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Outreach Ministries helps 
students meet Chattanooga's need 

On Lookout Mountain stands Covenant College, 
whose 500 students comprise a powerhouse of talent and 
youthful ambition. 

In the valley lies Chattanooga, a city with tremendous 
social and spiritual need. 

Mr. Randy Smith is trying to bring the two closer 
together. 

The job of coordinating outside requests for student 
help with students' desire to serve became Randy's under 
a newly-formed college department, Outreach Minis
tries. 

Now Randy says he hopes he can help students im
plement the command in I John 3:18 not "to love in word 
or tongue, but in deed and in truth." 

The office has sent out letters to hundreds of Chat
tanooga churches and social agencies, explaining the 
availability of student help. It also polled the entire Cov
enant student body, asking for volunteers and offering to 
give students help with existing service activities. 

Though the response to both appeals was limited, 
something significant is developing, Randy and a stu
dent assistant, Christy Cook, agree. The new office has 
helped with church music, a prison ministry, letter writ
ing to prisoners, a nursing home fellowship, two inner
city works, tutoring high school students, a detention 

center, prisoners' children, a wilderness camping project 
for delinquent children, a home for unwed mothers, and 
tutoring Southeast Asian refugees in English. 

The works with refugees and church music have been 
most important, Christy says. Nearly 20 Covenant stu
dents trained to become tutors for the 200 transplanted 
Southeast Asians in the Chattanooga area. 

The work of providing church music assistance has 
been helped by Dr. Robert Monroe, director of instru
mental music of Covenant. Through his efforts, local 
churches have hosted special music groups and even 
engaged full-time musicians from the college. 

Both Randy and Christy say they want to continually 
educate the Covenant student body about the need for 
Christian service. They say they desire to provide a re
source center in their office so that any student seeking 
opportunities for service may quickly find an outlet. 

Christy, a senior from Memphis, Tenn., has charge of 
the filing system. She says, "I think its very important for 
students not to become stagnant. They may be getting the 
education but some may not know what to do with it. To 
minister and reach out is very important." 

"We want to build an atmosphere of service around the 
whole college," Randy says. 



Covenant plans May 
wilderness course 

"That three days was probably the most important 
part of my life outside my conversion." 

Mr. David Fortosis, head of Covenant's physical 
education department describes three days he spent 
on a "solo" expedition on a wilderness course in 
northern Wisconsin several years ago. 

"I had thoughts I had never had before in my life. I 
organized my future. I set goals," he says. 

Now Mr. Fortosis will hy to provide some of the 
same therapy for several Covenant students during a 
three-week wilderness journey in North Carolina in 
May. The class will spend the time dealing \\rith real 
stress and learning to cope safely with high-risls. ad
venture. 

The cow-se vvill begin at a campsite where students 
will learn basic lessons of survival. Under contrived 
stress situations, they will learn to scale walls, paddle a 
canoe and read a map, among other thing~ 

Then its off on a "minor expedition" for three days 
and three nights. Gmdes for the hikes \\rill be students 
\Vho will operate from a compass and map. After the 
minor expedition, other longer, trips with specific 
purposes \\rill follow: a canoe expedition, a rock climb, 
and the solo expedition, when campers are completely 
alone for three days and nights. 

After nearly. three weeks, students \\rill return to 
camp, take a long-awaited hot shower, eat a dinner, 
and get debriefed by their instructor. 

Then they will polish up their personal journals and 
write a paper tying their experiences to the content of 
four books which they will have read: Man's Search 
For Meaning, Your God Is Too Small, Why Am I 
Afraid to Love? and The Mark of a Christian 

The three-hour course has several purposes. Mr. 
Fortosis says the course will help develop and unveil 
leadership traits in students, \-vill teach students to 
help each other and will help them accept stress -
especially physical hardship. 

The course is designed to help both individuals and 
groups, Mr. Fortosis says. "They learn to gain confi
dence in themselves and their abilities, but they also 
learn how to recognize leadership in others and to 
build unselfish attitudes." 

Students choose 
senate leaders 
for 1981-82 school year 

Student officers were elected for1981-82 on March 4. Bill 
Pianki, a junior from Port Jefferson Station, N.Y. was 
elected student senate president. Scott Strelow, junior 
from St. Louis was chosen as vice president; Paul Morton, 
sophomore from Philadelphia, Penn., secretary; Ben But
terfield, junior from Orlanda, FL, treasurer; and Dan 
Frett, junior from Newark, Del., campus activities board 
chairman. 

"\ Vhen you have backpacked 10 mile~ all dav and 
your finally get to your c,1mps1te for the night, you're 
tired,", 1r. Fortosis said "If it starts to rain, that 1s an 
unplanned stress Sometimes you will !>Ce a person at 
that point who \\rill help someone else put up his tent 
That is an unselfish attitude." 

The Covenant group will leuve for the orth 
Carolina mountains shortly after fmal exams in eurly 
May. The three-week stint begins May 11 and will cost 
participants $500. The fee covers everything, including 
all equipment, except for personal clothing and gear A 
non-refundable deposit is required bv April 1 and 
interested persons should contact Mr. Fortosis, oo the 
College The program is open to anyone, high school 
senior or older. 

Pianki Strelow Frett 
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Students look toward 
law careers 

Pre-law students at Covenant College believe there's 
work to be done before they get their tum at law school, 

Some have taken their preparation seriously enough to 
form a Pre-law Oub, with a stated purpose of finding out 
how a Christian can fit into the political or legal order. 

The group is headed by Debbie Krabbendam, a 19-
year-old senior, who has completed her LSAT exam and 
has been accepted at two leading law schools. She is 
waiting for word from a third before she makes her 
decision where to attend this fall. 

Debbie took the initiative in forming the club at the 
suggestion of Dr. Ken Austin , professor of history at 
Covenant. A conversa
tion and a sign-up list la
ter , nearly 20 people 
showed interest. 

The club has sent letters 
to Covenant alumni who 
have law school educa
tions to ask them for tips 
on how to prepare for law 
school: what courses are 
valuable , what extra
curricular activities are 
important and how to 
prepare for the law school 
admission test . The 
group has also written for 
catalogs from law schools 
and has established a 
drawer in the library just 
for storing such materials. 

"We ask theoretical 
questions at our meet
ings," said Debbie. "We 
ask 'What is a lawyer's 

role?' and 'How can a Christian fit into the political or
der?' 'What is the role of government and how can we fit 
in?' It's extremely important to us to find out what our 
place is ." 

Several members of the dub traveled to North Carolina 
from Lookout Mountain recently to attend a meeting of 
the Association for Public Justice. 

The group has also discussed issues of theonomy and 
the Moral Majority, and hopes to invite prominent 
lawyers on campus to speak. 

For Debbie Krabbendam, the future holds more pos
sibilities than those facing a one-man law firm in a big 

city. Debbie finished 
high school when she 
was 15, and says she felt 
she had to work "extra 
hard" to prove herself in 
college. She has done just 
that, and now will enter 
law school in the fall. She 
talks excitedly of leaving 
college for the new chal
lenge, of someday possi
bly working near Wash
ington, D.C., of writing 
and of being a housewife. 

Whatever her bright fu
ture , Debbie is now 
working out the basic 
questions of her disci
pline, and her initiative is 
helping others also find 
their niche in the legal 
world of which they soon 
may be a part. 

Debbie, left, with junior Ben Butterfield. 


