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Porcella goes
to Indonesia
by Lizzie Goddard
Academics is not the only
sphere that needs developing
as Covenant seeks to establish
an unofficial branch campus
in Jakarta, Indonesia. Adam
Porcella, Resident Director (RD)
of Carter Hall for the past three
years, left for Indonesia on Jan.
29 to assist with the vision and
plan for residence life at the
Indonesian campus.
“I’m heading to Jakarta to
do a bit of reconnaissance for
Covenant. I’ll be spending a
week in Indonesia assisting
our administration think
through how we might set up
an equivalent residence life
experience to what we have
on Lookout Mountain,” said
Porcella.
The Jakarta branch, also
know as the International
Teachers College (ITC), was
created with the intention of
bringing Covenant’s Christian
liberal arts education to Asia
and is set to open next fall.
After over 24 hours of travel,
Porcella arrived in Jakarta
where he was met by Head
of Education Department Dr.
Jim Drexler, who is the lead
administrator at the ITC.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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by Garrison Dale

Dr. Fikkert and Prof. Corbett
teamed up with LifeChurch.tv,
an online church with church
campuses spread across North
America, to figure out how to
get congregations more involved
in learning the fundamentals of
When Helping Hurts.
The Small Group Experience,
released through Amazon on
Feb. 1, is meant to help teachers
and the congregations engage
in the text more personally. It
pulls the main ideas from the
original book and translates
them into a more accessible
form for Sunday schools and
other small groups.

If you open the Autumn edition
of View, Covenant’s biannual
magazine, you’ll find Kathryn
Brightbill’s name and a short
write up, informing you that she
graduated from Covenant in ‘03
and currently studies law at the
University of Florida -- another
Scotswoman with a bright
future. But Brightbill was hoping
for a little more coverage.
She contributed research
to an amicus brief on Lesbian
Gay Bisexual Transgender
(LGBT) families submitted to
the Supreme Court during
the Defense of Marriage Act
(DOMA) decision, a 5-4 vote
that ended the federal ban on
same-sex marriages.
In major Supreme Court
cases like DOMA, amicus curiae
(friends of the court) coordinate
briefs for the consideration of
the judges as they deliberate
the case. Brightbill was involved
with one of these groups.
“We worked with the
University of Florida Center on
Children and Families and Emory

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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When Helping Hurts for small groups
by Marianna Riddle
Those interested in helping
without hurting have a new
resource at their fingertips as
of Feb. 1. The Small Group
Experience, written by Dr. Brian
Fikkert, professor of economics
and community development
and Prof. Steve Corbett, assistant professor of community
development, is a follow-up
book to When Helping Hurts
aimed specifically for use in
small groups.
With over 250,000 copies sold
since its release in 2009, When
Helping Hurts has influenced
many ministries and changed

the way churches and missionaries approach missions.
This small group resource
comes after a number of
requests from churches for
additional resources to help
teach the material in a small
group setting. Though pastors
and Sunday school teachers
attempted to use the book in
their curriculum, many churchgoers were simply not reading it.
“People are busy,” Fikkert
said, “They just don’t read.”
After realizing this, the main
question became how to
educate church members so
they could help without hurting. To answer this question,
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Anti-crime initiative pitched in Glenwood
by Kendi Anderson
Violent crime in Chattanooga
has been a constant source
of dialogue since Mayor Andy
Berke took office last year and
now the conversation is going
local.
On Saturday, the Chattanooga Violence Reduction
Initiative was pitched to
leaders in the Glenwood
neighborhood. The Initiative,
which is modeled after one
implemented in High Point,
N.C., has already been pitched
in two city neighborhoods and
15 neighborhoods wait on Paul
Smith’s agenda. Smith, former
principal at The Howard School
was appointed by Berke to
the position of Chattanooga’s
Public Safety Coordinator last
year.
Smith’s audience on Saturday
was a diverse sampling of
Glenwood residents and

When Helping Hurts
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Paired with videos which
include snippets of lectures
taught by both Fikkert and
Corbett, The Small Group
Experience functions as a
workbook to give people a taste
of the ideas When Helping Hurts
explains in greater detail.
The six videos are paired up
with six chapters that act as
discussion facilitators – the class
watches the video, and then
answers the questions from the
book.

pastors of congregations in
the neighborhood. People who
live on the streets being talked
about and those who watch
over its blocks were listening
and asking Smith questions.
Smith presented data from
previous cities where similar
strategies were used effectively
to reduce crime. The Initiative
targets violent offenders.
Offenders are encouraged
to come in to authorities on
their own accord to hear the
evidence against them and the
potential sentences that they
will face. After coming in they
are offered the opportunity to
step away from violence and
remain out of prison.
Resources will be provided at
these meetings, Smith said, to
help offenders get clean from
any addictions and to help
them find jobs.
“I’m hopeful that this
Initiative will curb violence in

Chattanooga as it has other
places, but I am not especially
fond of it’s approach,” said
Covenant alumnus Andrew
Mollenkof ‘13. Mollenkof is a
part of the Build Me a World
Project, which is working to
create a movement of antiviolence.
Mollenkof believes that
the problem with violence in
Chattanooga is most closely
connected with the black community. “The problems within
the black community are based
around the fact that there are
a lack of opportunities for the
poor.”
“Because of a lack of
opportunity in legitimate jobs
many young blacks turn to the
drug trade and gangs to make
money or for community…and
violence goes hand in hand
with criminal enterprises,”
Mollenkof said.
Working with Urban Young

Life, Mollenkof is involved
in spreading the gospel with
students going to urban high
schools, and beyond that he
sees an important part of
his role to be helping these
students find jobs and get into
college.
Mollenkof said, “I have
heard black guys describe
Chattanooga as a ‘gutter,’
as ‘no place for a black
man.’ Because of a lack of
opportunity in legitimate jobs
many young blacks turn to the
drug trade and gangs to make
money or for community.”
Mollenkof does not see
punishment or the threat of
punishment as the means
for halting the violence in
Chattanooga. “Prison in
America does not rehabilitate
criminals,” he said.
The approach of this new
Initiative and its pledge to offer
offenders jobs and rehabilita-

tion instead of prison if they
put down their guns is an
alternative to incarceration,
but Mollenkof is hesitant about
the reception this Initiative will
receive in neighborhoods like
Glenwood.
“The people I know in the
community have seen a lot
of programs come and go. If
you work with a program you
should do it because you care
about the lives of the people
involved, not because you
want to see crime numbers
drop,” he said.
A drop in crime and violence
is what Berke and Smith are
working towards. It is what the
city of Chattanooga, the black
community, and Glenwood
residents want, and whether
the Initiative unfolds like it has
in other cities is something
that will remain a topic of
conversation for many in
offices and on the streets.

“Hopefully that will then
encourage people to go back
and read When Helping Hurts,”
Fikkert said. “It’s intended as an
introduction, so if something
sparks their interest, they can
look back in the book and learn
more from that section.”
The videos are already available on the Chalmers Center
website, and feature quick
glimpses into the lives of the
authors, as well as community
development practitioners
overseas who have been trained
by the Chalmers Center. Also
included are lectures from

teaching seminars, interviews
of practitioners, and even
scenes from Covenant College
classrooms.
Dr. Fikkert is quick to give all
the glory and thanks to God for
the success of When Helping
Hurts, which has already been
translated into French, Spanish,
and Vietnamese and now has
requests to be translated into
Portuguese and Creole.
“We never imagined [When
Helping Hurts] would be this
big,” he said.
Fikkert also stresses the
importance of the work that

others at the Chalmers Center
have contributed to the project,
specifically Katie Casselberry, a
Covenant alumna who works as
the Chalmers’ communications
specialist.
“Prof. Corbett and I get all
the credit, but she does all the
work,” Fikkert said, “and you
can put that in the article.”
In the fall of 2014, the
co-authors will produce another
project, Doing Short Term
Missions Without Doing Long
Term Harm. Similar to The Small
Group Experience, complete
with videos and work booklets,

this next work will focus on the
material in chapter 7 from When
Helping Hurts, which offers
insightful critiques into the
end result of typical short term
mission trips.
With this new approach,
team members of a short term
mission trip will receive a guide
with questions and assignments
to complete throughout the
trip, while the team leaders will
follow a leaders guide to help
facilitate a healthy approach to
the trip.

Faculty Quote of the Week
“It made the Americans feel good… and we all know it’s about feelings.. woah woah feelings… woah woah woah
feelings.” - Dr. Morton in 20th Century U.S. Foreign Relations
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Yes… to
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Porcella in Indonesia
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

In going to Jakarta, Porcella
hopes to gather foundational
information needed to initiate
the many future conversations
on student life. From the
strong hall identities to the
Code of Conduct, many different aspects of student life will
have to be thought through
carefully. The core of the
Covenant community will be
examined, taking into account
the cross cultural challenge of
using a Western model in a
distinctly Eastern and Muslim
context.
Porcella’s many years of
experience in resident life
made him a prime candidate to
consult the Indonesian branch
on Covenant’s ideals and
vision for student community.
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Child Rights Project to research
the portion of the brief that
dealt with the voices of LGBT
youth and young adults, and
how current laws effected their

Porcella worked as an Resident
Assistant on Catacombs for
one year before graduating
from Covenant with a Bachelor
of Arts in Philosophy. From
there, he went on to Covenant
Seminary where he earned his
Masters of Divinity.
Porcella returned to Covenant as RD in 2011 where
he has since worked on
strengthening the community
in Carter Hall. Currently he is
working on his Masters of Arts
in Higher Education Administration from Geneva College.
“Residence life will be
missing Adam Porcella for
the next week as he goes to
bring his student development
expertise to Indonesia,” said
Jackie Robel, RD of Maclellan/
Rymer Hall.
With only a week in Indonesia, the trip will be fast paced

NEWS 3

and efficient.
“My plan is to meet with as
many people at UPH (Universitas Pelita Harapan) as time
permits, ask as many questions
as I can, take copious notes,
and bring back a lot of photos,” said Porcella before he
left. Universitas Pelita Harapan
is the preexisting Christian university in Jakarta that the new
branch is temporarily operating
under. In 2015, the Indonesian
branch will be officially affiliated with Covenant.
“Adam has an incredible
eye for detail and is going to
think through residence life
and student development at
the Indonesian branch, taking
in the culture and resources,
and how residence life could
be done well in this particular
setting,” said Robel.
While Covenant College

is the model for the branch
in Indonesia, the Lookout
Mountain campus can also
learn from the different culture
and strengths of the Jakarta
campus.
“Adam will also be bringing
back ideas for higher education in the U.S. as there are
always gleanings that can be
learned from how others face
different issues and challenges
that arise in this field,” said
Robel.
Porcella will fly back from
Jakarta on Feb. 7 to share his
encounters and thoughts from
his visionary trip.
“We are so excited to hear
about his experience and to
see what he is able to bring to
the table as we move forward
in our relationship with this
college in Indonesia,” said
Robel.

the psychological and
emotional harm done
to LGBT families that
are unrecognized by the
law.
“While it is impossible
to know for certain, it is
believed that the brief I
worked on helped swing
Justice Kennedy, who
was the swing vote in
the DOMA decision,”
said Brightbill. “During
oral arguments in the
Proposition 8 case,
Justice Kennedy brought
up the interests of
children using the same
language as was used in
the brief.”
Brightbill submitted
her academic and
professional accomplishments to View, hoping
to share her successes
with the Covenant
community.
WVCUT.gov
“It wasn’t a protest
self-conceptions and how they
against Covenant or the
envisioned their futures,” said
PCA’s position on homosexuality
Brightbill. “We also contributed
in general or marriage equality
to editing and proofreading the
in particular,” wrote Brightbill in
final brief before it was submita blogpost. “It was just a nice,
ted to the Supreme Court.”
generic alumni update about
In short, Brightbill and her
what I’ve been up to recently.”
team’s research investigated
Brightbill’s name and status

as a law student were printed
in the alumni updates, but the
editors decided against printing
any of the details of Brightbill’s
work in the DOMA decision.
Chief Communications
Officer Jen Allen prepared this
statement: “Covenant has a
long-standing editorial policy of
publishing content consistent
with our mission, purpose, and
core beliefs. We strive to be
consistent and deliberate as we
make editorial decisions based
on this policy.”
Brightbill’s work was not
consistent with Covenant’s
beliefs, so the magazine could
not publish her full update.
Printing the update would, in
spite of any kind of disclaimer,
associate the College with a
view of marriage that conflicts
with Covenant’s current position, as stated in The Statement
of Community Beliefs (available
on Covenant’s website).
Brightbill published her
thoughts on Covenant’s censorship on her blog, which has
been circulated through various
LGBT rights forums.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Emmett Gienapp at emmett.gienapp@covenant.edu.
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Divergent Review
by Emily Hoeksema
Imagine yourself trapped in a
glass cage with water flowing
into the enclosure but no outlet
for neither you nor the water to
escape. Imagine holding a gun
in your hand and being forced
to kill each and every one of
your family members. Imagine
being smothered by a flock of
vicious crows. Imagine correctly,
and you will find yourself in the
realms of the novel Divergent, a
#1 New York Times best-selling
story of a futuristic Chicago
civilization.
The author, Veronica Roth,
found her inspiration for the
book in various places: her
Psychology 101 class, the
song “Sweet Sacrifice” by
Evanescence, the Harry Potter
series, the play Agamemnon.
She paints a fascinating
picture of a dystopian world
where society is divided into
five factions: the Dauntless,

those who value courage and
bravery most; the Abegnation,
who prize selflessness above
all; the Candor, who uphold
honesty as the most important
virtue; the Amity, who seek
peace over everything else; and
the Erudite, whose thirst for
knowledge marks intelligence
as their most prized possession. On a given day each
year, all sixteen-year-olds take
an aptitude test that will tell
them for which faction they
are best suited. After receiving
the results of their test, they
must decide whether to remain
with their family or transfer
to a new faction. The main
character, Beatrice Prior, born
into an Abegnation family,
receives mixed test results
that identify her as a special
category known as Divergent,
which the other factions speak
of only in whispers because
of the danger the mystery
Divergents represent. After

transferring into the Dauntless
faction, leaving her family
behind, and changing her
name to Tris, the diminutive
teenager embarks on a journey
to discover who she truly is and
what being Divergent really
means. Along the way, she
inevitably forges friendships
and creates enemies who seek
to aid her or destroy her. Full of
danger, excitement, suspense,
romance, riddles, mysteries,
and surprises, Divergent will
keep you on the edge of your
seat, turning page after page
after page.
The main premise behind
the novel is that humanity has
tried to solve the problems
of history by focusing on the
specific virtues they think will
solve those problems. The
Dauntless blame cowardice for
past failures and so encourage
bravery. The Abegnation blame
greed and selfishness and focus
on serving others. The Candor

Apining.com

blame dishonesty and so focus
on telling the truth. The Amity
blame war and violence and so
seek peace. The Erudite blame
ignorance and look to gain as
much knowledge as possible.
While the novel’s society
does recognize that the evil
of human nature as a whole
is to blame, they each only
choose specific parts to hold
accountable. At one point, a
government leader states that
the factions mean purpose,
life, and survival. As the plot
progresses, however, the
factions reveal themselves to
be flawed and imperfect, just
as society has always been and
always will be due to man’s
sinful nature.
The story is full of violence,
bloody imagery, corrupt morals,
fraudulent philosophy, and
somewhat disturbing details.
It is not for young children or
the faint of heart to stomach.
Overwhelming cruelty, brutal

conflicts, vicious betrayals, and
barbaric action abound within
the leaves of Roth’s publication. Don’t be surprised by
children fighting children, firing
guns, wielding knives, beating
each other to bloody pulps,
or seeking to kill one another.
If you’ve read The Hunger
Games, you can read this book.
Divergent is a should-read,
but also a must-read with the
lens of a biblical worldview
and Christian discernment. It
contains some loosely-bound
Scriptural truths but many
societal fallacies as well; take
all of Roth’s imagery and
ideology in with a grain of salt.
By no means am I saying don’t
read the book at all. I’m simply
advising you to read with your
eyes open and your mind and
heart guarded, as you always
should.
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Inside Llewyn Davis Review
by Calvin Cummings
The Coen Brother’s give the creation of a cinematic and reminiscent space utter primacy in their
films. “What everyone here is
going for is to create an experience that could be had around
a campfire. Part of the power of
the early folk movement in the
sixties is that downtown New
York was America’s campfire,”
explains Chris Thile, mandolin
player for Nickel Creek, The
Punch Brothers, and recent
recipient of a MacArthur genius
grant. His comments bookend
the short trailer for Another Day,
Another Time: Celebrating the
Music of Inside Llewyn Davis, a
Showtime-aired performance
held in New York City’s Town
Hall. This performance showcased the work of folk artists
across several decades who
helped make the music for the

Coen Brothers’ most recent film,
Inside Llewyn Davis. The concert,
produced by T Bone Burnett
who also produced the Grammy
Award-winning soundtrack for
the Coen Brothers’ 2000 film
O Brother, Where Art Thou?,
featured such acts as the Avett
Brothers, the Milk Carton
Kids, Punch Brothers, Gillian
Welch, Jack White, and Marcus
Mumford among others. The
event’s purpose is in its title. It
was a celebration of a genre, of
a time, of a common ability to
feel over a tradition so recurrent.
The film is also a celebration of
this genre, telling a complex, at
times unattractive, story of how
something beautiful is created.
The film follows a week in
the life of homeless folk singer
Llewyn Davis (Oscar Isaac) who
is overshadowed by other more
‘suitable,’ palatable acts in
the early sixties folk scene of

Greenwich Village. The narrative
and aesthetic is fairly characteristic Coen Brothers—dark, bleak,
and sparse. The Coen Brothers’
do not add any fluff to their
medium’s dimensions. Every
revelation is only just enough
to carry the viewer into the
next scene, line, or, in this case,
song. The Coen Brothers seem
to relish in the manipulation of
the sonic features of their films.
There is a strange primacy to
both what is and isn’t heard,
enhancing the aesthetics of their
cinematography by the rhythm,
cadence, and tone of the presences and absences of dialogue,
music, and sound-bites. Their
films are the epitome of ‘talkies,’
unable to tell their story fully
if divorced from this acoustic
dimension. Think of O Brother,
Where Art Thou?, whose
soundtrack won Album of the
Year and Best Soundtrack at the

Grammys in 2002. No Country
for Old Men (2007) has not a
single external sound apart from
the dialogue and those characteristic of the landscape and the
action. Jeff Bridges’ dialogue in
True Grit (2010) is purposefully
incoherent. Rather obviously,
what one hears in these are as
important as it is in the Coen
Brothers’ most recent film,
Inside Llewyn Davis. However,
the music is not made to sound
necessitated by the premise,
as if the little ditties were just
serendipitous byproducts of
a nice story. The folk genre
anchors the story in a hopeful,
beautiful reiteration amongst
Llewyn’s tragic continuation of
failures—to be responsible, or
forgiving, to not sleep with his
friend’s wife.
And to speak in subjectivity,
the music is utterly moving. Yes,
there is something of partiality

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.
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to style here. If you don’t like
folk music, you won’t enjoy the
film. The resonance between
audience and film comes from
viscerality, from ephemeral
reaction to spot-on harmonies
that chart simple and common
despair. This is, in other words,
exactly what good folk music
does. Captured in the crooning
of Llewyn in a microphone is
the tragedy of a man in a rut.
He becomes the embodiment
of his genre after the last song
he sings in the closing scenes of
the film. He leans into the mic,
saying, ‘You’ve probably heard
that one before, but what the
hell...If it was never new, but it
never gets old, then it’s a folk
song.’ He is his commonplace
art—a misfortune sung by
many all equally unable to bring
themselves out of their repetitions.
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Too broke to tithe?
by Sarah Geile
“You cannot serve both God
and money” (Matthew 6:24,
ESV). “But if we have food and
clothing, with these we will be
content” (1 Timothy 6:8, ESV).
When I look into God’s
Word with fresh eyes, I am
often startled by things that
my Christian upbringing didn’t
prepare me for. As I read the
gospels over the first week
of break, God brought to my
attention a biblical theme
that had somehow evaded my
attention before, but which,
once seen, I could not unsee:
God does not call me to financial prosperity and security. I
saw, on every page it seemed,
appeals to God’s people to
care for the afflicted in their
carnal necessities. How had
this fundamental part of the
Christian life seemed so minor,
even optional, days before?
It was plain before my eyes.

God does not bless His people
with money to enable them to
live middle class, “American
Dream” lives including a
financially prosperous career,
2.5 college-educated children,
and retirement in Florida.
God may call some people
to this life, but I don’t want to
follow the culturally abetted
path just because it is natural
to do so. The way I use my
money matters to God, and he
wants me to compare what is
easy to what is right. Is it right
for me to keep so much money
to myself, both right now and
later in life? God’s monetary
generosity is intended to
inspire my own generosity
toward those less fortunate
than myself.
God does not command us
to care for the poor “as long
as you can leave some money
in savings,” or “after you finish
college and have a steadypaying job.” No. He says,

“Feed my sheep.”
1 John 3:17 says, “But if
anyone has the world’s goods
and sees his brother in need,
yet closes his heart against
him, how does God’s love
abide in him?” Money is a
means of extending the love of
Christ. Providing for the needy
is the gospel in action. Who
will listen to me if I claim to follow a God of lavish grace and
generosity, and yet refuse to be
generous myself? I am Christ’s
representative; am I reflecting
a Christ who is beneficent or
apathetic?
In asking myself these
questions, I’ve come to some
difficult conclusions. All my
life I’ve used my money for
the furtherance of my own
kingdom rather than God’s, for
my own glory rather than his.
While I have never considered
myself rich, I am rich; incredibly
so, compared to the majority of
the world. Yet I have scarcely

ever asked for God’s guidance in how I should use this
blessing. I have seen the Lord
hungry and given Him no food,
seen him thirsty and given Him
no drink, seen him naked and
did not clothe Him.
I have been the rich man
depicted in Luke 12:19-21,
“And I will say to my soul,
‘Soul, you have ample goods
laid up for many years; relax,
eat, drink, be merry.’ But
God said to him, ‘Fool! This
night your soul is required of
you, and the things you have
prepared, whose will they
be?’ So is the one who lays up
treasure for himself and is not
rich toward God.”
I urge you all to consider
these things and strive to
understand God’s will in this
matter. I have begun a halting attempt to surrender my
money, my possessions, and
my expectations to God. And
I will warn you, it hurts. I am

constantly amazed at the way
dying to self takes on more and
more meaning in the Christian
walk. Sometimes it means
eating off-brand Great Hall
cereal for dinner. Sometimes it
means paying attention to the
woman standing on the curb
with a cardboard sign. Sometimes it means repenting of
and mourning over the gaping,
careless mistakes I have made
with my money. Sometimes
it means wearing the clothes
I don’t like instead of buying
new ones. Sometimes it means,
simply, tithing, no matter how
low the balance in my bank
account may be.
Matthew 19:21 compels
us to live lives of sacrifice for
Christ: “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess
and give to the poor, and you
will have treasure in heaven;
and come, follow me.”

Companies like Verizon want
the ability to treat some content
as unneutral, especially the
content that takes up a large
share of web traffic. Without net
neutrality, ISPs can charge sites
such as Netflix extra to use the
ISP to reach consumers. Unfortunately, Netflix is not going to
swallow these extra costs; they
are going to pass them on to
you. Google, Amazon, Hulu,
any sites that command large
amounts of internet traffic could
become more expensive. Sites
that do not pay will become
super slow or even not be
offered by the ISP at all. Any and
all video streaming (including the
Stephen Colbert clips I watched
to research this topic) would be
most affected.
The ISPs argue that the more
data a website uses, the more
the website should pay, just
like the house that uses more
electricity pays more than the

house that uses less. They also
argue that with the added
revenue streams and more
flexible business models, they
will have the capital to fund
more innovation that will in turn
benefit the consumer.
Advocacy groups like Free Press
see things differently. The end
result of net neutrality, in their
eyes, will be two internets: an
expensive one where major players distribute content at the speed
of light, and a free one, where
ISPs will slow things down to a
crawl or perhaps a halt. Instead of
encouraging innovation, internet
startups will have little chance to
gain a footing. Net neutrality has
avid supporters because without
it, its supporters believe, the
future Googles and Amazons will
never see the light of day.
The Free Press has taken the
lead in controlling the passionate
supporters of “Viva el internet.”
The Verge reported on Thursday,

Jan. 30 that over one million
people have signed a petition
supporting net neutrality. The
petition was created only two
weeks ago by the Free Press,
following the decision by a
federal appeals court to strike
down important parts of the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) rules protecting the
policy. The federal appeals ruling
originated from a suit brought by
Verizon against the FCC.
The FCC has not given up on
net neutrality. They have not
specified how they will proceed,
but many are advocating for
“reclassification.” This strategy
would involve classifying the ISPs
in the same category as services
like telecom companies. The
FCC has a long history of strong
regulatory power over these
types of companies, so putting
the ISPs in with them could give
the FCC the power to reinstate
net neutrality. There is some

general consensus that the FCC
could fight to make reclassification acceptable to the courts, the
only question now is if they want
to. Chairman Tom Wheeler has
not ruled out the possibility of
pursuing reclassification, nor has
he endorsed it.
Net neutrality matters because
it prevents internet service providers from drastically revolutionizing the internet. No one can be
certain what the ISPs will do with
their new found freedom, but
anyone who streams video, plays
games, runs an online business
or even does academic research
online needs to be paying
attention. Our favorite pastimes
might become things of the past.
The powerful tool of the internet
could soon rest in the hands of
a select few. Hiding underneath
an inconspicuous title, net
neutrality is vital to the free and
innovative quality the internet
enjoys today.

Why net neutrality matters
by Conrad Meek
As far as I can tell, the average
news reader has not really taken
an interest in the topic of net
neutrality. On its very surface, the
name is not exciting. Neutrality
is boring, and “net” could mean
anything--tennis, fishing, basketball, who knows? Just as a start,
net neutrality should be renamed
“Viva el internet!” because
this would get more people
interested and because this more
accurately represents the passion
of net neutrality supporters.
Net neutrality describes an
internet that does not discriminate against any website or web
traffic. All content and communication is given equal treatment
and access under net neutrality.
Everything is “neutral.” No
content can be sped up, slowed
down, blocked or manipulated
in anyway by internet service
providers (ISPs).
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On my experience wiping tables
by Taylor Thornburg
The other night, I did something I’d never done before.
I volunteered with a couple
of hall mates to stay during
and after dinner to help the
dining hall workers clean and
rearrange tables. We offered to
help because Chartwells was
low on workers due to the bad
weather. It was a snow day, so
what else did I have to do for
the next couple of hours? While
I was there, I enjoyed myself
immensely while serving with
my hall mates. However, I was
convicted by a couple of things
and came away feeling guilty
about how I know I’ve acted in
the past in the dining hall. The
two main things I came away
with were the importance of
having respect for the dining
hall setting and also having

respects for its workers, in more
ways than one.
First, we need to treat the
dining hall environment well.
When I enter the Great Hall, I
scurry around to try and find
a table for my friends and me,
rearranging a couple tables in
the process if need be. When
I am finished eating, and
especially if I’m in a rush, I grab
a few dishes and leave the table.
End of story. I never thought
twice about it. Yet, last night
after observing people and after
being the one cleaning up the
forgotten dishes, wiping up spilt
liquids, and picking up food that
people had left, I realized how
messy and careless it was to
have that attitude. We are not
just consumers. Our mothers
taught us how to clean up the
dinner table! Just because it’s
the workers’ jobs to clean up

after us doesn’t mean we have
to be any less thoughtful and
clean while eating. Overall, have
consideration. It’s good to have
hall dinners and move tables
around every once in a while
to foster community, but move
them back when you’re done!
The workers have to do that
every night for hours after we
leave. In that way, we should
think twice about the mess
we leave behind for our fellow
image-bearers who have to
clean up after us.
This brings me to my second
realization: the Chartwells
employees work hard to keep our
dining hall clean and functional.
At 7 p.m. when the dining hall
closed, I expected people to leave
so that my hall mates and I could
finish cleaning up. We stood
around until 7:45 waiting for
people to leave. You might want

to say, “Yeah, but we’re allowed
to talk if we want after dinner;
it’s our mealtime.” But I want
to say that it’s unintentionally
being very inconsiderate. Think
about how you would feel if you
had to watch people sit around
your work when you can’t start
closing down until they leave; it’s
a large inconvenience for anyone
having to go through this. The
workers cleaning the Great
Hall (who have to wait until
everyone leaves) have families
or homework to get back to.
We can’t forget that the people
serving us have obligations and
other responsibilities. When we
stay in the Great Hall late, sure,
we’re having a good conversation that can’t be interrupted.
However, Carter Lobby exists for
a reason! Take your conversation
elsewhere, in love for the others
around you who are serving you

Thecurrent-online.com

and need to clock out from work.
In general, I realized that I
need to clean up my table, and I
don’t need to hang around until
late at night socializing when
employees are waiting on me
to go home. As a student body,
and more importantly as the
body of Christ, we need to have
a better attitude of consideration and respect for everyone
around us, especially those who
are serving and cleaning up
crumbs after us. Overall, have
respect. Be clean. Pick up your
dirty napkins, for goodness
sake. Just because we are
college students and/or adults, it
doesn’t mean we have to forget
our manners at the expense of
disrespecting someone else. Set
good housekeeping and eating
habits, and more importantly,
love your neighbor as yourself.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Lynae Rockwell lynae.rockwell@covenant.edu.
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Battling Multiple Sclerosis: Dick Lindeman talks to athletes
by Ruth Terry
On Jan. 21, Covenant athletes
were encouraged to attend a
talk by Mr. Richard “Dick” Lindeman, a local Lookout Mountain
resident. As many capable,
strong athletes entered Barnes
gym, their gazes were directed
to a dependent man sitting in a
wheelchair in the middle of the
gym.
Mr. Dick Lindeman was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis in
1988. He is now no longer able
to stand by himself, use the
bathroom, or move from the
waist down (although recently
he has regained a little feeling
in his toes.) He is blind in his
left eye, has limited mobility in
his arms and is unable to pick
things up unassisted. He is
married and has three children,
but cannot do many of the
things that most fathers would
do with their families. Formerly a three sport star college
athlete at Rhodes College, Dick

can now barely move his neck
from side to side. Several
men on the soccer team and
around campus assist Dick
with basic daily tasks. Roy
Anderson has recruited several
guys and has created a rotating
schedule that ensures that
Dick has sufficient help in the
morning and at night. There
are days when the guys may
not arrive in time to help Dick
to the bathroom, or when
Dick is mid-conversation with
someone on the phone, but his
earpiece falls and he is unable
to continue the conversation
until someone arrives to pick it
up for him.
During the afternoon, Dick
is left alone with a sandwich
in hand that he can eat when
needed. However, during his
extensive alone time, Dick has
discovered a very good way he
can spend his time--in prayer.
Dick has an extremely active
prayer life, spending much of his
wheelchair bound time in prayer

for others. During his time
with the athletes, Dick offered
his email address to everyone,
opening his inbox to any prayer
requests students might have.
After listening to Dick speak,
and after speaking with him
afterwards, I was reminded of
the simple experiences we gain
from engaging in relationship
with someone. Too often, we
are exposed to the suffering
of others and either minimize
it saying, “Well, it could be
worse.” Or, we moralize it by
saying that “Because God is
using it for his glory, it must be
a good thing in itself.” We can
walk away from situations like
Dick’s without fully recognizing
the depth of sorrow or suffering.
After all, it is very moving to see
a man who has experienced so
much loss and can still say that
God is faithful. But I know that
I quickly forget how much pain
and questions they continue to
endure on a daily basis.
Dick has learned quite a lot

since contracting MS, and he
shared some of those lessons
with us. He warned us against
placing our identity in what
we do, produce, or perform;
instead, we ought to find our
identity in who we are as Christians, remembering, “When I’m
weak, then God is strong.”
After Dick finished speaking,
I watched Hudson Brock move
him from one chair to another,
place his hands in the correct
positions, and move a bag full
of urine to a different position.
I asked Dick, “Dick, how do
you grieve this disease you have
while still trusting God?”
In his slow, slurred speech, he
answered me, “Oh it’s a s***ty
disease…sitting in this chair all
day, it hurts your butt!” Yes.
Real raw honesty.
“It’s hard,” he said.
Despite God’s faithfulness,
sovereignty, and the good
that he has brought from the
situation, MS is horrible and will
never be a good thing in itself.

Being stuck in a wheelchair is
not how life is supposed to be.
A 6’3” man who once starred
in three college sports is now
unable to throw a football with
his own son, who is looking to
play football in college. Yet, Dick
was still able to say, “You’re
sovereign, you’re consistent and
we know you love us and that
alone never changes.”
There will be a day when
sorrow goes away. To live is
Christ; to die is gain. We as
Christians are called to embrace
the tension of a suffering savior
and a resurrected Lord. We are
called to weep with those who
weep and rejoice with those
who rejoice. Dick reminded me
of that by refusing to deny his
sorrow.
If you are interested in being placed
on Dick’s prayer list, email him at
lindeman.richard1@gmail.com. If
you are interested in assisting Dick
at his home, email Roy Anderson at
roy.anderson@covenant.edu.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Grace Hooper at grace.hooper@covenant.edu.

