynae.rockwell@covenant.edu.
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Scots
Schedule
MEN’S BASKETBALL
FEBRUARY 22
LAGRANGE AT COVENANT
4:00 PM
JV MEN’S BASKETBALL
FEBRUARY 22
LAGRANGE AT COVENANT
6:30 PM
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
FEBRUARY 22
LAGRANGE AT COVENANT
2:00 PM
BASEBALL
FEBRUARY 21
MILLIGAN AT COVENANT
2:00 PM
FEBRUARY 22
MILLIGAN AT COVENANT
12:00 PM & 2:30 PM

Covenant Athletics

Covenant softball looks to improve
by Matt Guthrie
After a disappointing 6-win
season, the Lady Scots softball
team is looking to bounce
back as they begin their 2014
campaign. This season will be
the first for the team as full
members of NCAA Division
III, as well as members of the
USA South Conference. The
team returns 9 players from
last season, including seniors
Lauren Johns, Meagan Hess, and
Chandler Shepherd.
“I’m excited for the first USA
South season even though it
will be a lot of hard work,”
Shepherd said. “There are a lot
of teams that we have been
very competitive and had close
games with in the past and also
a lot of teams we haven’t played
against. It will take a lot of hard
work and dedication for us to
be successful, but I think we are
capable of doing well.”

The Lady Scots will be forced
to replace some solid hitting
from last year’s seniors Jenni
Jobe and Courtney Wagoner.
Head coach Sara Russell hopes
that sophomore Morgan Lane
can build upon her impressive
freshman season, in which
she batted for a .421 average
with 18 RBI’s. Although these
numbers were impressive,
perhaps her greatest statistic
from last season was striking
out only once in 95 at-bats.
When asked if she feels
pressure to produce given the
disappointment of last season,
Lane remarked that she always
feels pressured to produce and
win. “I want to be the very
best I can be for my team and
successfully fulfill my role in
order for us to reach our goals.
I also want to be the very best
I can be in order to glorify God
for the talents he has given me,”
Lane said.

Senior Chandler Shepherd also
figures to be an integral key to
the team’s success in 2014. In
addition to her strong hitting
last season, Shepherd used her
speed to steal 24 bases, tops on
the team by a large margin. She
stressed that the team is taking
a different mental approach to
the game this season. “We are
doing a lot of mental prep work
in order to be successful and see
ourselves succeed,” Shepherd
said. “Although last season
was not successful on paper,
it was not as unsuccessful as it
appears. Though disappointing,
we grew a lot as a team through
tough games and losses.
Looking back, we are all the
more encouraged to work to do
our best.”
Junior Cori Hilt and
sophomore Hannah Rogers
will be returning to the mound
to handle pitching duties this
season. The pair combined

to start all but three games
last season, while Hilt led the
squad in ERA and recorded
55 strikeouts. The 2014 team
features four freshmen. Kaitlyn
Sirmons, Anna Verwey, Jordan
Brett, and Nicole White will be
stepping in and hope to provide
an immediate impact for the
team.
Although winning is the goal;
Chandler Shepherd offered
some perspective on what
makes the game important to
her. “As a senior, this season
will be my last chance to play
softball. The softball program
has taught me skills necessary
to succeed at ball but also at
life. The friends I have and the
memories I’ve made will last a
lifetime,” Shepherd said.
The softball team’s first home
games will be a double header
this Saturday, Feb. 22nd at 1:00
p.m. and 3:00 p.m. against
Mount St. Joseph.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Grace Hooper at grace.hooper@covenant.edu.

SOFTBALL
FEBRUARY 22
MT. ST. JOSEPH AT
COVENANT
1:00 PM & 3:00 PM
MEN’S TENNIS
FEBRUARY 21
V.S. MIDDLE GEORGIA STATE
AT REINHARDT
4:00 PM
V.S. REINHARDT
AT REINHARDT
7:00 PM
WOMEN’S TENNIS
FEBRUARY 21
AT REINHARDT
7:00 PM
FEBRUARY 22
AGNES SCOTT AT
COVENANT
1:00 PM

