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Essenburg meets

Israeli leaders
President Martin Essenburg was one of twelve
college presidents from the United States who visited
Israel last month. The college officials were guests of
the World Zionist Organization in cooperation with
the Christian College Coalition . The ten day itinerary
included daily meetings with educational, religious
and political leaders. Dr. Essenburg met with the
president of the Hebrew University, the minister of
the interior, Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek, and Yitzhak Rabin, foriner prime minister and still a member
of the Knesset, Israel's parliament. The group also
toured many important cities, biblical sites, a kibbutz,
and the Institute for Holy Land Studies. They visited
Bethlehem, Beersheba, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Galilee,
the Dead Sea, Masada and Qumran.
Following his trip, President Essenburg made a
presentation of slides to the college community and
shared his impressions of Israel, its geography, its
people, its economy, and its political situation. Expressing gratitude to the host organization that made
the trip possible, he said, "The rich biblical history
and the strategic importance of Israel in our contemporary world made this an extremely interesting and
valuable tour."

Health Fair
Covenant College sponsored its own Health
Fair on April 13. One hundred forty elementary school children and numerous Covenant
students, faculty and staff viewed the medical demonstrations and film presentations
given by the fourteen local health agencies
represented. Barbara Michal, Director of
Heal th Services, organized the fair to
heighten awareness of medical problems
and to acquaint the Covenant community
with available health services.

From left: T. Cartter Frierson (Planning Committee Chairman) ,
Dr. Cortez Cooper, President Essenburg

Board of Associates
hears Cortez Cooper
The Covenant College Board of A sociates, consisting of Christian business and community leaders
who take an active interest in the college, hosted a
banquet April 21 to acquaint area residents with the
mission and outreach of the college.
Dr. Cortez Cooper of Christ Presbyterian Church
in Nashville was the featured speaker. His message
emphasized the value of the Christian college.
"The immutability, the unchangeability, the
tenacity of love - I find that this is that one factor in
the Christian college that will never be duplicated in
the world - never! The young men and women who
study here, and the faculty who teach them, will have
the highest kind of measured value priority in our
lives ."
President Essenburg introduced Mr . Harold
Finch, a Chattanooga businessman whose prayers
and personal efforts were instrumental in establishing the former "Lookout Mountain Hotel" as the site
for Covenant College in the 1960' s. Dr. Essenburg
cited Mr. Finch's innumerable hours spent in initial
renovation of what is now Carter Hall, in making
preliminary key contacts in Chattanooga on behalf of
Covenant, and as a member of Covenant's Board of
Trustees 1964-1970.

Covenant Colle~e involved
in gifted education
Through a grant from a Chattanooga foundation ,
Covenant College is deeply involved in the creation
of a program designed to benefit gifted children in the
public and private schools in and around Chattanooga.
Under the direction of Robert Cotner, who
worked with the National Business Consortium for
the Gifted and Talented in Washington, D. C. and is
an English instructor of more than 25 years' experience, the Program for the Gifted is being developed
to serve the Georgia counties of Catoosa, Dade, and
Walker, as well as Hamilton County and Chattanooga
City Schools in Tennessee .
" This is one of the most unusual programs in the
country," Cotner stated, "b ecause the area spans two
states, five school jurisdictions, and a wide variety of
socio-economic groups - from urban to rural, culturally enriched and culturally deprived, wealthy and
poor."
In the past six months, more than 75 persons have
been interviewed and a group of working committees
composed of nearly 50 persons from all school jurisdictions have been brought together to discuss what
is being done and what needs to be done for gifted
children . The program, when in place, will bring together a coalition of educators, business people, parents, and citizens involved in leadership, visual and
performing arts, and creativity in their daily lives.
" We have the interest of and involvement with
Hunter Museum of Art, the Little Theatre, the Chattanooga Symphony, the Junior League, University of
Tennessee, Chattanooga State Community College,
local churches, as well as attorneys, bankers, and
business people in this project," Cotner added .
" What we want to create is a private, non-profit
agency that will provide a broad base of offerings for
gifted children and youth in school systems whose
bases have become narrow and even restrictive,"
Cotner said. More than 60 schools will be affected by
the program.

Honors and Achievements
• Two Covenant students in the dual degree
program in engineering at the Georgia Institute of Technology received awards on Georgia Tech Honors Day in May. Pam Drechsel
received the W.M. Spicer Award in Chemistry for an outstanding rising senior in chemistry. Tom Monroe received the J.C. Curries
Mathematics award for outstanding scholarship in mathematics.
• Seung Lee, Covenant soccer captain, was
chosen for the all-star soccer team representing Sports Life Ministries of Tacoma, Washington. Seung travels to South America this
summer on a playing tour with the organization.

Robert Cotner with third-grader at Chattanooga Christian School

Covenant personnel directly involved in development of the program, besides Cotner, are Dr. John
Hamm, Dr. Douglas Sizemore, Prof. Edward Kellogg, Dr . Marion Barnes, and Dr. Donovan Graham.
The program defines "gifted" in terms of the 1978
Gifted Children's Act of the U. S. Congress, which,
besides intellectual dimensions, includes those in
creativity, leadership, visual arts and performing arts.
It is expected that the program will be fully developed by June, 1983, and at least one major phase of it
will be in place in August, 1983. "This is an opportunity for the college to be involved in a most creative
way in an urgent aspect of community life," Cotner
said, " and we're grateful for the prospects of this sort
of Kingdom~service in the area."

• Dr. Craig Parker, Associate Professor of
Music, made a presentation on teacher education in music at the Southeastern Music
Education Symposium at the University of
Georgia at Athens in April. A paper based on
the presentation was published in the proceedings of the symposium.
• Dr. Louis Voskuil, Professor of History, reviewed The Second American Revolution by
John W. Whitehead in the May 25 issue of the
Presbyterian Journal.
• A book review by Professor of Philosophy Dr.
Gordon Clark on Bernard Ramm' s After Fundamentalism appeared in the June issue of the
Fundamentalist Journal.

Williamson honored
at Commencement
Covenant College awarded degrees to 88
graduates in its 28th annual Commencement Exercises Saturday, May 7 at 10:00 a.m. Rev. John Wood
of Hingham, Massachusetts delivered the commencement address entitled, "The One Requirement." Mr. Wood, former pastor of the East Ridge
Presbyterian Church in Chattanooga, was a favorite
chapel speaker while living here. He charged the
graduates to be good stewards of all that God has
given them. " 'Success' is not a New Testament concept. God requires that you be good stewards of all
that you have - money, skills, talents. Everything
that you have is not yours alone."
During the ceremony President Essenburg and
Dr. Richard Chewning, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees, presented an honorary Doctorate of Laws
degree to attorney Warren Jackson Williamson of
Greenville, Alabama. Dr. Williamson served as a
member of the Covenant College Board of Trustees
for six years. He has been active on the Board of
Directors of the PresbiJterimz Journal and on the Board
of Trustees of the Reformed Theological Seminary .
For many years he has served as a ruJing elder in the
First Presbyterian Church in Greenville and was the
secretary for Concerned Presbyterians . Dr. Williamson was instrumental in the formation of the Presbyterian Church in America, was elected as its first
moderator in 1973, and helped in preparing the Book
of Church Order.
The processional and recessional were led by the
traditional Scottish bagpiper. Senior testimonies were
given by Sandra Gillen and David Winburne .
Jonathan Musselman and Beth Ann Piske performed
special music. Mrs. Elisabeth McRae, president of the
Alumni Association, welcomed the graduates to the
body of alumni.

Onward, ho!
The recent graduates of Covenant College, degrees in hand, are moving out across the country and
the world to pursue their varied interests and careers
as the Lord leads them.
The following is a sample of seniors whose plans
have been confirmed.
Ron Radke, a biblical studies major, will head for
Japan this summer where he will serve with the Language Institute for Evangelism.
Sunday Joseph Otengho and Bill Kaufman will
attend Covenant Seminary St. Louis, Missouri. Both
received their degrees in biblical studies.
Biology major Tim Morris was one of four students chosen for the immunology graduate program at
the University of Florida. He will begin work on his
master's degree there in the fall.
Jonathan Musselman will travel to France in the
fall to begin work on a degree in French language and
history, as well as vocal music. Jonathan received
degrees from Covenant College in history and music.
Psychology major Clifton Muller plans to sell
computer hardware and software in the Washington,
D.C. area.

Rev. Wood

From left: Dr. Essenburg,
Dr. Williamson, Dr. Chewning

Jonathan Musselman
and Bruce McRae (left)
attained the honor of
summa cum laude.
Magna cum laude
graduates were Valerie
Venema,
Mertis
Armes, Tim Morris
and Tim Essenburg.

Meg Pattison will fly to Korea early this summer to
participate in short-term missionary work there . Meg
majored in biblical studies.
Sandra Gillen has accepted a teaching position
with Chattanooga Christian Schools and will begin
there this coming school year. While at Covenant,
Sandra majored in elementary education.
Biblical studies major David Winburne plans to
further his study at L' Abri in England.
Cheryl Berkey received her associate of arts degree in basic health sciences. She plans a career in
nursing and will begin her nursing education at
Emory University in the fa]!.
D' Arey Nuermberger will travel to Anniston, Alabama to accept a teaching position at the Christian
school there. She majored in elementary education.
Economics major Tim Essenburg will become the
business manager of Chattanooga Christian Schools.
Sandra Kosrnacek intends to work as a physical
therapy technician at Emory University Hospital. She
plans eventually to enter the physical therapy school
there. Sandra was a physical education major.
Jenny Tilley will remain at Covenant College to
work as Director of Purchasing. She majored in English .

Commencement

~983

Covenant Students in
American Studies Program

Calendar of Events
August 24-25 .......... Registration for Fall
August 26 ............ Fall semester begins;
Convocation 10:00 a.m.

Denise Hulsey

Karla Underwood

Denise Hulsey, an accounting major and a senior
at Covenant College, has been selected by the Christian College Coalition to participate in its American
Studies Program. Miss Hulsey, of Dothan, Alabama,
traveled to Washington, D.C. to begin the work study
program May 16.
She applied for participation several months ago.
Requirements for acceptance are stringent and demanding; each application must be accompanied by a
full college transcript, an employment resume, and a
personal recommendation from the college which the
applicant attends. The process is selective. Only 45
students are accepted out of several hundred who
apply yearly.
The program itself is composed of two major activities: internship employment in a government
agency, and classroom lectures and discussions on
current issues. Students are placed in jobs in government offices and are required to work 20 to 30
hours each week in addition to academic studies.
Most work is done in the mornings, with the afternoons reserved for classes.
Class discussions center on national issues.
Priorities for social spending, nuclear proliferation,
and U.S.-Soviet relations are just a few of the past
topics.

Karla Underwood, a Covenant student who participated in the program this past semester, was
employed by the Department of Energy during her
internship. She values the experience she gained,
both in the lecture periods and as a member of the
government work force. "The work," she said, "is
basic at first: copying, filing, and other work like
that. .. but by the end, we really know what's going on
in those offices." Miss Underwood was involved in
the operation of the department's computer system,
as well as the updating of several reference manuals.
She noted that the lecture sessions were the most
valuable facet of the whole experience in that they
taught students how to practically apply Christian
principles to thought on modern issues. She stated
that she was quite surprised to find that so few students had ever been exposed to such application of
Christian thinking. "Only a very few colleges of the
seventy (members of the Coalition) are really on line
in working out their faith," she said. She noted that
Covenant College was included by her professors as
being one of those few colleges.
The American Studies Program is open to junior
and senior students who attend colleges that are
members of the Coalition. The program is designed
for students with wide ranges of academic interests
and vocational plans. Three and four month internships take place in the fall and spring semesters,
while the summer internship, which Ms. Hulsey will
attend, lasts six weeks. Students participating in the
program earn college credit for their efforts.

Calling for Covenant
In an all-out effort to expand the support base of
the college, Operation Phonathon 1983 was conducted from the campus April 11-30. Administrators,
faculty, staff, students and alumni participated in the
phonathon, a telephone campaign which was part of
the year's effort to raise money needed for the operating fund by the deadline of June 30, the end of the
college fiscal year.
Centel, a Chattanooga-based telephone company
with offices nationwide, lent a key boost to the campaign by dona ting the ten telephones and assorted
hardware essential to their operation. Said Dr. Arthur
Klem, phonathon chairman, "It is exciting to see the
students, alumni, and those who work at Covenant
take an active part in this drive. The results will affect
the entire community in a direct way."
By the end of the campaign, the volunteers had
received more than $30,000 in initial pledges toward
the gifts and grants goal of the college.

JULY-AUGUST PRAYER CALENDAR 2
16

July

1

Please lift up the recently graduated seniors
as they pursue their careers and future plans
this summer. Pray that they maintain strength
in their walks with God in an ever changing
society.

Thank the Lord in your prayers today for the
valuable service and talents of Mr. Gary
Huisman , our Librarian .

17

Join with us in thanks today for the work of
Mr. Ross E. Cook, a member of our Board of
Trustees . Ask the Lord to bless his work at
Glasscraft in Memphis , Tennessee .

The work of Dr Arthur Klem . Vice President
for Development, is vital to the future of our
college . Please pray that the Lord will bless
his work, and give him a refreshing and beneficial summer.

3

Pray for the Lord's guidance for Mrs . Susan
Rushlow in her work as secretary in Financial
Aid .

4

Please pray for Mr . David Fortosis that God
will enable him to return in the fall prepared to
take up his duties as Assistant Professor of
Physical Education

5

Mrs . Mary Faith George would appreciate
your prayers today as she works for the Lord
in the Accounting Office .

6

Ask the Lord's blessing on Mr. Christopher
Dodson , Assistant Professor of Accounting ,
and his work at the college .
Pause and pray today for Mr. Danny Warren
who 1s Security Guard at the college . Pray
also for his wife , Sharon , who works in the
Business Office

2

Ask the Lord today to be with Associate Professor of Business Frederick Kirms as he prepares his curriculum for the coming semester.

18

Join with us in prayer today for Mrs . Eve
Soltau , Assistant Director of Admissions
Counseling , as she prepares for the school
year in the fall

3

Pray for Mr. Rick Cieplinski , new Director of
Dining Services, as he prepares food for conference guests this summer.

19

4

On this Independence Day, thank our Lord
that we enjoy in this country , by His grace ,
numerous basic freedoms , including the freedom to proclaim the Gospel , and to educate
our young people in Christian schools and
colleges.

As Director of Public Relations . Mrs . Sheryl
Hendrickson represents the college to various
publics . Pray for creative insight as she prepares materials declaring Covenant's purpose
and mission

20

Many students will be seeking financial aid to
supplement their funds so that they may return to school here in the fall . Pray that the
Lord will open doors for them and provide the
needed money

8

21

Ask the Lord to bestow a blessing on Mrs
Marie Henning today as she prepares for fall
supplies as Manager of the Tuck Shoppe . the
college bookstore .

Ask that the Lord will uphold Mr. Dale Lee ,
Supervisor of Housekeeping The summer
conference season is especially demanding
for him and his staff

9

22

Director of Planning and Enrollment Development Dr Charles Donaldson needs your
prayers in support of his vital work

Several young people from foreign countries
plan to come to Covenant this fall , and the
transition will be difficult as they travel to a
strange country Pray that the Lord will protect them , provide for their needs, and give
them peace in their move

23

Please thank the Lord today for the valuable
work Mr Bill Higgins performs as the
school's electrician

10

Mrs Debbie Martin is our swit chboard
operator Praise the Lord for her patience and
efficiency as she deals with many people each
day

24

Mr Robert Gage serves here as Resident Director for men Ask the Lord to uphold him in
His service

11

25

Pray for President Martin Essenburg as he
works to further develop and carry out the
purpose and plan for the college

Give thanks to the Lord for the special dedicated service of Mrs Craig Lyon , College
Hostess , especially as she works with summer conferences

26

Praise the Lord for the loving diligence of Rev
Henry and Mrs. Kathleen Stevens Mr Stevens serves as the college carpenter , and his
wife is a member of our library staff

12

Be in prayer today for Mr Thomas Larson ,
Physical Plant Director, as he works with ren ovation planning this summer Ask for insight
as he solves problem situations

13

Remember Dr Hendrik Krabbendam , Professor of Biblical Studies , in your prayers today
Ask that the Lord would grant him wisdom as
he travels this summer on behalf of the college . and prepares for school this fall

14

Pray today for Mr Barry Loy Ask that his
summer might leave him strengthened anew
for his duties as Dean of Students

15

Devote this time in prayer today for the students who will return to continue their education this fall Pray that they will be mentally ,
spiritually , and physically prepared to meet
and learn from the challenges that the Lord
puts before them

5

Pray for Mr. Floyd Simmons , our Business
Manager, today . Ask that the Lord will grant
him the wisdom to efficiently direct the important business functions of the college . Give
thanks to the Lord for his wife , Barbara , as
she wor1<s in Office Services .

6

Mr. Stephen D. Lawton is Director of Alumni
Relations . Ask the Lord to bless his efforts
and make his job a rewarding one

7

Thank the Lord today for the dedication and
skills of Mrs. Diane Hutchins as she works in
the Development Offi.ce .

8

Mrs . Rebecca Bigger is the Admissions Counseling Office Coordinator, a position requiring
a great deal of organization . Pray for her and
her husband, Lauren, a Covenant student and
Campus Activities Board Chairman this fall.

9

Pray for Mrs . Kenna Hickey, secretary in Student Development, as she works to prepare
for new and returning students in the fall

10

Pray today that the Lord's wisdom would be
upon Dr . Paul Gilchrist as he prepares to
teach students key scriptural truths throughout the coming year.

11

Dr. Nicholas Barker honors God daily in his
position as Vice Pres ident for Academic and
Student Affairs . Ask the Lord to uphold him in
his many and varied responsibilities this year.

12

Thank the Lord for the dedication and talent of
Dr. John Hamm in his positions as Professor
of Music and director of the Chorale . Pray that
the summer would be a refreshing one for
him .

13

Remember the student summer staff in your
prayers as they seek to better serve the
school , the summer conferees, and the Lord
during this break from classes. Ask that they
may return in the fall refreshed and prepared
for another school year.

14
15

Ask the Lord to bless Mr. Richard S. Gabrielse this day in a special way. Thank the
Lord for his valuable service and skills both as
a member of our Board of Trustees , and in his
work as President of Midwest Mechanical
Contractors in Detroit, Michigan.
Rev . Robert Milliken is the pastor of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Lookout
Mountain near the college . Ask that the Lord
bless his efforts there .

27

Pray for guidance and strength for Miss Lulu
Greenhall who will begin this fall as Resident
Director for women Ask the Lord to make her
transition a smooth one

28

Pray for the renovations in progress on cam pus , that they may be completed on schedule
to the benefit , health , and safety of everyone
involved .

7

29

Today, thank the Lord for the hard work of
Miss Lillian Boorse in her very important area
of service . She is the secretary for Academic
Affairs .

30

Mr. Ira D. Halvorsen is truly an asset to our
Music Department as Associate Professor of
Music. Offer thanks to God for Professor Halvorsen 's gifts in music theory and piano

16

Ask a special blessing for Mr. Rudolph
Schmidt , Dean of Admissions and Records ,
as there is so much to be done at this beginning of a new school year.

31

Ask the Lord today to uphold Dr . William S.
Barker, a member of our Board of Trustees .
He is also President of Covenant Seminary.

17

Thank the Lord today for the special efforts
put forth by Mr. Reece Rogers in his position
as Supervisor of Grounds and Equipment.

18

Spend time in prayer today and tomorrow for
the Faculty/Staff Retreat. Ask that the Lord 's
guiding hand will be upon them in this final
preparation for the school year

19

Take time today to pray for the work of Dr.
Jack Muller, Associate Professor of Sociology Pray for him as he plans his courses for
the fall.

August

1

Remember Director of Financial Aid Mrs . Ann
Grimes in your prayer time today. Ask the
Lord to help her as she seeks funds for Covenant students .
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20

21

Dr . William H. Hall is a member of our Board
of Trustees . Thank the Lord today for his
willingness to take time out from his busy
medical practice in Orlando , Florida to serve
the college in this position
Pray that the Lord would guide Mr Robert
Harbert, Assistant Physical Plant Director , in
the work he faces today and in the coming
year.

22

Today the freshmen and transfer students arrive on campus to begin their first year at
Covenant They need God 's grace through the
confusion of newness and unfamiliarity

23

Pray for Dr. Donovan Graham today He is the
Dean of Faculty and has numerous responsibilities pressing now and throughout the
year
Pray that the Lord would be with all the students today as they register for classes . Ask
that His wisdom be shown in the decisions
that they must make . Ask for peace as they
face the new year.

24
25

26
27
28

29
30

31

Dean of Admissions and Records Rudolph
Schmidt is especially busy this time of year
Pray for wisdom as he counsels students and
helps them prepare their schedules
Today is the first day of classes . Be in prayer
tor the students , faculty , and staff th is week
as they receive the blessings and burdens of
the first week of school.
As Associate Professor of Education , Dr.
Timothy Evearitt teaches students how to better teach children in a manner that brings
glory to God . Ask that the Lord would guide
him in his demanding task .
Thank the Lord today for Dr. Russell Heddendart and his talents and gifts as Professor of
Sociology .
As Director of Purchasing , Miss Jenny Tilley
has many responsibilities . Ask the Lord to
help her in her work as she buys materials for
college use .
Ask the Lord today to bless Mr. David Hoover,
Assistant Professor of Philosophy, as he will
be teaching students how to think as Christians concerning the world 's philosophies .
Dr. Paul Biggers has recently begun work at
Covenant as Director of Annual Support. Pray
that he would quickly feel at ease in this new
position .

Deadline June 30, 1983
-AN URGENT PRAYER REQUEST

As of June 2 we have received
$508,000 toward our Annual Fund goal
of $910,000. This year the college has
been offered a challenge gift of $200,000
which can be claimed if at least $710,000
is raised by the end of the fiscal year,
June 30, 1983.
That means we still need to receive
$202,000 in order to be able to claim the
challenge gift. In addition to what has
been received, promised contributions
from interested friends now amount to
$40,000.
We are very much encouraged that
giving from alumni is considerably more
than last year at this time. Church giving during this fiscal year has also increased. Giving from faculty and staff
and parents shows significant increases
above any previous year. We are most
grateful for growing support from so
many committed friends of Covenant.
Because this year's challenge goal is
$130,000 higher than last year, our task
is that much tougher.
Please pray with us that we will be
able to claim the $200,000 challenge gift
and end our fiscal year with a balanced
budget. It is vital that Covenant College
maintain fiscal soundness. We look to
the Lord for His provision.
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* $40,000 promised contributions
as of June 2

