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Women are champions
of conference, tournament
ill Stem is a person who
leaves a trail of success just about
wherever he turns. He is the expressive , gesticulating coach of
the Covenant College women's
basketball team.
"The championships are great if
they come," Coach Stern says,

" but you shouldn't make your
goal just to win the championship. Your goal is to utilize the
skills God has given you to the
uhnost of your ability.
" If the championships follow ,
so be it."
That's a rather casual approach

to the ubj ct of "championships"
for a coach who has just led his
team to a d ci ive 8-0 conference
and tournament tit! . But Coach
Stern-normally anything but
casual-i very excit d about his
winning women' ba ketball team.
He likes to give them credit.
Cont. on page 8

The team that won
Jenny Moore
Freshman
13.1 points per gam e
Tourname nt MVP
Dalton, Georgia

"She's a finesse player," says
her coach . "She was, in my opinion, th e very best high school
post/cen ter." Jenny's quiet spirit
has led Coach S tern to add that
she is "very coach able."
Though undecided on a major,
Jenny works hard at her psychology and Trans-Atlantic Civilization courses. "I study more up
here than I ever did in high
school," she says.
Jenny is happy with the Christian fellowship she is getting in
college. "I never th ought there
co uld be a place like this with so
many people so close together,"
she says. "I trust everybody up
here." Still, Jenny fears the isolation on the mountain from the rest
of the world, and thinks that the
chance to play basketball is an opportunity to overcome that.
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Tami Smialek
Fres hman
13 .6 points per game
10 rebound s per ga me
Conference MVP
Louisv ille , Kentucky

Tami comes from a state where
basketball is big-but not girls'
basketball. Kentucky is just starting at its girls' programs. Tami
says, "We used to ge t about ten
people to the game."
Her coach was a real booster for
her, however. He was a Christian,
and he encouraged her to go to
Covenant.
Tami plays forward and center
on the Lady Scots, and Coach Will
Stern calls her "virtually unstoppable, inside." In one game this
season she had six points in the
first half, and 21 in the second,
after moving inside.
She wants to get a physical education major, and is right now
wrestling with a health course.
Sh e says her courses are "very
hard," but she appreciates the
challenge .

Deanna Bell , Ross ille, Ga.,
fre hman . Leadi.ng corer on th
team, Deanna was chosen first
team All-Tournament and econd
team All-Conference.
Joyce Bradbury ,
orfolk, Va.,
sophomore. A 4.0 tudent, Joyce
played steady head -up defense
all season long.
Beth Conn, Philadelphia, Penn. ,
freshman. Beth provided 10 points
per game and sometimes 10 rebounds per game near the end of
the season.
Carla Stevens, Lakeland, Fla.,
senior. Carla, the only 3-year veteran on the team, went from no
high school experience to starting
in her senior year at Covenant.
Margaret Stockburger, Ringgold, Ga., sophomore. The team's
floor leader, Margaret was chosen
second team All-Conference.
Sandy Strelow, St. Louis, Mo. ,
freshman. Sandy came off the
bench to contribute 4-6 points per
game, and according to Coach
Stern, was often "the spark plug
that pick d us up. "
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Chuck Colson: his message is clear
huck Colson: evangelist,
preacher, social reformer, or fluke?
However you classify the former
"hatchet man" of the i.xon administration, you have to deal
with him. Especially for those who
have heard him speak, he presents
an incisive and clear mes age that
demands attention.
It demand attention, most of
his listener would agree, b cause
it is the knife-like gospel of Jesus
Christ.
early 700 Covenant
people saw this clearly when he
visited the college in midFebruary. During a half-day stay,
besides his chapel speech, he chatted with Biblical Studies faculty
memb r and answered questions
from stud nts.

If skeptics still think Chuck Colson is a fluke, they were not listening on February 22. Mr. Colson is
apparently living out his convictions: he is the head of Prison Fellowship, Inc., a nationwide pri on
ministry centered in McLean, Virginia. He took opportunity at Covenant to remind students of avenues of service for students to the
nation's pri ons.
Prison Fellowship seeks to bring
the gospel of Christ to incarcerated
persons, and to do it in a full and
meaningful way. Mr. Colson,
along with other workers at Prison
Fellowship, is intent on avoiding a
"hit and run" evangelism, where
the go pel is thrown at prisoners
and left-with little follow-up or
how of concern given.
It all came to him two-and-

one-half years ago, when, as he
says, he was in "the dirt, filth,
squalor, violence . . . trying to
sleep at night, the smoke, and
men getting up and down banging
their lockers, and guards coming
around and shining flashlights in
your eyes." He was speaking of
the "incredible horrors" of being
in prison.
"Well, I thank God for that experience because I saw in prison
the utter bankruptcy of man's
ways," Mr. Colson said firmly to
Covenant students. " o human
institution has a more perfect and
constant record of failure than the
prison."
Chuck Colson' s prison experience came as a result of a
Watergate-related conviction two
years ago. But his involvement in

On the born again movement:

The media and '-'born again":

"And tragically, in the course of the past year,
year-and-a-half, 'born again,' those sacred words
which have such a profound significance, have become just another pedestrian's secular cliche.
"Everybody's hopping on the born again band
wagon and the media are focusing upon us. Look at
the cover of Newsweek magazine, 'Born Again' across
the top. And yet what they are seeing is in truth
happening. There is a religious, and I use that word
advisedly, there is a religious outbreak in America.
"Something very great is happ ning as thousands
of people are giving up on all the bankrupt,
humanist, counterfeit ideas that have dominated the
thinking of the western world in the past two
hundred years and they're saying, 'There has got to
b , something more, I am seeking it, I'm looking for

"But the thing that you must remember is just
because the media are writing about it doesn't mean
that we are penetrating society. What it means is that
we are visible and we are a phenomenon.
"And I dare say the way the media are portraying
this today, they are portraying this more as a
sociological phenomenon than they are a genuine
spiritual movement. The reason why th at is so, which
leads me to the burden of my heart, is that while they
are coming in great numbers what we are seeing is a
superficial outpouring of people who do not understand the full depth of commitment that Jesus Christ
calls us to in our lives, in our hearts, in our commitment to him, in our commi tment to one another, in
our commitment to society and in our commitment to
the world, because we are not impacting the world in
which we live.

It.
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the Watergate coverup and work
in government have not given him
cold feet about working in the secular world. He urged his Covenant
audience to be the salt and the
light of the world-to be Christians with impact.
He told students that they
should exercise caution in getting
into a secular job, but that they
should indeed "infilh·ate the secular world, and change the structure from the inside out." Mr. Colson's talks at Covenant were
typified by this emphasis on how
to be a Christian in the modern
secular world.
Mr. Colson did learn something
from Watergate. He said that the
biggest lesson he learned was "not
to idolize government, as if it was
a god."
During a luncheon ·with him,
the Covenant Biblical Studies Department got to lay out some of the
distinctives of a reformed worldand-life-view. The session of

give-and-take was highlighted
when Professor Charles Anderson
was asked to outline the prevailing
position at Covenant on the Christian's relationship to culture. Mr.
Colson had an opportunity to respond to this and other ideas et
out by the Biblical Studies faculty .
At Mr. Colson's side all day was
Mike Cromartie, a 1976 Covenant
graduate who instigated th vi it.
Mike has been a research aide at
the Prison Fellowship office in
McLean for two years, and travels
extensively with Mr. C l on on
speaking tours. Mike, vvho was
student senate presid nt at Co enant, noticed Mr. Colson would
be at a Mayor's Prayer Breakfast in
Chattanooga in the first place, and
quickly arranged to have a February chapel period at Covenant
kept open.
When it was all over, Covenant
people thought that Mike' effort
were well worth it. They g t to s e
first-hand the depth of incerity

and the level of commitment of
this man who closed his message
by saying:
"Believe me, my friends, from
one who's been in the highe t
levels of government, one who has
been in the bowels of society, one
who has been in busine s, law,
academia, one who has had a practical life-all of his life-[ will tell
you that there i but one alvation
f r man, there i but one hope for
mankind and that is th Lord Je u ·
Chri ·t.
"But given the power of God we
must walk ju t e actly a He call
us to walk. We mu t have th
courage to
tand four quare
against inju tice,
to
land
foursquare tom et human need s
He call us to. We mu t have the
courage to want t begin to impact
the values of Jc us Christ upon a
fallen and a sick world.
av the
peace and the love o our ' Lord
Je u Chri t be with each of VOLL
Thank you ."
-

God uses little people

What really matters:

"God will use one person. I'll tell you one quick
story in closing. We get so much credit now because
all over this country there is for the first time a
nationwide prison ministry where we are going in
and really bringing the gospel to people who are
hungry , who have suffered so, who are so in need,
who are the very people that Christ came to save and
to help and to minister to and we get all the credit for
it. We have thousands of volunteers. I won some
award this year-I'm unhappy about it, I wish now I
hadn't accepted it. And we're always held up, 'H ere's
Chuck Colson, isn't it a super thing?' You know we
live in this awful celebrity syndrome. I wish I could
talk to you about that-it's terrible. Because God
works just the other way. He doesn't care about the
people who man exalts, He works with the people
man doesn't exalt-w horn man ignores.

"And you see, that is the way God works. That's
the upside down way between God's kingdom and
man. We build institutions, we build people, we exalt
the things of this world which God tells us in hi
Word not to lust for-that they are passing awayand God reaches down to the back of a prison chapel
or God reaches down into a student body and in the
unlikeliest ways, deliberately-I am convinced-to
confound the wisdom of man.
"God chooses his people where He finds them
and each of us in this room, every single one of you,
whatever your status in life, whatever your academic
credentials-it's the purity of your heart, it is your faithfulness to the Lord Jesus Christ, it is your willingness to

pay the cost to follow Jesus Christ in your life and into this
world-it is that which God will hear, honor and use
for the building of his kingdom."
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On RP influence:
"The process of renewal has to be in our minds as
well as in our hearts. Because how are we ever going
to be able to go into the world and compete in a world
of ideas that are influenced by great thoughts and
great concepts unless we are prepared to really perITlit the Holy Spirit and God to work through our
minds in renewing?
"And so it was not accident but providence when
Mike walked into my office one night. I literally say I
picked him up off the street. He walked into my office
and said he wanted to help and Mike's help has been
beyond description to me in terms of reading, writing
and preparing notes and really helping me, as I have
wanted in my own mind to go deeper in my knowledge of what it really means to follow Jesus Christ.
"And I'm indebted to yo u here at Covenant for
that and Jim Hurley's tremendous intellectual stimulation in the few hours we had together in Washington in which he compressed the history of Christianity in the western world into two hours- more of
a test for him than for me. But a lot of it has stuck with
me and been e traordinarily helpful.
"And then our ministry, which I hope I have a few
minute to talk about this morning, it was really
amazing how much you folks here at Covenant have
infiltrated, because we have George Soltau, who I
understand has two children here, who teaches. We
take teaching teams into prisons. And we spend a
week inside the prison and we finally, after all these
years of living a good, straight Presbyterian life-we
ended up getting George Soltau in to prison. But he
conles out every week. He goes in and teaches and it
is really been a tremendous e perience to see such a
gifted teacher .
" Of course, there is Randy abors, one of your
graduates. He has been going with us into some of
the prisons and really preaching. Boy, what a firedup messa_ge he has given to those inmates and they
take to this fellow. You know when I first saw Randy
Nabors I said, ' this guy can never preach.' He's kind

of a little, insignificant, mild-mannered fellow and
then he took over and he was just ... that pulpit
began to explode as he had those men roaring oefore
him.

On confusing the
kingdoms:
"That is the vague, undefined deity where we
somehow equate faith with our country which can
only lead to an incredibly dangerous national
chauvinism. We confuse that vague deity in America.
God and country somehow are all one. We confuse it
with the Jesus Christ of the Scriptures. We confuse
the fact that we are citizens of the kingdom of God,
building new values upon this rotten stinking earth.
"We don't tie the gospel of Jesus Christ to a government, to a man, to a political party or to Covenant
College or to any other single, human institution. We
follow Jesus Christ who reveals himself through the
Word of God and nothing else. Don't ever follow
man. Don't ever follow me, don't ever follow an
institution, don't ever follow a denomination. Be
loyal to all of these things if you're part of them, but
follow the Jesus Christ who reveals himself to us, and
stand before Him stark naked for Him to take you as
you are as a child of God and then walk from that
point forward into the world.

On 20th century
Christian comrnihnent:
"I'm not sure that as Christians we understand or
are being taught the kind of commitment that Christ
calls us to. You know he says that if you hear my
words and believe on the one who sent me, you have
eternal life, but it doesn't stop there and yet for so
many Christians it does. We think if we rush out and
put a bumper sticker on the back of our car that says,
'Honk if You Love Jesus,' that we are now living the
Christian life. God calls us to much more. He calls us
to die to ourselves, deny ourselves, to take up the
cross, to give our entire lives if need be in the cause of
Jesus Christ, because that is the one hope of mankind
and the one salvation of man.
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immensely satisfying. And so I
have sought the presidency of the
Association because I enjoy doing
alumni work.
What is alumni work? I'm so
glad you asked!
Annual events-The Homecoming weekend presents dozens of
jobs for alumni, as does the Commencement Week S nior Luncheon.

A Word from the
Association
President
What is the Alumni Association,
anyway?! I'd been a graduate for
five years and my only regular
contact wi th the Alumni Association had been the yearly
Homecoming weekend banquet
and business meeting. I was of the
opinion, unconsciously at least,
that the Alumni Association of
Covenant College was an organization that formed on Friday of
that weekend only to dissolve on
the following Monday morning .
Since then I have learned that
there has been activity in the Association that I never knew about.
Let me share with you how my
eyes were opened.
At the business meeting two
years ago I excused myself for a
minute (you know how long those
meetings can be!) only to find,
upon my re turn, that I was on the
Executive Committee. I should
have learned, but no-the following year I became the Association's
Vice-President in much the same
fashion.
All this is to say tha t I found out
by doing alumni work that the Association is active all year long . I
urge yo u to do alumni work too!
What little I have done has been

Unscheduled helps
1. Regular monthly giving.
More than half of the college's operating income is
from those of us who make
regular, small contributions.
2. Share your college experiences and expertise with a
young prospective student in
your home church. Send the
college some new young
people.
3. Pray regularly for your
alumni friends. Use your
alumni directory as a prayer
list, and find out who lives in
your area. Try to contact new
graduates.
It is in this final area that I believe the most valuable service of
the Alumni Association will occur.
After all, we are just people who
value our Covenant years and
Christian education; people supporting people with similar concerns and convictions, encouraging the eager graduates who may
be unemployed, praying together
for the impact of our Christian
perspectives in the culture.

By the way, did you know that
the alumni challenge grant is not
being met? This is another opportunity. It needs your gift-your action.
We associate for these purposes.
May God bless your efforts for
Him and His kingdom.

Births
To Gerald and Phyllis Oakley (1971)*
Bandini , a son, Jeremy Bruce on November
4, 1977.
To George (1972) and Linda Miller (1971)
Hopson , a girl, Dana MacRae .
To Ronald {1973)' and Nancy Byers
(1970) Neugard, a daughter, Rhonda Carolin, on October 13, 1977.
To James and Priscilla Swayne (1976)
Puz, a daught r, Sarah Elizabeth, on
ovember 3, 1977.
To Kenneth and Carol Martin (1970)
Wright, a daughter, Laurie Elizab th, on
July 7, 1977.
To Dan (1977) and Betty Smyth (1977)·
Manzo, a daughter, J nnifer Lynn, on January 20 .
To Warren (1976) and Kathy Jackson , a
daughter, Mary Catherine, on January 17.
To Paul (1972) and Elinbeth Mahlow
(1974)" Memer.;, a son, William Harry, on
January 1

ews

• Peter (1972) and Judi Unruh (1971) Mollenkof are livtng in Tokyo, Japan . Peter
compl ted his masters at Beaver College
and also received a Bachelor of Fine Arts
with honors from Tyler School of Art, before he, Judi, and a new daughter, Erin
Lee, (born on April 26, 1977) left for Tokyo.
•

Larry (1970) and liki Oppert (1969)
Stanley spent six weeks louring Europe last
summer. The Stanlevs, who live in Orono,
Maine, used the trip to help prepare iki
for a sp cial master's project in children'
literature.

•

We mistakenly listed Nancy Tufts (1977)
Reiter as a non-degree alumna in the Winter 1978 Courier. Our apologies.

•

Sue Wilkins (1973) · recently received a
master of science degree from Boston University. She is working at a Shriner's Burn
Institute 111 Boston .

Marriages
Sarah Antoinette Sandoval and Bill
Evans (1973) in Fort Stewart, Georgia on
March 4.
Suzanne Watson (1978)* and Randy Holbrook (1977)* on Lookout Mountain, Tennessee on March 4.
·Non-degree alumni

Sincerely in Christ,

✓-~cl)~~
Stephen D. Lawton
President

If you would like us to publish more
alumni news , we must have the stories
from you. Send a note to Andrew Belz,
Covenant College, Lookout Mountain,
Tennessee 37350.
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from page 3

Winning games was commonplace for this year's Lady
Scots team-especially near the
end of the season, when they won
eight straight games over teams
who had always beaten Covenant.
For the first time in history, the
women overwhelmed Tennessee
Temple and Bryan-twice each,
and by 20-point margins.
Numbers and statistics and season records are not all that concern
Coach Will Stern. The students
whom he helps to come to Covenant
College
are
usually
athletes-but people who are concerned about a Christian education . Oftentimes the women
athletes are surprised at the level
of Ch ristian commitment at the
college, but nearly always, they
adjust positively.
"If they 're not Christians, then
they 're not going to be happy
here, and we're not going to be
happy with them . I tell them that
point-blank," Coach Stern says
frankly . " I tell them three things:
God needs to be first in their lives,
their studies have to be second,
and their sport is third. "
With such rigid standards, can

the college women's athletic program expect to grow?
"I think the outlook has to be
good." says Mr. Stern. " More girls
have called or written who have
played in good programs than I
even had a list of names of last
year," he says.
Why?
"It's an increased awareness
that Covenant College has a volleyball, basketball and tennis program that is approaching a quality
level," Coach Stern points out.
The women's P .E. major is an
addition to Covenant's curriculum
in an area which used to have only
men's emphasis. Women may
now prepare for many fieldsincluding coaching, teaching or
physical therapy.
And so the future is bright, the
present excellent, the past forgettable . Will Stern sits in an enviable
position.
" If we're going to spend the
practice time," he says, "we
should do our best. If we're not
doing the very best w ith what God
gave us, then we are poor stewards of our time. If the championships come-so be it."

Bookplate Memorials
The following have been memorialized on books in Covenant's Anna
Emma Kresge Memorial Library because of the generous gifts of loved
ones .
Susan Abbot
Herbert E. Hunt
Alma A. Auffarth
John L. Hutch eson, III
Rev. George H. Auffar th , Sr.
Ivan J. Klein
Charles F. Baker, Sr.
William Lazorshalk
Vance Black
J. E. McDonald, Sr.
Willie Hall Black
Everett Magnuson
Carlo A. Calabria
Donald Nelson
Mrs. Gordon H. Clark
Louise Pankow
Mr. Ralph C. Clouser, Sr.
Freeman Ricks
Walter G. Cross, Sr.
Blanche Rodriguez
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Earp
Dan and Judy Senneker
Lt. (jg) George H. Eckardt, Jr .
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Shackleton
Helen English
William H . Skelton
Rachael F. Ginter
Dr. T. Stanley Soltau
Annabel Gordon
Miss Alice K. Spaulding
Ada Hurd Graham
Tad Tyndall
Harold S. Gray
Miss Josephine White
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hogan
Mrs. Roberta White
Harrison Hugh es
Sylvia Stroupe Wingo
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Items of Interest
• When Associate Professor of
Music, John Hamm, received a
December phone call from a local
person, he had no idea he would
be getting a Christmas present for
the college.
It turned out to be a package of
900 phonograph records for the
Kresge Library. All "in very good

shape" according to Librarian
Gary Huisman, the classical records give the college one of the
best collections in the Chattanooga
area and one of the better ones in
the Southeast.
The Kresge Library currently
ha s to tal holdings of over 90,000
pieces. Upon completion of the
Dora Maclellan Brown Memorial
Chapel, where new classroom
space will be available, classrooms
on th e second floor of the library
will be opened up . Mr. Huisman
plans to use those areas for expanded bookstacks .

• Dr. Nicholas Barker, Dean of
Faculty at Covenant, has been giving lectures to college faculties
around the country this winter
and spring. He has visited each of
the eight participating schools in
the Association of Reformed
Colleges-which includes Dordt,
Central and Northwestern, of
Iowa; Hope and Calvin of Michigan; Geneva of Pennsylvania;
Trinity Christian of Illinois; and
Covenant. Dr. Barker's appointment from ARC to give the lectures came in November, 1976. He
is the fourth of five scholar/
lecturers in a series, and was chosen to present " A Christian Posi-

tion on Aesthetics and the Fine
Arts."
The first lechire, an attempt to
define the realm of aesthetics,
ends with a proposal to add two
courses in aesthetics to the college
curriculum. He suggests that the
results of one of the courses would

ulted when each class was prodded to get active in stud nt governm nt.
When a vacancy appeared in
the Student Development Office
staff during the middle of February, 1977 graduate Randy Cobler
rose to the occasion. He took the
newly-formed position, Director
of Housing, and will oversee various aspects of th college's residence hall living.

be"that as we reflect on the colors, odors,
textures, heat, and tastes of the beef, the
broccoli, and the potatoes and gravy on
our plates, our prayers might come to
include thanksgiving not on.Ly that we
have food to eat while so many others
do not, but that our God has made what
we need for our nourishment such a delight for us aesthetically. "

Board member John Perkins, of
Voice of Calvary Ministries in
Mendenhall, Mississippi gave two
inspiring chapel messages in early
February. He also attended several
classes during his 4-day stay in the
college community.
Mr. Willard Sims, a veteran
staff worker of ten years, retired
from faithful service to the college
on December 31. Mr. Sims' most
recent responsibilities involved

equipment maintenance and special projects, but he has long been
active in nearly all maintenance of
buildings and grounds on the
campus. His wife, Marie, continues to serve in Office Services of
the college.
Each spring semester brings an
eminent scholar to the campus for
the Staley Lectures. This year's
speaker was Dr. W. Stanford Reid

from the University of Guelph in
Ontario, Canada. He gave four
chapel talks entitled "Every Man
His Own Historian."
Intramural sport are getting
increasing att ntion year by year,
and this winter's basketball program created as much excitement
as ever. Eleven teams of seven
player each made up the m n'
program, while the women got together to field four teams. The
competition was stiff near the end
of the season, with a team call d
the " Blazers" winning the po Iseason tournament. Over 100
people got an opportunity through
intramurals to exercise and have
fellowship together.
While the women's basketball
team was winning a conference
championship, (see story on page
3), the men were keeping their
record respectable. They surprised
Bryan College twice this season,
the last time in a one-point victory
in the Southern Christian Athletic
Tournament consolation game.
Seniors Peter Waid and Leroy
Higgins ended their seasons and
careers on a high note: Peter
achieved the 1000 point mark over
four years, and Leroy passed out
500 assists in two seasons.
Mark Payne, a junior from Burlington, North Carolina, was
elected president of the Student
Senate on March 1. Good student
involvement in the elections re-

Chip Hill, a senior with a
chemi try major, received the
Chattanooga Section of the American Chemical Society cholar hip
in March. Chip hopes to go on to
graduate school and eventually get
into ocean chemi try.

Traveling over the eastern seaboard, the 44-voice college chorale
finished one of their most successful tours in many years. They sang
at ten churches, besides visiting
two Christian schools along the
way.
Commander to Captain. That's
the promotion which Navy Reservist Dr. John Cummer received
in mid-February. Dr. Cummer,
Covenant's Dean of Students, has
been involved in the Navy Reserves since 1958. He joined the
college in 1970.
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Drama is growing at Covenant
undreds of people fill the
Lobby, pressing against the doors
of the Great Hall. It's 8:05, and
still the crowd is not moving.
Meanwhile, inside, a stage
hand is dashing across the temporary platform which holds the set,
making a last-second adjustment
on a stage prop.
8:10. The doors are open, and
the crowd is squeezing through to
take their sea ts.
Suddenly the lights are out, and
everything is dark. Everyon~ is
seated, and necks are craned to get
the best firs t glimpse of the
semes ter's drama production.

There is more to Covenant
drama than what will meet the eye
of the audience that night. Endless
hours, night upon night, are a
mark of what goes into a semester
production. Each hour is given
sacrificially-by tudent -with
nothing more to motivate them
than the chance to work and perform together.
early every aspect of drama at
Covenant College depends on this
self-starting and the individual initiative of students.
Each emester, there is a sizable
number of students who initiate
themselves in drama. Last semester, 30 people helped to produce
Peter Pa11. This semester nearly 20
people were involved in two oneact plays. The smaller plays were
chosen so that more people could
participate in key positions.
The smallness of the plays gives
many a chance to get involved.
And they do get involved-in just
about every possible way: acting,

stage building, stage lighting,
make-up, producing, and directing.
amed "Infanta" and "Do You
Mean to Say That Manure Is the
Only Answer?" the plays were
performed in early April. The latter was directed by Randy Cobler,
a 1977 graduate of the college who
is now Covenant's Director of
Housing. He chose the play from a
book entitled Plays for Clowns in
Christ-four scripts based on
Christ's teaching in the ew Testament. This play is based on the
parable of the fig tree.
"People work well under the
conditions of tress here at Covenant," Randy said. "The fact that
they have to construct stages and
do very elaborate jobs, there's a
feeling of pride, I think, much
more than there would be if there
was already a stage."
Jeannie Hastings, a senior from
Memphis, Tennessee, who starred
as Peter in Peter Pan agreed. "Here
it is entirely the students who do
everything," she said. "If you
want something done well, you
have to tay up all night to work
on it. You've really got to give it
everything you've got in the time
you have."
Jeannie Hastings and Randy
Cobler, along with several others,
see something unique apout doing
drama. There is something basically different-a different motivation, perhaps-for a Christian
actor.
"That's a big difference," Jeannie noted. "There is unity here in
giving it to the Lord. People are
t
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not doing it for themselvesthey're doing it for the glory of the
Lord, and I really feel that the Lord
blesses that and really gives it an
extra sparkle or something. It's not
I but us."
Dixon McDowell and Paula
uermberger, both seniors, are at
this moment working hard to
wrap up their Philosophy of Christian Faith projects, both of which
deal with a Christian approach to
the dramatic arts. Dixon is an English major, originally from Illinois, who trained with a small
professional theatrical company
before he came to Covenant in
1976. In his Phi Chi, Dixon draws a
parallel between acting and
preaching. Both are a way of teaching, he thinks.
"Drama can educate, exhort and
challenge," Dixon said. "It is the
acting out of human problems and
emotions, and the performers
have a responsibility to do this
honestly."
Paula concurs in her project, but
goes further by saying that there is
simple aesthetic pleasure in
drama-both for the performers
and for the audience. " It's a
pleasurable learning experience,"
she said.
For the fun of it, for the unity of
the actors, for the teaching
medium it provides, or for the aesthetic pleasure-all are reasons
students are invol ved in drama at
Covenant College. They will continue to think of reasons-as they
grow in understanding of their
work and as Covenant's pioneer
program expands.

A talk with Bob and Mary Smyth

ll

When Bob and Mary Smyth finished
at Covenant College in the spring of
1976, their immediate goal was to get
accepted by a group caJled the Lamb's
Players, a dramatic arts company
based in San Diego, California.
ow, two years later, they ar at the
verv center of activitv in the Lamb's
Pla,·ers ministry. Las't fall thev toured
with a 15-player cast over the ea tern
United States and this spring began
working with a new·group which consists of themselves and one other
couple. The group is directed bv Bob,
while Mary continues to provide
music for the performances.
The foursome, called, "If All Were
an Eye," has spent most of it time in
local Southern California. Besides his
acting responsibilities. Bob is Director
of Personnel of Lamb's Players. Marv,
when she is not on stage, may be '
found at home practicing the piano or
baking ginger snaps:
Q . What is the purpose of Lamb's
Players?
Bob: There is a three-part purpose.
The first one for Lamb's Player wa
evangelism-the use of performing
arts to present the gospel of Jesus
Christ. Secondly, to encourage, excite
and educate the church as a whole in
the use of drama. And thirdly, to provide a place of training and nurture for
Chnshans who wish to be involved in
the dramatic arts.
Q. How did Lamb's Player's get its
start?
Bob: Lamb's Players was started by
Steve Terrell, who was under contract
with CBS for a number of yea rs. He
found that he was having a hard time
living as a Christian in tnat particular
lifestyle. He went back to teach at
Bethel College in Minneapolis, Minnesota , and during a sabbatical year,
he saw the San Francisco Mime
Troupe, a Marxist street theatre company, which presents Marxism
through the dramatic form of street
theatre. He was very impressed with
their energy, with how well and
strong theX communicated. He
thougnt, 'Why can't somebody be

doing thi for Christ1a111ty?"
Q. And that's how it got it tart?
Bob: That's right.
Q. Going back to the original purpose of Lamb's Player , there is the
a pect of evangelism. Mary, how do
you look at that?
Mary: I think there are a lot of\\ a)", of
doing evangelt m, but there seem to
be two main ones: confrontat1onal
evangelism and the type of e,·,mgelism
that is more of a lifestyle, 1,·here you
build relationships
·
Q. Where do you fit in?
Mary: I prefer th latter. But there Jre
ome people who really respond to the
confrontational tvpe of e\'angelism
Thev really like fo be stoppea 111 their
track and jarred awa\ from what thev
are doing or thinking .
·
Q. Do you try to do that now and
then?
Mary: I don ' t feel that comfortable
doing that. I feel more comfortable
when people feel free to come to me to
talk , and Just to have more of a give
and take-to hear wher they are,
what they have to ay, and what their
problems are-before I approach them
with something they may or may not
be thinking about.
·
Q . What would happen if you did
that?
Mary: Well, as in the case of a friend
of mine, she has really been turned off
to Christianity because of that approach. She's a very sen itive per on.
There are some other people that she
knows that aren't as sensitive as she is
that are really bugged, too. And so she
and her friends have really rejected a
Christ that doesn't even exist, because
they don't stay to listen to the confrontational approach. All they know is
that sharp edge-that's all they ee.
Q. Bob, how do yo u feel about mixing the arts and evangelism?
Bob: I think that our church culture
today is so geared to preaching and
the preacher-the sermon from the
pulpit-that they expect any type of
Christian expression to follow that
same format. Therefore, a lot of times
Christians doing drama present a very
didactic form-they become very

preachy. But drama is not set up and
does not work best in that way. From
the pulpit, most of the pr aching
works through the mind. It works in a
logical pattern , you get a certain
amoun t of content, and you say 'yes'
or 'no.' But drama, to work effectively,
work first through the emotions. You
make an emotional link, you go
through some kmd of emotional response to the character and to what's
happening to them , and there 's an
1dent1fication that goes on. Then
aften,·ards-1f its good drama , you reflect on your emotional experience,
and then vou work it through your
intellect. But \\'1th too didactic an approach , all you're doing is preaching,
and it turns people oft.
Q . You're not aying that you are replacing the minister ?
Bob: Oh, no . There 1s a place for the
didactic approa h , too \\'hat we hope
1s that the pastors and pr •achers will
not be threatened bv drama , because
its not tn mg to do what they ' re doing.
\\e're tr\'mg to complement them
Q. What do you tell tudent who are
pur uing career in drama?
Bob· I would suggest, 1fa person 1, ere
f;Oing to do that , that he get solid trammg somewhere for the summer,
through workshops, through helping
out comn-1un1ty theatres , or through
takmg classes , perhaps from another
state school that has good technical
facilities But at the same time, I 01,e
o much to 0\'enant College for the
per ·pcct1,·e the\ g,n-e me- iust teachmg me ho1,· to think and approach
c,·en mv art.
Q. Can' you elaborate on what you
mean by 'per pecti e'?
Bob: It' iust kmd of looking through
the grid of cripture and gi1·ing me a
hristian world-v1e1, on e,·ervthmg I
do . Even in the hnst1an circles I so
often find that thev don ' t see how
th ir Christianit\1 really effects their
art.
Q. Explain the importance of excellence at Lamb's Players, Bob.
Bob: \Veil, I think for so long-and
this has been said so much that sometimes it gets old-but that for so long
the church has done things, if it's involved in any artform, that have often
been kind o( second rate. It 's because
we figure, 'Well, the artform itself i ·
not what matters. What matters is
what we are saying-it's our mes age.
As long a the message gets aero , it
doesn't really matt r now we do it. '
Q . And it has been at the expense of
the artform?
Bob: lt's been at the expense of the
artform. But you can' t really separate
your artform from the message.
People will not hear your message unless the ve hicle is done in a quality
way. We feel very strongly that the
quality is as strong a witness as what
we are saying .
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Pro~ss RePQrt:

The Special Challenge Grant
•

In the last Covenant Courier, we told you of the
wonderful and generous offer of a $210,000 Challenge
Grant to help the college retire most of it's $246,000 of
operating indebtedness which was accrued in years
prior to 1976-77. (In 1976-77 we balanced our budget
and made a small debt repayment.)
When the debt is retired it will free $25,000 each year
of interest payments to be invested in students and in
their education . The debt retirement will also remove an
additional burden for President-elect, Dr. Martin Essenburg, as he assumes the college presidency on July
1, 1978.
To date we have gifts and pledges of $340,000 and a
goal of $460,000 to reach . $120,000 remains to be received by June 30, 1978 to claim the $210,000 Challenge
Grant.
As of this writing, each dollar you give will be
matched by $1 .75 when we reach our goal. What an
exciting opportunity for the college!
We knew you would want to be kept informed. We
know that a number of you have intended to send in a
gift toward the challenge but just haven' t gotten to it.
We would certainly appreciate hearing from you now,
and thank you again for caring.
The Faculty, Staff,
Students and Administration
of Covenant College

Covenant College

Mailing Address:
Lookout Mountain , TN 37350
Location : Dade County, Georgia

