The expen,ive an,we
Yes, there is no escaping the fact.
The cost of a college education
keeps going up. At Covenant, the
increase for 1977 -78 amounts to
only 6 .5%-a smaller jump than
most other colleges have announced .
Still, it's an increase, and that is
what students and their parents are
concerned about .
Some of that concern can be lessened because of the extensive at tention the college itself gives to
helping students meet their educational bill s. Mrs . Collyn Schmidt
heads the student aid program , and
she puts in extra hours every day
learning new details concerning aid
programs available to Covenant stu dents .
Such aid comes in an amazing
variety of forms .
It is not just fast talk to claim
that every single student at Covenant gets a substantial amount of
aid - often without reali zing it . That
is because of the big gap between
the charges made for a student 's
education (which amounted to
about $3,500 .00 during the past
year for the average student) and
the actual amount spent by the col lege on that same education (which
averaged about 54,600 .00 for the
past year) . In effect, every student
at Covenant gets an automatic
$1 , 100.00 scholarship - even with out applying for it. That scholarship must be paid for from the gen eral funds of the college , and any
shortages in regular gifts and grants
to the college seriously jeopardize
that kind of institutional subsidization of the students ' costs. Gifts for
that program are urgently neededbefore June 30- to enable the college to end its year in the black.
OTHER FORMS OF AID
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Beyond that general supplement, there are several other
major forms of assistance . The
chart at the right provides a good

overview of those programs, the extent of assistance available through
them, the kinds of students who
benefit from them, and what the
sources of the money are in the
first place .
Mrs . Schmidt points out that
65%-or 360 - of Covenant's stu dents receive such additional aid in
some form. The average amount received by each of these students is
$1,717 .00 (for the year just past).
Seeing that the tota I amount of
nearly $600,000 gets into the hands
of those who need it most is a chal lenging task.
The money is never handed out
willy-nilly . Students and parents
may wonder at the extensive infor mation needed on the several forms
provided, but such requests are in tended to guarantee as much fair ness as possible - providing those
suppl yi ng the a id funds with some
assurance that the money is really
needed .
BACKING NEEDED

Covenant 's pressing need right
now is to find peopl e- like you,
haps- who can assume some of the
backing for the scholarships and
other assistance being provided . If
such scholarships were all backed
during the next 30 days, the college 's budget would be virtually
balanced for the current year. A
postage-paid enveloped is included
for your convenience.

THREE STUDENTS
(AND A PROSPECT)
TELL WHAT AID MEANS
"My appreciation . . . rises from my un derstanding of what an education is. I
don't view a college degree only as a
preparation for some vocation. . .
Rather , I see my time studying at Covenant as a real molding process for me, a
molding that enables me to better de velop a Christian world-and -life view

which would lead me toward a more
holy walk before God. I believe that my
courses here, in each discipline, are better equipping me to serve Christ in all
capacities. "
- BARBARA BRYANT
Fredericksburg, Va.
"When I was younger , the college chorale came to my home church and gave
witness to the work that Covenant was
doing in the lives of its students. From
then on I decided if I was going to col lege, I wanted to go to Covenant where
I knew I would get an education from a
Christian perspective. One of the main
problems was finances . My family didn't
have any extra money, but the Lord provided . My first year , I was awarded a
work -study scholarship and during the
rest of my college career, I received an
academic scholarship as well. . . . If it
hadn'tbeen for all this money, combined with what I could earn in the
summer, I probably wouldn't be a senior now, awaiting God's leading for specific direction in reaching my future
goals. God is faithful and will provide
when we seek and do his will."
- JAN HUSTON, East Palestine, Ohio
"My inclinations have been toward
either Christian counseling or missionary work . During high school I began to
think about preparation for such work .
. . . I looked for several possibilities in
Christian colleges, eventually deciding
on Covenant. However, because my
father was just getting started in business, the oost of attending Covenant
was prohibitive. I placed this matterin
the Lord 's hands, trusting him to provide
the necessary funds . . . . As a result of
the granting of some .. . scholarships, I
was enabled to attend Covenant ."
- LESLIE HEYWARD , Smyrna, Ga.
AN APPLICANT WR !TES :
" Thank you for your notification of
financial aid. .. . [This] came at a time
when I was questioning whether going to
Covenant was a possibility and a time in
which I sorely needed encouragement.
' This service that you perform is not
only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expression of thanks to God. ' 2 Car. 9 : 12. "
-from Philadelphia
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FOR WHOM

HOW MUCH

General college supplement
provided for a 11 studentsdifference between cost to student
and actual amount invested by
college in student's education

All students, without application
being necessary

$605,000

Comes from genera I funds
of college-that portion
provided by undesignated
gifts and grants

Federal loans, grants, work study
assistance

Generally, for students who can
show need

$248,000 in grants
$148,000 in loans

Federal government, including
subsidized bank loans

College scholarships and grants(academic, music, ~thletic,
ministerial, foreign students, etc.)

Any students eligible to applybased on special abilities and
need

$181,071-of which
only $26,815 has been
backed with giving

Can be funded only through
pledged gifts for these
designated purposes

Specia I: state-funded, privatelyfunded for special purposes, etc.

Depends on residency in particular
states, or on interest in specia I
programs such as nursing, business,

$30,474

The respective states or
special-interest sources
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Dora maclellan Brown
memorial Chapel
under
way
The Covenant campus is alive with
the sounds of bulldozers, trucks,
and cha in saws as construction of
the Dora Maclellan Brown Memorial Chapel-Fine Arts Building picks
up momentum . Work on clearing
the land and putting in the foundation began in earnest during March,
and the structure is expected to be
completed within 18 months.
The new building, named in
memory of Mrs. Dora Maclellan
' Brown of Chattanooga , will be a
modern, three-story structure designed by architect Harold E. Wagoner of Philadelphia . The T. U .
Parks Construction Company of
Chattanooga was chosen as con tractor .
Mrs . Brown, who died in 1974,
was the daughter of the late Helen
Jardine and Thomas Maclellan, who
assumed direction of the Provident
Life and Accident Insurance Com pany in 1892. Born in St . John,
New
Brunswick, Canada , Mrs .'
Brown moved to Chattanooga with
her family . She was a member of
the Second Presbyterian Church
where she taught the NYO Bible
Class for more than 60 years.
The Dora Maclellan Brown Charitable Trust has given $700,000 for
the building and anonymous donors
are providing the remainder of the
$2.3 million needed for the build ing .
"We appreciate very much the
willingness of these donors to share
in Covenant College's commitment
to a Christian approach to higher
education, " said Covenant Presi dent Marion D . Barnes. " Their support helps make possible a building
which will play a key role in the
spiritual and educational growth of
Covenant students and the entire
4
Lookout Mountain community ."

Contributions to the chapel-fine
arts building project, Dr . Barnes
continued, provide capita I funds
and do not affect the college's operating funds. Covenant is currently
seeking to raise the remaining
$287,945 of the $596,000 in oper ating funds to pay the difference
between funds received from stu d ent sources and the tota I cost of
operating the college this fiscal
year .
The new building will be built at
the bluff on the eastern side of the
campus . Its 800-seat auditorium
will be located on the main floor of
the building , and three stained-glass
windows, designed by Henry Lee
Willet of the Willet Stained Glass
Studio in Philadelphia , are included
in the chapel plans. The chancel
window will be a 9 by 60 foot glass
showing the development of the
Biblical "Covenant of Life " from
Creation through Christ , Dr . Barnes
said. The other windows will trace
the development of the church
from the time ~ f Christ to the present .
The ground level floor of the
building will contain a 150-seat
auditorium which will be used for
meetings, classes and dramatic performances. A drama workroom and
storage area, and a music instrument workroom will be located
near the auditorium . Also on the
ground floor will be a seminar classroom, the chaplain's office, four
faculty offices and a lobby . Planned
for the lower ground floor are the
music department offices and four
faculty studios.
The building will have natural
stone exterior wa I ls and off-white
brick interior walls. The chapelfine arts building was designed to
complement the other modern
buildings on the campus and blend
with the mountaintop setting of the
college, Dr. Barnes said .
The Carter Hall parking area has
been closed and the area will be
landscaped with trees and grass to
form a natura I area of campus
bounded by Carter Hall , the lib-

rary, the present music building
and the chapel -fine arts building.
A new parking area was built on
the south end of the campus, and
a new access rnad to the chapel site
has been constructed on the east
side of the campus.
According to Dr. Barnes, the
chapel-fine arts building will house
the college's daily chapel services
while providing facilities for Covenant's fine arts program and special·
community programs. Chapel services are currently being held in the
Great Hall, an auditorium-dining
facility in Carter Hall. Music department facilities, now located in the
small building near Carter Hall, will
be supplemented by the studios and
offices in the chapel -fine arts building .
Dr. Barnes pointed out that the
new building is the first step in a
five -year plan of co I lege development approved by the college's
board of trustees .
To prepare for expected growth
in the student population and expansion of the college's academic
offerings, Covenant plans major
renovation of Carter Hall ; construction of a classroom-office building;
new residence hall facilities; a faculty improvement fund; an effort
to increase endowment; a new
maintenance building; improved
athletic facilities and other additions to the Lookout Mountain
campus .
When Covenant moved to the
former "Castle in the Clouds" Hotel
in 1964, the entire college was
housed in the building . The hotel
building was renamed Carter Hall in
1969, in recognition of the building's original owner. Many of the
college's classrooms, the dining hall,
residence hall areas, administrative
offices and the college bookstore
are still housed in the building.
In 1972 the co I lege made major
additions to its physical plant
through the construction of the
Anna Emma Kresge Library, a
men ' s residence hall and physical
education center.

The exciting, yet dignified lines of
the new chapel-fine arts building
(above) will rise to a height nearly
equal to that of the tower of
Carter Hall a few hundred feet to
the north. The chapel's central location on the campus- coupled with
its dominance because of its sizeis intended to speak symbolically
of the college's continuing commitment to keep spiritual values
preeminent in college life.
Below, as heavy equipment begins
clearing some underbrush, dirt piles
high. Because of its location on the
edge of the eastern bluff, deep and
heavy footings requiring 82 cubic
yards of concrete were called for.
Those had basically been completed
by early May.

\
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Navy Secretary Middendorf
is commencement speaker

6

Secretary of the Navy J. William
Middendorf II will be the speaker at
Covenant College 's commencement
ceremonies scheduled for 10 a.m .
May 8 in the college's Carter Hall.
Mr . Middendorf, a native of Baltimore, Md ., is the sixty -second Secretary of the Navy . He received the
Bachelor of Naval Science degree
from Holy Cross College, Worcester,
Mass., in 1945, and the B.A . degree
from Harvard University in 1947 .
In 1954 he received an M .B.A.
degree from New York University
Graduate School of Business Administration.
His college education was interrupted in 1943 by his enlistment in
the U.S . Navy's V -12 program at
Harvard. He was then transferred to
the NROTC program at Holy Cross
College in 1944 and commissioned
an Ensign in 1945. He served in the
Pacific on board a landing craft
from 1945 to 1946 as an engineering and communications officer,
and then returned to Harvard.
In 1969, Mr. Middendorf left an
investment banking career as one of
America's leading financial special ists in insurance stocks to become
the U .S. Ambassador to the Nether-

ne

lands. In this capacity he conducted
an active balance of payments program, promoting American exports
of industrial, military, and agricultura I goods. He received the Superior Honor Award from the State
Department for these efforts. At
the same time, he maintained an
active interest in programs and issues where American interests were
affected by NATO and European
Common Market decisions.
He was appointed Under Secretary of the Navy in 1973 and was
sworn into office by Secretary of
Defense Schlesinger. He became
acting Secretary of the Navy in
April, 1974, and in May was nominated by the President to be Secretary of the Navy . He was confirmed
by the Senate and assumed office
on June 10, 1974.
Mr . Middendorf is a member of
the Reformed Presbyterian Church
in McLean, Va. He became a Christian while serving in the Netherlands, and values his family's friendship with the well known Corrie
ten Boom . Mr . Middendorf's longstanding interest in art and music
is finding growing outlet in his
local church life, where he has both
composed a special hymn and start ed work on a stained glass window
for the new McLean sanctuary .

Jewell scholarship established
for business students
Mrs. Vera Jewell of Lookout Mountain has established an endowed
scholarship fund at Covenant Col lege in honor of her late husband
Daniel Ashley Jewell Jr. , Covenant
President Marion D. Barnes has an nounced .
The scholarship· fund will be
used primarily for Covenant stu dents with a major in the college's
business administration and economics program. The funds will be
distributed by the college's student
aid committee.
Commenting on the new schol-

arship program, Dr. Barnes said,
"This commemoration is particularly fitting inasmuch as Mr. Jewell
was a pioneering businessman in
Northwest Georgia." Joining in t he
management of a business established by his father at the Crystal
Springs Bleachery in 1912, M r . Jewell began a successful career in the
textile field. In this firm, which was
one of the first completely vertica 1ly integrated fabric manufacturing
and finishing plants in the nation,
he served for 58 years as secretary,
treasurer, vice president, president ,
and chai rman of the board. He
served from 1924 to 1934 as the
president of Georgia Textile Manufacturers Association and as a member of the Board of Education in
Chickamauga.
Covenant began its business administration and economics program last year and the college offers
business students major and minor
programs, specialties in accounting
and management and internship opportunities with local businesses.

E. Allen Duble returns
to head development staff
Mr. Allen Duble has rejoined Covenant as Vice-President for Development after three yea r 's service with

Mobil Oil Company as Southern
Division Manager for the Consumer
Products Division . Mr. Duble brings
his background in sales management and a thorough understanding
of Covenant's commitments to his
new position. He is an alumnus of
the co liege and he served as VicePresident for Development from
1967 to 1972 when he was employed by the National Liberty
Foundation. He is an elder in the
Reformed
Presbyterian Church,
Evangelical Synod, and he and his
family reside on Lookout Mountain.

Kline was speaker for
Staley lecture series
Dr . Meredith Kline, author and pro·
fesso r at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, spoke at Covenant
during Febr uary's Staley Distinguished Christian Scholar Series. Dr .
Kline, author of By Oath Consigned, Treaty of the Great King,
and Structure of Biblical Authority,
spoke on "The Meaning of the
City" and " T he City of the Great
King."

July 3-9 Yoke Week offers
family vacation opportunities
Covenant has set July 3-July 9 as
this year's Yoke Week, according to
Physical Plant Director Floyd Simmons, who coo rdinates the annual
campus work project.
The college had its biggest Yoke
Week ever last yea r when 200 people provided labor worth at least
$20,000. All of the work they provided helped complete projects that
Covenant normally would not have
had the manpower or funds to
undertake.
During the week, enti re families
of workers use their skills on such
projects as painting, carpentry, masonry , plumbing, sew ing , and electr ical work. In return for their labor,
the college houses and feeds the
workers.

COVENANT'S SUMMER CONFERENCE SCHEDULE is just a few weeks off, and ren·
ovation of the college's swimming pool is just one of the things being done to prepare
for the hundreds of guests who will visit the mountaintop campus. Such improvements
also make the campus a better place for Covenant's students during the school year as
well-although a cool April and early May kept all but the bravesr out of the chilly pool.

But Yoke Week isn 't all work.
The day begins with a morning
Bible study, and after 3 p.m. the
schedule is free for swimming, hiking, tennis, sightseeing in the surrounding area. A time of prayer,
Bible study, and fellowship is conducted each day during the course
of the week by some of the co I lege
faculty members. The week provides families with an excellent
opportunity to enjoy fellowship
with other Christian families from
across the country.
Anyone interested in registering
for Yoke Week should write Floyd
Simmons at the co liege as soon as
possible. Registration deadline is
June 1.

Dr. Graham, a native of Illinois,
served as associate dean and later
as dean of students at Covenant
from 1972 to 1975.
He returns to Covenant from
Cooperative Educational Services,
where he currently serves as educational director.
From 1965 to 1970 he taught
mathematics, physics and psychology and served as a counselor at
Estes Park (Colo.) Junior -Senio r
High School.
He served as a graduate assistant in the Department of Educa tional Psychology and University

Graham returns to head
education department
Dr . Donovan Graham wi II return to
Co venant as assistant professor of
education and Dr . Sanford W. Shaw
has been appointed assistant professor of foreign languages, Dean of
the Faculty Nicholas Barker has announced.

l.

.

Counseling Center at New Mexico
State University in 1970-71.
Dr . Graham has Ed.D. and M.A.
degrees in counseling and guidance
from New Mexico State, and re ceived a B.A. degree at the University of Northern Colorado .
He and his wife Wilma have
four children and reside on Lookout Mountain, where he is an elder
in the
Reformed Presbyterian
Church.
Dr. Shaw, a native of Worcester,
Mass., has taught French and Spanish at Cornell University as a grad·
uate teaching assistant and a parttime instructor. He has also taught
at the Yarinacocha School, Yarinacocha, Peru, and with the Wycliffe
Bible Translators.
Dr. Shaw earned his Ph.D. degree in Romance linguistics at Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y., and
his B.A. in French at Middlebury
(Vt.) College.
He and his wife Anne have two
sons.

Kresge grants make possible
several campus improvements
The work on the new chapel isn't
the only construction project underway at Covenant. Several vital
firedoors and firewa I ls are under
construction, student rooms are
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being improved and the college's
swimming pool is being renovated .
All of the improvements were made
possible by a $50,000 grant made
last year by the Kresge Foundation.
The money was designated for the
Carter Ha 11 restoration fund .
The Kresge Foundation played
a major role in earlier renovation
work with an $80,000 grant awarded in 1972 for the renovation and
enlargement of the "Great Hall"
dining room and auditorium.

Attendance is good for first
springtime college-for-a-day
More than 130 students were on
hand for Covenant's spring "College
for a Day " program for high school
juniors and seniors.
The program was held to give
high school students the opportunity to visit the campus and observe
the college educational program.
Visiting students attended regular
classes, talked with professors in
small group sessions, and took part
in a seminar on the college admissions process and financial aid.

Folk festival features
variety of crafts and skills
Covenant was the site of a Folk
Arts Festival in March which

NEW STUDENT LEADERS for the 1976-77 school year will be headed for the first
time by a woman student. She is Linda Goette, right rear. who grew up in Korea where
her parents are missionaries.
Other officers are treasurer Dan Theune, left, from
Wisconsin; vice-president Keith Moore, left rear, from Maryland; and secretary Carol
Clark, whose home is in West Virginia.

brought to campus crafts and artwork by local artists.
Dramatist and folk story teller
Clara Dunn of Atlanta presented a
program of Georgia folk tales and
eight Covenant students performed
folk dances accompanied by a Blue
Grass band.
Then in April, Covenant College's annual spring Fine Arts Festival brightened the campus. The
public was invited to view oil pa inti ngs, sketches, photography, pottery and other art work by local
artists which were displayed in the
Carter Ha II lobby and the Anna
Emma Kresge Memorial Library .
Special lectures and chapel programs during the week were
brought by Dr. Robert Copeland,
musicologist and professor at Mid
Amer-ican Nazarene College; Ron
De Ford, graduate student of theater and interperonal communications at Southern Illinois University; Katha Cale, professional actress from Grand Rapids, Michigan;
Christian poet Luci Shaw; Robin
Jenson, art professor from Calvin
College; and Dr. R. J. Ream of Phil mont Christian Academy, Philadelphia.
The Covenant College Drama
Club performed Shakespeare's "A
Midsummer Night's Dream."

Education workshop features
Christian approach to teaching
An education workshop on the
theme "Obedience as Christian
Teachers" was conducted at Covenant in April.
The workshop featured Mrs.
Deborah Steele Marshall of the Immanuel Christian School, Toronto,
Ontario, as the keynote speaker.
David Creech, learning specialist at
Moccasin Bend Psychiatric Hospital
of Chattanooga and a Covenant
graduate, spoke on learning difficulties and several other Covenant
graduates took part in the workshop.
Topics covered by the workshop
included viewing education from a
Christian perspective, the nature
of learning, curriculum, discipline,
and learning problems in children.

Last plane
from
·Covenant students come to the
Lookout Mountain campus from
across the United States and from
all over the world, but few have
traveled a longer or more dangerous route than freshman Dao Pham.
Her journey to Covenant began on
the last plane to leave Saigon's Tan
Son Nhut airport before the city
fell to the Communists last spring.
When the final Communist drive
began, few in Saigon believed the
southern part of the country and
Saigon would fall quickly, Dao said,
but when the few Americans remaining in Saigon left, she and her
family knew that the end of the
government was near . There seemed
to be no way out for Dao, who was
only one year away from earning a
law degree, be.cause her family had
not been associated with an American organization. "We didn't believe that we would leave Viet nam," she said. "We just prayed because we didn't know what else to
do." The Vietnamese churches began teaching members how to
maintain their faith under Communist rule.
But much to their surprise,
American missionary Walter Routh,
who had been working with Dao's
church, returned just before the invasion and took out a number of
Vietnamese Christians. He was able
to take Dao, her two brothers and
a sister, but her mother and a sister were left behind.
Dao and her family had only one
day's notice before the move. After
they made their way through the
confusion of the city and managed
to get into the crowded airport,
they faced two days of waiting and
sleeping on the floor before they
could board the airplane. Aher the
long flight to Clark Air Force Base
in the Philippines, the planeload of
passengers learned that Communist
artillery closed the airport before
the airplane immediately behind
them could take off.
She was in the Philippines for
one week, in Guam for one week
and finally she entered the U.S.
mainland at San Diego and stayed in

the refugee area at Camp Pendleton
for two months.
Mr. Routh arranged for all the
Vietnamese he had brought with
him to move to Florida. Dao was in
Florida for three months before she
moved to Birmingham with her
brothers so that she could study at
the University of Alabama. Then
after three months in Birmingham,
she heard about Covenant from a
Vietnamese minister from California.
Dao has found some interesting
differences between her present
way of life and life in Vietnam. She
quickly realized that learning to
drive would be a necessity in the
United States since her new coun try had spread-out cities and highways rather than the close -kn it
neighborhoods and extensive public
transportation system of Saigon.
Although the change of language makes study more difficult,
Dao finds the American style of instruction easier to follow. In Vietnam she took ten or twelve courses
per year, and she had no tests during the year. Her grades depended
completely on the final exams at
the end of the year. American
classes, she has noticed, are much

more informal than those in Vietnam , and the teachers are friendlier .
When Dao resumed her interrupted education, she changed her
goa Is and started over. Because of
the language difference, and be cause she one day hopes to return
to her native country, Dao plans to
become a pediatrician.
Dao rea I izes the difficulty and
danger she would face in attempt ing to return, but she hopes condi tions there will improve by the
time she finishes her education .
She believes that a medical educa tion will help make returning to the
family members she left behind
much easier.
Summing up her feelings about
her new home at Covenant Dao
said: "Although Covenant is very
small compared to the big state university in Alabama, I will always
praise God that He led me to this
college through which I found a
Christian family atmosphere that I
have needed for a long time since
I left my family in Vietn am. I also
want to express my appreciation to
the board of trustees and all those
who have helped me accomplish
my academic goals by granting me
a scholarship ."
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Dr. John W. Sanderson Jr. is ending his 13-year teaching career at Covenant College this spring
to join the faculty of Covenant Theological Seminary in St. Louis. As he does, he reminisces a bit . ..

A, Dr. I ander ,on leaves.
he look, back:
The world outside Chattanooga
may have scarcely taken notice
when a small college moved from
St. Louis to the old Lookout Mountain Hotel building in 1964, but it
was a momentous occasion in the
lives of the people who made the
move and then set about the business of building a college.
One man who could never forget
the move and the building process
in which he has played a crucial
role is Dr . John W. Sanderson, pro fessor of philosophy.
Dr . Sanderson first joined Cove nant's faculty in 1957, the college's
second year. He left to teach at
Westminster Theological Seminary
for six years, but returned to the
college as Dean of the Faculty in
1963- just before the decision was
made to move the young college
from the St. Louis campus it shared
with Covenant Theological Seminary.
"When I returned to Covenant,"
observed Dr . Sanderson, "what
seemed to be opening up was the
idea that the co Ilege needed to be
developed more or less independ ently of the seminary, although at
first there wasn't any idea of moving . The college was growing, but it
was obvious that it wouldn't con tinue to grow unless there was some
real concentration on that goal."
Very shortly into Dr . Sanderson's first semester back at Cove nant the possibility of moving to
Chattanooga was raised. The idea
had been brought to the attention
of the college's board of trustees by
Eva nge Iica I Presbyterian businessman Harold Finch, who had moved
to Chattanooga a few years before.
By the end of November, 1963, the
college had bought the old Lookout
Mountain Hotel for $250,000 .
The bu i Id ing they moved to had
been built in 1927 by Chattanooga
industrialist Paul Carter, and it
served as a luxury resort hotel un10 der several owners until the finan-

cial problems which had plagued it
since its beginning put the hotel out
of business permanently in the
early 1960 ' s.
So the college moved and began
its first year on Lookout Mountain
with fewer than 150 students, 11
faculty members, 23 acres, and one
building. Though the college seemed
small by today's standards, the en rollment was up significantly that
year, and the campus easily accommodated the college .
" When we came down here the
thing that impressed us was the
size of the building and the huge
23-acre campus," Dr. Sanderson
said. "Those of us who had been
in St. Louis were comparing it with
a campus of the same size which we
had to share with a seminary."
But the feeling of wide open
spaces did not last long, Dr . Sanderson recalls. "Each year the building
seemed to be getting smaller and
smaller. The grace that the Lord
gave us back in those early days is
amazing. When we had only the
one building, we could have had far
more squabbles over space than we
did ."
"Right from the beginning," he
continued, "we set a goa I of 800 to
1,000 as a top limit in enrollment.
We didn't set for ourselves any particular times at which we would
reach that goal, but we did know
that we didn't want to become a
large schoo I. We wanted to keep the
advantages of a school of 1,000 or
less."
According to Dr. Sanderson, the
college community saw from the
very first the need for regional accreditation. The college made immediate contact with the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools
and began working toward that
goal. The dream of accreditation
became a reality in December, 1971,
about the time the college had expected it, Dr.Sanderson continued.
"Even though we had to wait for

a while to be accredited, we were
able to see a number of graduates
accepted by a number of different
graduate schools, so there was a
time when we had a quite lengthy
list of schools that would accept
our credits unit for unit," he said.
"It demonstrated to us that back
then an unaccredited school still
could make it, and we felt that the
Lord was with us in things like this.
At the same time, we didn't let any
of these things slow us up in our
desire to have regiona I accred itation ."
"One of the things that interested a lot of us was the way the Lord
seemed to open up things for us in
a very unusual way," he pointed
out. "The very first year we were
here, we had a large spread in the
Sunday supplement of the Atlanta
Journal-Constitution. For the next
five years that identified us."
Dr. Sanderson said he came to
Covenant because he saw an opportunity. "It was an opportunity in
which we all might have fallen flat
on our faces, but I saw that we
could have the kind of education
that is Christian, but at the same
time it is not the perversion of
Christianity which actually denies
an education to its adherents."
In the early days, when he was
charged with building an excellent
faculty, Dr. Sanderson described
that opportunity to prospects. "I
also urged them to consider not so
much what they cou Id get out of
the co Ilege, but the positive commitment they could make as well as
the opportunity to be creative.
Here was a school which had practically no traditions. Someone
could develop a department as he
or she saw fit, and I think this is
somethi~9 that did challenge some
of them.
"What has also been of interest
to me is the type of faculty member who is willing to come here at
a generally lower salary than he

p ctacle,
/crl tur
One of che special gifts for which Or.
Sanderson has always been appreciated is
his ability co say important things in
simple ways. While the college 's "Seacement of Purpose" has been wr/cten and
rewritten through the years, perhaps it
has never been stated more succinctly
than in che words Dr. Sanderson used a
few years ago :

might get elsewh ere . Out of a se nse
of commitment they want ed to
come and to stay ."
Dr . Sanderson pointed out that
the co I lege has com e a long wa y in
its relation ship with th e Chattanooga area . "Our faculty members
and our students have served in
some of the churches, and I th ink
we have a very good reputation
with them ." He said , " Th ere ar e a
number of churches that immedi ately turn to us when we need help ,
so I think our church acceptance is
good ."
"In the Lookout Mountain com munity a number of people have
very healthy attitudes toward the
college because of the students who
have done babysitting , yardwork ,
and other jobs in the community .
I think some of them had fears in
the beginning, and the fears went
both ways. One was the fear that
because we were Christians we
would be 'Holy Rollers' and the

other was that because we were a
col lege, o ur st ud ent s wou ld prob ab ly ca use pro b lems in th e com mu nit y , b ut I thi nk most of those
fea rs have been laid to rest now."
Now t hat the co I lege has mo re
t ha n 500 st ud ents, 39 faculty
mem bers, mo re t han 800 acres of
college-own ed land, t hree add it ional b ui ldi ng s, and th e Dora Mac lellan Brown Memorial Chapel und er
co nstru cti on, Dr . Sand erson still
sees some aspect s of t he college
that haven't changed .
" Every faculty member brings
something new, so you could say in
that sense that the school has
changed . But I like to think that
th e changes that have come about
over the years have only been a
development of our goals that go
back 20 years, " he said .
" We wanted a Christian , liberal
arts college . We wanted one with
high academic standards, and I
think that's what we have ."

I think Christian education is a necessary
extension of our whole view of the
Christian life "If any man be in Chose,
he is a new creacure. Old things are
passed away. Behold, all things are
become new."
Christian education views God ·s
world from the standpoint of the regen erated heart, and when a man with a
regenerated heart looks at the world,
that world is new - the old
ways of
looking at things have passed away .
The regenerated person believes that
things in the world cannot be explained
in and of themselves. The regenerated
person sees God ,n everything
. sees
that Jesus Christ is Lord over all creation . And that leads us to another perspective, namely, we look at the world
from the vantage point of the Scriptures.
As Calvin said, "The Scriptures are like
a pair of spectacles ."
If I look at the world without my
glasses, I see disto r tion . The figures are
fuzzy . Sometimes I see twice as many
objects as are really there . In other
wo rds, apart from my glasses, I simply
cannot trust the report of my eyes.
Now, as a sinful man with an understanding that has been dar kened ... with
a mind that has been blinded ... I am
not able to see what the wor ld is really
all about. But when I have received a
regenerated hea r t ... whe n I put o n the
"spect acles of th e Scr iptu res" and begin
t o look at t he worl d t hroug h t he Script ures, t hen I see t hi ngs th e wa y God has
made t hem . A nd t he way God has made
t hem is th e wa y t hey r eal ly ar e.
Th is is t he t ask o f Chri stia n education , then , to br ing t o ed ucatio n a new
" heart " ... to b r ing the viewpoi nt o f th e
Sc ri pt u res in eve r yt hi ng. When we have
thi s new heart , and w e have the stand po int of t he Scri pt u res, then w e can look
at anything in God's world and fin d t hat
it is good . M en do not use God 's world
in a correct way , but there is a co rre ct
way , and w e must find it .
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Registration llne
audition - voice
1, ov red
As a rule, great opera singers are
rarely discovered in impromptu
auditions in college registration
lines, but Covenant senior Carol
Spearman may just prove to be the
exception.
She came to Covenant a new
Christian planning to find her place
in the service of the Lord through a
Bible major, but when she discussed
the possibility of a music minor
with David Halvorsen, associate
professor of music, he asked for a
demonstration right in the registration line. The beautiful voice she
had been developing since high
school was enough to justify a
quick call to Dr. John Hamm, professor of music and Covenant's
voice instructor.
12
That brief audition and the dis-

cussions with John Hamm that followed led to some profound
changes in Carol's career plans.
Caro I decided to take her musical
ta lent and her faith into the world
of professional music to pursue her
lifelong interest in the opera.
Since her decision, Carol's voice
has brightened the campus in the
Covenant Chorale, the Madrigal
Singers, numerous special performances, and recently through her
presentation of excerpts from act
one of the opera "The Marriage of
Figaro."
Carol grew up in the Southern
town of Brookhaven, Mississippi,
and she went through the Missisippi school system for 10 years
with an A+ average. She continued
her education at a boarding school
in Virginia where she began developing her voice for the first time.
But it was at this school that Carol
also developed an interest in the
occult and Eastern religions.
She began college at the University of Florida, but her involvement
in Eastern religions became a consuming drive, and she left college to
return to Mississippi. There she
took voice lessons in her hometown
from a man who had just left an
opera career in Germany. Later she
decided to try college again-this
time at the University of Southern
Mississippi.
Interest in the eastern religions
again put an end to her college
work. "I left in search of truth,"
Carol said. "I was trying to become righteous, I thought that was
what you had to do to know God.
I thought you had to squeeze your
life down to nothing, and I was
looking for a community where I
could just forget all my other interests and do that."
But before she could move to
such a community, she visited her
older sister Pam who was a new
Christian. "That's when the Lord
really started working in my life. I
started listening to her, and I knew
she was telling me the truth. Pam

was giving me the answer. I was
there for a week and as the week
went on, I just couldn't stand it any
longer. I had to ask the Lord into
my heart."
Shortly after her conversion
Carol was on her way to Covenant
and to a new direction in her career
plans. At first she was unsure of her
decision to study music because of
her earlier experiences. "But then I
went to my first voice lesson with
Mr. Hamm, and I just loved it. What
my other teachers had told me, he
demonstrated. For the first time I
understood what I was going to be
working toward."
Caro I plans to continue her
music education in graduate school
next fall. She has been accepted at
the Julliard School and the Manhattan School of Music in New York
and the Cincinnati College Conservatory of Music, but hasn't decided
where to go.
"When I first became a Christian, ... I just wasn't interested at
all in music as an art," Carol recalls.
"I even gave away a book of art
songs. But in my time here at Covenant the Lord has shown me that I
can serve him in a field like the
opera. He has turned my interest
back to the opera, and I plan to
work toward that career as long as
He leads me in that direction."
During her college years, Carol
has also developed her understanding of how a Christian should approach the arts. "We should produce and demand quality," she
said. "The Lord always demands
the best sacrifice and the best offering. How do we dare offer Him
anything but the best in our music
or any other endeavor?"
"If I were going to sing before a
king or a governor," Carol explained, "I would work hard and I
would offer my best. The Lord is
the King of kings, how much more
should I strive to perfect whatever
gifts I have? That's my motivationthat's what keeps me diligent in my
practice."

