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Alumni Number
Two Hundred Strong
At Triennial Conference
Nearly 200 alumni and their families attended Covenant's second triennial Alumni Conference held at the famed
"Castle in the Clouds'' on Lookout Mountain. The conference, held July 20-26, attracted alumni from California to
Pennsylvania.
Extra-curricular activities

Recreation and entertainment events included a Jim
Ward concert, square dance, and a white water rafting trip.
Conferees also enjoyed the pool, wooded trails, gymnasium and tennis courts. A special banquet and program
was held Thursday night.

Entertainment- Jim Ward style! Jim's a member of the class
of '72.

Dr. James Hurley, a Covenant professor from 19741978, spoke at the Sunday sessions; messages were brought
throughout the week by Dr. John W. Sanderson, Jr., Miss
Nelle VanderArk, and Mr. Charles Anderson. Dr. Sanderson, at Covenant from 1963-1976, brought insights into
sharpening a Christian world and life view. Miss VanderArk challenged many each morning with her devotional
session on "Cultivating a Life of Praise." She was an English teacher from 1969-1974 at Covenant. Mr. Anderson,
currently a Covenant Biblical Studies Professor, spoke each
morning on themes from Ephesians and Colossians.

At the program, Mrs. Jane Young, class of '57, was
awarded the Alumnus-of-the-Year award. She and her
husband, John, are missionaries to Japan. Both were on the
Covenant faculty at one time.
Mr. Chris Allen was installed as president of the
Alumni Association at the business meeting Friday. He
resides in the Chattanooga area.

An Update on Quest
At the Thirteenth PCA General Assembly held in St.
Louis in June, Dr. Donovan Graham gave a brief update to
860 commissioners on the college's recent strides toward
developing special programs geared for the non-traditional
college student.
A recent Gallup Poll, he noted, has shown that there is
a renewed interest in spirituality and evangelicalism in our
nation. However, Mr. Gallup concluded, there has never
been a revival in spirituality and Christianity that has produced so little in the way of impact on our culture.
"Renewed spirituality must be supported by learning
about the impact of God's Word on public and private life,"
said Graham. To meet this need, Covenant has begun a
new adult program, Quest.

Quest

Dr. Graham

The Quest program which began last October with a
group of 16 students, now has five different groups in
session - and more starting soon. The program was designed to help those who have had two years of college
training and considerable work experience obtain their
B.A. in Organizational Behavior through a year of intense
study. Quest utilizes background experience heavily and
the learning generated from these experiences is a key
factor in the program.
"We must be concerned in translating our faith to the
marketplace," said Graham, Dean of External Programs
and Director of the Quest program. "We can no longer
consider it acceptable to confine ourselves to the normal
18-22 year old undergraduate population, but must rather
see ourselves as having a responsibility to provide educational opportunities and services for people throughout the
Christian world and especially in our own denomination."
Covenant is exploring other educational possibilities
also. In his speech to the General Assembly, Graham mentioned these alternatives: weekend seminars, short (1-2
week) courses, video courses, correspondence courses, external degree opportunities, courses for students in secular
colleges, and annual study institutes (1-2 weeks), regional
pastor's study programs, training programs for elders and
deacons, and in-service teacher training opportunities.
"We intend to reach out and come to you," said
Graham, "but we need your input." Inquiries or suggestions concerning these new education opportunities are
welcomed. Send them to the Office of External Programs,
Covenant College, Lookout Mountain, TN 37350.
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Covenant Professor and
Students Serve Abroad
Dr. Henry Krabbendam, Covenant Professor of Biblical Studies, recently returned from a five-week stay in
Uganda. This latest visit completes his fifth to that country
and was made especially effective by the six Covenant
students and daughter, Tricia, who accompanied him.
, "The students were admirable in their outreach," says
Krabbendam. "They aggressively sought ways to minister.
They discipled in the mornings, taught in schools, led
nurses' fellowships, taught and preached in churches, and
gave testimonies at other gatherings.
"When I lost my voice for four days, one of the students
stepped right in and took over from my notes," Dr. Krabbendam adds. "We really reached many thousands of
people."

travelled and worked with Dr. Krabbendam in Uganda .
"Going to Uganda," he says, "furthered the conviction in
my mind that First World countries have a responsibility to
help the Third World .
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A Ugandan teacher explains simple concepts to elementary
students in front of a battered blackboard.

His daughter, Tricia (17), remembers: "The college
students and I went to the high schools and shared our
testimonies, or spoke to them and sang some songs. We
also went to the market a few times during lunch and spoke
there. The first time we went, there was a witchdoctor and
many people were watching him. A few came over to us.
That night we prayed that all the people listening to him
would come over and listen to us. The next day all of them
did, and a few became Christians . Altogether there were
many who became Christians on our trip."
How did Ugandan's respond to the students who came
and shared? "They were very impressed," said Krabbendam. "They recognized the sacrifice involved . Some expressed amazement that the students were willing to give
up their American luxuries."

Ugandan dwelling

William Flannery, a junior majoring in Biblical Studies
who fosters an active interest in mission work and
evangelism, was one of the six Covenant students who

"I grew and was humbled by being there. The trip
made my desire to serve the Lord stronger. I know now I
don't want to be carrying excess baggage into my life that
hinders me from accomplishing the things I need to do for
preparation for God's service."
While in Uganda, the eight also presented the Gospel
at youth and pastor' s conferences, left literature and tapes
with those they personally discipled, and led singing.
Krabbendam had a chance to monitor converts from his
earlier trips .
Other Efforts in Uganda
He also preached in the Namirembe Cathedral in
K~mpalo, the nation's capital, and was invited by the
bishop of that diocese to hold a "Conference on Evangelical
Preaching" there in January.
If things go as planned, he may take several American
pastors with him to help in the ministry, and hold a number
of crusades and conferences in the more remote parts of the
country. He also intends to visit two Covenant alumni
sometime in the future . Mark Blair, class of 1978, is involved in a ministerial training school in Arua, and Dave
Morton, another alumnus, is serving as a medical doctor in
Fort Portal.
Covenant trustee Clarence den Dulk recently returned
from the country where he was working on the purchase of
land to be used as a training center for secondary education.
Krabbendam feels the repeated visits are very important. "We have a better understanding of where they are,
and how they feel," he says. "We are getting more and
more comfortable around them and they around us.
"I also like to go to the same places more than once. It
seems to bring the message home more effectively."
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General Assembly and Covenant College
Dr. Richard Chewning, chairman of Covenant's Board
of Trustees, was elected as moderator of the 1985 PCA
General Assembly held June 16-21 in St. Louis.
This was Chewning's third round as moderator; he
served two consecutive years in that capacity for the RPCES
in 1981 and 1982. Since coming into the PCA, he has served
on the ad interim and stewardship committees and the
Committee on Administration.
Dr. Chewning and his family are moving to Waco, TX,
where he will become the Harry and Hazel Chavanne Professor of Christian Ethics in the Hankarner School of Business at Baylor University. He had taught at the University
of Richmond, VA, since 1958.
·
Covenant travels to General Assembly
Covenant was well represented at General Assembly.
Apart from the many alumni and trustees who attended,
other members of the Covenant community were on hand
throughout the week. Eight Covenant Singers ministered
to the Assembly twice daily. Dr. Martin Essenburg, Dr.
Donovan Graham, and two alumni also made special presentations to the Assembly.
October 13 was designated Covenant College Sunday
throughout the PCA. Church offerings received go directly
into the school's Annual Fund.
Seven new trustees were elected to serve four year
terms. Allen Mawhinney from San Marcos, CA; J. Render
Caines from Chattanooga, TN; James Conrad from Naples,
FL; Robert Gray from Wilmington, DE; Wendell Graves
from Waterloo, IA; William McKay from Hendersonville,
NC; and William Hall from Orlando, FL, are trustees for the
class of 1989.
August 26-29

Orientation and academic counseling
for freshman and transfer students
August 28-29
Registration
August 30
Opening Convocation
First day of classes
September 13-14 Homecoming
September 18
Day of Prayer
October 3-5
Covenant Weekend Experience

Taking the plunge!
Here a new student tests his confidence during Covenant's
week long orientation for freshman and transfer students.
This year's orientation runs from August 26-29.

