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The Covenant College board
of trustees approved plans for the
construction of 8 duplexes to house
64 students on college property
eight hundred yards south of the
Covenant campus. This decision
came during the trustees' spring
meeting March 22-23 at the college.
Clearing of the land has begun,
with a scheduled completion date
of August 11.
"The complex will meet an
immediate need for student housing, as well as provide overflow
housing as Carter Hall renovation
occurs in the future," said Thomas
Larson, physical plant director.
Each furnished, two-bedroom apartment of 740
square feet will include a living room, kitchen /dining
area, bathroom with separate double-sink lavatory area,
and storage space. Four juniors or seniors will live in
each unit.
"This housing opportunity should present a learning experience," said dean of students Barry Loy. "Students will take on many of the privileges and responsibilities of apartment living, including grocery shopping, meal preparation, and so forth."
"We plan to develop the apartments as a community, with their own student government representatives,
Bible studies, prayer groups, seminars and outings. A
resident assistant will live there to coordinate activities
and provide a source of support to students," Loy added.
The units are designed as permanent residentialquality structures, primarily to be funded by rental income. Additional on-campus residence hall construction
is planned for the near future as enrollment increases.
Other actions by the board include approval of a
budget of $5,358,655 for the 1984-85 school year. Tuition
will be $2,220 per semester. Next year's tuition, room
and board per semester is $3,470, which represents only
a 3.3% increase over 1983-84.

Boice to speak at commencement
Noted author, pastor and theologian James Montgomery Boice will
speak at Covenant College's 29th annual
commencement May 5 at 10:00 am.
Dr. Boice is pastor of the Tenth Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He heads the Philadelphia Conference on Reformed Theology, which conducts conferences each year
in major U.S. cities. Dr. Boice holds degrees from Harvard, Princeton Theological Seminary, and the University of Basel, Switzerland (D.Th.). He previously served
as assistant editor of Christianity Today. His books include: The Sermon on the Mount; Phillippians: An Expositional Commentary; The Last and Future World;
Gospel of John, five volumes; The Epistles of John; and
Foundations of the Christian Faith, four volumes. Dr.
Boice is heard weekly coast to coast on the Bible Study
Hour radio program.
Rev. Ian Tait, curator of the rare book collection at
Covenant Theological Seminary in St. Louis, will receive
an honorary doctorate from Covenant College. An expert
on Puritan thought, Mr. Tait is special lecturer on puritan and pastoral studies at the seminary. He lectured on
"Puri tan Theology in Action" at the college earlier this
semester. Mr. Tait was pastor of the Evangelical Church
of Welwyn, Hertfordshire (England) 1950-1981.
·

Married student story has happy ending
He drove the moving van, she drove the car. Arriving in Chattanooga 15 hours after their departure the day
before, a wrong turn separated them . Donna found her
way to the Lookout Mountain campus first, following
signs and the directions of gas station attendants. Ken
made it an hour later.
So began this adventure for Ken and Donna McElrath of Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Ken was transferring
from Penn State to Covenant College, beginning this
spring semester. His wife Donna, a graduate of the same
school, was to hunt for a job. Neither knew where they
would live, but the rent on the van was only for five days.
"It was a frustrating beginning," sighed Ken, "but
we were overwhelmed with the help we got once we
arrived.'
"The folks in the Student Development department
went all-out to help us every way they could. Someone
took us out for pizza that first night. A married couple
with two young children put us up for a few days while
we went apartment-hunting. When time was up on our
moving van rental and we still hadn't found a place,
another couple let us move in with them, furniture and
all. Students were around to help us unload, then load up
into pick-ups and move again the next week. It was
amazing!"
Ken was transferring to Covenant College to major
in Biblical Studies. He was "fed up with the entire system" in the university . "It was very secular. There was
no room for me to express my views - even in my
artwork. Christianity was looked down upon - it just
wasn't acceptable."
"Professors there didn't encourage students to
think. They would load us up with information, then ask

Ken McElrath: "The
Christian approach (at
Covenant) doesn't stop
with the courses of
study."

us to regurgitate it. Philosophy courses were way-out. A
fact was not a fact; there were no absolutes. It got depressing to go to classes.''
"Covenant is so different from that. I've been here
such a short time, and already I see it in the classroom.
It's incredible, the amount of thought that goes into the
courses. It all flows together.'
"I looked at other Christian colleges. But I'm really
impressed with Covenant, in the way Christianity relates to everything. The professors here are really committed to teaching from that framework. There is also a
broader spectrum of lifestyle here. The Christian approach doesn't stop with the courses of study."
Ken hopes to be trained for the youth pastorate, or
for frontier missions - missionary work where no
churches have been established before. "It's not the degree I'm after, but the knowledge I'll gain while earning
my degree," he said. 'Tm here to learn!"
P.S. Donna also got her a job!

Honors and Achievements
- Covenant's founding president Robert Rayburn was
specially honored during chapel service March 23 . President
Essenburg and trustee chairman Dr. Richard Chewning presented Dr. Rayburn an engraved plaque citing his "leadership,
vision , and devotion to the college as founder in 1955, president 1955-65, and trustee 1965-84." Or. Rayburn retires from
active service on the board of trustees this year.
-Dr. Donovan Graham led a seminar on "Biblical
Perspectives on Gifts and Talents" at a meeting of the Chattanooga branch of Growth Opportunities of Gifted and
Talented Students. Dr. Graham is a board member of the organization.
- Dr. Timothy Evearitt led a workshop, "Left Brain , Right
Brain, and the Chalkboard," at the Chattanooga Area Reading
Association . Dr. Evearitt also serves as chairman of the Research and Study Committee for the International Reading
Association. The committee has recently completed a study of
the reading programs utili zed in Chattanooga area schools .
- Ors . Graham and Evearitt, also Dr . Louis Voskuil , Dr.
Nicholas Barker, and Mr . David Fortosis, led workshops at the
Southern Association of Christian Schools annual meeting in
March in Huntsville, Alabama .
- Dr. Michael Rulon, professor of psychology , has recently fini shed a brain research project involving stales of
consciousness at UCLA and Fuller Theological Seminary
School of Psychology in Pasadena. I le is now in Engl,111d working with Dr . Donald MacKay at the University of Keale for the
summer .
Dr. Hendrick Krabbendam's "The Functional Theology
of G . C. Berkouwer" was public;hC'd in Challenges to Iner-

rancy: A Theological Response, edited by Gordon Lewis and
Bruce Demarest. Dr. Krabbendam is professor of biblical
studies.
- Dr. Susan. Gallagher, assistant professor of English ,
chaired the "Humanistic Concerns in a Technological Society"
meeting at the 1984 Southern Humanities Conference on Politics, Society and the Humanities.

News . ..
- The Campus Activities Board sponsored the Fine Ai:ts
Fe stival March 1-1 - April -1 . Features included the Ramsey
Lewis trio, the Sidewalk Dance Theatre, the Chattanooga Boys
Choir, two contemporary Christian music groups, student and
faculty musicians and five major films . Student and area artists'
works were on display , and two visiting artists discu ssed their
work in art classes.
- English professor Dr. Paul Hesselink returns to Cov enant this fall after a one -year leave. The English department
will now be expanded to three faculty members ; Hesselink ,
Gallagher and Wildeman . This increase is made possible by
fund s provided through the Advancement Campaign . Toward
the $6 .1 million Campaign goal, the college has received about
$3.8 million as of April 6. Giving to the Campaign is for major
academic and capital improvements above and beyond annual
operating need s.
- As of April 12 , Covenant has received approximately
60'\, of the 1983-8-1 gifts and grants goal of $850,000. An additional $350,000 is needed by June 30 for the college to claim a
challenge grant of $250,000. In order to meet annual operating
expenses, it is essential that the gift and grants goal be reached .

Smiles are some of the rewards as
Trisha, Roy and Karen (below, left)
share God's love with these inner city
children.

Student outreach to inner city
Snoozing is not the Saturday morning agenda for
Karen Light, a sophomore at Covenant. At 9:00 am, she
appears in the lobby of Carter Hall, her pockets crammed
with apples and oranges.
Karen is taking the fruit to children in inner-city
Chattanooga. Every Saturday morning, she and a few
other Covenant students travel to the YMCA on Mitchell
Avenue to spend a couple of hours with community
children.
Beth Lambert, a Covenant graduate employed by
Inner-City Missions, Inc., began the program to get the
children off the streets for a little while each week and to
give them some special attention.
Covenant College students involved with Karen in
the Outreach Ministries program include sophomore
Trisha Boozer, senior Roy Boyd, and junior Janet Page.
They explain that many of the children come from unfortunate backgrounds. Several are of single-parent
families. Most have felt little discipline.

"It seems as if the parents let the kids raise themselves," says one student volunteer. "Many of the children practically live in the streets. This forces them to
grow up quickly, while learning how to take care of
themselves and younger siblings."
The students get together with the children to sing,
play games, draw, present skits, and read stories. They
emphasize that love and attention are what the children
need.
Janet Page reflects, "The time spent on Saturday
mornings is physically and emotionally demanding, but
worth it to me. After the children began to trust us, they
became very loyal. Now, they'll follow and climb all over
you!"
Karen adds, "They are the wildest kids, yet incredibly sweet. I've never been especially fond of children
before, but these youngsters are easy to love. They make
you love them."
·
from the Bagpipe, student newspaper
by Kay Hoover, sophomore
(photos by P11bl,c Relatio11s)
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Church grant -

another source of financial aid

To bridge the gap between tuition received and the
actual cost of educating our students, Covenant College
depends in part on the annual support of churches who
share its commitment to an education in which Christ is
pre-eminent. In turn, the college seeks to strengthen ties
with supporting churches, and to provide a service to
their members.
Toward this goal, Covenant has established a financial aid program designed to help student members of
our supporting churches. Students from 43 churches
have been aided financially through this program since
it began last fall.
Dave and Paul Reiter, brothers from Trinity Presbyterian Church in Kearney, Nebraska, are two of the
84 students who have received church grants this year.
Their father, Richard, attended Covenant in 1959.
"1 really wanted to go to a Christian college," said
Dave. "I considered Covenant a logical choice because of
what I had heard from my dad, and through my church.
This grant has really helped."
Paul added, "We each received the highest possible
church grant, because of the level of giving-per-member
in our church. Especially with both of us in college, this
grant has made a real dent in our family's bill."
Covenant's Church Grant Program is designed to
supplement other financial aid. It is awarded in addition
to scholarships and other types of financial aid, not on
the basis of need.
To qualify, a student must be a member of a church
which supports Covenant College in the amount of at
least $4.00 per communicant member per year. The
amount of each annual grant varies, depending on the
level of giving from the church. The size is determined
by the following schedule:
Giving per Member
$ 4.00-9.99*

10.00-19.99
20.00-29.99
30.00-or more

Grant per Student
$ 200
500
1,000
1,500

•or an increase of $1,200 above the previous year

DAVE AND PAUL- REITER

The college bases the size of a grant on church giving
during the previous calendar year. The grants to be
awarded for the 1984-85 academic year are based on
church giving during calendar 1983. Recent tabulations
show that 136 churches qualify for the 1984-85 grants!
Grants for 1985-86 will be based on church giving
January through December, 1984.
Dave and Paul are both pleased with their experience at Covenant. Said Dave, "At Covenant, I have benefitted in a way I never could have in a state school. I am
excited about being a Christian philosopher with the
background that I've received here."
Paul continued, "I like the way Covenant emphasizes a Christian approach to practically every aspect
of daily life."

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 4
May 5
May 7-25
August 20
August 22, 23
August 24

Commencement Concert 8:00 pm
Commencement 10:00 am
May Term
New students arrive
Registration
First Day of Classes
(Convocation 10:00 am)

MAY PRAYER CALENDAR
We appreciate your prayers for the following faculty, staff and
administration personnel.

1 Pray for faculty and students in this busy week

16 Pray for Gary Huisman in his administrative

2 Pray for Dr. Nicholas Barker, Vice President

Pray for Virginia Blair, Assistant librarian. Her
1 7 willing
helpfulness is a valuable asset to Co-

of finals and grading.

for Academic and Student Affairs, as he directs
an expanding academic program.

3 Pray for Dr. Donovan Graham, Dean of Faculty, who is organizing a degree-completion
program for working adults.

4 Pray for Dean of Admissions and Records,
Rudolph Schmidt, busy with final arrangements for Commencement tomorrow.

5 Pray for God's guidance for today's graduating
seniors. Thank the Lord that they have reached
this special goal.

6 Pray for the students traveling home during
the next few days. Ask that the Lord will bless
their time this summer

7 Pray for those enrolled in May term courses.

Registration begins today. These scholars will
need special motivation in their studies.

8 Pray for Barry Loy, Dean of Students, as he
deals every day with student problems and
other difficulties. Ask the Lord for special guidance for him.

9 Pray for Business Manager Floyd Simmons as
he directs many important college business
matters.

10 Pray for Dr. Arthur Klem, Vice President for
Development, as he works to enrich Covenant's programs and facilities through the Advancement Campaign effort.

11

Pray for Dr Paul Biggers, Director of Annual
Support. Pray that the $850,000 annual
Gifts and Grants Goal may be met by the deadline of June 30.

12 Pray for Dr. Charles Donaldson, Director of

and organizational position as Librarian.

venant.

18 Pray for Sandra Barker, library Technical Assistant. Thank the Lord for her.

19 Pray for Kathleen Stevens, a faithful worker in
her job as Library Technical Assistant.

Pray for Secretary of Admissions and Records,
20 Fern
Moore, who retires from 17 years of active service at Covenant this month.

21 Pray tor Resident Director Lulu Greenhall as
she prepares for her June 30 wedding to Craig
Johnson. The couple will live in a Carter Hall
apartment as Lulu continues in her duties.

22 Pray for Bob Gage, Resident Director at Covenant for the past two years. He will leave to
pursue his M.B.A. this fall.

23 Pray for Barbara Michal, Director of Student
Health, who requests prayer for guidance in
planning this fall's health program.

24 Pray for Ed Kellogg, Associate Professor of
Art, exhibiting his work in various shows this
summer. Ask the Lord for strength and creativity for him.

25 Pray for Charles Anderson,

Biblical Studies
Professor He asks for wisdom in developing
curriculi for the degree completion program
currently being developed.

26 Pray for Associate

Professor of Biblical
Studies, Ray Clark. Ask that the Lord would
grant him a relaxing summer.

2 7 Pray for Professor of Biblical Studies. Dr. Paul

G1lchnst, who requests wisdom as he writes
two major articles this summer.

Planning and Enrollment Development. He will
be going through the preliminaries of reaffirming the college's accreditation throughout this
year.

28 Pray for Dr. Hendrick Krabbendam, Professor

13 Pray for President Dr. Martin Essenburg in his

Pray for Associate Professor of Bible and Mis29 sions
Dr Robert Lambert. He plans to travel

travels on behalf of the college. Bless his time
with trustees, churches and friends

14 Pray for Christopher Dodson, Assistant Pro.

lessor of Accounting Ask the Lord for a relaxing summer for him

15 Pray for the secretary of Academic .Affairs,
Lillian Boorse She requests wisdom and patience in her involvement with budgetary mat
ters.

of Biblical Studies, working with Wings of
Hope's youth ministry in Uganda this summer.

throughout the Far East dunng May and June
and needs spiritual direction and physical
sustenance

30 Pray for Dr. John Lathers, Professor of Biology Ask the Lord for his continued vigor

Pray for Assistant Biology Professor Dr
31 Jerome
Wenger who will be developing an
AuSable Trails Instructional Program in ecology this year

JUNE PRAYER CALENDAR
1 Pray for Frederick Kirms, Professor of Busi-

ness Administration. He has just finished
teaching several May Term courses. Pray for a
restful summer for him.

2 Pray for Business Office Secretary Sharon

Warren. She requests prayer for her husband,
Danny, speaking at various churches this
summer in conjunction with a youth ministry
with which they are involved.

16 Pray for Tom Grunstra in the various facets of
his work in Preventive Maintenance.

17 Pray for Assistant Physical Plant Director, Bob
Harbert. Thank the Lord for his faithful service.

18 Pray for Electrician Bill Higgins. Thank God for
his special talents

19 Pray for Earl Klinger, Maintenance Mechanic.

3 Pray for Manager of Office Services, Eileen

Thank the Lord for his thoroughness and competence.

Auel. Thank the Lord for her unflagging dedication.

20 Pray for Tom Larson, Physical Plant Director.

4 Pray for Office Service Clerk, Barbara Sim-

Ask the Lord to bless his work on major campus building and improvement projects.

mons. She works with various college mailings .

21 Pray for Dale Lee, Supervisor of Housekeep-

5 Pray for Phyllis Crooks. She needs the Lord's

leading in her many responsibilities as Controller.

6 Pray for Betty Barham. Office Clerk in Accounting , for strength in the daily demands of her
job.

7 Pray for Mary Faith George, Accounting Clerk.
Ask the Lord's blessing on her work today.

8 Pray for Dixie Powell, Bookkeeper. Thank the
Lord for her careful work.

9 Pray for Tuck Shoppe Manager, Marie Henning , in all the responsibilities she undertakes.
Pray that the Shoppe would be a ministry to all
its summer visitors.

1 Q Pray for Randy Smith , for his organizational

and administrative work this summer as Conference Director . Ask the Lord 's blessing on
the many conferences Covenant is hosting .

11 Pray for Mrs. Craig Lyon , College Hostess.
Thank the Lord for her cheerful hospitality

12 Pray for Kenny Lee , Personnel Director

ing. His department will be going full force this
summer through the conference season.

22 Pray for Collyn Schmidt, Assistant Supervisor

of Housekeeping, as she actively delegates responsibilities for her summer crew .

23 Pray for Cathy Pinner, who works part-time in
the Housekeeping Department. Thank the Lord
for her help.

24 Pray

for the Supervisor of Grounds and
Equipment , Reece Rogers. Pray that his cheerful nature will bless all he meets.

25 Pray for Jenny Tilley, Purchasing Director. Ask
the Lord for wisdom in her many decisions.

26 Pray tor Assistant

Professor of Chemistry,
Brian McRae. Ask God to make his summer
profitable .

2 7 Pray for the Manager of the Academic Compu-

ter Center, Dr. Douglas Sizemore , who is preparing for next fall's courses in his role of
Associate Professor of Computer Science .

28 Pray for Professor of Computer Science and

Remember him as he works with the summer
staff .

Information Charles Thomas . Thank the Lord
for his willingness to work directly with his
students.

13 Pray for Switchboard Operator Debbie Martin

29 Pray for the students comprising Covenant's

14 Pray for Neal McKinney, Administrative Com-

3 0 Pray tor the trustees of Covenant College to-

as she deals with many people throughout the
day
puting Director Praise the Lord for his able
mind and cheerful work.

15 Pray for Jim Clark, Security Guard . He needs

safety and strength when making his night
rounds

summer staff. Thank the Lord for their many
talents. Remember those who may be feeling
homesick at this time .
day . They have many responsibilities , both in
their communities and in their involvement
with the college . Ask the Lord 's blessing on all
their labors

