Vol. 14, No. 1

A Newsletter for Alumni, Trustees, Pastors and Friends

Fall 1990

Computer Science Alumni Find Fulfillment in Challenging Careers
By Nicky Ockeloen

Is it realistic for a Covenant graduate to leave
Lookout Mountain expecting to find challenging, fulfilling work that pays $25K or more
their first year on the job?
It is if he or she majored in information and
computer science, or res.
"Since the program's inception six years ago,
we've had 28 graduates with median starting
salaries around S28,000," said Dr. Sizemore,
professor of computer science.
The ICS major, combining theory and prac -

tice, gives students the application tools needed
to develop large scale software applications.
The major involves 44 semester hours of course
work, including laboratory and practicum
experience.

"Their present computer system will run out
of horsepower, so they're looking for a costefficient computer system that will help them
grow and be a more effective business," said
Easterbrook.
Easterbrook was previously a consultant for
Price Waterhouse, one of the six largest public
accounting firms. Price Waterhouse is heavily
involved in advisory services, in addition to
auditing and tax services.
Another res alumnus is Eric Folbrecht, a
computer programmer for Ashton-Tate Corporation in Altadena, California.
"I program and maintain software in thedBase®
language," said Folbrecht, who graduated from
Covenant in 1988.
d.Buc.• ll a registered tradem.a.rk of~ Ashton-Tale Corpora.hon .

Folbrecht's colleague at Ashton-Tate is Tim
Baum, who also graduated from Covenant
with an res major. Like Folbrecht, Baum is a
computer programmer.

marketing at Automated Process Control.
It's a high-tech firm producing compu Ler chips
used in automating industrial machinery," said
Leslie Clinton.

A third link to Ashton-Tate is Jeff Clinton, of
Jackson, Miss., a 1985 ICS Covenant alumnus. Clinton was a computer programmer at
Ashton-Tate for three years before going on Lo
graduate school.

Applications using Automated Process
Control's computer chips include automation
of plant assembly lines and temperature control in office buildings.

"My husband, Jeff, recently graduated from
Duke with an M.B.A. After working at Ashton-Tate, he became an independent consultant doing dBase® programming for clients
ranging from BlueCross-BlueShield to Gibraltar Savings & Loan," said Leslie Clinton, who
also maJorcd m JCS at Covenant.
"Jeff 1s the new vice president of sales and

"Our alumni are living proof that the ICS
major prepared them for challenging careers
in systems analysis, database administration,
systems programming and more," said Dr.
Chuck Thomas, professor of computer science.

On a different note, Aaron Cubbage is a software engineer for Systems Technology Associates, a subcontractor for the federal government in Hillsborough, N .C.
"Right now, I'm working on a language and
speakerrecognition system targeted to various
systems in government," said Cubbage, who
graduated in 1988.
Cubbage's Systems Technology firm represents a small segment of the computer science
industry involved in speech-sound recognition.
"My firm teaches a computer to act like the
human brain and pattern recognition systems.
We recognize speech-sound data and create a
pattern out of that data," Cubbage said.

Thomas and Sizemore say that Covenant's
computer science graduates have no problem
obtaining careers in Fortune 500 companies,
such as IBM, Digital Equipment Corporation
(DEC), Eastman Kodak and AT&T.

"The application is generally security. We
recognize people audibly based on their voice.
Like a fingerprint, a voiceprint identifies who
a person is," Cubbage explained.

One res alumnus-Erik Easterbrook-is technical services manager for DEC midrange
systems at Forrest Ford Consultants in Maryland Heights, Mo.

Another ICS graduate is Jennifer Lewandowski, who completed her studies this past May
and now works for AT&T as a systems consultant. Lewandowski is one of several res
alumni who believes Covenant College prepared her for a fulfilling career in computer
science.

"I act as a quality assurance advisor and project manager, yet I'm also marketed as a consultant," said Easterbrook, who graduated from
Covenant in 1985.
Recently, Easterbrook acted as a management
consultant for a Fortune 500 company in St.
Louis, Mo. He developed a strategic longrange systems capacity plan involving DEC
and multi-vendor platforms.

ICS Major Prepared Them For a Career
When computer science alumni were asked if
their education prepared them for a career, the
answer was a resounding "Yes!"

As follow-up work, Easterbrook developed a
complete design for a project tracking system
and later acted as a quality assurance supervisor for its construction.

"I admit to being skeptical with the computer
science program at first," said Easterbrook.
"Being a smaller college, I wasn't sure if they
could provide me with the right level of teaching. But r came out fully prepared for the
business world," Easterbrook said.

"We provided [the company] with a plan to
give them the most cost-efficient migration
path to computer platforms that would realize
growth and economies of scale," said Easterbrook, explaining the benefits of a strategic
system.
"Over a three- to five-year period, [the company) would realize some economies of scale,"
Easterbrook said.

The computer chip is even used in cars, where
computer chip technology replaces the entire
traditional wiring system.

"I couldn't have gotten th.is job without my
degree," said Leslie Clinton, a former software tester for the SAS Institute in Cary, N.C.

Rob Rowton, Mark Duble and Rory Ramsey work on microcomputer applications int he
student computer lab. The lab holds 20 IBM PC-compatible microcomputers.

Continued on page three
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No Rest for Admissions Counseling !
An Inside Look at the Agenda of NickArnett, Director of Admissions
It's been a busy, lonesome summer!
May was full of work and excitement as we
hosted a national conference of admissions
personnel from Christian colleges across Lhe
nation. TL was four days of seminars, fun and
food-will, help from Covenant's conference

From th e l~ditor
You arc holding the new fall issue of the
1990 -9 1 Courier!
Much preparation went into Lhis issue: writing, interviewing, verifying information,
photography, layout ru1d proofreading. As
you can sec, there arc plenty of changes.
The new fall Courier is different in size,
content, formal and style.
In keeping with college litcrnturc trends, our
ncwslcucr is now an l lxl7 tabloid. Our
new size allows us to increase our content,
with more articles per page. Our expanded
eight-page format allows us to introduce
several new colnmns that T hope will become regular features of Lhis newsletter.
One new column, "On Being Reformed," is
a theological discussion between two Covenant professors. ln this issue, Dr. Foreman
talks about hi. sLrugglc lo develop a reformed philosophy of education. In response, Dr. Lambert rc0ccls upon the spiritual pilgrimage that each of us goes Lhrough.
Perhaps "On Being Reformed" will get us
thinking about reformation and living out a
Christirui world view.
AnoLhcr aniclc worlh checking into is the
cover sLory on computer science alu1rn1i.
Their success stories testify to the value and
power of a Covenant College education.
The alumni being imcrvicwed were probed
wiLh critical questions: Did the computer
. cicnce major prepare you for your career?
Whal classes helped you the most? Do you
have any aclvru,tagcs over graduates of technical schools, ruid how was your academic
preparation different?

Nick Arnell loves his wife Suzanne.

department and A.R .A. cafeteria services.
In June, Lllrce of our admissions counselors-Al DeHart, Teresa Plancy and J.C. Upton-moved on to other positions. Al and Teresa
boLll went to Florida. Al is now doing youLll
ministry in Ocala, Fla., and Teresa is a college

choicecounselorin FonLaudcrdale.J.C. Upton
left Lhe recruiting jungle to become Covenant's
director of mulLiculLural affairs. To keep up
with hot prospects, we broughL in three new
tigers: LedaCamak,Bob Haley and Matt Vos.
They help me keep a lookouL for prospective
students.
Let me tell you, I haven't been myself Lliis
summer! My wife, Suzruinc, left me. She Look
27 high school students to Denia, Spain, will,
Teen Missions International (T.M.I.). Wilh
Lhc help of three other adult leaders, Lhey built
missionary homes and did street ministry. She
was gone for ten weeks! I know she was serving LheLord but I really missed her. Every day,
I would count how mruiy more days till she
would return. At Limes, I missed her so much
my body physically ached. My sons, John ruid
Mark, were good company. This is John's last
year at Covenant ruid Mark is a senior at
Chattanooga Christian School. They helped
me through the misery and have really been a
blessing. Anyway, Suzanne is back now ruid
ll1ings arc bell.er Lhrui ever.
Diel I mention that I went Lo Spain this summer? For four days in July, I gave seminars at
T.M.I. boot crunp. It was rough, getting up at
6 a.m. every morning ruid Lhen givi ng seminars
all day into ll1c evening, but it was worlh every
minute of it. In some ways, I'm glad summer
is behind me.
July and August were tense monLlis, cailing
and writing new studcms. In admissions , we
prayed for new ruicl returning students and
gave counsel in hopes of relieving anxiety ruid
fear of the unknown.
In August, we did a lot of planning, teachi ng
ruid gearing up for the next full year of
recruiting. Believe me, there is no rest for
admissions counseling!
This month, we 're traveling to Atlanta,Knoxville, Birmingham, Nashville, Chauanooga ru,d
more. If you live within a 250-mile radius of
Covcn~nt Cn\kge, lhc "ro'lclics" will do their
best to catch up will, you at church, school ,
home or a college fair!

I would also like to introduce you Lo 12 new
faculty and staff people! Some of Lhc new
position arc promotions. Get to know Lhesc
people; you· 11 be hearing more of them in
the future.
Perhaps [ need L introduce myself! My
name is Nicky Ockclocn and I started working here in July. My office staff consists of
five hard -working students: Jonalhan Leal,
Scou Lucas, Jean Lundgren, Rena Marshall
and Bonnie Smill1. The guys arc federally
eligible work-study students pulling in 10
hours a week; the girls arc practical workers
each helping out ll,rcc hours a week. These
students are a great blessing and service to
me. My office doesn't have a secretary, so
ll1c students do plenty of typing, proofing
and addressing envelopes!
I am also grateful for ll1c Courier committee. We had our first meeting in August, a
catered luncheon in President Brock's office. We reviewed agenda and talked about
ll1c article ideas. Several of them volunteered Lo be proofreaders . I have one honorary proofreader: John Bultcn. He is a freshman from Boynton Beach, Fla., who came
LO Covenant to study computer cicnce.
Would you believe Lhat he enjoys proofreading every bit of my final copy before
going to pre ·s-- and doesn't charge a fee? It's
Lruc. l really appreciate his efforts.

A Ti1ne of Beginnings
Abo,,e: Student leaders help freshmen and
Lrans[cr students unload all their worldly belongings. Leaning on ll1c cart is Jane McCallum, Thom editor. To her immediate left is
Johanna Compton, women's basketball team
captain. Unpacking the car trunk in the background is Ru Ly Miller, who works with World
Christian Fellowship.

Left: Faculty don cap and gown for the August
1990 convocation, at which Cal Thomas, renowned journalist, wa guest speaker. Thomas encouraged studems to consider Llie evil
Lhat one mrui -- Saddrun Hu ssein--has done and
what Lhey could do as spirit-filled Christians
for God's glory.
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Balancing Theory and Practice

"
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Covenant's laboratory experiences help ICS
majors develop applied skills foruse in industry. In labs, students integrate theory and
practice by demonstrating actual production
software products.
When alumni were asked what their favorite
class was--or which class helped them the
most-the answer was frequently "Software
Engineering," or SE.
"SE best fulfils the computer science statement of purpose. All courses lead up to it,"
said alumnus Aaron Cubbage.

)

Steve Cordes and Dr. Doug Sizemore display themathematicalfunction known as "cowboy hat"
on SAS. They are inside the main computing facility located in the Barnes P.E. complex.
Continued from the front page
She worked for SAS for two years.
"Covenant taught me the basics on how to program software. I was introduced to the Structured Query Language (SQL) at Covenant.
It's been a foundation for my work al SAS,"
said Clinton, who graduated with the first ICS
class in 1985.

Another alumna who benefited from interpersonal aspects of computer science is Yukari
Takeda. After graduation, she became the
public relations officer at the Consulate of
Japan in Atlanta.
The Atlanta consulate is one of 14 Japanese
consulates in the USA, with branch headquarters in Washington, D.C.
"My job is mainly being a liaison between the
Japanese and American people," said Takeda,
who graduated from Covenant with the ICS
major in 1987.
"We issue passports to the Japanese and visas
to Americans working in Japan. We also
sponsor cultural events, ceremonies and visit
public schools to tell kids about Japan," Takeda
said.
Takeda was offered the consulate posit.ion
upon graduation.

Actual Software Engineering Projects
Eric Folbrecht recalls his first software engineering project: an automated grade book to
help faculty keep rrack of grades.
"With our automated grade book, we first had
to design it on paper. We mentally thought it
out before sitting down at the computer," said
Folbrecht.
"Then we put the program together in a timely
fashion, coding and debugging it. The last step
was dernonsrrating the product for the professor," Fo!brecht explained.
Aaron Cubbage's SE project was developing a
corn pu terized purchase order system for Coven ant.

I was one of several candidates for the job. My
advantage over the other candidates was my
visa situation; I had the right status. They were
also impressed with my four-year liberal arts
degree," said Takeda.

\

Folbrecht of Ashton-Tate agrees: "At Covenant, I learned the whole cycle on how to write
software, which is an important aspect of my
job. The major familiarized me with several
[computer] languages."
"The ICS major gave me the experience I
needed to adapt to whatever program I came
across," said Cubbage, agreeing with Folbrecht.
"Covenant gave me a blend of theoretical and
practical experience, teaching me a variety of
languages. The emphasis was on being able to
adapt to the ever-changing nature of software," Cubbage added.

"I learned a lot about interpersonal dynamics
by working in groups. It taught me to interact
with people and work with others," said Lewandowski. ·

Dr. Sizemore helps Dr. Baxter of the business
departmenJ with the primer.
"My group's design enabled the purchasing
director to get printed purchase orders without
using her typewriter, and keep a database at
hand," said Cubbage.

"Our system accepted a mathematical equation, analyzed it, graphed it and displayed it on
a 19-inch color screen," said Lewandowski.

ICS Major Versus Technical Schools
How is Covenant's computer science major
different from technical schools offering similar pro grams?
''The !CS program should not be confused
with data processing or traditional business
systems development, which some technical
schools provide," said Dr. Sizemore.

Aside from computer science expertise, several alumni felt the !CS major strengthened
their interpersonal and organizational skills.

Steve Cordes ofPeoria, Ill., is a junior majoring in JCS. He is the studenJ systems manager.

Cubbage said the ICS program was to his
liking but admits it isn't for everybody.
"Whether or not someone chooses Covenant
should depend on their goals. U they want to
be highly technical-like systems programming-their schooling should be narrow and
specific. In that case, choose a technical school.
But if a person wants a broad view of various
programs and applications---Covenant may
be be superior," Cubbage said.

Leslie Clinton believes Covenant' sICS graduates' main advantage over "tekkies" is a fouryear liberal arts degree.

Jennifer Lewandowski's SE project was a
mathematical equation-graphing system.

"Systems analysis, along with my senior integration project, taught me to do research,
analyze facts and verify information," Lewandowski said.

"Covenant professors srressed principles: why
a language acts the way it does, what sets a
language apart from others and how to specifically use that language," Lewandowski said.

"Those classes help me operate from a Christian world view," said Easterbrook.

Although Takeda is not specifically using her
computer science expertise, she feels she received a good education at Covenant.

Jennifer Lewandowski of AT&T says the ICS
major thoroughly prepared her for systems
consulting work. One specific course--Operating Systems-familiarized her with the
UNIX operating system, which runs on her
computer at work.

Students enjoy the microcomputers which
support Word.Perfect 5.1 word processing .

"The liberal arts curriculum I received at
Covenant, including the English classes, Biblical doctrine and philosophy of culture, are
areas I wouldn 'thave touched in a vocationaltechnical school," Easterbrook said.

"My father, Tsuneyoshi Takeda, is the pastor
at Westminster Japanese Church in Atlanta,"
Takeda said.

..,

.

Easterbrook feels his advantage over a "tekkie" is being well-rounded.

Takeda was born and raised in Japan. At age
13, she moved to Atlanta with her parents to
start a Japanese PCA church.

"The computer science major was difficult but
it taught me discipline. I switched majors midcourse-frorn elementary education to computer science--and crammed a lot of classes
into two years. Now I feel like I can accomplish anything," said Takeda.

"We know the basic building blocks of a
computer language, rather than one language
[comprehensively]. Some technical schools
train students in only one language, such as
Cobol. They become familiar with the principles, yet we learned how languages are
developed from scratch," reflected Lewandowski.

Software engineering is aone-sernestercourse
requiring the student Lo work within a group on
a major software project. The first half of the
course is devoted lo learning the software
development cycle. Students develop a systems analysis and specification for a software
product. The second half of the course involves the implementation of the software
product.

''There was an opening at the consulate so I
submitted a Japanese and English resume,
knowing I'd get an interview," said Takeda.

Million Afework and John Wyatt learn the
system on the networked microVAX II within
the student microcompuler lab .

Covenant's ICS program is different from
technical schools in that it balances theory and
practice, teaching students the theoretical foundation of computer science and demonstrating
those theoretical principles in the laboratory
with production-level software tools and applications.

"Some of the content overlaps, especially the
mechanics related to actual hardware, but that's
where the similarities end," Dr. Sizemore
explained.

''The only disadvantage is that few people
have ever heard of Covenant College," said
Clinton.
"Other schools have more name recognition.
But, in some cases, it's a conversation starter.
I tell them about my hands-on experience and
special relationships with professors," Clinton
said.
The individualized, one-on-one training and
close relationships with professors gave many
alumni the confidence and integrity needed to
start their careers.
"The transition from college to the business
world was made easier with the help of Dr.
Thomas, Dr. Sizemore, Professor [Chris]
Dodson and others," Easterbrook said.
With Covenant's help, computer science
alumni will continue to find fulfillment in
challenging careers.
Exposure to computer science theory, balanced with strategic applications, laboratory
experiences with individualized irLstruction,
and team projects-- add to this Covenant's liberal arts foundation and friendly faculty, and
you can see why Covenant's ICS alumni are
proud of their education.
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Class of '61: David and Eleanor (Rowan
'63) Fiol are seeing the fruits of their labor at
Grace Academy in Dehra Dun, India. In July,
they hired new teachers and admitted new
students. They are requesting help in building
their school library. If you have any used
children's books (science, travel, devotional,
etc.), send them library rate to the Fiols at
Grace Academy, c/o PTS, 51-C Rajpur Rd.,
Dehra Dun U.P. 248001, India.
Class of '62: Larry McHargue teaches botany, ecology and biology at Southern College.
He and his wife Lynne attend Calvary OPC in
La Mirada, Calif., where Lynne is the parttime church secretary. The McHargues have
three daughters: Sarah and Anne, students at
Southern College, and Nancy, a 10th-grader.
Class of '69: Anita Cape attends Kirksville
CollegeofOsteopathicMedicine in Kirksville,
Mo. Anita married but retained her maiden
nan1e. She has a 15-year-old daughter.
Class of '71: Rex and Jean (Harrison) Lieffers serve as career advisors to members of
Wycliffe Bible Translators throughout Asia.
Along with sons Scott, 9, and Ryan, 6, the
Lieffers live in Indonesia and Thailand, relocating every six months.
Class of '72: Chuck Holliday is pastor of
Wesuninister Presbyterian Church in Elgin,
Ill., which moved to a second building seating
600 with room for expansion to meet the needs
of a rapidly growing congregation. Jim and
Gali ta Coad returned home for the summer
from their missionary work in Mexico. They
have three daughters, Evalyn Grace, Wendy
and Michele. Randy Nabors continues to
pastor New City Fellowship now located at
Westminister Presbyterian Church in
Chattanooga. 0 Ii ver Trim iew completed his
third year of Leaching at Covenant and is involved in expanding Covenant's diversity to
meet our changing world. He is looking forward to a big reunion in two years. Paul and
Liz ('74) Meiners returned to Kenya after a
one-year home ministry assignment. They are
working with Mission 10 the World's team, the
rest of which is in Murau. Paul and Liz and
their five children are located in Nairobi, where
he is the associate director for Africa.
Class of '73: Stan and Linda (Schwab) Elgersma home-school their five children along
with restoring a large, old house on 40 acres of
land that enables them to care forothers. Linda
and Stan have a burden for needy families, and
are running a children's ministry in a local
church. Bruce and Cynthia Young announce the birth of their fifth child. Bruce is
teaching sixth grade at Woodlands Christian
School, while Cynthia is home-schooling their
two youngest children.
Class of '74: Don and Kathy (Holliday '75)
Beebe live in Elgin, Ill., where Don is principal ofWestminister Christian School. Westminister has an enrollment of 145 children in
K-8 with plans for 180 children this fall. A
highschoolis being planned for 1993. Carolyn
Sinclair attended theJulyreformationofWest
and East Germany, Switzerland and France,
and saw the Passion Play in Oberammergau.
Robert Smyth is theartisticdirector for Lamb's
Players and published a book entitled Developing a Drama Group.
Class of '75: Gordon and Jennifer Sluis
announce the birth of Hannah Ruth, born
December 1, 1989. Gordon is a pediatrician in
Vicksburg, Miss., and hopes to find a Christian pediatrician as a practice partner.
Class of '76: Rev. and Mrs. Donald Broadwater traveled to the Presbyterian Church of
Australia in July. Broadwater preached in
Coffs Harbour, 400 kilometers north of Sydney,
for three weeks. Brian and Liz (Strom) McRae live in Mundelein, Ill., with their children
David, Robert and Donna. Brian is a chemical
engineer and Liz is a part-time nurse. Maj or
and Mrs. Greg Morrison announce the birth
of their daughter, Joanna Celeste, on March
29, 1990. She joirts brothers Ben, 10, and Ian,
4. Mary A. (Dale) Slayer graduated from
Emory Nursing School and is living in Charlotte, N.C., where she works at Presbyterian
Hospital as director of infections control and
safety program.
Class of '77: Joanne Hedgespeth, Ph.D., is
the assistant professor of psychology at Pepperdine University in California. She is a licensed clinical psychologist and has a parttime private practice. Herbert and Susan
(Rose) Lea moved to Aix-en-Provence,
France, in August. Herb completed his master's at Wesuninister Seminary and will begin

Alulilni News & Notes
work on his doctorate. Susan is home-schooling Jirn, 10, Katie, 8, Jan, 9, Jenny, 7, and Kara,
2. Because of a seizure disorder Kara has, they
are unable to return as missionaries to Africa,
but hope to return by the time Kara is five years
old. Andrew and Mary Anna (Bullock '78)
Belz announce the birth of their daughter,
Adrienne Anne, born July 20, 1990. She joins
Adam,8,Max,5, andSamuel,3. Andrewand
Mary Anna teach at Cano Christian School, an
international boarding school in Walker, Ind.
Class of '78: Mike and Connie ('79) Gay
will be attending a conference in New Orleans,
La., for which Mike qualified because of sales
experience. Mike is currently in a management training program with Libery Life Insurance. Connie recently published her first articlein thelournalof Post-AnesthesiaNur ing.
Michael and Cathy (Hake) Howard announce the birth of their sixth child, born last
July. Cathy has been home-schooling for the
past five years and Michael manages Freebies
Restaurant in Elliot City, Md. Their oldest
child is in sixth grade. Bruce MacDonald
lives in Charlotte, N.C., where he has been
working as assistant district attorney for five
years since graduating from law school. Bill
and Judy ('76) i\lcDougall announce the
birth of their third daughter, Kacic Lane, on
February 9, 1990. Keith and Lynn (Howard)
Oglesby announce the birth of Katherine
Howard on May 5, 1990. Katherine joins
Lauren, 8, and William, 5. Keith is district
sales manager for Federal Express in Chicago,
where they have been living for two and a half
years.
Class of '79: Dill Hargrove (Quest) is the lead
systems analyst at Exxon Corporation inhuman
resources. Bill oversees the executive information and compensation system. The Exxon
Corporate headquarters were in cw York
City, but recently relocated to Dallas. Margaret and the children, Claire, Paul, James and
Mark, joined Bill in Dallas after spending the
summer at their Houston home. Bill has been
a consultant to Exxon for the past four years.
Margaret Pearson is a teacher at Covenant
Christian School in Long Island, N.Y. Dr.
Walter Il. "Chip" and Lorinda Hill recently
moved to Memphis, Tenn. Chip is working at
Buckman Laboratories; Lorinda is a homemaker raising their two children Jonathan, 7,
and Elizabeth, 3.
Class of '80: Jochen and Margie Becker
transferred to Lilly's European headquarters
in London, England. The family se11led in
Riclunond and both children, Chris and Carrie, are excited about the move. The Beckers
invite anyone visiting England to come and
see them. Ken and Beth (Canfield) Caudle
expect their second child this September. The
Caudles married on February 14, 1987, and
had their first child, Teddy, on February 14,
1989. They live in Greenville, S.C., where
Ken is systems analyst progran1mer and Beth
is a free-lance writer and homemaker. Eric
Clarke is an orthopedic resident for Erlanger
Hospital in Chattanooga. He and his wife

Leslie are raising Alison, 2. William and
Beth (Zumbach) Jenkins announce the birth
ofBenjamin David, born July 14, 1990. William works for Paragon Industries and Beth is
a full-time homemaker. Bob Butterfield, a
sales representative for West Publishing in
Eastern, N.C., married Gwynn Viverette on
December 30, 1989. The Butterfields live in
Wake Forest and have four children.
Class of '81: Lynda (Delvecchio) Entwistle
and her husband announce the birth of their
sonJesse, bomJanuary3, 1990. Jesse joins his
brotl1er Ben, 2. Kent Baker is a loan officer
with FirstNationa!Bank and Trust. He and his
wife expect their second child in January .
Bruce and Susan ('80) Schwartz announce
the birth of their third child, Alston James, on
May 2, 1990,joiningMatthew, 5, and Sarah, 3.
Class of '82: David and Ruth (Hunt '81)
Elder and daughter Lauren, 2, announce the
addition of a second daughter, Virginia Kaye,
on April 20, 1990. At birth, baby Virginia
weighed eight pounds and was 22 1/4 inches
long. Joe Tessitore supervises the Surgical
Pathology Suite, and is involved in teaching
pathology residents at the Medical Center
Hospital of Vermont. Joe's wife Jayne
Tessitorre works in electron microscopy and
is involved with instruction of medical students in the pathology core courses at the
University of Vermont. Roxma Ebanks is
recuperating from whiplash resulting from an
accident that occurred during Christmas last
year. She requests prayers for increasing
emotional stability as she continues to teach
school in Grand Cayman, British West Indies.
teven and Rebecca (Himebook '82) Joung
announce tl1e birth of their first child, Nicholas
Steven Joung, born June 23, 1990. Rebecca
has retired as a teacher of missionary children
in order to be a full-time wife and mother.
Clas of '83: Tom and Kim (Crowley '8 •)
Monroe thank alumni for prayers for Kim's
cancer, which is in remission. Kim is staying at
home with their daughter Allison Grace, 2.
Tom is a mathematician for the Deparunent of
Defense and is completing research for his
doctorate in applied mathematics at Georgia
Tech. Chris Baker attends Texas Chiropractic College in Pasadena, Texas. He graduates
next December. Jim and Cindy (Cook)
Becraft are working towards their master's
degrees at North Carolina State University in
Raleigh, N.C. Cindy is studying forestry and
Jim is interested in mechanical engineering.
The BecrafLS recently returned to America
after three years of Air Force service in West
Germany.
Class of '8 •: Todd and Debbie Bloemsma
annouce the birth of their son, Michael Todd,
born on May 1, 1990. He joins sister Jessica
Lynn, who is almost three years old. Braxton
and Ginny (Graham) Caswell announce the
birth of their daughter, Marshall Anne, born
November 26, 1989. Jim Crawley graduated
with a master's from University of North
Carolina (Chapel Hill). He works for Corporate Planning for NCNB. This summer,

Ruth McKinley, Carol Moore (seated), Dee Duke, Nicky Ockelocn and Marshall Rowe encourage you to send in your alumni news!

Would you like to meet other alumni in yourarea? Write Marshall Rowe in the alumni office
for a targeted zip code search. He will match your zip code to alumni living in your area.

Grawley took his second missions trip with the
youth from Christ Covenant Church in Charlotte. Bob and Deb (Reed) Killough live in
Doraville, Ga., where Deb is senior legal assistant in the legal department at Crawford Long
Hosptial in downtown Atlanta. Bob will be
working on his master's in medical science at
Emory University in preparation for working
as a physician's assistant. He began the program in August of this year. Clyde and
Gayle-Lynn Smith expect a baby in November. Clyde finished his course work, passed
his comprehensive and foreign language exams, proposed his master's thesis, and completed his teaching assistantship with Wycliffe.
Gayle-Lynn works part-time in the linguistics
department as assistant editor of the first issue
of the Pitt Working Papers in Linguistics.
Carl Wiersema is moving to Midwestern
State University in Wichita Falls, Texas, where
he will be a graduate assistant as work toward
his master's. Nate Pifer is the head soccer
coach al Midwestern State. Andrew and
BethAnn Zeller announce the birth of Clara
Faith on December 19, 1989. Clara joins her
sisters Hannah, 5, Marie, 4, and Heidi, 2. The
Zellers live in Werheim, Germany, and welcome visitors. Spencer and Lora (Rudolph)
Evans, along with tl1eir son Daniel, announce
the birth of their second child, Matthew Richard, born February 3, 1990.
Class of '85: Jeff Clinton is the vice president
of marketing at Au to mated Process Control, a
computer chip firm in Jackson, Miss. Jeff
earned his master's from Duke University this
past May. Anne (Ritter) Johnson married
Phil Jolulson in June 1987. They are expecting
triplets this October. David and Jill Martin
announce the birth of their first child, Ruth
Anne, born October 31, 1989. David is enrolled in the graduate physics education program at Eastern Michigan University; Jill is a
full-time wife and mother. The Martins were
in Cusco, Peru, from September 1987 to May
1989 with SIMA, teaching missionary kids.
Keith and Karen (Greenley) Matthews live
in the hills ofW est Virginia. They are expecting their first child in November. Karen is still
playing basketball and helping her husband
through medical school. Greg and Trixie
l'67) Musto announce the birth of Gregory
WilliamMusto, Jr., on January 15, 1990. With
tl1e army, they transferred to Hineville, Ga.,
where Greg is serving at Fort Stewart. Trixie
is completing her third year of teaching. Sue
Park graduated on June 8, 1990, from Mercer
Southern School of Pharmacy in Atlanta with
a doctorate. Mary Kathryn (Robinson)
Christiansen graduated with a straight-A
average and a master's in English from Mississippi College on May 19, 1990. Jeff Slenker
completed his master's at the University of
Somh Carolina and joined Ingersoll-Rand as a
marketing analyst. Jeff and his wife Lee
celebrated their fourth anniversary August 16,
1990. Anne Wiper got married on September
1, 1990. Nancy Baker is engaged to Sammy
Grimes of Tyler, Texas. San1my is a station
manager for Delta Airlines; Nancy is the
manager of the Travel Shoppe in Lindale,
Texas. She recently traveled to Europe, Hawaii,
Jamaica and Mexico. Nancy and Sammy will
exchange marriage vows on October 19, 1990.
Lauren Clark is an electrical engineer for
General Dynarrtics in Ft. Worth, Texas. He is
active in a local PCA church and works with
YoungLife in area high schools. Philip Cla rk
is a computer analyst for Kodak. He recently
earned his master's in computer engineering.
Philip and his wife Leslie live in Rochester,
N.Y. Bryson and Sandi (Monroe) Fleming
were married on August 4, 1990, and live in
Chapel Hill, N.C. Sandi is working towards a
doctorate in English at University of North
Carolina (Chapel Hill) and Bryson is a fourthyear student at the UNC School of Medicine.
Ted ('87) and Karen (Wolpert) Sher ma n
are living in Hattiesburg, Miss . Ted is working
on his Ph.D. in medieval and renaissance literature. His thesis is on "The Variorum Edition of the Poetry of John Donne." Karen is
working toward a master's at the University of
Southern Mississippi while working at Deposit Guarantee National Bank. Bob ('88)
and Kimberly (Harris) Walters are raising a
family in West Palm Beach, Fla. The Walters
have two children, Megan, 3, and Robert Charles II, or R.C., born on January 31, 1990. Bob
works for Florida Power. The Walters attend
See Alumni, page 8
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On Being Reformed

I

Being Faithful to God Doesn't Require a Lobotomy
expression. God created people as artistic,
intellectual, rational beings. Christians dishonor God when, in their attempts to glorify
God, they fail to develop the talents He has
given them in areas of life which the church
has sometimes ignored.

By Dr. Cliff Foreman
Like many people raised in fundamentalist
homes, I found anending a Christian college to
be a liberating experience. In college, I discovered that the Christian Church was much
broader than I had been taught to believe. I
discovered that the intellectual questioning
was not a threat to the gospel; rat.her, I learned
that honest questioning could slrengthen faith.
I discovered that a Christian needn't simply
reject the ideas and attitudes of his culture.
Instead, a Christian could carefully examine
and critique those ideas, weighing and refming
them by the st.andard of Biblical revelation. I
learned that a Christian needn't get a lobotomy
to be faithful to God.
When I was asked to give a short talk at my
baccalaureate service about the benefiLS I had
received from my Christian liberal arl.S education, I said that my education had helped me
appreciate and understand the importance of
thedoclrineof creation. Christians often underemphasize this doc1rine in their concentration
on the doctrine of redemption. In college, I
learned !,hat the natural world and the human,
cultural world are creations of God. That they
are, in the words of Genesis 1, "very good,"
worthy of our study and loving attention. I
learned chat God chose to reveal himself in the
wonders of his creation as well as in scripture.
What I didn't understand then, but have come
to understand more fully now after joining the
faculty of Covenant College, is Lhat I had
learned a reformed approach to culture while
in college. Searching for a Biblical and reasonable corrective to the excesses of the fundamentalism I had been raised with, I was
drawn to what many call cultural Calvinism .
What makes Covenant College different from
the Christian college I anended is that most of

Dr. Cliff Foreman
Professor of English
our faculty explicitly and consciously teach
from this reformed perspective. StudenLS at
Covenant should learn the ideas I di covered
in college and learn where those ideas come
from .
At Covenant we sum up these ideas in our
motto," In all things ... Christ pre-eminent."
Our distinctiveness at Covenant is Lhat we
apply this motto to our subJect matter, methods and goals of higher education.
First of all, our motto clearly indicat.es that we
see "all Lhings" as the subJect matter of Christian scholarship. Where fundamentalist think ing largely ignores certain areas of cultural
expression (cmema, dance, rock music) and
participates too unquestiomngly in other areas
(business and the milit.ary), reformed thinking
challenges the Christian to reform all of cul ture. This is based on the reformed understanding of creation. Accordmg to reformed
thought, God, at the creallon, ordained cultural

The distinctiveness in a Covenant education
should be similarly seen in the method of our
teaching. A reformed approach to learning
does not set Christ against culture, but recognizes that Christ came to transform and redeem culture. Part of bringing the kingdom of
God to this world is engaging in the process of
evaluating and reforming human cultural institutions. A reformed understanding of culture recognizes chat God establishes norms for
cultural expression in every area of human
life. If chis were not so, it would be impossible
for us to judge art as qualitatively or morally
good or bad. However, though the Fall warped
human nature and set it askew, the drives and
LalenLS which God places wilhinhuman beings,
the drive to create, to subdue and to bring to
order, are still part of His image wilhin us.
They are part of the cultural mandate given to
thehumanrace in Genesis 1:28. As Christians,
we Judge that which is smful and distorted in
human culture, but we should always respect
human artifacLS, ideas and cultural institutions. We should search for those common
insights which God gives Lalented human
beings, regardless of whether they are redeemed. Government, for example, is something God intended not just as an arbitrary,
human institution, a necessary correclive for
fallen human bemgs . As with other areas of
human culture, God has definite mtentions for
human government, and there are norms by
which govemmenLS should be judged. Therefore, Christians should not be pietistic dropouts but activists. It 1s the provmce of the
Christian LO Judge, critique and reform "all
things" and bring them under the rulership of

Christ. This is what Paul means in IThessalonians 5:21 when he tells us to "test everything."
Because of this call to reform all culture, a
Covenant education is also distinctive in its
goal. Our goal is to make Christ pre-eminent
in the world. We seek to train Christian leaders
for each area of life. By this, we don't just
mean people who can go out into the world and
be moral individuals or tell others about their
faith. Cultures, as well as people, need to b.eredeemed. Having proper values and being an
effective witness are important, but reformed
education seeks to turn out leaders who will
attempt to transform the areas of their vocations at an even deeper level, not by condemning and rejecting certain institutions but by
participating in an excellent and penetrating
way. A reformed businesswoman should not
only be a pious, moral witness to her employees but should also be attempting to transform
the way that business is done in our culture.
She should be asking how a Christian engages
in business activities. This should involve a
radical critique of the goals and practices of
business in our fallen culture and an attempt to
develop a Biblical alternative.
At Covenant we are seeking to train Christians
who will live on the borders of the kingdom of
God, speaking across the border to those in the
unsaved world. This is, after all, the mission
that Jesus chose for us. He came and lived
among us, not rejecting sinful humanity but
seeking to redeem it. When He withdrew, it
was primarily to communicate with His Father
so that He could be better prepared to go out
mto Lhe world again. The four years our
students spend here should have the same
purpose; they should experience a time of
communion and instruction preparing them to
go out into the unsaved world and live out a
Christian alternative.

Faith is Key Requirement for Intellectual Pilgrimage
By Dr. Roger Lambert

Dr. Foreman's articlestruckaresponsivechord
in my heart since my intellectual pilgrimage
crossed many of the same paths as his. But all
travel involves risk and the reformed educational journey is no exception.
The tourist eventually suffers from culture
shock with all its discomfort and pain. For Lhe
student from a fundamentalist background this
will take the form of theological shock.
Whereas in the past the student has encountered onJy the right way and the wrong way, he
or she will now encounter the right way, Lhe

left way, the center way and several other ways
chat Christian brothers and sisters in the past
have served the Lord. The wider world with its
multitudinous choices can become frightening
and disorienting.
This wider world wilh all areas of life to be
brought under the Lordship of Jesus Christ
presents the Christian student with a vast
expanse to explore and many options to choose.
But this also means many more possibilities to
choose wrong. Experimentation includes 1rial
and error!
Reformed education stresses the sovereignty
of God over the Christian's conscience. As we
develop the mind of Christ we also seek the

world through the eyes of Christ. But being
under God may, in some instances, loosen our
being under human control. Jesus' call to hate
father and mother, wife and children, brothers
and sisters (Luke 14:25) can be misused, with
very damaging circumstances.
However dangerous it is, I am completely
convinced chat it is worth the risk for the
Christian. After all, our trust is not in our
wisdom or skill, it is in God . He is the Creator
and Redeemer who has covenanted to lead us
in the way. The risk is also worth taking
because our field of service becomes so much
broader and our ability to serve is so greatly
increased.

Dr. Roger Lambert
Professor of Biblical Studies

The wing of the newly built Belz Hall will enable Covenant to house 75 additional students. Left.Belz Hall nears completion; the slanJed roof will soon be covered with tiles.
Right: The far end of the new wing reveals a trash chuJe set up for construction workers. Connecting to the old Belz Hall, the new wing has four floors with 10 air-conditioned rooms.
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New Faculty and Staff
· ... plus pron1otions

A llen
Richard D. A llen

is the new vice president for inslitmional advancement.
Allen oversees four departments: public relations, fund development, admissions and
continuing education.
Three years ago, Allen began working for
Covenant as an experiential learning consullant. In 1989, he was promoted to dean of extended studies, managing Covenant's Quest
adult educalion program.
Originally fromMichigan, Allen's professional
experiences include resource management,
public school teaching and academic administration. Allen earned his doctorate and master's from Michigan State University. Both
degrees were in administralion. Allen completed undergraduate studies in biology and
physical geography at Central Michigan University.
Allen is a member of the Chattanooga Chamber of Commerce, the Kiwanis Club of East
Brainerd and Lookout Mountain Presbyterian
Church. Allen lives on Lookout Mountain
with his wife Sarah and two children, Karissa
and Doyle. Karissa is a sophomore at Covenant College; Doyle is a 9th grader at Chattanooga Christian School.

Baxter earned his D.B.A. in marketing from
Memphis State University, Ph.D in higher
education administration from Michigan State
University, M.B.A. from the Wharton School
of Finance and Commerce; and bachelor's
from Iowa State University.
Working with colleagues, Baxter recently
published a research article entitled, "Retailing, Particularly Multi-Level Direct Selling,
the Ease-of-Entry Opportunity" in Miiwrity
Marketing: Issues and Prospects journal.
Baxter was previously published inMarketing
Theory journal and conducted research at the
University of Tennessee.
Baxter is a member of tJ1e American Marketing Association, American Association of
Higher Education, Phi Delta Kappa and the
Direct Selling Association. Locally, he is a
member of the Rotary Club of Brentwood,
Tennessee; the American Cancer Society in
Nashville-Davidson County and Christ Pres byterian Church. Baxter served on the public
relations committee of the American Red Cross.
Baxter was also on the Commission XIV,
Academic Affairs Administrators, member of
the National Executive Commiuee and a past
chairman of the southeast region . He was also
province vicepresident and alumni secretary
for Tennessee, Sigma Alpha Epsilon.
Baxter is locating to Lookout Mountain with
his wife, Jane. The Baxters have three children: Richard, 22, an engineering student at
Virginia Tech; Jo, 25, a graduate student of
psychology at Tennessee State and Beth, 27,
who is a doctor in her internship at a Memphis
hospital.

and speak at Christian women's clubs.
Leda has three older brothers: Jamey, 33, a
United Church of Christ pastor; Jody, 32, an
electricity lineman and Lael, 28, a valet parker
and cameraman who makes TV commercials.
Camak is a member of Psi Chi and attends
New City Fellowship.

a new admissions counselor.
Camak helps recruit students for the college.
Working with admissions, she travels throughout the States meeting prospective students in
churches, high schools, homes and college
fairs. As a recuiter, Camak encourages them
to take me fust step and apply to Covenant.
Originally from Augusta, Ga., Camak is an
interdisciplinary major in math, education and
psychology. She will graduate from Covenant
in 1991.
Leda is the daughter of James and Carole

is a new admissions
counselor.
Haley helps recruit students for the college.
Working wim admissions, he travels throughout the States meeting prospective students in
churches, high schools, homes and college
fairs. As a recuiter, Haley encourages mem to
take the first step and apply to Covenant.
Haley relocated to Lookout Mountain from
Orlando, Fla. approximately five years ago.
Last year, he completed his bachelor's at Covenant, with a major in business administration
and economics. His wife, Kristi, is a sophomore majoring in elementary education.
Haley's previous work experience includes
sales and youth ministry. His future plans
involve an M.B .A. and a career in management consulting.

Haley
Growing up, Haley attended Immanuel Presbyterian Church in Deland, Fla. He dedicated
his life to Christ at summer camp when he was
six years old. He attends East Brainerd Presbyterian Church in Chattanooga. Bob is the
son of Robert and Judith Haley of Deland, Fla.
His father is a technical artist for Independent
Printing and his mother is the director of
marketing for J.B. & Associates. Bob has one
sister, Christina Haley Van Meggelen, who
graduated from Covenant last year and recently had a baby.

Mic hael J. Bulle rdic k is the new Tuck

Leda Camak is

Baxter

Camak

Bullerdick

Shoppe assistant manager. He is responsible
for general purchases, display work and customer service.
Relocating to Covenant from Pennsylvania,
Bullerdick was me campus minister at the
University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown (UPI)
for the past three years.
At UPJ, he assisted Christian leadership, dis cipled students and led Bible studies and fellowship groups. Bullerdickalso initiated yearly
multimedia events aimed at evangelizing the
campus.
Bullerdick has a bachelor's in sociology from
Covenant. He graduated in 1987.
Michael is the son of Howard and Majorie
Bullerdick of Black Mountain, N.C. His father is branch manager of Ford Motor Credit,
and his mother is a housekeeper for Montreat
Anderson College. Michael, one of nine children, lives in Chattanooga and attends New
City Fellowship.

in Dal ton and attend Central Church of Christ.
Lucien is a sales representative for the North
Georgia Toyota-Lincoln-Mercury Motor Company.
The Claibornes have four grown children:
Mike, Cindy, Lanore and Patsy. Mike is me
owner of Graphically Speaking in Dalton;
Cindy, a kindergarten teacher for Memphis
City Schools; Lanore,a homemaker in
Adairsville, Ga; and Patsy, a special education
teacher at Mid-Prairie Junior High School in
Kolona, Ia.

R obert]. Haley

Ellen Claibo rn e is the new special projects manager for Quest, Covenant College's
adult education program.
Claiborne helps organize and distribute Quest
books and supplies. She also conducts alumni
information updates and coordinates student
activities and special events.
A Dalton, Ga., naLive--Claiborne owns and
operates EX-PRESS-IT, a typesetting and
communications business. She previously
worked for WATE TV -6 as a copywriter and
message center coordinator. Claiborne also
worked in public relations for me Whitfield
County Public School System, where she
prepared news repons, suoe/cape presentations and did photo and layout work for publi-

RichardP. Bax ter -apublishedmarketing researcher, labor relations analyst and
former business consultant with 24 years' teaching and administrative experience- is the
new marketing professor.
Baxter teaches classes in "Marketing Management", "Small Business Management" and
"Introduction to Business" .
For the past six years, Baxter was professor of
marketing and management at Belmont College in Nashville. He also taught at Tennessee
State, University of Tennessee-Knoxville and
Morehead State University in Kentucky.
Aside from teaching, Baxter brings administrative experience to Covenant College. He
was the dean of business and economics at
Morehead, the director of student advising for
the college of business, University of Tennessee; and the assistant director of financial aid
at Michigan State University. Baxter was also
a labor relations analyst for the Ford Motor
Company.

Camak. Her father is self-employed in real
estate. Her mother teaches a Sunday school
class in Augusta and does counseling. Both
parents manage Higher Ground, Inc.; a ministry in which her momer teaches five Bible
studies a week. They are also on the StonecroftMinistry Circuit, enabling them to travel

Dorothy Hunter

is the new administrative assistant for Quest, Covenant's adult education program.
She performs various secretarial duties and
reports to the Quest director.

Claiborne
cations, annual reports and newspapers.
A Quest student, Claiborne will receive her
B .A. from Covenant College in October 1990.
Previously, she attended West Georgia College in Carrollton, Ga., and Dalton Junior
College in Dalton, Ga.
Claiborne is a member of the Georgia School
Public Relations Association,Whitfield
County-Georgia Parent Teacher Association,
Cherokee Estate Board of Trustees, Nalional
School Public Relations Association, United
Way Public Relations Committee in Northwest Georgia, Professional Association of
Georgia Educators, Georgia Association of
Educators, National Education AssociaLion,
and the Governor's Committee of Georgians
for Excellence in Education.
Ellen Claiborne and her husband, Lucien, live

Hu nter
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For the past seven years, Hunter was a secretary for Evangelical Christian Academy, a
reformed Presbyterian elementary school in
Colorado Springs, Colo. The academy is associated with Village Seven PCA, where
Hunter was an active member.
She also worked for Montgomery Ward's credit
department, Children's World Day Care, Trust
Company of Georgia and the Registrar's office at the Women's College of Georgia-Milledgeville.
Hunter auended Blair Junior College in Colorado Springs, Colo., and Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Va., for two years.
Recently, Hunter relocated to Lookout Mountain from Colorado Springs to be closer to her
children, Kelleigh and Stephen. Kelleigh is a
junior majoring in history education at Covenant. Twemy-two year old Stephen Hunter is
a second lieutenant in officer trairting at Fort
Benning, Ga.
Dorothy Hunter lives within walking distance
of Covenant College and attends Lookout
Mountain Presbyterian Church.

$40,000. It is dependent upon fundraising to
meet its financial needs.
For the past two years, Upton was an admissions counselor for Covenant College. Upton• s
professional experiences include five years of
administration, a pastorate and New Guinea
missionary work.
Upton is working toward a master's in educational administration at the University of
Tennessee--Chattanooga. In 1982, he graduated from Covenant with a bachelor's in historical studies. His wife, Janice, is a 1980
Covenant alumna who majored in education.
The Uptons live in Chauanooga and auend
Friendship Community Church. They have
three teenage children: Rowena, a junior at
Covenant College; Tabi, a freshman at Biola
University in Los Angeles, California; and
Travis, a student at Kirkman High School in
Chattanooga.

Ockeloen

Vos

Ky. She currently attends New City Fellowship in Chattanooga.
Nicky is the daughter of Jan and Petrie Ockeloen of Georgetown, Ky . She has one sister,
Hanneke, who is working towards her masters
in environmental engineering al Clemson
University in South Carolina.

Ethan Pettit is the new assistant librarian.
He is responsible for reference services to
students and faculty, interlibrary loan requests
and database searching.
Professionally, Pettit has 14 years of teaching
and library experience. Before coming to
Covenant, he was a high school English teacher
and librarian at the Christian Academy in
Tokyo, Japan. Ethan's wife, Linda (Foxwell)
graduated from the academy, having grown up
in Tokyo with missionary parents. Peuit has

Upton
Matthew S. Vos

Kullmar

1S a new admissions
counselor.
Vos helps recruit students for the colJege.
Worlung with admissions, he travels throughout the Southeast meeting prospective stu-

Shari Kullmar is the new career planning
and placement administrative assistant for
Covenant College.
Kullmar is responsible for the career library,
the student credential files, career counseling
for freshmen and sophomores, the part-time
work program and correspondence for the
"Opportunities 1990" career fair consortium.
Formerly Covenant's career services secretary, Kullmar was promoted to her new position after three years of working for the college. She began working for the college fulltime upon graduation. In 1987, she received
her bachelor's from Covenant with an interdisciplinary major in sociology, education and
Bible.
Shari is the daughter of Paul and Katie Ritchey
of Leesburg, Va. She has two sisters, Sharon
and Ru th, and one brother, Chuck. Her twin
sister, Sharon, and her husband Paul, are community health education workers in Bandung,
Indonesia. Her younger sister, Ruth, is doing
paralegal work for Home School Legal Defense Association in Vienna, Va. Her brother,
Chuck, is currently employed with UPS in
Camps Spring, Va.
Kullmar lives within walking distance of the
college, and attends Lookout Mountain Presbyterian Church.

Nicky Ockeloen

is the new director of
public relations.
Ockeloen promotes the college to its external
and internal constituents. Reporting to the
vice president for institutional advancement,
Ockeloen is responsible for all media contacts,
including the publication of news releases and
the Courier.
Before coming to Covenant, Ockeloen was a
graduate student at Regent University in Virginia Beach, Va. InMay,shegraduatedmagna
cum laude with a master's in journalism and
communication. She has a bachelor's in psychology from Eastern College in St. Davids,
Pa. Her previous work experience includes
newspaperreporting and public relations work
for J.J. Schopen & Associates and the North
American International Livestock Exposition.
Ockeloen dedicated her life to Christ at age 14
atMit.chell Road Presbyterian Church in Greenville, S.C. Since then, she attended TenthPCA
in Philadelphia; New Life PCA in Virginia
Beach; and Tates Creek PCA in Lexington,

dents in churches, high schools, homes and
college fairs. As a recruiter, Vos encourages
them to take the first step and apply to Covenant.
Originally from Ontario, Canada, Vos came to
Covenant four years ago to study music. He
recently completed his bachelor's in music,
perhaps following in the footsteps of his uncle
James Ward, acclaimed gospel musician-songwri ter whose chartbreaking songs include
"Faith Takes a Vision", "I Belong To You"
and "Pray, Pray, Pray".
Vos is the son of Mark and Rosalie Ward.
Mark Ward, a 1969 Covenant graduate, teaches
history at Durham Christian High School in
Ontario. Hts wife teaches biology at the same
school.
Vos has two sisters, Susan and Tanya, and one
brother, Marcus. Susa."'! is a 20-year-old music
major at Geneva College in Beaver Falls, Pa.
Tanya, who is 16 years old, is an 11th-grader
at Durham Christian. Marcus, who is 11 years
old, is a sixth-grader atNorthumberland Christian School in Ontario.
Growmg up in a godly home, Vos does not
recall a time when he did not know the Lord.
He currently auends ew City Fellowship in
Chauanooga.

Pettit
also taught freshman composition and literature classes at Grand Rapids Baptist College,
Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Mich. and
Phil-mont Christian Academy in Philadelphia.
Pettit has a master's in information studies
from Drexel University in Philadelphia. Fifteen years ago, Pettit earned a bachelor's in
English from Covenant College. He also has
a teaching certificate from Calvin College.
The Penits live on Lookout Mountain with
their four children: Nelle, 10; Lydia, 7; and
twins, Josiah and Isaac, who are both two years
old. The Pettits are members of the Tenth
Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, and are
visiting churches in the Chattanooga area.

J.C. Upton

is the new director of multicultural services at Covenant College.
Working with admissions and development,
Upton recruits minority students and raises
funds for the Multicultural Action Comrnitment--or MAC-program at Covenant. He
will also monitor academic, social, emotional
and spiritual adjustments made by minority
students.
A first for Covenant College, the MAC initiative is part of a five-year plan that calls for
cultural diversity, recognition of minority students and an increase in minority student enrollment.
With increased international and African
American enrollment, the MAC office helps
Covenant students adjust to the culture of a
predominantly white institution.
The MAC program has a yearly budget of

Local ABC affiliate WTVC-9 features Dr. Russ Heddendorf! Broadcaster Marcia Kling
recently interviewed Heddendorf on Action-9-News. Heddendorf, professor of sociology at
Covenant, has written a book on social theory called Hidden Threads: SocialThoughtfor Christians. The book explores "hidden threads" in Scripture and sociology that help Christians understand the social reality of modem times. Heddendorfs interview with Kling lasted two minutes.
After the interview, Heddendorf commented, "I wish we could have started where the interview
ended." Evidently, Heddendorf and Kling started discussing the theme of Threads when the
camera signaled that time was up. That's show biz.folks! Thread.s--published by Word Books- was released in August.
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Alun1ni
Continued from page five
Garden Springs Presbyterian Church. Suzanne
Comer Dell was promoted to assistant editor
at the University of North Carolina Press,
where she serves as editor of all reprint editions, and where she copy edits book-length
manuscripts for publication.
Class of '86: Jim Ilaxter married Wendy
Skogen on September 1, 1990 and moved to
Kailua, Hawaii to become assistant pastor of
youth and evangelism at Trinity Presbyterian
Church. Margie Mietling married Vincent
Andrew Eget on July 21, 1990. Vince is a
certified public accountant and works in Atlanta. Margie has completed her first year at
the Walker F. George School of Law at Mercer
University in Macon, Ga. Margie also clerked
for Farmer, Moore & Jones in Dyersburg,
Tenn. this summer. Ilrian Evans is the new
assistant basketball coach at Union College in
Ky. He has a M.A. in physical education. Joe
and Susan (Thompson '86) Pattison are living
in Baltimore, Md., where Joe is a programmer
at USF & G Insurance Company and Susan is
now a full-time homemaker. The couple announce the birth of Melissa Leigh, on July 18,
1990.
Class of '87: Kevin Baldwin is preparing to
graduate from DePaul Law School. Tom
Chapman is starting up his own business in
East Brainerd, Tenn. He and his wife, Michael
Ann (Hollyfield '88) attend Brainerd Hills
Presbyterian Church. Kimberlee Lynee and
Ilrian Crossman announce lhe birth of their
son Zachary Frederic, born on April 5, 1990.
John Dunahoo works for the PCA's Christian Education and Publications in Atlanta.
He recently completed his M .B .A. at Georgia
State. John and his wife Libby live in Stone
Mountain, Ga. Warren Smith completed his
third year of teaching at Chattanooga Christian School. He and his wife, Hella (Crowe
'86), announce the birth of their first boy,
Daniel Warren, on December 23, 1990. Warren tinkers with electronics and Hell a works as

Editor-in-chief
Nicky Ockeloen
Contributing writers
Nick Arnett
Cliff Foreman
Roger Lambert

a home health care nurse during the summer. moved into the manse at Covenant Church in
Margaret (Gould) Sherman celebrates the St. Louis, Mo. where George is now associate
second birthday of her daughter, Megan.
pastor while completing his last year at CoveClass of '88: Jim and Donna (Bowling) nant Seminary. Jackie is an occupational
Bowen live in Palm City, Fla. where they therapist. Esther Encinafs works in foreign
recently purchased their first home. Donna investment in the British Bank of Fuen Lafinished her second year of teaching; Jim surfs brada (Madrid), Spain. Melissa (Browning)
whenever he gets the chance. Jean Pierre and Eric Sauder announce the birth of their
Kasadi Sangai completed his studies at the son, Jeremy Michael, born March 4, 1990.
University of North Carolina-Charlotte is Class of '89: Scott and Lansing (Hamilton
moving to Texas lo attend medical school at '88) Bosgraf married in August 1989, and live
Baylor. Sangai's studies will focus on optom- in Chicago where Scott works at the Board of
Trade and
etry. Vern
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Nick Arne// (top) is proud of his three new recruiters:
Bill is a
Air Jordan
Leda Camak, Bob Haley and Matt Vos.
computer
and
has
operator for an insurance company under ew season tickets to the Bulls' games . Connie
England Life. Tracy is a part-time nursery Good Un is teacher at the Covenant Christian
coordinator at Hills Presbyterian Church in St. School in Long Island, N.Y. Sandy Hughs
Louis and doing computer work at home. (Quest) is the administrative secretary at
George and Jackie (Smith '87) Robert on
Doyleslown Presbyterian Church, Doyleston,

Pa. Herhusband,Tom,isinthernilitary. Ann
Montgomery teaches physical education and
health to senior and junior high school students at Chattanooga Christian School. She is
a champion volleyball coach, and works with
basketball and tennis. Montgomery recently
finished her first year of teaching. Paul and
Debbie Stein are developing a Canadian
Candidate School to prepare their candidates
for overseas assignments. In addition to the
ten missionaries they are sending to the overseas by the end of this year, they added six
more who will leave by early 1991. Paul
attended an annual Frontiers Team Leaders
meeting in Switzerland in August after visiting teams in North Africa. Randall and Tina
(Haley) Van Meggelen announce the birth of
their first child, Jocely Elizabeth, on February
16, 1990. Tracy and Bill Lloyd of Kirkwood,
Mo., celebrate the birthday of their son, Joseph
who is almost one year old.
Class of '90: Amy Dlefentbalerreceived first
place nonfiction prize for her essay entitled
"Flannery O'Connor: Racism and Racial Roles
in Her Fiction" by the Conference on Christianity and Literature. Mike and Tammy Hanks
moved to Atlanta, Ga., where Tammy is working as advertising and communications coordinator for"WalkThru theBible." They invite
Covenant students and alumni to stay with
them while in the Atlanta area. Mark and
Kathy (Pierce '89) Shannon announce the
birth of their son Thomas born September 1,
1990. The Shannons live at the Baylor School
where Mark is working part-time. Karen
(Warthan) and Steve ('87) Gray live in
Charlone, N.C. where Karen is a first grade
teacher at Covenant Day School; and Steve is
a manager at Spirit Car Rental. Paul and
Susan (Rice'88) Ashton live in Pensacola,
Fla. where Paul is undergoing pilot training
and Susan is employed at Pier One Imports.
After graduation, Paul spent one year in infantry officer training for the Marine Corps.
During that time, he and Susan were married.

The Courier is published four times a year by the public relations department of
Covenant College. With a circulation of7,500, the Courier is distributed throughout the
United States and overseas.
The Courier invites readers to submit testimonies, shortfiction, poetry and alumni news
for possible publication in this newsletter. No contributions will be returned unless accompanied with a self-addressed, stamped envelope. The editor also welcomes feedback
to articles printed in this newsletter. Subsequent issues will feature a reader mailbag.
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