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CHA library
looks forward
by Sam Moreland

and recommend expulsion to
the administration. Students
have the right to an appeals
process, presenting before the
Chief Academic Officer, the
Academic Standards Committee,
and then the President.
Last year, Dr. Follett and
others realized that the penalties
and procedures needed to be
explained clearly to students.
“Last year there were a couple
of incidents where somebody
didn’t fess up even though the
evidence was blatant and there
was even a recurrence of this
from a student which showed
us there was a hole in how to

Visiting your local library has
never been so exciting. Recently,
the Chattanooga Public Library
has been rapidly developing
into a technological ‘hub’ in
the city due to the efforts of a
specialized staff who have heard
and acted on the needs of their
community.
“As at least temporary
residents of the Greater Chattanooga area, I think Covenant
students should do all they can
to develop an awareness of this
place, its people, and the issues
they care about,” said Professor
of History Dr. Jay Green, who
requires students to go to Chattanooga Public Library as part of
his Introduction to History class.
“[The library] draws a wonderful cross-section of the whole
broader community, and it
supports a great many programs
that reflect interests and needs
within the area.”
The library currently employs
several individuals who see its
revitalization as a necessity and
who have been taking steps to
build that public resource. This
year, Executive Director Corinne
Hill was named the 2014 Librarian of the Year by the Library

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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by Stephen McKerihan
The opportunity has come to be
part of an international network
of young leaders, innovators
and businessmen in Chattanooga. The Sandbox program,
a mobile society gathering the
world’s under-30 gamechangers,
has recently announced its
intentions to create a hub in
Chattanooga, Tennessee.
“Sandbox is all about
bringing talented, diverse,
driven people from all over the
world together. Ideally, those
people become friends, help
each other out, and through
their collaboration, change the
world,” said Covenant alumnus Isaiah Smallman ‘11, who
is helping to start the Sandbox
program in Chattanooga.
With 1,000 members in
more than 80 countries across
five continents, Sandbox
is a massive project, with
opportunities for its members
spanning the globe. The hub
in Chattanooga will be run
by local leaders and will be
available to young people and
students who are accepted in
the program and under the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Changes in plagiarism policy
by Henry Overos
Covenant College faculty will be
finalizing a proposed revision to
the institution’s plagiarism section of the Student Handbook
next week.
The proposed changes may be
officially passed as soon as Feb.
4, though the final wording of
the change is subject to change
until then. The policy change
will clarify the procedures
and penalties for cheating or
plagiarizing.
“The penalty section has not
been developed because there
have not been too many cases
of plagiarism,” said Dr. Follett,

professor of history and member
of the Academic Standards
Committee. “Usually a student
at Covenant College just admits
they plagiarized.”
The current penalties for
plagiarism and cheating outline
four steps which instructors
should take if they find evidence
of cheating.
Covenant’s policy dictates that
a professor must discuss the act
with his or her student and then
has the right to fail the student
on his or her plagiarized assignment or the course. If the matter
is deemed significant enough, a
department may pass the case
to the Office of Academic Affairs
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Faculty Profile: Tianna Buckwalter
by Christina Schuman
Tianna Buckwalter doesn’t just
“make things pretty.” Hailing
from a small town in Alaska,
and raised in a cozy quonset hut
with no computers or television,
Tianna was driven to engage
her creativity from a young age.
Her life has been a whirlwind of
fascinating endeavors in design
(and hammocks) that have led
her to the scenic city of Chattanooga and to teach a design
class at Covenant College.
During her teenage years,
she interned at a few lessthan-ideal design positions,
but dreamed of bigger and
better things than Photoshopping blood off of fish. After
graduating with a design
degree from Bethel College in
Indiana, Tianna moved back to
Alaska and interned at a print-

Plagarism policy
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

proceed on multiple incidents
[of academic dishonesty],” said
Follett.
The proposal adds specific
actions that faculty should take
when dealing with a cheating
student. The biggest change is a
new subsection in the handbook
that explains the punishments
for multiple violations and
egregious plagiarism. Upon

ing shop, where she gained
invaluable experience and a
tangible idea of how design
applied in real life.
“I probably learned more
from that internship than I
learned the whole time I was
in college,” she said.
Her next chapter began
when she joined international
floating charity Mercy Ships for
six years. She began in their
discipleship-training program,
but transferred aboard the
Anastasis to work for their
communications department,
which “functioned like a
miniature news team” and
covered activities on the ship
to report back to headquarters.
After three years on the
Anastasis, which traveled
primarily to West Africa and
Europe, Tianna moved ashore
to a charming old home in the

beautiful Swiss countryside,
and continued her work with
Mercy Ships in their international fundraising department
as a creative director.
Post-Switzerland, she moved
back to the States for four
months and freelanced, staying
mostly in Washington D.C. Her
clients included IJM, Global
Citizen Year, and Charity Water
(she designed their original
logo). Though freelancing
gave her the ability to work
from her laptop and travel
the globe, she had always
been attracted to working
for non-profit organizations
with a global perspective. She
believes strongly in the “inextricable link between economic
development and solving
some of the world’s big social
problems,” and this passion
led her randomly (read: provi-

dentially) to Chattanooga. She
connected with Paul Rustand,
an influential Chattanooga
designer who has helped rebrand the city. Through Paul,
she met other local Creatives
and began her current job at
the Company Lab (Co. Lab) in
downtown Chattanooga.
Staying true to her creative
roots, Tianna is head of the
visual communications department at Co. Lab. There, she
manages all visual aspects of
Co. Lab’s brands, events, and
creative themes. Co. Lab’s mission is to serve entrepreneurs
and help startups succeed. A
creative hub, Co. Lab serves as
a means of communication for
Chattanooga’s artists, and has
been a rich resource for Tianna
to collab (pun intended) with
other Creatives.
“Chattanooga has an incred-

ible wealth of really talented
people,” and Tianna finds that
being surrounded by other
skilled artists encourages her
to continue growing.
Through connections with
Covenant alumni at Co. Lab,
Tianna took the opportunity to
teach a communication design
course here at Covenant, and
has a desire to share what she
loves doing with others--which
goes deeper than simply
“making things pretty.” Her
adventurous life has taken
her across the world and back
again, and has brought her to
this humble mountain, where
the Covenant community is
grateful to have her.
Oh, and she owns a hammock company (colorcloudhammocks.com).

reviewing evidence of cheating,
the Academic Standards Committee can recommend one of
three actions: punishments on
a case by case basis, immediate
suspension, or expulsion.
Covenant’s tighter rein on
plagiarism comes from the
deep-seated belief in honesty
in academic work that many
professors encourage.
“[A cheating student] isn’t
living up to our standards of
honesty,” said Dr. Follett.

Covenant College views
plagiarism and other forms of
academic dishonesty as a form
of deception and theft.
“I often tell classes you can
cheat somewhere else a lot
more cheaply than Covenant,”
said Follett.
Academic dishonesty has long
been a concern for U.S. colleges. A 2005 study by Professor
Donald L. McCabe of Rutgers
University surveyed 80,000
U.S. college students. The

study found that while 90% of
undergraduate students viewed
plagiarism and other forms of
cheating as immoral, one in five
students has cheated on a test
or exam in some form.
McCabe reports that professionals in various fields are
increasingly representing their
work incorrectly “can create the
belief that everyone cheats to
get ahead and… you’ll have to
do the same.”
While students can find entire

written papers on any subject
with a simple Google search,
McCabe found that cheating
most often takes the form of
“cut and paste” plagiarism,
where students don’t cite small
quotations found online.
“Universities may provide our
last chance to deliver a different
message to young adults,” said
McCabe.

Faculty Quote of the Week
“I already put GPS’s inside all of you”
-Morty in Senior Intergration Project
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The Verdict
Yes… to
putting all the
money on Mr.
Paws
No… way he’ll
lose

Sandbox makes waves
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

age of 30.
The idea for a Chattanoogabased Sandbox program began
in June 2013 when a group of
local entrepreneurs including
Isaiah Smallman, Tiffanie
Robinson, Meshal Lakhani,
and Toni Gemayel applied for
Sandbox’s next hub to be in
Chattanooga.
“We felt that Chattanooga
was a great choice for the
SB network because we
have amazing young leaders
here and the entrepreneurial
community is exploding. We

applied back in June and found
out in August that we were
accepted as one of 5 new
cities added to the Sandbox
network,” said Robinson.
These Sandbox leaders
will run local events in Chattanooga and help to establish
connections and relationships
between the members of
the organization. Essentially,
applicants will petition for
membership to a club, where
their personality and ideas
would be valued, and connected to those of others.
“It’s amazing to know that
if I show up in Paris I know
people. If I go to Rio, I can

NEWS 3

find some people I know and
hang out with them. It’s crazy
to be connected to this kind of
group,” said Smallman.
One of the focuses of the
organization is to find young
people who Smallman says,
“are still crazy enough to
try impossible things.” With
these sort of standards and
expectations, the connections
participants make are guaranteed to be creative, intelligent
and willing to help each other
accomplish goals.
Sandbox consists of leaders
and members that are highly
professional, intelligent, and
friendly. For example, about

one-third of Forbes Magazine’s
30 people under 30 were
Sandboxers from other hubs.
Becoming a Sandboxer
requires filling out an application and being accepted
to the program, which can
be found on the website.
The typical response time is
approximately five weeks, and
a recent announcement said
that around 10 new members
will be selected from all of the
applicants in Chattanooga.
Applications will reopen in
2015.
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Journal, a national publication
for library professionals that
annually names top libraries and
their leaders.
Hill has been recognized for
her efforts to revitalize the city’s
library system after being hired
in 2012. By seeking out and
compiling a team of talented
professionals, organizing community members, and gaining
the support of local businesses
like The Company Lab, she
began to cast a vision for the
once dusty and declining library.
The assembled team of library
professionals that Hill calls, “a
fine mix,” have started working
on projects to meet new goals.
These include incorporating
social media like Twitter, Facebook, and Flickr into their work.
Popular Material Specialist

Cathy Royal is the woman
behind the trending #mynextread. Her extensive knowledge
of books give her the ability to
suggest a book for a patron
after hearing three previouslyread books.
“I think #mynextread is like
a mental obstacle course, or
literary speed-Jeopardy, with
something more important that
money involved,” said Royal.
Assistant Director, Nate Hill is
another energetic member of
the team that has jump-started
the 4th Floor and turned an
attic of junk into a community
marketplace of information,
entrepreneurship, and passion
for knowledge.
Speaking about his co-workers
Nate Hill told the Library Journal,
“I think the chemistry we have
is absolutely essential to the
change that we’ve brought to
this place.”

Ms. Hill and her team have
succeeded in not only reviving
a failing library, but making it a
central hub of relevant creative
experimentation and learning.
Instead of building a collection
of rare books or academic
journal subscription, the library
has decided to let their collection be built by the community.
Ms. Hill said, “Here, if users
are looking for a book or an
item and can’t find it in the
library, we will buy it for them.
We don’t bother with any review
or evaluation, we just buy it. We
only require that the item be
new.”
Such a policy makes the library
more accessible to the general
public and hopefully will encourage residents to join in the
process of revitalization.
Another example of the
updating process which connects residents to one another is

the free one-gigabit-per-second
fiber Internet provided to
patrons. Chattanooga is the
first city to offer internet this
fast to residents and businesses,
something the library saw as
valuable for its guests.
Location-based renovations
include converting the fourth
floor storage into a technology
center and adding a coffee bar
named Shush behind Circulation.
Members have full access
to tools like a photo scanners,
3D printers, laser cutters, and
instructional services on how to
best utilize them. The teen and
children sections have added
video games and a sewing
machine after focus groups
suggested them as well—all
efforts by the library to remain
updated, relevant, and useful
over the next several years.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Emmett Gienapp at emmett.gienapp@covenant.edu.
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Beyoncé : More than sex and love
by Adrienne Siegenthaler
Beyoncé Knowles-Carter—
singer, actress, and superstarbar-none—released her fifth
studio album at midnight on
Dec. 13 while the entirety of
the Covenant community was
blissfully unaware and watching The Hobbit. Beyoncé, in
true, unparalleled style, opted
to forgo the typical pattern of
releasing singles and heavily
promoting an upcoming album,
chose instead to just drop it on
iTunes with no warning—like a
big, surprising glitter bomb (if
those exist). Her album, simply
titled Beyoncé, is a visual
album consisting of 14 songs
and 17 videos.
Musically, the album is the
most experimental and mature
that we have seen from Beyoncé
so far. Her voice can do anything,
alternating between deep, alto
growls; belting; breathy falsetto;
and rich vibrato. She even kind
of raps. And it’s awesome. But
after five No. 1 albums, the fact
that Beyoncé is making good
music is not particularly noteworthy. It is Beyoncé’s message
that is worth talking about.
Beyoncé is important because
this the singer’s most personal
and political album yet. It is her

declaration of herself, and she
has a lot to say.
This album contains a lot
of love, but not the kind that
we have come to expect from
pop music. Kenneth Tynan,
a non-Christian theatre critic
once wrote of C.S. Lewis, “How
thrilling he makes goodness
seem—how tangible and
radiant!” Forgive me for this
analogy, but Beyoncé does the
same thing for monogamy.
Beyoncé is a highly sexual album.
The appropriateness of viewing/
listening to its content will be
discussed later, but the fact
is that the album celebrates,
glorifies, and explicitly describes
sex between a man and woman
within the context of marriage.
Can you think of the last pop
song you heard that celebrated
mature, committed, long-term
love? Pop music glamorizes
cheap sex, infatuation, lust, and
even abuse. And love, if it is
ever found, doesn’t seem to last
long (Taylor Swift) or be worth it
(Taylor Swift). Beyoncé is an argument that these fickle, transient,
immature love stories don’t hold
a candle to the kind of love that
a man and woman can have
after years of marriage—going
through difficulty together,
becoming parents together, and

growing old together.
Beyoncé is much more than
just sex and love, though. It
is about being a woman. The
album begins with “Pretty
Hurts,” an anthem about
society’s suffocating standard
of physical perfection. Though
it seems to be a trite nod
from someone as beautiful as
Beyoncé, this message about
perfection is multi-layered and is
re-visited later in the album. In
“Haunted,” Beyoncé talks about
the professional risk of making
honest art, saying, “Soul not
for sale / Probably won’t make
no money off this, oh well /
Reap what you sow / Perfection
is so... Mm.” In “Mine,” she
mentions postpartum depression: “I’m not feeling like myself
since the baby.” In “Jealous,”
she sings about the jealousy
experienced in a relationship
and acknowledges the cycles of
failure and forgiveness in a committed love: “I’m just jealous /
I’m just human.” The final two
songs are stunning. “Heaven”
is a tribute to a miscarried child,
saying, “Heaven couldn’t wait
for you / So go on, go home.” It
ends with a section of the Lord’s
Prayer spoken in Spanish. The
last song on the album, “Blue,”
is a maternal love song to her

daughter Blue Ivy in which she
sings over and over, “Hold on
to me, hold on to me.” The
last thirty seconds are echoing
recordings of Blue speaking
with Beyonce’s soft vocals
layered over it.
The bulk of Beyonce’s
political message lies in the
track “***Flawless.” This song
contains an excerpt from feminist
writer Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie that defines Beyonce’s
understanding of feminism.
“***Flawless” revisits the theme
of perfection from “Pretty
Hurts,” but flips it on its head.
Beyoncé sings over and over, “I
woke up like this / I woke up
this / We flawless.” This song is
brilliant, because it is not just the
commonplace “Every woman is
beautiful” statement, but instead
a mockery at the expectation
for women to wake up looking flawless. We could never
actually “wake up like this.”
“***Flawless” goes beyond
pointing out the problem with
society’s expectations, it mocks
those expectations, and therefore
overcomes them.
Measuring Beyoncé against
Scripture shows that it is
progress, but it is not, clearly,
the definition of biblical
womanhood. I see common

Flickr.com

grace in Beyonce’s celebration
of monogamous love, her
adoration of motherhood,
and her acknowledgment
of society’s injustice towards
women. Drake has a song that
starts out by saying, “I know
girls love Beyoncé.” Well, this is
why. As a 21-year-old woman, I
need Beyoncé. I need songs that
celebrate a robust femininity. I
need to hear songs that confirm
that life doesn’t “end” with
marriage and motherhood. I
need constant confirmation that
the world’s standard of beauty
is twisted and unrealistic. I need
to laugh at that standard. But
I thank God that I don’t only
have Beyoncé. I can embrace
my God-given sexuality without
flaunting my body. I can, along
with Christ, mourn injustice
against women as a result of
the Fall without man-hating.
I can take ultimate comfort
in being a daughter of God
instead of just being a confident, liberated woman. Beyoncé
is a complex, beautiful, and
important album, particularly
for women, and, yes, even for
Christian women. Experience it
with thought, prayer, and the
understanding that it is going to
make you dance.
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You Are Here : Review
by Liz Simakoff
Bernard and Rachel Chadwick’s
most recent project, Sir Henry,
is a folk-rock band featuring
Rachel on guitar, Bernard on
drums, with both singing, often
in poignant harmony. The video
installation piece in the Kresge
Art Gallery gives a unique perspective on the recording of Set
You Free. Projected onto three
rough glass screens converging
into an imperfect triangle at
the center of the gallery, the
video gives fragmented glimpses
into the process of recording
from the each of the musicians
perspectives. Watching Rachel
and Bernard communicate
through a soundproof wall,
sometimes through headsets
and sometimes through the
mediation of the engineer
behind the glass, I couldn’t
help but feel enthralled. Video

work is almost impossible to
enter into from the beginning,
so from the second I put on
the headphones I was hooked,
trying to get my bearings. The
headphones isolate viewers from
all other sounds apart from the
video, forcing them to narrow
their focus onto the projected
lights spilling over the sides
of the glass. The white-box
gallery is dark except for three
projectors which glare onto the
frosted glass screens, so viewers
can see only the screen in front
of them and can hear only what
is going on in their leg of the
triangle.
Of all the moments the piece
captured, one in Bernard’s
section solidified the frustrations
of this process perfectly for me.
The viewer watches as the song
ends and Bernard begins to try
to figure out if his rhythm was
off during the end of the song

or not. (I’m pretty sure it was,
by the way.) As he tries to ask
Rachel and the engineer if it
was, it is obvious that he isn’t
satisfied with their answers.
He wonders out loud if they
need to go over it again, to put
the rhythm right if he got off.
Maybe it would help if they
listened to the last chorus, he
suggests, but quickly second
guesses himself realizing that
his suggestion might be counterproductive; studio time costs
money after all. He looks down,
even though only the engineer
and the camera can see him,
and starts to go over the song
in his head, closing his eyes and
mime drumming. While he does
this it is unclear to the viewer
if Rachel and the engineer
are talking or just waiting for
Bernard to re-enter the conversation. Eventually they all decide
to move on and just play the

song again. What was so telling
in this moment was that Bernard
makes it clear, and Rachel seems
to confirm, that the goal is not
a perfect, on-the-beat song,
but rather a reincarnation of
the song as they perform it on
their own time, with all of the
messiness and emotion and joy
that comes with that sound.
But the recording process is so
removed from that moment that
it is difficult to know if they got
it. What sound made it to the
recording?
As viewers struggle to understand exactly what is going on
they are forced to step into the
vision this duo is casting, and
attempt to determine where
they are in the creative process
and how they got there in the
first place. The unrest Bernard
displays speaks to a familiar
feeling in all of us, as we try to
exist in a time where location

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.

and communication are mediated through screens, and we
are constantly asking ourselves
questions of relevance and
place. While communication
may be more concise than ever,
it’s altogether more ubiquitous
and fragmented than in our
pre-internet days. Just as we
are surrounded by waves of
communication, or more often
miscommunication, we find
ourselves surrounded by screens,
watching but not really seeing.
You are Here explores the gaps
in our communication today and
what it is to be mediated. As
students pour into the gallery
this month they will find the
potential for honest conversation and thoughtful entertainment as they seek to understand
something which is both strange
and familiar.
The installation is up through
Feb. 22.

OPINIONS 6

Volume 60.14

THE BAGPIPE

Words fitly spoke
by Scott Hoelsema
“Dear Erik, you talk too
much.” This is how one of
my friends from high school
began signing another friend’s
yearbook. His words were in
jest, at least partially. In our
land of free speech, Twitter
feeds, Facebook statuses, and
countless blogs, words are
cheap and plentiful. We speak
thousands of words each day,
but what are we saying?
The Bible is not silent on the
subject of speech. James uses
striking analogies that illustrate
the power of our words: a
rudder that steers a ship, a
spark that sets a forest on fire.
His message is clear; he urges
us to be vigilant in what we
say. Our words carry weight
and can alter our course. James
writes that we should be “quick
to listen, slow to speak, and
slow to become angry.” Do we
heed this instruction today?
Do we listen before we speak
and carefully contemplate
our speech? Is God glorified
in hasty speech? Let us not
hesitate in giving a reason for
the hope that we have (1 Peter
3:15), but let us diligently guard

against abrupt and reckless
speech, which is so often
destructive.
One of my favorite proverbs
comes from Proverbs 25:11,
which reads, “A word fitly
spoken / is like apples of
gold in settings of silver.”
When used properly – at the
right time and in the right
way – words are beautiful.
This proverb beseeches us to
carefully examine our situation
and the consequences of our
speech so that what we say is
“fit.” The very next proverb,
though, reminds us that when
something ought to be said,
we should not be silent. “Like
a gold ring or an ornament of
gold / is a wise reprover to a
listening ear.” We are encouraged to speak up when some
wrong needs to be addressed.
Words of reproach are beautiful
and effective when they fall on
listening ears.
“Out of the abundance of the
heart, the mouth speaks,” Jesus
says in Matthew 12:34. He goes
on a few verses later, “On the
day of judgment people will
give account for every careless
word they speak.” This is a
solemn warning; Jesus takes

our speech seriously. Through
our speech we can glorify
Him or defame His righteous
name. Everything we say will be
brought to light and shown for
what it is: words of encouragement, self-glorifying words,
gossip, and rhapsodic praise.
The gravity of these words
of Jesus invokes several
introspective questions. What
sort of speech are we fostering
as a community? Humor is a
blessing from God that makes
the heart light. But is making
our speech “witty” actually
crowding out verbal recognition
and adoration of God and
His daily providence? Does an
excess of idle words belittle
God’s presence, yielding us deaf
to His working and calling?
On the other hand, elongated
silence is not a proper response
to a God who gave us mouths
and voices. He desires that we
worship Him with our words
and proclaim His goodness and
mercy abroad.
Dear reader, you talk too
much. Or at the least, you don’t
talk enough about the God
who gave you life and brought
you from darkness into His
wonderful light. This is some-

thing we need to encourage
each other in, myself included.
Together, let’s strive to make
our words fitly spoken, laced

with the truths of Scripture, and
saturated with the insurmountable love of God.

from the world and for various
different reasons, don’t easily
betray knowledge of their true
self to anyone else. Some hide
themselves instinctively, as they
have learned from past experiences of abuse or neglect. On
the other hand, some are eager
to open themselves without
hesitation, unburdened by the
fear that accompanies broken
expectations.
Although penetrating into
the depths of another person is
incredibly challenging, the value
of seeing another for their true
self is unmatched. It naturally
brings a much greater sense of
empathy into your view of that
person, allowing you to perceive

their struggles and uncertainties
with grace instead of judgment.
It also gives you great potential
to drive and encourage them as
they may require.
There is an incredible amount
of diversity amongst thinkers,
and this is part of what makes
truly knowing others so crucial.
Recognizing where this variety
in perspectives originates from
is one of the most important
things we can do to come to
know and love others for who
they are and not just for who we
perceive them to be. We each
hold truths within ourselves that
are also reflected in others, and
so the more we work at knowing and loving others, the more

our instinct will be to pardon
instead of condemn, and to
embrace instead of deny.
If we have faith in the kind of
love that decimates boundaries,
we will seek this wholeness in
understanding others, and seek
to be understood in wholeness
ourselves. If we all offered
ourselves to be understood, we
would have no option but to
learn from each other instead of
marginalizing what we do not
know. We would be empowered
to love, and to be loved, as a
people who have no fear, for
this life will surely demand
our entire being in the end. It
would be foolish to deny living
truthfully with each other while

we are alive. As Paul said to
the Ephesians and to the living
church, “Therefore, having put
away falsehood, let each one
of you speak the truth with his
neighbor, for we are members
one of another.”
We are entirely known by our
Father, and he loves us endlessly.
By his example, let us strive to
love each other endlessly as
we come to know brokenness
and grace through each other,
trusting that we will share the
wholeness of that love with one
another for eternity.

2.bp.blogspot.com

Knowing and being known
by Aaron Thaete
We each know a lot of people,
but I wonder if we really know
anyone. It’s not often that
people reveal the core of
themselves to others. The true
values another person holds are
often difficult to grasp, and it
takes time to get deep enough
into the perspective of another
person to really comprehend
how they view the world and
react to it. Our typical casual
interactions, even if they happen
very often, don’t dig deep
enough under the surface of the
outer image to bring the deeper
self to light. Oftentimes, people
intentionally shut themselves in
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Why the rush? Take hard classes
by Johnny Codington
I often hear Covenant students
talking about how to get the
highest grade in a class by doing
the bare minimum amount of
work required. In the weeks leading up to registration, it is common for students to say things
like, “Oh, this professor has less
work than this professor,” or, “He
might be better, but you’re going
to get a lower grade in the class.”
Don’t get me wrong; I am guilty
of the same thing. I am always
looking ahead at classes and
trying to decide which professors
might be “easier” than others.
But I’ve realized that I sacrifice
priceless teaching from professors
for a nicer looking transcript, and

that is not good.
This semester, I’ve felt convicted
that I am robbing myself by not
getting the most out of classes.
Taking easier classes over better
classes for the sake of my GPA
is wrong. More difficult classes
are typically not appealing to me,
but I can miss out on aspects
like better professors or richer
class experiences by taking easier
classes. When I think of “easier”
over “better” classes, core
curriculum like CHOW or Doctrine
come to mind. In these classes, a
better class rather than an easier
one might look like a professor
who promotes engaging discussion or makes himself available to
talking about issues that students
might have.

We as students are so blessed
to be going to a school like
Covenant that has a faculty who
is, for the most part, overqualified, and many of which have the
credentials to be teaching at a
more prestigious institution. We
have countless opportunities to
be poured into by amazing men
and women, yet we still tune out
in class and skip over readings.
Many of us have chosen “easier”
professors to take classes from,
just for the sake of our GPA.
What is the better choice: a fuller
experience or maybe a higher
grade? Why can’t we have both?
We rush through college, always
looking toward the diploma at
the end, but God didn’t put us at
Covenant to worry about how a

class might affect our final GPA.
In Matthew 6:34 Jesus says, “Do
not worry about tomorrow for
tomorrow will worry about itself.”
He knows all of our days before
we walk in them. This should be
an encouragement to us as we
seek to please Him and do His
will. This should encourage us in
our class choice.
I cannot believe God intended
for us to squander our time here.
That may sound harsh, but I also
know there are many students
who do try and get the full experience. I speak for myself when
I say that decisions I’ve made
regarding classes and professors
could have resulted in a fuller
class experience. While I want my
peers and elders to think of me as

a “good” student who strives for
a high GPA, this desire often leads
me to let valuable knowledge slip
through my fingers.
How do we get the full experience of college? We need to
challenge ourselves and each
other to strive for what’s best. A
class or a professor being “too
hard” should not be a deterrent
from taking the course. Let us be
proactive in living each day the
way God said in the Bible, and
not by wasting it, just wanting
the easy way out. Why rush what
could be such a rich four years?
So next time you’re choosing a
Doctrine class, ask yourself what
would be better rather than what
would be easiest.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Lynae Rockwell lynae.rockwell@covenant.edu.
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Winter Olympics 2014: Cause for excitement
by Chandler Shepherd
While most of the country is trying to escape the cold by staying
inside with hot chocolate and a
fire, some Americans are busy
battling the elements to prepare
for the 2014 Winter Olympics,
which will take place in Sochi,
Russia from Feb. 7-23.
Every two years, athletes
from across the globe come
together to unify the world
through sports in the Summer
and Winter Games. The Olympic
Games are a tradition tracing
back to ancient Greece and have
been regulated in the modern
world since the 17th Century.
The Winter Olympics have been
integrated into the Olympic
Game rotation since 1924.
The Sochi Games are the first
time the Russian Federation has
ever hosted a Winter Olympics.
The motto for the Sochi games
is: “Hot. Cool. Yours.” “Hot”
and “Cool” are representative of
Russia’s dynamic new approach
to the winter games. “Yours” is
the constant factor which bonds
all the athletes together.
This year, 88 nations will be

represented at the games, with
over 2,500 athletes participating. The Winter Olympics will
include a total of 98 events
in 15 different sports. Twelve
of these events are new to
the Winter Olympics this
year. The new events include
a mixed biathlon relay, team
figure skating mixed, luge
team relay mixed, men’s and
women’s ski halfpipe, men’s
and women’s ski slopestyle,
men’s and women’s snowboard
slopestyle, men and women’s
parallel snowboard slalom, and
women’s ski jumping.
Although the Winter Olympic
Games are not the most
popular sports to play in every
part of the world, many people,
Covenant students included,
enjoy watching them because
they are rarely televised.
Senior Kiaira Cooper said,
“I’m looking forward to seeing
all the winter USA athletes
compete in what they love…
sports that I don’t normally get
to experience.”
Some sports in the Winter
Games are more popular
than others. Among the more

popular sports is snowboarding
with its 1080s and occasional
wipeouts. Junior Ian Meredith
says he is not sure if he is
excited for the Winter Olympics, but he will “probably
watch to see the occasional
skier wipe out.”
Ice skating is another popular
winter sport.
“There are always really cool
tricks performed that blow my
mind,” said freshman Jordan
Brett. “These guys and girls are
ultimate athletes, they perform
their sport in freezing cold
temperatures.”
Although the temperatures
may be cold, the U.S. athletes
will be warm and look sharp
in their red, white, and blue
uniforms made by Nike and
Ralph Lauren. Each team will
have their own uniforms for
competition, made by a variety
of manufacturers. Burton is the
snowboarding team’s uniform
manufacturer. Under Armour
supplies the luge, skeleton,
bobsled, and other downhill
teams. The ski freestyle teams
will go for gold in their Columbia Sportswear uniforms.

mpora.com

Not only will the U.S. team
look good, they have high
chances of taking home a number of medals. After placing
third in the final medal standings of the 2010 Vancouver
Games, The U.S. is expected to
perform at the same level with

improvements as many athletes
return to the U.S. lineup.
To get to know the athletes
and understand some basic
rules of each sport visit teamusa.org.

Scots Spotlight: Aleigha Williams
by Grace Hooper
Year: Freshman
Hometown: Antioch, TN
Sport: Basketball
Position: Guard
Major: Biology
How long have you played
basketball?
I've been playing basketball ever
since the third grade.
What/who got you to start
playing basketball?
I don't really think anybody
got me to start playing. I just
wanted to do a lot of sports
when I was a kid and basketball
was one of them.
What’s your favorite

tradition of the lady Scots’
basketball team?
Well the only one I know of is
when we get together before
our very first game of the season
and watch Coach Carter.

behalf. Anyone who believes in
Jesus Christ, God's Son, will be
saved. It gives us the glorious
hope of eternal life in Heaven
through the love of God and
death of Jesus Christ.

What do you do to get
pumped up for games?
I just usually listen to music.

What is something about
you that most people don’t
know?
I LOVE Justin Bieber and I blame
Selena for ALL of his actions!

What’s your favorite Bible
verse and why?
John 3:16. I like this verse
because I feel like no other verse
in the Bible so bluntly summarizes God's relationship with
humanity the way of salvation.
this verse tells us of the love
God has for us and the extent
of that love, so great that he
sacrificed His only Son on our

Who do you look up to most
and why?
My mom because she's been
through so much and through it
all she was still able to worship
God and thank Him for everything she has and what He's
done for her. I feel like her faith
in God has gotten stronger since

Covenant Athletics

then and I could really learn
from that.
If you played any other
collegiate sport what would
it be?
Softball.

thing you've ever done?
My hall always pulls pranks on
other people and blames them
on me.
Sean White or Ryan Lochte?
RYAN LOCHTE!!!

What is the most exciting

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Grace Hooper at grace.hooper@covenant.edu.

