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Essenburg announces new
appointments
President Martin Essenburg recently announced
three major new appointments and a new administrative structure for the college.
Dr. Nicholas Barker, currently serving as Vice President for Academic Affairs
Dr. Essenburg
and Dean of the Faculty,
has been promoted to a new position, Vice President
for Academic and Student Affairs. Two new deans
have been appointed: Dr. Donovc\n Graham, at present Associate Professor of Education, will become
Dean of the Faculty, and Mr. Barry Loy is promoted
from Assistant Dean of Students to Dean of Students.
These appointments will be effective July 1, 1982.
"I am very pleased to announce this administrative
plan and the appointments of three highly qualified
people to new positions," says Dr. Essenburg. "The
new plan is designed to promote a close working relationship between academic and student affairs."
Dr. Barker graduated summa cum laude from
Princeton University in 1959, and received the M.A.
and Ph.D. in 1961 and 1966 from the University of
Minnesota, majoring in English with a minor in Latin.
After teaching at the University of Minnesota for four
years, he came to Covenant in 1966 where he has
served as an English professor. In 1972 he became
Dean of the Faculty. His writings have been published
in various educational and scholastic journals, and he
has lectured as part of the Staley Distinguished Scholar Lecture Program and in faculty lectureship series
for the Association of Reformed Colleges and other
groups. He is a ruling elder of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Lookout Mountain, chairman of the
board of trustees for Inner City Missions, and a member of the board of trustees of the Chattanooga Opera
Association. Dr. Barker also serves as chairman of the
board of trustees of Choose Life, and is a member of
both the American Society for Aesthetics and the British Society of Aesthetics. He currently serves on the
Board of Home Ministries of the Reformed Presbyterian Church.

Dr. Barker

Dr. Graham

Mr. Loy

Dr. Graham received his M.A. in Counseling and
Guidance as well as an Ed.D. in Counseling and Educational Psychology from New Mexico State University in 1969 and 1973. For five years he was high school
teacher and counselor in Estes Park, Colorado. He
came to Covenant as Associate Dean of Students, and
became Dean of Students in 1974. After a year as
Director of Cooperative Educational Services in Lookout Mountain, he returned to Covenant in 1976 as
Associate Professor of Education where he has served
until the present. Also an adjunct professor at the
Graduate School of Education, Reformed Theological
Seminary in Jackson, Mississippi, Dr. Graham lectures
and conducts workshops at various schools, churches,
and conventions in the U.S.
Mr. Loy holds a B.A. in Psychology and Recreation
Administration from the University of North Carolina,
and an M.A. in Counseling from Wheaton College.
After two years as Resident Director at Calvin College
in Michigan, he has served since 1980 as Director of
Counseling and Assistant Dean of Students at Covenant. Previously he has been a missionary in Europe
with International Crusades, has worked part-time
with a campus ministry at the University of North
Carolina, and has interned in the Broene Counseling
Center at Calvin College. He has participated in several student development regional and national conferences.
"I have great confidence in Dr. Barker, Dr. Graham,
and Mr. Loy, and I believe they will work very effectively with their colleagues and the students," stated
President Essenburg.

College Calendar Highlights
Commencement ...................... May 8
May Summer Term ................ May 10-28
Alumni Conference .................. July 3--9
Freshmen arrive for
fall term ........................ August 21
Fall Registration ................ August 25-26
Gasses begin . ..................... August 27
(opening Convocation
10:00a.m.)
The Covenant Invitational Judo Tournament drew 53 competitors,
including several top U.S. athletes in their divisions. Three Covenant students, Greg Easterbrook, Dave Braunecker, and Torn Baker
won third place in their divisions.

New scholarship gifts-an
investment in the future
Beginning in the corning school year, Covenant
College students will be eligible for two major new
scholarships, each in the amount of $3,000. These
scholarships were established by Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Price of Greenville, SC. The Ralph A. Price Scholarship will provide assistance for a student preparing
for scientific or technological research. The Virginia
Price Scholarship for students preparing for the
Christian ministry, missions or teaching.

Did you know that
84% of Covenant students
receive financial aid
at an average of
$3,100 per student?

Board sets '82-'83 budget, tuition
The Board of Trustees at its March 25-26 meeting
adopted a balanced budget of 4.9 million dollars and
approved tuition, room and board charges for the
1982-83 school year. Costs per semester will be as
follows: tuition-$1995; average roorn-$440; full meal
plan-$730; lunch and dinner only-$680. These
charges represent an overall. increase of 7.7% over
1981-82 school year costs.
Other board actions included work on a plan to offer
grants to students from supporting churches and
approving the auction of three hundred acres of college owned land. Located a few miles south of the
campus, the land will be auctioned off in parcels of five
to seventy acres on Saturday, June 5. Auctioneer and
college trustee Oliver Smith will handle the proceedings.

Financial aid counselors
are ready with scholarship
and aid information,
as well as other ideas
for cutting college costs.
Benefits from a Christian
college education are lifelong.
Call the Admissions Counseling
Office, 404/820-1560
extension 245, for details.
Progress report on this year's
challenge grant

Alumni, faculty, staff, trustees, parents, students,
church leaders and other friends of the college are
participating in this strategic effort and we are joining
in prayer. We need your help, too.
Our most crucial need at this time is increased
church giving. Individual contributions given through
your church can be counted toward church giving, as
well as toward total gifts and grants.

Toward our total need of $830,000 in gifts and grants
(operating fund) the college has received $397,000 as
of May 14. If we receive $580,000 by June 30, 1982,
including at least $250,000 in church giving, we become eligible to claim a grant of $250,000.
THAT'S A TREMENDOUS OPPORTUNITY!
$250,000

$580,000

Church Giving
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Serving The Lord by
guarding His children
"Our force members are dedicated and responsible.
Any one of them would risk his or her life, if need be,
to save a fellow student or community member."
These are words spoken by R. Scott Kennedy, a sophomore at Covenant and Lieutenant of the Lookout
Mountain, Georgia Engine Company 2-also known
as the Covenant College Volunteer Fire Department.
A group was formed a few years ago to protect the
lives of students, staff, and faculty on the Covenant
campus, as well as to reach out in Christian service to
the rest of the Lookout Mountain area and beyond.
Several individuals have made notable contributions
in the past. This year, however, the department has
finally come into its own as a significant team force in
the prevention of fires and the preparedness for fighting them.
Under the direction of Covenant Supervisor of
Maintenance Ben Clark and Lookout Mountain, Georgia Fire Chief John Sanders, these students are professionally trained to be ready for fire fighting and life
saving service at a moment's notice. The fourteen men
and one woman were interviewed and hand selected
at the beginning of the year for their attitude, background, and promise as team members. They are
second of three firefighting companies of the Lookout
Mountain, Georgia station; the other two companies
consist of volunteer and professional community
members. Training sessions and drills are held for 2-3
hours every Tuesday night for the Covenant group by
Chief Sanders. Mr. Clark credits Sanders as being "an
expert professional with one of the highest accredited
volunteer training facilities in the nation." Surprise
drills for the students are held regularly. Once an
"alarm" goes off in one of the campus buildings, the
signal is immediately transmitted through the electronic pagers held by six of the student firefighters. All
of the students are trained to secure immediately the
necessary clothing and equipment and report with the
fire truck to the fire scene within three to seven minutes.
"The first few minutes are important," says Lieutenant Kennedy, "Even in Carter Hall we feel confident we could control and extinguish a fire if we're
alerted in time. We are trained to evacuate everyone in
Carter Hall within five minutes in the event of fire," he
declares. "If we can do that, we can guarantee the
safety of everyone on the premises."
The Covenant College team is also on "first alarm"
call for any fires in Lookout Mountain, Georgia and
any structural fires in the nearby communities of West
Brow and Hinkle. They are on "second alarm" call for
the Town of Lookout Mountain, Tennessee and are
available when needed to aid the Georgia Forestry
Service or to serve communities within the Tri-State
Mutual Aid Agreement.
Internal structure of the fire department consists of
Captain Chris Baker as the top officer, assisted by
Lieutenant R. Scott Kennedy. Sergeants Dave
Braunecker and Mark Rowden are each in charge of a
squad. Squad 1 includes driver Dave Hoffman and
hosemen Nate Darling, Grant Porter, Keith Kearney,
Randy Reinink, and David Alexander. Squad 2 mem-

bers are driver Neal McKinney and hosemen Ramin
Zarrabi, Jane Allen (hosewoman?), Ward Humphrey,
and Tom Kelley. Captain Baker and Lieutenant Kennedy, as well as the assigned company, hold 24-hour
on call duty in weekly rotating shifts.
"We have other responsibilities than actually fighting a fire," notes Kennedy. "We need to be fire aware
and fire conscious-on the lookout for potentially
hazardous situations. We're also ready to educate
whoever is interested in the importance of fire prevention and specific preventive measures which can be
taken."
In the Tuesday night training sessions, previous
drills are discussed. Comments and criticisms are
made about what can be improved in the future. The
students are educated in the technical aspects of ropes
and knots, ladders, pumper relays, and other equipment use. Different approaches to hypothetical fire
problems are examined such as when to ventilate and
how to make sure everyone is evacuated safely. Drills
cover everything from putting on air tanks and facemasks quickly, to laying out hose line and carrying
"bodies" down ladders from upper stories. All this
requires discipline and determination, and a certain
level of physical strength, endurance, and aptitude.
"The job requires a lot of practice, a lot of repetition,
and hard·work," says Kennedy.
"All of our firefighters qualify for Class I in the
National Fire Protection Association classifications.
Some of us will soon reach Class II, and eventually,
Class Ill which is the highest. All professional paid
firefighters are Class III," Kennedy adds. "These
credentials are transferable to any community's fire
protection organization."
In addition to the Tuesday night sessions and other
drills, the students are responsible for preventive
maintenance on their equipment. Every working part
of the fire truck, kept in a new addition to the college
garage, needs to be checked frequently; as do all the
hoses, air tanks, ladders, and other equipment.
Why do they do it? Why do these students spend
4-15 hours per week with no pay except perhaps for a
few hours' worth of practical work credit? Supervisor
Ben Clark has the answer. "In their applications and
during interviews, most of the students said they
wanted to be on the fire department because they felt it
was a service to God and a help to the community. Our
college firefighters are a tremendous asset to the safety
of everyone here."

Oark is quick to point out that although this yea,r ' s
fire department has "taken great strides in improvement, there is a long way to go. Other buildings which
have been added to the Covenant campus since 1964
have been built according to fire code," he explains.
"Carter Hall was built in 1927, before the days of hair
dryers, refrigerators, and other modern electrical
equipment. The original wiring is still here. Other
structural characteristics and the lack of a sophisticated fire detection and alarm system also present
problems in fire prevention and protection that still
need to be overcome."
Oark continues, "I have really appreciated the great
increase in fire awareness this year among students,
staff, and faculty. People are beginning to notice and
report potential fire hazards; they suggest improvements in our systems and equipment. This kind of
response and support is exactly what we need. Our
attention and focus should be upon solutions to existing problems as soon as possible. The beginning
stE:ps have been taken-the goal is within our reach.
Only with continued prayer and support from all concerned can we achieve that goal."

Board of Associates hears
R.C. Sproul
The Covenant College
Board of Associates hosted
a dinner Tuesday night,
April 20, that featured
good food, good music,
good speakers, and a surprise award presentation.
Approximately 300 invited guests from the greaDr. Sproul
ter Chattanooga area
attended the fete, held in Carter Hall. Emcee Thomas
McCallie presided, with invocation led by Richard
Hostetter. The Covenant College Chorale, under the
direction of Dr. John Hamm, the Covenant College
Brass Choir, directed by Dr. Robert Monroe, and
several chamber instrumentalists presented special
evening music before and during dinner.
As dinner was finished, President Martin Essenburg presented a special award from the Board of
Trustees. It was a modern-day "illuminated manuscript" framed in gold, bearing a citation in Gothic
calligraphy on parchment honoring Chattanooga

businessman Hugh 0. Maclellan, Sr., "our neighbor,
friend, and faithful servant of God." In the absence of
Mr. Maclellan, who was ill at home, the award was
accepted by his son, Hugh 0. Maclellan, Jr.
Hugh 0. Maclellan, Jr. introduced the guest speaker
for the evening, Dr. R.C. Sproul who is president of
Ligonier Valley Study Center in Stahlstown, PA. Dr.
Sproul's message, Long Live the Queen, was illustrated
by several references to Sproul's own experiences with
his family-particularly in his advice to his own son,
who asked his father what he should study now that
he is about to embark on a college career himself.
Sproul's key words were Language, Logic, and God.
He emphasized the importance of education at a place
like Covenant College, whose motto "in all things ...
that Christ might have the pre-eminence," he said
serves as a guideline for the study of all truth. "It is the
only possible way," declared Sproul, "of discovering
the truth by which men live, and for which men die."
The evening came to a close as Emcee McCallie
expressed the excitement of Covenant's Board of
Associates at the record of Covenant College's graduates and their influences in the world. President
Essenburg concluded the evening by stating that
"although many things at Covenant College have
changed since it came to Lookout Mountain 18 years
ago, some things have remained the same; the college
has remained true to its purpose." Dr. Essenburg expressed Covenant's gratitude to the Board of Associates not only for the evening's dinner and festivities,
but for the "counsel, encouragement, and advice" of
the members of the Board.
Copies of Dr. Sproul's message are available for a
small donation that will be applied to the Challenge
Grant. Write the Development Office, Covenant College, Lookout Mountain, TN 37350.
Members of the Covenant College Board of Associates are:
L.B. Austin, III
Hugh 0. Maclellan, Jr.
L.B. Austin, Jr.
Hugh 0. Maclellan, Sr.
Morton Brightwell
Mrs. R. L. Maclellan
Frank A. Brock
Scott L. Probasco, Jr.
Joseph F. Decosimo
J. Polk Smartt
Ted G. DeMoss
John C. Stophel
T. Cartter Frierson
Andy Trotter
G. Richard Hostetter W. Henry Trotter

Robertson discusses relationship
between testaments
"Exegetical and Controversial Issues on the Relation
Between the Testaments," was the title of the threeday lecture series presented by Dr. 0. Palmer Robertson in April. Sponsored by the Thomas F. Staley
Foundation of New York, the lectureship is designed
to bring top Christian scholars to American college
and university campuses. Dr. Robertson is associate
professor of Old Testament at Covenant Theological
Seminary in St. Louis.
Dr. Robertson's daytime chapel lectures illustrated
the New Testament's use of Old Testament passages.
Evening presentations were critical reviews of the
books Law and Gospel by Daniel Fuller and Theonomy in
Christian Ethics by Greg Bahnsen. He also discussed
Dispensationalism, and was featured in additional
class discussions and question/answer sessions.

Hurley addresses 1982 graduates
Saturday, May 8 was a
special day to over 90
young men and women
whose college careers were
climaxed at the 27th annual
Commencement Exercises. Dr. James Hurley,
Director of Studies at the
Westminster Study Center
Dr. Hurley
in Miami, spoke on "Peculiar Victory." Well known by the members of the graduating class, Hurley was a member of the college
faculty until 1979.
Four students graduated with highest honors,
summa cum Laude. Fifteen others received honors.
Charysse Lynn Alexander, cum Laude
R"!bekah Katherine Cordes, cum Laude
William Gifford Davis, summa cum Laude
Michael Thomas Delvecchio, magna cum Laude
Rebecca Anne Emmons, cum lauae
Lillian Castillo Garrett, cum /aude
Susan Jane Gray, summa cum laude
Brenda Sharpe Griffith, cum laude
Jennifer GaifHohri, cum /aude
Mark Damien Howard, cum /aude
Mary Dawn Ivey, magna cum Laude
Deborah Pattison Kozlowski, summa cum laude
Brenda Hanna Ledford, cum laude
Jeffrey Dickey McLeod,cum laude
John Allan Pummell, cum laude
Michiko Sasaki, cum /aude
James Phillip Sluis, magna cum Laude
Scott Andrew Strelow, summa cum Laude
Janie Bonner Waldecker, cum Laude

From here to where?
Many of Covenant's 1982 graduates will soon
spread across the nation to pursue careers or attend
graduate schools in various fields.
The following is an informal sampling of seniors
who have confirmed their plans:
Dan Frett of Newark, Delaware has been accepted
into the University of South Carolina School of Business in Columbia. He plans to study international
business there, as well as in Japan the following year.
Dan double-majored in music and business administration.
Scott Strelow, Vice-President of Student Senate,
will attend the Vanderbilt University School of Medicine. Scott, a biology major, is a native of St. Louis.
Charysse Alexander has been accepted into the University of Alabama Law School in Tuscaloosa. A
sociology major from Huntsville, Alabama, she hopes
to work in civil rights.
Music majors Steven and Donna Phillips of Pompano Beach, Florida will go to Orangeburg, South Carolina. Steven will be Organist-Choirmaster for the First
Presbyterian Church, while his wife plans to teach
music in an area school.
Bill Davis of Kennewick, Washington plans to
attend Westminster Seminary West in Escondito, California. Having majored in philosophy, he will work
toward the master of theology degree.
Business administration major Kevin Pesh of Dearborn Heights, Michigan will become Sales Inspector in
the Research and Development Department of the
Orkin Company in Atlanta, Georgia.
Will Grant, from the Washington, D.C. area, will
return to that city to work in youth outreach as a staff
member of the Church of the Good Shepherd

(RPC,ES). He is especially interested in ministry to the
Hispanic community and other inner-city residents.
Will majored in biblical studies at Covenant.
In a similar vocation is Chattanooga resident, Beth
Lambert. The sociology major is now Administrative
Assistant for Inner-City Missions. Beth helps to coordinate the Adopt-a-Block program, in which churches
of different denominational and racial backgrounds
band together to demonstrate Christ's love in downtown Chattanooga.
Roxma Ebanks will return to her home in the Grand
Cayman Islands to teach fourth grade. She will have a
five-year contract to teach in a government-supported
public school, having received her degree in
elementary education.
John Pummell of Virginia Beach plans to enter
Covenant Theological Seminary in the fall. An English
major, John will work toward an M.A. in Exegetical
Theology at the St.Louis institution.

Highlights and Happenings
• The Covenant Oratorio Chorus presented Bach's Cantata #4, "Christ Lay in the Bonds of Death," and
Schubert's Mass in G on Sunctay, April 18. The forty
voice chorus, comprised of students, faculty, staff,
and friends in the community, performed with orchestra under the baton of Dr. John Hamm.
• The Fighting Scots basketball team ended the season
with a record of 10 wins, 20 losses. Although set back
by injuries to players Scott Frye and Tim McDonald
(team captain), the Scots were undaunted. "The team
accomplished the goals it set for itself at the beginning
of the season," says Coach Gene Fitzgerald. "We're
losing only two seniors, and have some promising
recruits for next year," he observes, "and we're looking forward to next season." Coach Richard Brooks of
the Lady Scots noted setbacks due to the fact that three
of his starters were out for most of the year. "We're
losing senior Marlayne Vandenburg, but with our new
and returning players we have high hopes for a good
season next year."

• In baseball, the Scots' 11 and 15 record was earned by
an unusually young team. With five freshman in the
starting line-up, Coach Richard Brooks says that baseball at Covenant is on the upswing. Brooks praises his
athletes "who are willing to play for God and not just
for themselves."
• Senior Steven Phillips was the winner of the 1982
Student Competition of the American Guild of Organists, Chattanooga Chapter. The honor brought a partial scholarship award for the organ major.

• Next Chance: 1985! Alumni of the college will gather on
campus July 3-9 for the first triannual Alumni Conference. Speakers include Dr. John W. Sanderson,
Charles Anderson, Dr. Jim Hurley, and others. Concerts by James Ward, Dameron & Jones, and other
alumni are also slated for the conference. Rates to
alumni are substantially discounted.
• The 1982 edition of the Thorn, is now available for your
perusal. To receive the paperback volume of student
poetry, photography and artwork, send $2 to the Tuck
Shoppe, Covenant College, Lookout Mountain, TN
37350. It will be sent to you postpaid.
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Progress on
Computer Science Program

S'.>NIHl. 11V NI .. ·

minors," says Sizemore. "We have space for more,
however, and there is still time to apply." Interested
persons should write Dr. Douglas Sizemore, Department of Information and Computer Science, Covenant
College, Lookout Mountain, TN 37350 or call the
Admissions Counseling Office (404) 820-1560, extension 245. ·

"Campus in the Clouds"
a summer conference spot
"The computer is here!" Associate Professor Doug
Sizemore reacted enthusiastically to the delivery of the
computer hardware and software from Digital Equipment Corporation to the newly-renovated area of the
physical education building on the Covenant campus.
Covenant's new computer science program to begin
this fall is on schedule. To be named The H. Harrison
Hughes Computer Center, the complex of rooms will
house a VAX 11/750 system with twelve video display
units.
"The renovation is about 70% complete (as of May
3)," says Sizemore. "Much credit is due to the college's
Physical Plant Department. Supervisor Ben Clark and
the physical plant staff have worked hard. Along with
a host of students and friends of the college, they have
turned three standard classrooms into an attractive
academic computer facility in a very short time. The
main thing left to be done is the installation of the
computer itself."
Dr. Sizemore is chairman of the computer science
program. He and Dr. J.C. Keister, who heads Covenant's pre-engineering program, will attend a threeweek seminar in June for training on the specifics of
the Digital equipment. "Eighteen students have been
accepted so far in the new program as majors or

"It promises to be another busy summer," says Mr.
Randy Smith, Covenant's Conference Director and
Director of Outreach Ministries.
During the school year, as head of Outreach Ministries, Randy helps to get Covenant involved in the
surrounding communities. In the summrr months,
however, he dons the Conference Director hat to help
the surrounding communities get involved in Covenant.
Nearly 4000 people will come to the college before
summer's end as participants in conferences ranging
from church and family retreats to marching bands
and Christian airline personnel. Conferees come from
all over the Southeast, as well as from several foreign
countries, to what Randy calls "one of the top retreat
facilities in the nation."
Aside from the satisfaction of serving others, the
conference season yields other benefits, such as summer jobs for many students who might not otherwise
find work. Conference income also provides added
funds for the school's general budget and the program
helps to extend the reputation of the college.
"That," says the Conference Director, "is just good
stewardship of the Lord's provisions."
For information on reserving the Covenant conference facilities, call Randy Smith at (404) 820-1560, extension 317.

