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Auffarth exhorts seniors to
seek God's presence

Alan Clark Hardwicke, Abilen e, Te .. , 111ng11 a e11111 ln11de
Alan Curti s Jenkins, Chattanooga , Tenn ., c11111 la11de
Deborah Joanne Krabbcndam , Lookout Mtn ., fenn ., s11111111a rnm

The only thing that really counts in life is to have God's
presence, the Rev. Mr. Robert Auffarth told 79 Covenant
College graduates on commencement morning, May 9.
"Just how important is God's will and God's way to
you?" Mr. Auffarth asked. "After all, what would anything you do be worth if God weren't in it?
"May I say to the graduating class that I believe you are
at the crossroads in your own life? What kind of goals and
ambitions have you set for your life? Well, just suppose
you were able to realize everyone of your ambitions.
Suppose God gave you whatever you might set your
mind to.
"But suppose God said to you what he said to Israel! 'I'll
give you all these things but don't count on my presence
being with you because I know you are a stubborn rebellious sinner.'

Peter John Kress, Aomori -Ken , Japan , s 1111111111 cum la11de
Kathleen Lou Moore, Greenville, S.C. , s1111111,a wm ln11de
Lynn Marie Vos kuil , Lookout Mtn , Tenn , s11111111/l rnm lat1de

''You know as well as I do, that without God's blessing,
whatever we do would be only a waste of time," Mr.
Auffarth concluded.
Mr. Auffarth replaced Dr. C. Everett Koop as speaker,
who was forced to be in Geneva, Switzerland as part of
his duties as surgeon general of the U.S.
Six students graduated with highest honors, summa
cum laude. Eight others received honors.
Patricia Grimes Arnold, Lookout Mtn., Tenn ., cum laude
Bradley Robert Auffarth, Newark, Del., cum laude
Thomas James Beil, Nazareth, Pa., cum laude
Elizabeth Ann Conn, Philadelphia, Penn., c11m /nude
Jacob Clarence Dyxkhoom, Palmetto, Fl. , magna cum lat1de
William Randall Finley, Chattanooga, Tenn., summn crtm laude
Kathryn Lee Folland, Owatonna, Minn., summa cum laude
John McKay Graham, Jr., Sumter, S.C., cum /nude

/,wdc

Five students received A.A . (two-year) degrees.
A highlight of the twenty-sixth commencement exercises was a special charge to the graduates from rehnng
professor, Dr. John M. L. Young. Dr. Young, a Biblical
Studies professor at Covenant since 1967, will begin a
two-year missionary stint in Japan this summer. Dr.
Young served as a missionary there for several years
before corning to Covenant.

Ericson lauds Solzhenitsyn
for moral vision
Alexander Solzhenit yn presents a moral vision for our
day and a word of hope, Dr. Edward Ericson said to the
Covenant student body during the Staley Lectures in
April .
''11,e people of his books are judged by the moral
criterion - the moral mterion couched in the context of
the Christian doctrines of creation and fall," he said . "The
line dividing good and evil runs through us all."
"Do you know anything about that for yourself?" Dr.
Ericson challenged Covenant students.
Dr. Ericson is professor of English at Calvin College in
Grand Rapids, Mich. He has authored and edited four
books, induding his most recent, So/zlremtsy11 : Tlze Moral
Vision.
Dr. Ericson exhorted students to know more of the full
extent of human suffering as it exists in the world today .
He said he guessed few Christians knew that 66 million
people had been killed in the Soviet Union this century,
or that one-third of the people of Cambodia had been
liquidated in very recent times.
Ericson told Covenant students Solzhenitsyn had made
an effect in the world through writing, and he continues
to do so at his desk in Vermont.
"Writing!' you say. 'Why not get out and help to
change this wicked world?' " Ericson mimed.
"He quotes a Russian proverb as he likes to do: 'One
word of truth outweighs the world.' "
''Who are the most powerful figures of past history by
(Continued on next page)

their effect on the 20th century? You know who I think?
Jesus and Karl Marx. That's who I think. Jesus walked
around, didn't go very far, did he? Wasn't a world traveler. Had a small ragtag group of people with him. Just
taught them. Some of them wrote down some of the
things he said. He didn't even bother. What did Karl
Marx do? Sat in a library."
"Now you folks who want to shake the world, the
building's right this way," Ericson said, motioning to the
college library. "Ideas have consequences."
Ericson, in addition to his three morning lectures, led
groups in regular classes and during evening discussions.
The Staley Distinguished Scholar Lecture Program is
sponsored by the Thomas F. Staley Foundation of New
York. The foundation seeks to bring to college and university campuses scholars who can clearly communicate
their discipline as it relates to the Gospel of Christ.
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The Covenant College Drama Club, under the direction of freshman Grant Porter, performed Yo11're a Good
Man Charlie Brown for members of the college and the
community April 3 and 4? "Command performances"
to entertain college visitors were requested, both of
Charlie Brown and of the Drama Club's fall '80 production of Games Christians Play.
A Health Fair on April 9, organized by school nurse
Teri Curry, provided health information for the college
community? Included were informational booths from
community health organizations; free screenings for
blood pressure, height and weight, vision disorders,
anemia, and diabetes by the Chattanooga-Hamilton
County Health Department; and blood donations to
Blood Assurance. Covenant "gave of themselves" to
the community: 72 pints of blood were donated to
Blood Assurance.
Senior Christian Graham won the first place trophy in
his division in the fourth annual Covenant Invitational
Judo Tournament? Approximately 70 competitors from
the Southeast were represented in the event which
took place March 28.
Over 50 high school and college age students from
Presbyterian cl1Urches in seven states visited the Covenant campus April 24-26 for the Lookout '81 Christian
Growth Conference? Principal speaker for the event
was Rev. Dennis McDonough of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Colorado Sp1ings. Covenant professors Rev. Charles Anderson and Rev. Raymond W.
Clark were featured speakers for the youth conference.
Covenant students celebrated Easter with an outdoor
surmse service? Spiritual Affairs Committee chairman
Bruce McRae, a sophomore, organized the worship
service and served as the key speaker. Musical highlights were provided by the Covenant brass choir,
while other students led in prayer, singing, and Bible
reading. Lookout Mountain scenery was the backdrop
for the occasion as approximately 100 members of the
college and surrounding community joined in praise
for the resurrected Lord.
The Thom, a literary magazine published annually by
students, appeared in early May? The handsome book
contains poems, art, and photography by faculty and
students of Covenant. It is available from Thom, Covenant College, Lookout Mtn., Tenn. 37350 for $1.00
including mailing costs.

COMMENCEMENT 1981

The chapel building was full-up for the Fnday commencement concert (upper nght).
counter-clockwise, the Rev Robert Auffarth, commencement speaker; retiring professor
Dr. John M L. Young; President lartin Essenburg confers with Dr. Paul Hesselink,
organist for the occasion, tears, mixed with pomp, characterized the day. Summa cum
laude winners were Kathy Moore, Bill Finley, Lynn Voskuil, Kathy Folland, Debbie
Krabbendam, and Peter Kress. Post graduation crowd gathers on plaza.
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Two receive appoinhnents
to special Oak Ridge graduate studies

Challenge grant:
$89,000 to go
$520,000
$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

As the Courier
went to press,
$431,000 had been received in gifts and
grants toward the
$520,000 goal. If the
goal is met by June
30, the College will
receive an additional
grant of $250,000.
This tremendous opportunity for operating funds will come
about if Covenant receives $89,000 more
in gifts and grants by
our deadline.
In addition, an
anonymous donor
has promised to
match gifts from new
donors in May and
June up to $14,000. If
you have not yet participated in this
year's challenge program, now is the
time to begin!
Remember our
deadline is June 30,
1981! Gifts postmarked on or before
that date can be
counted toward the
goal.

A Covenant College student and an alumna of the
college have been chosen to participate in the University
of Tennessee Oak Ridge graduate school of biomedical
science.
Mrs. Elsbeth Codington, a 1978 graduate of Covenant,
and Miss Kathy Moore, a senior at the college, were
among 12 who were selected from 100 applicants for the
program.
The graduate school is connected with Oak Ridge
National Laboratories in Oak Ridge, Tennessee.
Mrs . Codington is currently visiting instructor in
chemistry at Covenant. She received the B.A. degrees in
biology and chemistry from Covenant, and has since
served as a research chemist for two private firms.
Miss Moore, of Greenville, S.C. , completed the B.A.
degrees in biology and chemistry in May. In June 1980 she
was selected by the National Science Foundation for an
undergraduate research project at the University of
Tennessee at Chattanooga.
In addition to her Oak Ridge award, Miss Moore received notification she was one of 450 winners from 3500
applicants to win a National Science Foundatio_n
Graduate Fellowship. The federally funded shpend will
be usable for three years of graduate study.

Codington

