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Brock Named Interim President

Essenburg Accepts New Position
Dr. Martin Essenburg has resigned
as president of Covenant College to
accept an administrative position .
with Christian Reformed World Missions (CR WM). His resignation is
effective August 1, 1987.
At the March meeting of the
College Board of Trustees, a Search
Committee to find a new president
was established. Frank A. Brock,
vice president for College Advancement, was appointed interim
president. He will serve in this position until a new president takes
office.
Prior to being named a vice president at Covenant, Brock was
executive vice-president of Brock
Candy Company. He is active in
civic and community organizations.
He is a member of the Lookout
Mountain Presbyterian Church
(PCA) where he is an elder and a
member of the Executive Committee.
An honors graduate of the
University of North Carolina, he
earned his M.B.A. at Harvard
Business School.
"It has been a wonderful privilege
to serve at Covenant College for the
past nine years," explained Dr.
Essenburg. "Barbara and I served in
Japan under CR WM for fourteen
years, from 1959-73, and now after
fourteens we feel led by the Lord to
return to thatorganization, this time
working in the home office."
In his new position as personnel
director of CR WM, Dr. Essenburg
will work at CRWM's headquarters
in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Dr. Richard Chewning, who also
was re-elected chairman of the Board
ofTrustess during the March meeting, said, "We are both deeply app'.eciative of Dr. Essenburg's leadership
and deeply appreciative of his development of the college, especially its
growing base of church suooort."

"He has been an exemplary model
both of Christian leadership and
character." Dr. Chewning's comments were echoed by Dr. Nichola~
Barker, vice president for Academic
Affairs. "Martin Essenburg and I
worked closely together over the last
nine years. We have shared many
institutional and personal concerns.
One of the things I have appreciated
most about Dr. Essenburg's
leadership is his building a strong,
Frank A. Brock
mutually supportive administrative
team. His depart11re will be a lo s not . - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - ,
only for Covenant College but me
SEARCH COMMITTEE
personally.
~AMED BY TRUSTEES
Financial support of the college
increased significantly during his
The newly organized Search
year at Covenant. Over $5 .3 million
Committee
con ists of twelve memhas been raised in the school's $6 .1
bers,
including
five trustees. Trustee
million Capital Campaign. Giving lo
members arc Gary Aitken, Columthe college's annual fund and total
bia, South Carolina; Joel Belz,
giving to the college nearly doubled
Asheville, orth Carolina; Steve
under his leadership.
Leonard, St. Louis, Missouri; Al
The physical facilities of the
Lutz, Lexington, Kentucky: and
campus also have grown during Dr.
Hugh Maclellan, Sr., Looko_ut
Essenburg's presidency . The $1.8
Mountain, Tennessee. Belz 1s
million Academic Building was
chairman of the committee.
completed in 1984. Student housing
These five men have appointed
expanded with the completion of a
one person each from the
student apartment complex. Carter
Chattanooga community, Richard .
Hall, which houses administrative
Hostetter,
Covenant College alumru,
office, student housing, and science
Michael
Cromartie
of Arlington,
facilities, was renovated at a cost of
Virginia, and the Presbyterian
over $3 .5 million. The college's
Church in America (PCA), Terry
computer science center was estabGyger, Decatur, Georgia, to the
lished at a cost of $214,00.
During his administration, the col- committee.
In addition two Covenant faculty
lege developed a major program in
members,
Dr. Louis Voskiul,
computer science, and established
professor
of
history, and Dr. Mike
the external degree program, Quest.
Rulon,
associate
professor of
In addition to these advancements,
pyschology, and one member of the
the college strengthened the student
college staff, Mrs. Pat Monroe, have
services department by naming an
been elected by their peers to serve.
associate dean of students and a
George
Robertson, Covenant student
director of counseling and career
body
president,
is the student
services who oversees the newly
representative to the committee.
created college placement service.

by Dr. Essenburg

In 1959 my wife and I began
our fourteen years of work in
Japan, and in that first year there
we read Bonhoeffer's The Cost
of Discipleship. I recently came
across an excerpt from that book,
and I want to share it with you.
If we answer the call to
discipleship, where will
it Lead us? What decisions
and partings will it demand?
To answer this question
we shall have to go to
Him,for only He knows
the answer. Only Jesus
Christ who bids us follow
Him, knows thejourney's
end. But we do know
that it will be a road of
boundless mercy. Discipleship means joy.

As announced elsewhere in
this publication, I shall be leaving
Covenant College this summer.
Barbara and I have thoroughly
enjoyed our nine years at Covenant, and we shall always be
grateful for the opportunity we
had to serve here.
Our relationship to the college
has been more than one of
professional service. Two of our
sons and their wives graduated
from Covenant, and our daughter
will be a senior next year. Our
experience at Covenant has been
one of "total immersion, and we
have loved it.
The Lord has blessed the
college in marvelous ways during
its thirty-two-year history, and
we pray that He will continue to
do so. I commend the college to
you for your continuing prayers
and financail support, and I urge
you to encourage young people to
consider Covenant when they
arechoosing a college.
Thank you for your friendship
and your support during the past
nine years. May the Lord be with
you, and may you experience His
boundless mercy and His great
joys.
11
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LIVING MEMOR ALS

Gifts to Covenant College are a lasting way to honor a departed friend or loved one. Memorial gifts given to Covenant
College will help educate young Christian men andwomen for effective service for Christ and His Kingdom.
For more information about memorial giftsA ;Vrite: Dr. Arthur Klem, Planned Giving Office, Covenant College,
Lookout Mountian, Georgia, 37350; or call 4U4/820-1560.
In memory of Kevin Koonce:
In memory of Mr. John P.
Sunukjian, Mrs. and Mres. William L. Coulson,
Mr. Thomas G. Kelly, Mr. William R.
Langdon, Mr. Frederick Lemere, Mr.
and Mrs. William S. Cudlip, Jr., Mr.
and Mrs. Gerald A. Hancock, Mr. F. D.
Miller, Mr. and Mrs. Blair E. Sawyer
Mr. and Mrs. L. J. Skinner, Monte
Vista School, Mr. and Mrs. William C.
Davis, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel DeGrado,
Mrs. Grace Graham, Mr. and Mrs. John
E. Yukas, Jr., Mr. and Mrs . Patrick J.
Rogers, Mr. and Mrs. Lany Pfeifer, Mr.
and Mn;. Lany Delgadillo, Miss Delera
A. Rutherford, Mr. and Mrs. John W.
Sider, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Vanderberg,
Mr. and Mrs . Carl D. Perkins, Mr.
Robertson Homes, Mr. Danny Schwab,
Mr. John W. Lundberg, Mrs. Selah
Cross, J.A. Samson, Mr. A. B. Davis
Mr. David Giorgi, Mrs. Iris M. Moore,
Mr. Thomas R. Coultas, Miss K. Michele
Austin, Federal Home Savings and Loan
Association, Mr. and Mrs. Larry R.
Pender, Miss Judith Kshkanian, Dr. and
Mrs. Robert Monroe, Mr. and Mrs. J
ames G Harding, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard.

Jr..

In memory of Mayor Jesse L.
Helms:
Mrs. Jesse Helms

Shaffer:
Mr. and Mrs. James McIntyre, Jr.

In memory of Mr. Clark L.
Artman:
Mr. and Mrs. James R. McIntyre, Jr.

In memory of Mr. Adams:
Mrs. Annene Annison and family

In memory of Harold Finch:
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh A. Smith

In memory of Carol Harmon:
Mr. and Mrs. donald W . R.audebuxsh

In memory of Scott McVea:
Plains Presbyterian Ornrch, W.I. C.

In memory of Pat Ryan, Sr.:
Mr. and Mrs. J. Polle Smartt

In

memory of Harold Collins:

Mr. and Mrs. Carl A. Darger

·

In memory of Dr. and Mrs . Gordon Oarlc:
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Martindale

In memory of Henry Goodyk:

Mr. and Mrs. Lany D. Barton

In memory of Hugh M. Linton:
Nelson M. Hard

In memory of Juanita Kaufmann:
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cunningham

In memory of Mrs. Henrietta
McKowen:

In memory of Mr. Henry

Plains Presbyterian Church, W.I.C.

Plains Presbyerian Church, W.I . C.

Schumaker:

ALUMNI QjlarterfJ NEWS
Sue Soltau Wright: The Pottery Lady
A small cryptic symbol--the
Japanese "su"--impressed on the
base of a ceramic handle has
become the trademark of Covenant
alumna Sue Soltau-Wright. In that
symbol, two dominant themes of
Sue's life meet: Japan and pottery.
Japan entered her life at age two
when her parents went to the
mission field. From that day until
she went to college, Sue was back
in the States only twice for a total
of 15 months. Yes, there was
some cultural adjustment to
American life. What made the
biggest impression on her? She
smiles, "For the first time in my
life, clothes fit!"
She attended a Japanese
kindergarten and spoke fluent
Japanese, but first grade on
furlough in the U.S. quickly cured
that. What language she knows
now had to be laboriously
regained.
Back in Japan, Sue attended
Christian Academy in Japan during
the years that Dr. Essenburg served
as headmaster there. Her fondest
memories of him revolve around
the day that she left her retainer on
her cafeteria tray when she returned
it after lunch. Dr. Essen burg
patiently dug through soggy
kitchen refuse with the tearful fifth
grader, but to no avail. Finally, he
sent her back to class. But before
class was over, there was a knock
on the door, and in walked the
headmaster, retainer in hand.
Sue has been interested in art
for as long as she can remember,
but that interest lacked direction.
In Japan she took painting lessons
from an illustrator. At Covenant,
however, her painting career came
to a screeching halt. "My class

Sue Soltau Wright
with Ed Kellogg was a disaster,"
she recalls. Although she enjoyed
Kellogg's instruction the
classroom setting was a problem.
"I think I got chiggers in an
outdoor painting session and that
was the end of that." Still, she
sketched constantly. She enjoyed
the literary arts on her way to a
B.A. in English, but it was not
until after she graduated in '75 and
enrolled in a course in ceramics at
the Hunter Art Museum that she
found the direction she had been
lacking.
In addition to making and
selling pottery out of her home,
Sue taught classes on the art for
several years, first at Covenant and
then a Baylor. Of her experiences
at the prep school she says, "I
knew the students there were a little

different when I heard a table of
sixth graders in the lunchroom
deep in discussion over whether it
was better to be an orthodontist or
an oral surgeon!"
The birth of Esme in 1983
curtailed Sue's work at her wheel-the clutter and cramped space of
her basement workshop is no place
for a busy young body. But Sue
still finds time to sell some pottery
out of a small shop, Above It All,
by Point Park, and put on a once-ayear show with her sister-in-law
Denise Soltau, a basketweaver.
"Sometimes I think I'll tiake up
weaving. I could set up a loom
upstairs and keep an eye on Esme
while I worked. I miss my work,
but it is so important to be with
them while they're young and teach
them what you believe."

Alu01ni Chapter Update
Thanks to the hard work of
Mary Kathryn Robinson and Juli
and Bob Butterfield, two new
alumni chapters have been formed.
The alumni chapter in Jackson,
Mississippi, will serve
approximately 80 alumni in that
state. The chapter formed in
Orlando, Florida, will serve
approximately 85 alumni in central
Florida.
Although the city of Jackson is
often associated with Belhaven
College, it is also the home of the
Reformed Theological Seminary
and a number of Covenant alumni,
including Mary Kathryn Robinson
and Scott and Joni Carter on the
staff of First Presbyterian Church.
Michael and Alynn Robinson, Jim
Slifer, Billy and Kim Alexander,
Tim McQuitty, Marlayne
Vanderburg, Jonathan and Jennifer
(Lear) Groene, and Michale
Chatham also attended the chapter
formation.
Twin Lakes Lodge was the site
of the January 24 reception which
included a report from Frank
Brock, vice president for College
Advancement, and a musical
presentation by the Covenant
Singers. The Singers also
participated in the worship service
an the Trinity Presbyterian Church
on Sunday morning.
Mr. Brock took the opportunity
to meet with parents of prospective
students from the area at the home
of Elizabeth (Streety) Minor and
make presentations at the Alta
Woods Presbyterian Church and
the First Presbyterian Church of
Jackson. He reports a great
understanding in this area of the
importance of Christ-centered
higher education. Covenant enjoys
a good reputation, thanks to the
active involvement oflocal alumni.
For the Florida chapter, Juli and
Bob Butterfield hosted a barbecue
luncheon at their house on
Saturday afternoon, March 13.
Juli and Bob attend the
Orangewood Presbyterian Church,
pastored by Chuck Green, which
has been a strong supporter of
Covenant. One of the founders of
that church, Bob's father is a

member of the Covenant College
Board of Trustees. Those
attending the luncheon at the
Butterfield house were Bob and
Geraldine Byrne, Jay and Cathy
Bugg, Bob and Juli Butterfield,
Benjamin Butterfield, and Mary
Beth Butterfield. Though the kickoff meeting was not large due to
late notification, Juli is convinced
that there will be a lot of local
alumni support and interest.
The tally of alumni chapters has
now grown to 9. These chapters
were first started by Steve Lawton
in an effort to encourage local
alumni to get together on a regular
basis for the purpose of supporting
one another and the school.

Working out this purpose,
alumni in the Philadelphia area
sponsored a James Ward concert
on May 2 in order to raise money
for scholarships for students in that
area. Beth Jenkins coordinated the
evening. Twenty-five local
supporters of the college were
asked to donate $100 each to help
underwrite the cost of the concert
held at the Calvary Presbyterian
Church in Willow Grove,
Pennsylvania The chapter
projected that some 300 would
attend, raising $2,400 for the
scholarships.

AN ALUMNA WITH A VIEW OF ALUMNI HAPPENINGS
by Sarah E. Lambert, President

Now that pleasant, warm days
have arrived, some alumni's thoughts
have turned to flowers and using them
to beautify Covenant's campus. Carol
Wildeman ('73) has headed up a
project of planting summer flowers by
the library and Carter Hall for the past
two years. Rebecca Stigers ('74),
Patty Stigers ('73), and several other
local alumnae have helped plant,
water, and weed geraniums, petunias,
and impatiens. This donation of time,
energy, plants, and interest has
visually enhanced our lovely campus
for all to enjoy. The alumnae who
have gotten involved in this practical
project benefittingtheir school are to
be commended and thanked. Any
other alumni who would like to
participate in the gardening project
are encouraged to call Carol or the
Alumni Office.
This year Covenant has encouraged local alumni to attend events
at the college by sending them a
bimonthly calendar of special
activities on campus. The April 18
Spring Thistle Community Concert
was followed by a reception for
alumni.
On Saturday, April 25, the Alumni
Association honored the class of 1987
ata special luncheon at the Fairyland

Club. The menu and flower basket
centerpieces were arranged by Ketta
Settle ('75). The program included an
address by Phil Barnes ('77) and
words from Dr. Nick Barker and
representatives of the executive
committee of the alumni association.
Keeping up the Covenant tradition, a
mug, made by potter Jeff Rogers
('85), was presented to each member
of the senior class. We are pleased to
wercome almost 150 new members to
the association!
The executive committee of the
Alumni Association has been meeting
for months to lay plans for the best
homecoming weekend yet! We have
asked a number of local alumni for
their ideas as well. Don't forget to
mark October 3-5 on your calendars
and make plans to attend. We are
planning class reunions for the years ·
'62, '67, '77, and '82 and are lining
up class representatives who will
personally call their classmates to
encourage them to attend. The more
people that come from each class, the
more fun it will be for everyone.
...
Plans include activities for alumni and
their children of various ages. Don't
miss this special weekend with old
friends.

Del Vecchio graduates with honors
On his second try on the MCAT, pleasant manner" continually recur.
Five years ago Mike Del Vecchio
Mike plans now to go into the
Mike scored lO's across the board.
graduated from Covenant magna
Vanberbuilt's dean's letter remarks, field of pediatrics.
cum Laude with a major in biology
"Mike's performance has been
and a minor in chemistry. This
spring Mike completed another
superior by all measures." In faculty
sterling perlormance, graduating
evaluations phrases like "very fine
with honors from V anderbuilt Unistudent," "concerned and
versity's school of medicine.
conscientious," as well as "warm,
The Del Vecchios are not new to
the field of medicine. Mike's father,
a son of immigrant parents, worked
his way through medical school
wheres he married a fellow medical
student who subsequently dropped
out to raise a family. When Mike
was seven, his mother died, and his
father remarried, this time to an RN.

In addition to maintaining his
place on the dean's list throughout
his four years at Covenant, Mike
served in Student Senate and on
several committees, worked part
time as a lab assistant, volunteered
at Bethel Bible Village and at
Erlanger Hospital, and ran cross
country. His senior year found him
captain of the team and recipient of
the Scholar-Athlete Award.

HOMECOMING WEEKEND 1987
FRIPAY, OCTOBER 2
3:00 .. 11:00 p.m.

5:45 p.m.
8:00p.m.

Registration
Dinner available
Square Dance

SATURDAY,OCTOBER3

•,

..

8:00 a.m.
9:30 - l 0:30 a.m &
11 :00 a.m. - 12:30 pm.

Breakfast
Seminars by faculty

1:00 p.m.
2:00p.m.
4:00p.m.

Class reunion luncheons
Soccer match
Reception for all parents
of present students
Annual alumni banquet
and business meeting.
Dinner on the overlook,
presentation of alumnu -

6:30p.m.

of-the-year award, and
'The Best of the Faculty
Follies."

----------------r---------------------ALUMNI INFORMATION UPDATE:

REGISTRATION:

PLEASE RETURN TO THE ALUMNI RELATIONS OFFICE,
COVENANT COLLEGE, LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN, GA 37350

Name

------------------------

Number of people _ _

Address-----------------------

Telephone _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Preferred class year *_ _ _ __

Children's ages _ __

Spouse name _ _ _ _ _ __

Church presently attendin5-_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Occupation _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Other n e w s - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

*Are you officially listed with the class three years behind you because it took you that long to finish your
SIP? Let us know in which class year you would like to be listed. Thank you.

===========AIumni Up date
NEWS & NOTES

David (61) and Eleanore
(Rowan) (63) Fiol will returning from India for furlough in
June.
Robert Morey (69) has published 19 works in six languages
besides English: French, Spanish, German, Italian, Chinese,
Finnish. He was recently in
Chattanooga for the

John Ankerberg Show.
Jonathan Reynolds (70) started his own construction company last year.
Tony and Martha (Freel)
(71) DeMarco have moved to
Mission Vieljo, California,
where Tony is regional service
manager for computerized color
imaging company.
Robert (71) and Laura
(Schenk) (73) Sanderson have
three daughters: ages 13, 9, and
7. Robert is working in computers in Wilmington, Delaware.
Larry (72) and Karen (Whiteside) (77) Falcon announce the
arrival of their son, Jason Andre,
born October 10, 1987.
Donna Overbeek (72) married
Jimmy Jones March 28, 1986.
Born to Steve (74) and Ginny
(Pettit) (74) Bostrom, Zachary
Gabriel, 7 lbs. 8oz., March 19,
1987.
Tom Ibach (75) died after a
long fight with cancer.
Born to Brian (7 6) and Elizabeth (Strom) (76) McRae, Robert Harold, January 17, 1987.
Born to Mike (76) and Jennifer (Seel) (77) Cormartie, Ethan
Lewis, February 23, 1987.
Born to Tim (77) and Dona
(Davenport) (78) Barnett, Noah
Daniel, March 22, 1987.
Peter (77) and Cheryl (VanStelle)
(77) Hill moved to Corpus Christi,
Texas, where Peter is an army
lawyer for the Corpus Christi Army
Depot at the Naval Air Station.
Also born to Peter and Chery 1,
Andrew Niel, August 25, 1986.
Born to Nick (78) and Diane
Lazor, Timothy Nathan, October
18, 1986.

Nancy (Erdman) Chick (78)
works at Prince George's
CommrnunityCollegeinthe
Washington, DC area as a Job
Development Specialist.
Born to Archer (78) and Sherri
(Mitchell) (77) Tullidge, Haley
Elizabeth, December 30, 1986.
Born to Dave (78) and Darlene
(Kyle) (79) Navis, Kyle David,
December 30, 1986. Dave is
teaching at Faith Academy in
Manila, Philippines, under Christian
Reformed World Missions. They
returned to the U.S. for home
service in May, 1987.
Born to Tom (77) and Leila
(Hayman) (78) Vervelde, Thomas
Ethan, January 21,1987.
Robert Byrne (78) has recently
become the pastor of an ARP
Church in Tampa, Florida.
Born to Richard (79) and Terrie
(Shaw) (83) Brooks, Ashley Lynn,
November 18,1986.
Pat Morris (80) teaches at Camp
Springs Christian School for young
learning disabled children near
Washington, D.C. Here she met
Jack Lucia, a Spanish teacher, and
they were married on June 28,
1986.
Bob (80) and Julie (Thurston)
(82) Butterfield are in Orlando,
Florida, where Bob is an attorney in
general practice.
Born to Kym (81) and Jan
(Ellis) (79)Weaver, Lindsay Ellis,
February 15, 1987. Lindsay joins
the Weavers' other two daughters,
Courtney (81) and Anna (83).
Benjamine Butterfield (82) is an
attorney with the law firm of
Maguine, Veerhis and Wells, P.A.,
in the Corporate, Banking and Law
Securities division.
Born to Ann (Knauer) (82) and
Steve Gilbertson, Luke Christian,
Jane 18, 1986.
Lizabeth Swayne (82) (formerly
Betty Sue) is working in
Philadelphia in a nuclear stress lab
to finance her last two years of
nursing school.
Born to Gregg (83) and Rhonda
Sarver, Amber Brook, October 4,
1986.

Chris Baker (83) will obtain
his master's degree in dairy
nutrition from Texas A&M
University this spring and
plans to go to veterinary school.
Christine Clinton (83)
graduated from Fuller Seminary School of World Mission this summer with a
masters in Cross Cultural
Studies. She is continuing her
work of developing the training
center for church planting in
inner cities across the U.S.
Mary Beth Butterfield (83)
graduated from Emory University School of Law on May 11.
John Armes (84) has been
promoted in the U.S. Air
Force to the rank of Senior
Airman. John is an aerospace
ground equipment mechanic at
Langley Air Force Base.
Russ Wyllie (84) has been
working on his masters in
political science at UTC and
on an internship in the Tennessee State Legislature.
May 1 he was commissioned
as a second lieutenant in the
U.S. Army and had eight
weeks of training in Fort Sill,
Oklahoma.
Jay Bugg (85) is the director of special markets for
American Pioneer Life.
Nancy Baker (85) is managing travel agency outside
Tyler, Texas.
Michael (85) and Kim
(Warren) (87) Essenburg will
be leaving the States in August
to teach at Christian Academy
in Japan in Tokyo.
Eri Imaizumi (85) married
Rev. Ryo Hoh on November 9,
1987, in Japan. He is an assistant pastor in an Evangelical
Free Church. They will come
to the States this fall for Ryo to
study at Trinity Divinity School.
Ken Van Stelle (86) married
Christy Longacre (84) August 16,
1986. Ken graduated first in his
class from Georgia Tech and is
now working as an engineer in
West Palm Beach, Florida.

Covenant Commencement 1987
142 DEGREES AWARED
Dr. Joel Nederhood, director of the Back to
God ministries, served as Commencement

speaker during ceremonies held May 9 on
the Plaza. Dr. Nederhood's address was
entitled "Educated Christians and the Year
2000." Degrees were awarded to 142
students . Three associate degrees, 139
bachelor of arts degrees, including 42 in the
Quest program,were distributed at the
college's 32nd annual Commencement.
Pictured are President Martin Essenburg (leJ
and Dr. Nederhood.

SEVEN GRADUATE SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Seven Covenant students graduated summa cum laude. Pictured, front row (from left to right), Myra Suzanne Lam of
Derwood, Maryland; Julie Uomoto Davis of Old Fort, North Carolina; Miriam Esther Long Shelden of Lookout Mountain,
Georgia; William Peter Flannery; back row (from left to rig_ht), Paul Roderick Davis of Kennewick, Washington; Kimberly
Warren Essen burg of Lookout Mountain, Tennessee; and Craig Prescott Davis of Kennewick.
Interesting facts about the honor graduates: Paul and Craig are brothers. Mrs. Essenburg maintained a perfect 4.0 grade
point dunng her four years at Covenant. Her husband Michael ('85) also was a perfect 4.0 graduate.

Senior Highlights
International student Charles
Esikhaty of Nairobi, Kenya, is
grateful for his Covenant
education.
"Covenant is
important to me because of
what it stands for: making
Christ preeminent in the
lives of its students and
seeking to play a part in
doing this in the lives of
international
students
by
making it possible for us'
to study here."
The Biblical Studies major has
been very active while at
Covenant. He has led the Africa
John Dunahoo

Serving as student body
president for two years, John
Dunahoo of Avondale, Georgia,
plans to pursue an M.B.A. and
work in computer management or
consulting after graduation.
"I have enjoyed working
closely with the faculty, staff and
administration. I have seen firsthand that they care very much for
the students, usually going
beyond the normal call of duty to
serve the students," explains
John.
John also is appreciative of
his years on Lookout Mountain.
"Covenant has allowed me
to learn valuable skills and
to see their application in
the development of God's
Kingdom. I have been able to
develop lasting friendships with
my peers as well as the faculty
and administration."
John sights a camping trip
with Frank Brock, vice president
for College Advancement, and
several other students as a
favorite memory.
His worse
memory was over sleeping 30
minutes for an Algebra exam his
freshman year.
John plans to marry Libby
Aeschliman ('86) in the fall.

1
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"Covenant has helped
to give me a solid
philosphy and world-view
which influences and
shapes the way I think
about and do everything,"
says 1987 graduate Judith
(Judi) MacDonald of Carmel,
Maine.
An elementary education
major, Judi has many pleasant memories of her years at
Covenant College. Special
friendships and the opportunity to pray and share with
other Christians has enhanced
her college life.
Judi and her future husband
Paul English ('87) will have
many opportunities to utilize
their Covenant education as
they travel to Japan this summer to serve owo years as
missionary associates.
Raised on a farm in Maine,
Judi is representative of the
diverse student body at Covenant College. Her fiance is
the son of missionaries and
grew up in Korea. Eventually
Paul and Judi plan to "raise
a large family and be actively
involved in Christian
education."

Charles Esikhaty

Geographical Prayer Group,
participated in the Vespers
services on Sunday afternoons,
and sang in the Covenant Chorale
and Covenant Singers.
"The most vivid memory that
I will have for the rest of my life
is the friends I have made at
Covenant. God has been
gracious in giving me a core of
friends who reflect His love in
our relationships."
Charles plans to return to
Kenya and work in youth
ministry.

Judi MacDonald

Marshall Rowe

While in high school, Marshall
Rowe of Essex, Massachusetts,
spent 16 days traveling through
19 states visitng colleges. "I
visited seven Christian colleges,
the last of which was Covenantwhich was the best by far."
The interdisciplinary major
(Bible, business and sociology)
is a member of the most
successful ever 1986 Scots
soccer team. "Playing soccer for
four years culminating in
winning the district, regional and
area championships which
qualified us for a berth in the
national tournament held in
Witchita Falls, Texas, will
always be a vivid memory for
me," explains Marshall.
Covenant, however, is more
important to him than winning
the soccer titles. "Covenant
College teaches students
how to live in the world
with an attitude where
Christ is preeminent in all
things."
In addition to playing soccer,
Marshall participated in the
Covenant Chorale and served on
the Church Relations Committee.
He will marry former Lady Scots
basketball standout Suellen
Wilson ('86) this summer.

"Covenant College has meant
more to me than a liberal arts
education," says Jackie Smith,
1987 graduate from Birmingham,
Alabama. "Covenant is
unique in that its goal is to
teach the student to view
his or her career and life
plans from a Christian
world-view and to place
Jesus Christ first in all
things."
The sociology major and
counseling minor plans to pursue
a master's in occupational
therapy after graduation from
Covenant.
During her college years,
Jackie has served as a resident
assistant, participated in
intramural sports and sang with
the Covenant Singers. "I have
many fond memories of
Covenant College. My first date

Ted and Velma Shinn

Commencement 1987 is very
special for Quest graduates Ted
and Velma Shinn. The Shinn's are
members of Quest Group #5.
The Ringgold, Georgia, couple
both appreciate Covenant's
external degree program which
allowed them to earn a degree
while working full time.
11
Covenant offers a well
rounded education with a
scriptural emphasis, 11
explains Velma. She plans to
use her Quest degree "to
advance from clerical work to

Jackie Smi1h

with George Robertson
(newly elected student
body president) and
seeing students have a
pillow fight in the front circle
of Carter Hall stand out in
my mind."
administrative duties"
with the Tennessee
Valley Authority, her
current employer. Ted
also plans for career
advancement.
Both are thankful for
the support they received
from their children and
parents. "They were a
great source of help and
encouragement."
"Going back to school
was a major undertaking.
This experience brought us
closer together," explains Velma.
Ted says his best memory of
Covenant is "seeing the words
at the entrance of the school-In all things Christ preeminent."
The husband and wife team
mention the the friendships they
developed with other Quest
students as another important
part of their Covenant education
ex_perience. "I have made
friends which will always
be regarded with warm and
loving memories," adds Ted.

Covenant College in a World Context
By Kim Warren Essenburg

When Yusuf Masih came to
Covenant from India, one friendly
student struck up a conversation with
him, introducing himself and telling a
little of his background. He was from a
poor family with nine children. When
Yusuf heard this his eyes widened as he
asked incredulously, "You have poor
people in America?" After learning that
every morning in Yusufs hometown a
cart cleared the streets of the bodies of
those who had starved during the night,
that student said he never again thought
of his family as poor.
Yes, we in the United States have
much to learn from other cultures.
"Americans have a very narrow view of
the world," observed Anabel Cantu, a
student from Mexico, in a recent
Bagpipe article.
Dr. Joseph Clumpner, professor of
math and applied sciences, agrees with
Anabel. "Internationalization," he
insists, "is critical for the campus."
Clumpner, chairman of the
internationalization committee at
Covenant, taught for five years at the
American University of Beruit in
Lebanon. He reminds us that the
majority of the people in the dworld
live far different lives from ours.
Clumpner says, "In other countries
possessions aren't important because
there are none--but friendships are
deeper and more valued." He feels that
getting to know internationals as people
is a big step toward broadening our
view of the world.
College is an ideal place for doing
just that. There are seventeen
international students at Covenant this
year. They come from all of the five
major continents--and one from
mainland China! What a very different
world they know.
Jean-Pierre Kazadi Sangai is from
Zaire. In one day at his house you
might hear all four of Zaire's official
African languages as well as French.
Kazadi speaks a total of seven
languages. His desire is to bring
medical care to the out-lying villages of
his country. "People die," he says,
"who could have lived if only there had
been a doctor." When asked why he
chose Covenant, Kazadi beamed his
broad smile and replied, "I want to get
to know Christ very well."
Coming from Ecuador, Maria
Ormaza was ecstatic at the thought of
Christian teachers, prayer before
classes, and the opportunity to go to

chapel every day! The lack of a
corresponding enthusiasm in the
students here puzzled and disappointed
Maria. She also noticed that in addition
to spiritual blessings, Americans take
physical blessings for granted--like
food and hot showers. The
complaining we indulge in so
frequently amazes her. "Everyone
should go somewhere where they don't
have those things so they will
appreciate them," says Maria. Maria,
however, sees her role here as positive:
"I'm giving a perspective on life in
other places because I enjoy
everything."
Daniel Situka came to Covenant after
ten years in the ministry in Uganda. He
is heavily involved in Wings of
Hope, a Uganda-based ministry of
evangelism and Christian education.
Having been instrumental in bringing
many African students to study in the
United States, Daniel has thought
extensively about the differences in the
cultures. He believes deeply that the
Christian life is one of community.
This comunity flourishes in the personoriented African society, but Africans
coming to the U.S. are overwhelmed
by the competition.that characterized
even the Christians' lives. They find it
harder to make friends because people
are so busy and seem to have time to
talk to each other only when thay
need something. We anticipate this
when we answer the telephone,

"What can I do for you?" One of
Daniel's observations echoes
ominously Moses' warning to
Israel not otoforget the Lord when
they became prosperous in the land
He would give them. Daniel notes,
"We are a praying people--more
than you; here you have doctors."
Yes, the American church has
much to learn from its fellow
citizens in the universal kingdom of
God, and that is one reason the
Internationalization Committee is
working to bring foreign students to
Covenant. Yet Covenant also has
its contribution to make to that
worldwide kingdom, for the
preeminence of Christ which we
strive to promote knows no political
boarders. Kazadi, Maria, Daniel,
and all other foreign students receiving scholarships through the
Internationalization Committee, are
committed to returning with their
Covenant education to further the
lordship of Christ in their home
countries.
In this article we have looked at
the issue of Covenant and the
church in a world context from the
perspective of some who have come
to Covenant from overseas. In the
next issue, we will examine the issue
from the perspective of some of the
125 alumni who now live outside
the U.S.

International students enjoy college life. Pictured, back row from left to
right: Maria Louisa Victoria, Mexico; Jean-Pierre Kazadi Sangai, 'Zaire;
Randall VanMeggelen, Canada; Charles _Eskihaty, Kenya; and_Jack Eubanks,
Cayman Islands; front row.from left to nght: Deborah Mugabz, Uganda;
Esther Encinas, Spain; and Anabe[ Cantu, Mexico.
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Pray for Mary Jane Arial who works as a
24
secretary in admissions counseling. Remember
Tim Adams and Duane Abbon in your prayers
today.
Eileen Auel manages office services. Thank
25
God for her continuing effort. Pray for Greg
Alexander and Angela Allen.
Remember Jill Baldwin, Quest representative,
26
as she helps to extend Covenant's educational
benefits Lo area adults. Pray for Blair Allen and
Skip Allen.
Ask God to bless Betty Barham who works
27
diligently as book keeper for the accounting
office. Rememer Ann Almy and Robert Ariel
in your/irayers.
Sandra arl<er works as our library technical
28
assistant. Thank the Lord for her
accomplishments. Pray for Thomas Armour
and Paul Aston.
29
Pray that our Father will bless Becky Bigger,
admissions counseling assistant director, as she
recruits students to Covenant. Pray for Paul
30
Babikow and Phil Bader.
Give praise for Lillian Boorse who is a
secretary for academic affairs. Pray for Georgia
Bagget and Peter Baity.
Remember John Caroland, Tuck Shoppe
manager, as he ministers to the Covenant
community. Pray for Christine Baker and
Cynthia Baker.
Pray for Trudi Chambers' work as admissions
1
counseling secretary. ·Pray for David Baker and
Michael Baker.
2
Phyllis Crooks is Covenant's controller. Praise
God for her diligent efforts. Pray for Jenny
Barker and Lori Baron.
Paul Davis is an admissions counselor for
3
Covenant. Ask the Lord to guide his work in
recruiting students. Pray for John Bates and
Keff Beasley.
Give thanks for Dee Duke's work as clerk for
4
the college advancement office. Pray for Melanie
Becken and Kelly Bell.
Pray for Lee DuPre, assistant director of
5
admissions counseling. Remember Jason
Belote and Pieter Bezemer in your prayers today.
Ask God to bless the kitchen staff. Please
6
pray for Phil Biber.
Barbara Gilchrist works as office coordinator
for the college advancement office. Praise the
7
Lord for her efforts. Pray for Stephen Bigger
and Tracy Billue.
Remember Wilma Graham who works as
8
secretary for admissions and records. Pray
for Beth Bingham and Tom.
Thank God for Ann Grimes, financial aid
director. Pray for Thomas Blackford and Mark
9
Blowers.
Pray for Joni Harbert, office services clerk.
Remember William Bobb and Gorden Bobbett.
10
Ask the Lord to bless Carolyn Hays, financial aid
assistant. Pray for Mike Boogerman and David
11
Boozer.
Remember Lo give thanks for Marie Henning,
director of human resources. Pray for Lyneue
12
Borom and Scott Bosgraf.
Bill Higgins takes care of any electrical
problems that may occur. Praise God for his
13
much needed efforts. Pray for James Bourne
and Donna Bowling.
Give thanks for Pat Holland, who works as
14
Quest program transcript evaluater. Pray for Hal
Bowling ans Karen Brakin.
Pray for the work of Tom Holliday, the
15
school's caienter. Remember Wendy Bradford
and Celina radshaw.

Working as director of physical plant is Dale
Lee. Ask the Lord to guide him in his ministry.
Pray for Tommy Braswell and David
Braunecker.
Pray for Larry Lynch, our competent
maintenance mechanic. Pray for Bonnie Brown
and David Brown.
Pray for the continued service of Craig Lyon
who works hard lO make sure that Covenant's
visitors are always welcome. Pray for Linda
Brown and Steve Brown.
Dan Maddy is supervisor of B.E.S.T. Pray
that he will be blessed. Pray for Gayle Bruner
and Beth Brunson.
Pray for th e resl?onsibilities Ruth McKinley
has as an execuuve secretary. Ask the Lord
to hefc her in carrying out her daily tasks.
Pray 01 Michael Bullerdick and Marl< Burdett.
Ask God to be with Barbara Michal , director
of health services. Pray for Stephen Burdett
and Leda Camak.
Please pray for Pat Monroe, who works as
secretary LO the president. Pray for Laurie
Cantrell and Sharon Cantrell.
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JULY
Remember Romona Moore in prayer as she
attends to the needs in the accounting office.
Pray for Christine Gorman and Ben Graham.
Greg Musto is the resident director for men .
Pray for him as he ministers Lo our students.
Pray for Michelle Graham and Pat
Graham.
Lyn Parker is the administrative assistant
in the student development office. Pray for
her as she serves our students each day.
Pray for Steve Gray and Phil Greninger.
Pray for David Perry who works hard in
keeping our campus as a custodial assistant.
Pray for Eric Gyger and Laura Hagg.
Praise God for the work of Cathy Pinner,
assistant surarvisor of B.E.S.T. Pray for Tina
Hal'ey and obert Haley.
Remember Harry Pinner, director of admissions
counseling, as he recruits new students. Pray
for John Hall and Steve Hall.
Herb Politano is Covenant's conference
director. Pray for him as he directs summer
conferences. Pray for Esther Hamm and
Gretchen Hamm.
Thank God for Reese Rogers, supervisor of
grounds and equipment. Pray for Michael and
Tammy Hanks.
Remember Collyn Schmidt, assistant su~isor
for B .E.S.T. Praise God for her efforts.
y
for Lynn Harding and Brian Hart.
Pray for the admissions counseling staff. Pray
for Chris Hatch and Beth Haynes.
Thank God for the talents of Tami Smialek,
women's basketball coach. Pray for David
Hearne and Keith Hendrick.
Pray for Kathleen Stevens, library assistant, as
she he~s students with their studies. Pray for
Keith ersch and John Hicks.
Praise God for Henry Stevens, clerk in the Tuck
Shoppe. Pray for John Himebook and Dale
Hokrein.
Pray for Elsa Stewart, secretary for the Tuck
Shoppe. Pray for Donna Hokrein.
Thank God for Rebecca Stigers, audio and
visual director and administrative assistant for
teacher education placement Pray for Michael
Ann Hollyfield.
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Dean of admissions and records is Rudolph
Schmidt. Praise God for his commitment. Pray
for Bill Snuggs and Joan Snyder.
Pray for the fine work Barb Schreur, associate
dean of students. Pray for Pamela Sokody and
Monica Sorensen.
Remember Jane Stockman, resident director for
women. Ask God to give her wisdom as she
counsels students. Pray for Karen Horsley
and Sharon Hoven .
Secretarial services in the business office are
handled by Kelly Stodghill. Thank the Lord for
her abilities. Pray for Mark Howell and Denise
Huber.
Remember Carolyn Wilson, director of
krchasing, in prayer today. Pray for Michael
ckson and Valerie Jarrard.
Praise God for the work of Catherin Wright,
fe:rtfolio counselor for Quest. Pray for Candace
ennings and Oiarolette Jennings .
Remember Chuck Anderson, chaplain and
Biblical studies professor, as he ministers to
srudents . Pray for Julie Johnson and Mark
Jones. Expanding the knowledge of students in
the field of history is Ken Austin, professor of
history . Pray for Thomas Jones and Cindy
Jorritsma.
Remember Ray Clark, associate professor of
Biblical studies, as he deals with students. Pray
for Megan Kaplan and Mary Kaufmann .
Former MIT scientist Joseph Ownpner is
~rofessor of mathematics and applied science.
ray for him as he instruets future engineers.
Pray for Ralph Kelley and Dawn Kelley.
Covenant's successful soccer team is coached by
Brian Crossman. Thank God for his work with
athlete-students. fuy for James Kirn and Hamp
Kimbro.
Pray for Ray Dameron, professor of physics.
Thank the Lord for his teaching gifts. Pray for
Craig King and Joe King.
Pray for Chris Dodson, assistant professor of
accounting, as he prepares Covenant students lO
be shining lights in the field of accounting. Pray
for Kevin King and Julie
King.
Pray for Gene Fitzgerald, our athletic director, as
he directs Covenant's sports activities . Pray for
Akiko Kojima and Vicki Kornrumpf.
Praise God for the blessing that Scott
Raymond, dean of students, has been to
the Covenant community. Pray for Londa
Sneller and Timm Rittler.
Please pray for all faculty, staff, and administration as they begin preparations for the new
school year.
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Overseeing the entire well-being of Cov14 Hadley Mitchell, assistant professor of
economics, prepares the students for a future
enant College is Martin Essenburg. Pray for Dr.
Essen burg as he makes his transition from
Covenant to his new ministry with Christian
Reformed World Missions. Pray for Andrew
Siegenthaler and Daniel Situka.
Thank God for Oifford Foreman who has
been appointed to the faculty of Covenant
College. Ask God to continue to bless his work.
Pray for Linda Persenaire and Tonya Peters.
Pray for Paul Gilchrist, professor of Biblical
studies, as he begins new duties as editor of the
PCA Messenger . Pray for Laura Huffaker and
Michael PettiL
Remember Ira D. Halverson, associate professor
of music, as he directs students of music to
further the kingdom of God . Pray for Terry
Pettit and David Phillips.
John Hamm is professor of music. Remember
Dr. Hamm in your prayers today. Pray for Mau
Phillips and Kathy Pierce.
Thank the Lord for the continuing work of
Russell Heddendorf, professor of sociology,
as he advances the kingdom of God in the field
of sociology. Pray for Cathy Colton and Amy
Pollard.
Please continue supporting Paul Hesselink,
professorof English, in your prayers. Pray for
Chris Polski and Page Poner.
Stephen Kaufmann, associate professor of
education, is preparing Covenant students for
their futures as thinkers and teachers in the
classroom. Please pray for him. Pray for Jay
Potts and Clau~ia Pridgen.
Edward Kell,
associate professor of an,
shows_ the glol) , God through his teaching
and his brush. Pray that God will continue to
bless him. Pray for Rick Proffer and Connie
Putman.
Remember Fred Kirms, professor of business
administration,_in your prayers today and ask
God to bless hts work. Pray for Debbie
Railsback and Susan Rapp.
Hen!Y Krabbendam, professor of Biblical
stud.i~, asks for p-ayer and the continuing
blessmgs of the Lo J as ministers to students at
Covenant College and in Uganda. Pray for
Stacey Rawlings and Kevin Reed.
Thank the Lord for the work of Roger Lamben,
associate professor of Biblical studies and
missions. Pray for William Regitko and Marshal
Renicks.
Praise God for the diligent work of John
Lathers, professor of biology, throughout
the years and ask for God's continued blessings.
Pray for Susan Rice and Catherine Richter.
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in the world of business. Please pray that
God will continue to bless Mr. Mitchell's
at Covenant. Pray for George
Robenson and Andy Robinson.
Pray for Rohen Monroe, professor of music,
as he instructs students in the area of music.
Pray for Joanita Ribinson and Mary Pat
Robinson.
Remember John Muller, professor of
sociology, in prayer today as he teaches.
Pray for James Rosenberger and Marshall
Rowe.
Praise God for the work of Craig Parker,
associate professor of music. Pray for Susanne
Rudolph and Judith Rulon.
Michael Rulon is associate professor of
psychology. Please pray for him as he guides
and-directs his students in the area of psycholgy.
Pray for Dawn Russell and Richard Russell.
Douglas Sizemore is both the associate
professor of computer science and manager of
the computer center. Please pray for Mana
Rusten and Pearl Sanderson.
Drake Smisson is Covenant's new assistant
professor of modem languages. Thank the
Lord for his work! Pray for Kaz.adi Sangai and
Kazuko Sarashina.
Thank God for Charles Thomas, professor of
information and computer science. He has
been an asset to our computer program. Pray for
Kelly Schermerhorn .
Louis Voskuil is professor of history. Thank
God for his diligence in educationing all
students. Pray for John Schmidt and Matt
Schmidt.
P_ray for Jerome Wenger, associate professor of
b1olo~y, as he prepares many students in their
pursuit of b10logy. Pray for Terri Scott and
Roger SeivrighL
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Please pray fo r Jim Wildeman, assistant
professor of English, as he teaches.
Pray for Debbie Service and Shane Shaarda.
Please pray for Phillip Wright, associate
professor of psycholgy, and ask for God's
blessing on the Wright's new daughter
Alexandra. Pray for Sharon Shaarda and
Mark Shartnon.
Remember Dr. Nicholas Barker vice
president for academic affairs ~d dean of
faculty, in your prayers today. Pray for
Maureen Sharp and Michael Sharp.
Ask the Lord to bless Girmy Blair as she
serves as assistant to the librarian. Pray fo r
Daruelle Sheets and Miriam Sheldon.
Thank the Lord for the ministry of Charles
Donaldson, our planning director. Pray for
Jenny Shell and Paula Shetter.
Thank the Lord for the effons of Donovan
Graham who is the dean of external programs.
Pray for . Evelyn Smith and Greg Smith.
Gary Hmsman serves as our librarian.
Thank the Lord for his work. Pray for
Jackie Smith and Sheldon Smith.
Remember Craig Mosurinjon in prayer as
he assists students in counseling and career
dectstons. Pray for Verne Smith and
Warren Smith.
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