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Lookout
Mtn. to
install
security
cameras

Scots rank
high at
programming
contest
by Rebekah Taft

(UPH), an established Christian
University outside of Jakarta
with over 12,000 students.
“We will be a small fish in a
big pond,” said Drexler. “We’re
praying for enough students this
fall to get started in August.”
Next fall, the branch campus
will offer undergraduate degrees
in English, Biblical Studies, and
Early Childhood Education.
Degrees in history, math, the
sciences, and will be added in
the future. A Master of Arts in
Teaching (MAT) modeled after
Covenant graduate program is
also in the works.
The liberal arts undergraduate

Critical thinking and problem
solving skills helped Covenant
students perform well at the
Twentieth Annual Southeastern
Small College Programming
Contest on Nov. 16.
Covenant brought two teams
of four computer science majors
to competition, which was part
of the Southeastern conference
for the Consortium for Computing Sciences in Colleges (CCSC)
held at Furman University.
“Our students’ skills are
on par with or exceed those
from other schools in the
competition,” said Associate
Professor of Computer Science
Jeff Humphries, who called
for volunteers to participate in
competition this year.
Arthur Anderson, John
Holland, Chris Lenk, and Drew
Moriarty made up a team
of seniors at the contest.
Sophomores Archer McNeill
and Keith Rice and freshmen
Tim DeVries and Nick Gilbert
made up a team of Covenant
underclassmen. Teams were

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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by Kendi Anderson
Lookout Mountain has its eye
on you, or at least it will by the
end of February as plans are
underway to install 12 cameras
on both the Tennessee and
Georgia sides of the mountain.
An amount exceeding
$88,000 was contributed by
238 residents to install these
cameras in a half-dozen strategic locations atop Lookout
Mountain. The cameras were
purchased in full by private
donations and the cities of
Lookout Mountain Tennessee
and Georgia have agreed to
pay for the ongoing costs of
operating the systems.
The cameras will be installed
in pairs, as one camera will
record the license plate number and the other will take an
overhead photo of each vehicle
that travels onto Lookout
Mountain. These pairs will
be placed at each of the five
routes up Lookout Mountain
and a sixth will be stationed
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Dr. Drexler departs for Indonesia
by Garrison Dale
For the next 18 months, Head
of the Education Department Dr.
Jim Drexler will be in Indonesia
helping start the International
Teacher’s College (ITC), an
unofficial branch campus of
Covenant set to open next fall.
Drexler arrived in Indonesia
last week. He is the lead administrator of the ITC, and will most
likely teach classes, too.
“The campus will function
very much like a Covenant
campus,” said Drexler. “It
will use Covenant admissions
requirements, courses, programs, residence life programs,

and chapels.”
The ITC’s website is filled
with language that echoes
Covenant’s values. Covenant’s
philosophy of education is
reprinted on ITC’s website
complete with the creation/fall/
redemption motif, an emphasis
on Christian stewardship, and
a liberal arts curriculum. The
academic programs are woven
together with social, cultural,
and spiritual concerns -- education for the whole person.
But the Indonesian campus
will not be officially affiliated
with Covenant until around
2015. Currently, the ITC is a part
of the Universitas Pelita Harapan

Her :
Relationships
and the beep
boop

Frozen: A
philosophical
drivel on
feminism in
animation

I wish
mankind was
sick

Selfless
Photographers

PAGE 4

PAGE 5

PAGE 6

PAGE 7

NEWS 2

Volume 60.12

THE BAGPIPE

Transfer students
by Emmett Gienapp
This month the Covenant
community welcomed thirteen
transfer students in preparation for the spring semester.
Representing a spread of
home states and previous
colleges, these students hail
from Philadelphia, South
Carolina, and even Kenya.
Despite its relatively small size,
in comparison to other universities in the southeast, this
widespread attraction of the
school to out-of-state students
has been a persistent trend for
Covenant.
Regional director of Development Mr. Tim Mahla cites
Covenant’s unique position
and mission as a reason why
students are so interested in
transferring to a college in
Lookout Mountain, GA from
such great distances.

Computer Programming
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

judged by CCSC members and
ranked according to the number
of problems they could solve
correctly. While Covenant was
just one of 30 regional schools
to participate in the Southeastern conference, the team of
underclassmen placed in the top
10 of colleges in the contest.
The CCSC annually sponsors
regional conferences in various
part of the country and the
Southeastern region holds
it meeting in November of

“Covenant College is the
only college affiliated with
the Presbyterian Church in
America. Because of that the
college makes connections all
over the country,” Mahla said.
Mahla also pointed to the
unique nature of the Christcentered curriculum offered
at Covenant as a major draw
for students. He claimed that
the community recognizes the
opportunities afforded by the
school as something special.
“There are alumni, board
members, parents of students,
and friends of Covenant who
believe in Covenant’s mission
and work and tell other people
about it.”
According to the records
of the school’s admissions
office, the addition of these 13
transfer students this semester
brings Covenant’s total number
of transfer students to 172

over the past four years.
Though the majority of
students currently enrolled at
Covenant were introduced to
the school by a friend or family
member who is an alumnus,
for the first time in those four
years only one transfer this
semester has a relative who
has attended Covenant.
The initial experience and
impression of the transfer
students who moved in this
semester have been varied, but
those interviewed say it has
been positive overall.
Kimberly Burgos a New
Jersey native, attended Eastern
University near Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania most recently
and is glad to be attending
Covenant now.
Burgos said of her experience at Eastern, “My whole
first year, I never felt at
home —almost like attending

Christian camp and nothing
more. I didn’t feel academically
challenged, and my heart was
being tugged at since day
one.”
Every transfer student
interviewed cited Covenant’s
welcoming community and
environment as a major, if not
primary, draw to the school.
“One thing I’ve noticed
about Covenant that I never
experienced at Eastern is
the love and passion these
students have for their school,
like no better place exists to
them. I feel like I’m apart of
something great right now,
with a great student body,
faculty, facility, and scenery,”
said Burgos.
Another recent transfer
student, Grayson Sjoholm,
said though he has only been
on Covenant’s campus a short
time, the people he has come

into contact with have made
him feel as if he is already “a
part of the family.”
“Altogether everyone around
has helped me find my way
around campus and are in the
process of teaching me the
traditions. Covenant is going
to be a great home,” said
Sjoholm.
Similarly, Laura Whigham, a
transfer from Winthrop University in Rock Hill, SC, is relieved
to be part of a school she
trusts will drive her closer to
Christ, something she says was
not a part of her experience at
a state school.
Whigham said, “It will
definitely be a challenge being
at Covenant, but a rewarding
sort of challenge I think. I am
very excited to be here and am
looking forward to what God
has in store for the next couple
years.”

each year. The purpose of the
conference, according to its
official website, is to “promote
exchange of information
among small college personnel
concerned with computer use
in the academic environment.”
While the target audience for
the conference is faculty and
administrators, the competition
is held as an avenue for getting
students involved.
In the weeks leading up
November’s contest, Dr.
Humphries spent time coaching
the two teams to help them get
ready.

“Each practice session
involved strategy discussions
about programming language
selection, teamwork, and how
to decompose problems to
make them easier to solve,” said
Humphries.
Humphries also used practice
problems from past competitions to help students get ready
for the competition.
“Dr. Humphries had us focus
on critical thinking and problem
solving skills, so we worked
through a bunch of problems
from past years,” said senior
Drew Moriarty.

Moriarty said this practice was
not only helpful for the competition, but for a future career in
programming.
“It puts a small team on a very
intense deadline and demands
peak performance,” he said.
Humphries is thrilled that
students recognize the benefit
of these competitions.
“I was very happy that
students got a sense that their
education here at Covenant is
preparing them well for future
vocations in computing,” said
Humphries.
Humphries has high hopes for

continuing to bring students to
competitions like this one and
is already formulating better
training practices for next time.
“Next year, we may prepare a
little differently by using actual
competition software and rules
so that students get a feel for
what it’s like to work under
pressure in advance of ‘game
day’,” he said.
If anything, the competition
was interesting for “seeing other
programmers,” said Moriarty,
who commented that programming is a unique subculture.

Faculty Quote of the Week
“And if anything even thinks about photosynthesis, it gets burnt”
-Professor Zuidema in Biochemistry, on keeping up his lawn in the wintertime.
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at the four-way stop, at the
intersection of Lula Lake Road
and Scenic Highway.
The installation of these
cameras was propelled by
a spree of break-ins that
occurred on the mountain last
summer.
A letter was sent to Lookout
Mountain residents from the
Lookout Mountain Security
Project in November, and it
stated that statistics show
that small towns with limited
access, like Lookout Mountain,
have a decrease in crime
when surveillance cameras are
installed.
“If criminals know that there
is a high potential for getting
caught then most likely they
will not go to or through that
area,” said Kevin Patty, the

Dr. Drexler in Indonesia
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degrees will be given with an
emphasis on teacher training.
The programs are divided into a
trimester schedule -- fall, spring,
and summer terms.
“During the summer term,
we are anticipating full-time
Covenant professors coming
to teach one or more classes,”
said Drexler. “This will help
bring the Covenant ‘DNA’ to

Covenant.edu

director of safety and security
at Covenant College.
“I believe these cameras will
be beneficial to the Covenant
community because any vehicle
that is observed leaving the
scene of a crime will have a
picture taken of it,” Patty said.
Automatic license plate
readers, like the ones that
Chattanooga-based ERMC will
oversee the installation of,
have been installed in several
other upscale communities
nationwide.
Patty said he never encountered these cameras when he
worked as a Deputy Sheriff
because “they are expensive
to install, and the county I
worked for did not have the
extra monetary resources
available.”
Patty has become familiar
with this type of monitoring
system while working at

Covenant as the cameras that
Lookout Mountain plans to
install are similar to those used
on Covenant’s campus.
“The cameras we have here
on campus are not monitored
by anyone, but do record a
short video when motion is
detected. This allows us to
go back and look at the area
when an incident is reported,”
he said.
Patty supports the use of
these cameras but is wondering about whether “the license
plate and vehicle information
collected will ever be shared,
and if so, how and for what
reason?”
Additional privacy concerns
have been raised regarding the
installation of these cameras,
but Lookout Mountain does
not plan to use the technology
to compare license plates to
the database of “hot plates,”

or drivers with outstanding
warrants, which is a main
privacy concern in other
communities.
Police Chief Randy Bowden
told the Chattanooga Times
Free Press that these surveillance cameras will function
similarly to those used in public
places like Walmart or the
mall.
Lookout Mountain does not
plan to use the cameras for
traffic violations or monitoring
purposes. “It won’t even
be looked at unless we have
a reason to follow up on [a
crime],” Bowden said.
The data from the cameras
will only be held for 28 days,
and after that the digital file
will be overwritten with new
data.

Indonesia while also allowing
more Covenant professors to
see firsthand the work that is
going on here.”
The ITC is targeted to
students from Asian countries
around Indonesia, including the
Philippines, Korea, Cambodia,
Thailand, China, and Myanmar.
“The opportunities in Asia
are virtually unprecedented
when you consider the numeric
growth of the church, the
economic gains by many

countries like Indonesia and
new found political freedoms
in many countries for Christian
schooling,” said Drexler. “It’s an
ideal time to bring the kind of
Christian higher education that
Covenant offers to a growing
and exciting place like Asia.”
The list of Drexler’s official
titles is lengthy. He is the Dean
of Social Sciences, Dean of the
Graduate School of Education
and the Education Department
Chair. While he is on “loan”

to the ITC, his responsibilities
will be distributed among the
faculty.
Vice President of Academic
Affairs Dr. Jeff Hall will absorb
Drexler’s responsibilities in the
Graduate School of Education.
Professor of Education Dr. Steve
Kaufmann will act as Dean of
Social Sciences. Professor of
Education Dr. Jack Beckman will
act as the Chair of the Education
Department.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Emmett Gienapp at emmett.gienapp@covenant.edu.
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Her : Relationships and the beep boop
by Calvin Cummings
To be fair, Spike Jonze could
have written the screenplay
to his latest film, Her, so you
actually see Joaquin Phoenix
having sex with his computer.
He could have -- instead of fading to black in the first “love”
scene between the protagonist,
Theodore Twombly (Joaquin
Phoenix), and his artificially
intelligent operating system,
Samantha (Scarlett Johansson)
-- shown Phoenix’s necessary
self-pleasure as Scarlett Johansson’s disembodied voice carried
over the scene in binary-generated moans and gasps. But he
didn’t. He left the action of their
revolutionary coitus mysterious,
which poses a telling hermeneutical problem. One finds it
difficult to decide the humanity
of Samantha and, consequently,
to decide what it is that makes
and doesn’t make us human in
Spike Jonze’s speculated future.
However, this film hardly seems
to fall into a specific category
of opinion, as this is just one of
many events that present some
kind of diametric opposition
with evidence for both sides.
Whether that be between
technology as human social vice
versus dignified autonomy, or

the ascetic soul-mind versus the
materialist body Jonze’s work
primarily repels any dialectic
projected onto it. In fact, it
hardly seems to offer up a single
answer to any of the questions it
raises. The film plays like a long
conversation between many
different circumstances and
philosophies, creating a surreal
yet somehow familiar space for
the contemporary viewer to
consider the implications of our
pervasive loneliness.
The fact that the lonely
Theodore has the job that he
has, a writer of personal loveletters for people who have
trouble expressing how they feel,
says a lot about the culture that
exists in the reality Spike Jonze
has created. This not-too-distant
future questions something
rather pertinent to our present:
what have our relationships lost
or gained in their integration
with technology, particularly
technology that manifests
anonymous connection? Spike
Jonze’s universe is not all too
different from ours. Everything
having to do with or affected
by technology is amplified by
the advancements—both in
the luxuries and the disparities.
Theodore’s job itself exemplifies
this. Communication has become

more expedient and effective, yet
the individual has also become
detached from the action by
hiring someone else to do
their relational work. Theodore
writes these letters in several
relational contexts—parents to
a collegiate son, a long-distance
boyfriend-girlfriend relationship,
a marriage—sometimes even
writing from both perspectives.
The film is filled with incidents
like this that seemingly show
how people have lost a great
deal of their ability to relate to
one another functionally. It also
presents a lot of evidence that
technology’s pervasiveness hasn’t
destroyed our capacity to love,
but rather questions whether
or not we should believe
ourselves to be the only beings
that could have that capability.
The film is rich in parenthetical
detail—like Theodore’s job—that
not only offers context, but a
huge amount of depth to the
relationship between Samantha
and Theodore, which is the focal
point of the whole narrative.
All that is part of the abstract
essence of our humanity is
expressed in Samantha—our
capacity for miscommunication,
for passion, for emotional pain.
Though she is created, she seems
to possess all the emotional

ability of a human being. She
just doesn’t have a body. Her
existence is a paradox within
itself, and as she challenges the
audience philosophically, she
challenges Theodore humanly.
The viewer must here suspend
his disbelief of Samantha’s ability
to “exist” in the sense that she
could be created today or soon.
What Jonze is attempting to ask
is, “What are the implications
if Samantha were real?” What
Jonze can’t reconcile with reality,
the viewer must attribute to
his desire for the success of
his metaphor in Theodore and
Samantha’s relationship. This
relationship is considered by
the estimation of his friend,
Amy, harmlessly unconventional
and by his ex-wife, Catherine,
indicative of Theodore’s stunted
emotional maturity, and the film
remains partial to both opinions
for the purpose of trying to
understand what “real” love is.
What is most revealing
about the film is Samantha’s
admission to infidelity and the
announcement of her departure
to some vague cyberspace with
all the other operating systems.
Their exit suggests the eventual
decay of any type of OS-human
relationship, their differences so
monumental that initial success

would still eventually be eroded,
much like how Theodore and
Catherine’s relationship ended.
Samantha and Theodore’s
relationship then becomes an
indication of the inability for two
people to be together, yet still
be able to care for one another.
Theodore’s losses in love, both
in the embodied Catherine and
virtual Samantha, seem to make
the argument that the gulf
between two people is rarely
traversed. However, the tragedy
is not in two people’s inability to
make lasting connection, but in
their decision to stop trying.
The brilliance of Her is not
in its “relevant” material. Even
to create a social critique on a
contemporary culture’s dependence on the computers in their
pockets would not be to miss the
point, but rather to forget that
the film speaks to something
more fundamental. The film presents relationship as complicated,
at times insufficient, but terribly
worth pursuing. To be human is
to want to identify with another
human being, to have our
experience substantiated because
someone else is there, and our
cyber creations—sentient, aware,
or not—will have our longing
written in their code.
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Frozen: A philosophical drivel on feminism in animation
by Garrett Sisson

Frozen is the first movie I’ve seen
in a long time that gives me hope
for the next generation. Bringing
together the minds behind
Tangled and Wreck-it-Ralph, this
film was hotly anticipated as an
attempt to bring back the magic
of classic Disney princess films,
and in this, Frozen succeeds.
Frozen immediately reaches
beyond itself to enter a dialogue
with the other films of its type.
The magic presented seems to be
the same stuff found in Sleeping
Beauty and Snow White, and
Anna’s desire to find a prince is
well familiar to us. Her opening
song could be replaced with
Belle’s “Little Town” from Beauty
and the Beast. But Anna also
sings about some decidedly
un-princessy things, following
in Tangled’s tradition of depicting teenage girls realistically.
Anna uses phrases like “totally
strange,” which clash with her
time period. Between moments
of swooning, she openly admits
that she really just wants to
eat chocolate cake all the time.
The real gem from this song is:
“Don’t know if I’m elated or
gassy, but I’m somewhere in

that zone.” While I applaud the
effort to create more attainable
standards for young girls, in this
case, it didn’t really work for me.
I found myself comparing Frozen to Tangled on
other occasions as well. The
soundtrack, much like in Tangled,
is contemporary pop in order to
stay with the times. Personally,
I don’t like it as much as the
music in the classics. I think “Let
it Go” is a rip-off of Katy Perry’s
“Firework,” which Disney must
like, because it was in Iron-Man 3
as well. But pop soundtracks are,
however, the trend now, and it
may be time for everyone to just
accept it. The music isn’t actually
bad, and blends with memorable
scenes in much the same way
Disney musicals always have.
The way I see it, the last movie
before Tangled of this type was
Mulan, and Frozen is the third
movie in a loose sequence of
“new era” princess movies. It
starts with The Princess and the
Frog (which introduced the first
black Disney princess; I haven’t
seen it), continued to Tangled,
and now culminates in Frozen.
The princesses in these movies
seem to respond to common
criticisms of classic Disney musi-

cals. Though the style is similar
in many ways, Frozen succeeds
where Tangled did not. When I
saw Tangled, I thought it served
as an example of raw feminism
executed poorly. Not only did
the princess not need a man to
save her, but the prince was so
emasculated that Rapunzel spent
the majority of the movie dragging him around and exerting
her womanly power. In Frozen,
the relationship depicted is more
egalitarian, and the dialogue/
characterization is less annoying.
Both the male and female characters have redeeming qualities
and dangerous faults. They are
both capable of self-sufficiency
and much better when loved by
someone else. The movie comes
very, very close to getting the
balance right, and portraying
men, women, and gender in a
culturally realistic way.
Frozen’s lessons about true love
are near-groundbreaking for an
animated film, containing many
layers of truth that will serve as a
guide for a lot of little girls that
grow up with this movie. Rather
than stress the importance of
finding a mate to complete us,
Frozen focuses on the love that
we receive from our families.

Carefully interwoven through
the songs and dialogue are
valuable insights on the parts of
a human that can and cannot be
changed in a relationship. These
ideas culminate in an explosive
testament to the transformative
power of love, but though this
power is recognized, the nature
of love is thoroughly explored
and clearly communicated. Other
social issues are depicted as well.
Elsa’s isolation and social pressure
to keep her emotions to herself
reveal the damaging effects of
perfectionism on young women
in our society. Both Elsa and
Anna serve as role models for
being oneself in the face of social
rejection. These “lessons” do
not come across as preachy, but
rather, they are subtly embedded
in the spirit of the movie. Ultimately, this allows the movie to
speak to the inner parts of people
and stand up over time.
Frozen’s storytelling is hypnotizing. Scenes open and unfold
like they were an age old story,
while also providing a number of
twists to keep you guessing. The
movie is accessible and amusing, grounded in a gentle and
knowing humor. The characters
seem fresh, with new ideas

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.

behind them. Okay, the Snowman reminded me of Mushu, but
who doesn’t like Mushu? The
fact that they got Idina Menzel
to voice Elsa is also noteworthy.
The rest of the voice cast is pretty
impeccable in itself, but audience
members familiar with Menzel’s
work in Wicked will find a special
appreciation in her casting for
this role. Her presence alone adds
an extra level of weight to the
movie’s whole.
Is Frozen the coming of a new
age of Disney classics? Though
some disagree, I say it is. Frozen is
my new standard for the future.
Is it a perfect movie? No. But
Disney has stumbled on a creative
team that works, headed by John
Lasseter and made up of many
good writers and producers they
can draw from in future projects.
The movie successfully adapts
to modern times and criticisms
without being overbearing, and
presents new and traditional
material in an entertaining way.
Though it could never replace
our nostalgic favorites, I would
encourage you not to hold on
too tightly. Give Frozen a chance
to rekindle Disney’s spirit of childlike wonder in a new generation.
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I wish mankind was sick
by Beth Ann Fogal
I think of my surroundings
often. I hear sadness, as all do.
I hear pain, as all feel. I am curious, as all are, why it is present.
I am often brokenhearted. In
my aching, I plead for all to be
well. I plead for shalom. I plead
in His name. Then I ask for this
curse to become a sickness. I
ask that it be spread all over
mankind. If it were like a sickness, it would be curable. If it
were a sickness, the symptoms

would be apparent to all. If
we recognized it in all of us,
and I mean every single one of
us, clearly visible to everyone
calling out for help, it would
unite us. If it were an illness, we
would beg for the cure. If we
acquired the cure, we would
restore all health. If we…
But we are not the point, are
we? While we are the cursed,
we cursed ourselves, and we
cannot stop stabbing ourselves
with the same infected blade
over and over again. And while

we have what could be called
a cure, not all have it and not
all believe they have the sickness. We do not have all of the
information. We cannot cure
ourselves. We are wounded and
weary and we make ourselves
the focus…
But we are not the point,
are we? How could we be the
point if we are the ones driving
the knife? Why would we want
to be the point of this lethal
device? The pressure is unbearable. The weight of it would

crush us. So, we wish it into that
pesky sickness: inevitable, not
our fault, a happenstance. If it
were like a sickness, diagnosed
and curable, antidote given
to all, what would we have to
fear? If it were contagious but
ineffective, what would stop us
from spreading it?
Yet, we do have something
to fear. We cannot rely on
ourselves. We have something
stopping us. The reality of our
situation is not an outbreak
of sickness, but a repetition of

separation from true life that
cannot be bridged by our own
concocted tincture. We are
afraid of it, we hate it, and it
hurts. It needs to be acknowledged. It needs to be revealed.
It needs to be redeemed. So I
do not ask for a diagnosis. I ask
for revelation. I do not ask for
a cure. I ask for revolution. I no
longer ask for sickness, Lord, I
ask for You.

Paul’s words, it is clear that God
speaks directly to His children
and wants to speak to us if we
will take the time to listen.
From the time I was thirteen
years old, God has given me
“words of knowledge” for
people (some of whom I barely
knew) and I have seen broken
lives changed just by a simple
word from Him. I have felt His
literal presence and witnessed
numerous healings of people
who have had heart attacks,
hearing loss, and chronic pain.
These miraculous occurrences
should be proclaimed because
they point to a marvelous Creator

who has given us power through
the Holy Spirit (hallelujah!).
I Corinthians 14:1-2a, 5 says,
“Pursue love, and desire spiritual
gifts, but especially that you may
prophesy. For he who speaks
in a tongue does not speak to
men but to God…I wish you all
spoke with tongues, but even
more that you prophesied.”
The Lord still uses these gifts
today; therefore, we should
walk in them so that we can
receive power to do even
greater things than Christ
did. John 14:12a says, “Most
assuredly, I say to you, he who
believes in Me, the works that I

do he will do also; and greater
works than these he will do.”
Covenant could benefit
from more conversation about
spiritual gifts. I would like to see
Covenant implement a class or
two where students could be
taught about how to interpret
Scripture that deals with speaking in tongues, spiritual warfare,
and healing the sick. Additionally, I long to see God’s Holy
Spirit released over this campus,
and I pray for His peace to be
evident. II Corinthians 3:17 says,
“Where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom.” Because of
the Holy Spirit, we can walk in

freedom from the depression,
demonic activity, and sin that
many of us deal with on a daily
basis. Christ’s power is much
greater than anything we could
ever face. Let’s cry out to our
Father as a campus and not be
satisfied with just going through
the motions. We need to believe
that He is a good Daddy and
not someone who continually
is looking down on us in anger.
God has a purpose and a plan
for our lives so we should ask
Him about it and expect Him
to answer. He doesn’t withhold
good gifts from His children!

Hearing God speak
by David Fagot
Throughout almost two years at
Covenant, I have learned more
than I ever imagined about the
Bible, my faith, and God Himself. For much of the time that I
have been here, however, I have
yearned for clarification or some
form of teaching on spiritual
gifts. Paul taught the Corinthians about the gifts of the Spirit
because he clearly thought it
was essential to their Christian
walk. In I Corinthians 12:1, he
says, “Now concerning spiritual
gifts, brothers, I do not want
you to be uninformed.” From
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Selfless photographs
by Lynae Rockwell
Over Christmas Break I was in
Peru. On a particularly nice day,
my father and I decided to go
up into the mountains and take
photos. Along the way we picked
up some women and a man who
wanted a ride. As the car jostled
along the narrow mountain road
I turned to face the people in the
back seat. A Peruvian woman and
her baby sat directly behind me,
their faces chapped from days of
being exposed to too much sun. I
held up my camera, a device that
to the other passengers might
have looked intimidating with
its detachable lenses and shiny
buttons. I gestured towards the
woman sitting behind me, asking
her if I could take a photo of her.
The woman smiled uneasily and
then proceeded to hold her hands
in front of her face, saying, “No
foto, no foto!” I turned back
around in my seat, frustrated. I
just wanted a photo. I wanted
a photo of the woman in the
backseat, with her long braids
and her weathered face. I wanted
a photo that people would talk
about. I wanted a photo that I

could post on my blog and say,
“Look, I took this! Isn’t it great?”
After my first foiled attempt at
taking a photo of our Peruvian
passengers, I turned my camera
towards the baby with his tiny
straw hat. Like the other woman,
the baby warded off my camera.
The little one used his hat to hide
his face from my lens. I snapped
the photo anyways, planning to
add a caption later that would
make up for what I thought the
photo lacked. After that bumpy
trip up the mountain I began
to think about what it really
means to take a photograph of
someone.
As a missionary kid interested
in photography who grew up in
Peru, I spent a good deal of time
trying to muster up the courage
to take photos of the people
around me - the homeless lady on
the street corner who no longer
had eyes, the children who sold
candy in the main plaza, the
Quechua women high up in the
mountains. Most of the time,
I didn’t take photos of those
people at all. I lacked the courage
to walk up to someone and ask
if I could take their photo. When

I did manage to take photos of
people I was not doing so with
the right motives.
So what has been wrong with
my motives? I believe in the past
I have been very caught up in
the taking part of photography
rather than the giving. At this
point, I realize I’m not making
much sense. When I have taken
photos in the past, it has been
all about what I will gain from
them - A good blog post, a
photo of someone different
than me, a pat on the back. My
photos were not about giving
people a sense of dignity. My
photos were not about appreciating beauty in differences. When
I snapped the occasional photo
of someone on the street, I was
not thinking of what the photo
would or would not do for them.
I have met people (specifically,
my father) who takes photos
of people often for the sole
purpose of printing them out
and giving them to the subjects
of his pictures. As I have become
more aware of the errors in my
thought-process behind my
photos, I have also realized more
ways in which photography

can be about giving rather than
taking. In the following bullet
points, I’d like to present some
ways that I believe photography
can be less about taking.
1. Ask.
This may seem overly simple, but
I believe this is the most basic
part of being a selfless photographer - always (at least when
possible) ask your subject before
snapping a gazillion photos of
them. I wouldn’t want someone
to point a lens in my face
without asking. When you take
a photo of someone, you are
taking a piece of them - you’re
capturing one of their moments.
It is nice to ask first.
2. Examine.
Examine your own motives.
I have had to do this time and
time again. Why are you snapping a photo of this person? Is
it for your own personal gain,
or are you trying to glorify God
through your photos? Are you
seeking a connection with this
person or are you simply looking
for a good shot?

3. Converse.
Don’t just walk up to someone,
take their photo, then leave. Talk
to your subject! People come
from different backgrounds. Take
time to appreciate that. It’s nice to
know a little bit about the people
you are taking pictures of. When
you simply take a photo without
any interaction with your subject,
in a way you are conveying the
message that it’s all about you all you need is a quick shot and it
doesn’t matter who you’re taking
a photo of. You don’t care about
who they actually are.
4. Love.
This is the biggest bullet point. I
am still struggling with this one.
I always will. We’re called to love
everyone. Even when you are
looking at someone through a
lens, it is important to do so with
an attitude of love. Try to look
at people the way Jesus does.
Sometimes, truly looking requires
putting down the camera and
looking someone in the eye rather
than looking at them through a
viewfinder.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Lynae Rockwell lynae.rockwell@covenant.edu.
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SCOTS
BASKETBALL
SCHEDULE
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
JANUARY 24
AT MARY BALDWIN
6:00 P.M.
JANUARY 25
AT MEREDITH
2:00 P.M.
JANUARY 29
PIEDMONT AT COVENANT
5:30 P.M.
JV WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
JANUARY 27
BRYAN JV AT COVENANT
6:00 P.M.
JANUARY 28
WELCH AT COVENANT
6:00 P.M.

media.nbcbayarea.com

Football coaching carousel creates ripple effects
by Matt Guthrie
In football’s modern era,
National Football League (NFL)
and college football coaches
come and go faster than
Rihanna’s hairstyles. This year
has been no different.
In the NFL, the Lions, Bucs,
Vikings, Redskins, and Browns
all gave their head coaches the
pink slip on the Monday following the last week of the regular
season. The Houston Texans
beat everyone to the punch
by firing then-coach Gary
Kubiak after the team’s 11th
consecutive loss in Week 14.
Time is of the essence when it
comes to the coaching carousel
in the NFL; wait too long to
fire your coach, and all of
the good ones will have been
snatched up. Additionally, it is
frowned upon for coaches to
interview for vacant positions
while their current team is still
in the playoffs. The Tennessee
Titans lucked out, after waiting
a week after the season to fire
Mike Munchak, they were able
to snatch up Ken Whisenhunt
from the San Diego Chargers,

who lost to the Broncos in the
second round of the playoffs.
Whisenhunt was heavily
rumored to be in line for the
Detroit Lions job. The Lions
even had a private plane,
gassed up on the runway, ready
to pick up Whisenhunt and
fly him back to Detroit. To the
delight of fans in Nashville, the
plane never took off, and the
Lions were forced to settle for
former Indianapolis Colts coach
Jim Caldwell.
In the college ranks, 18
Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS)
schools have already found
replacements for their departed
coaches. One of the most
notable moves was Charlie
Strong’s jilting of Louisville for
the opening at Texas after the
resignation of Mack Brown,
who, in breaking the current
mold, had been at Texas for an
impressive 16 years. Just less
than a year ago, Strong signed
a contract extension to keep
him as Louisville’s lead man
through the 2020 season. Even
though Louisville included a
hefty buyout in the contract,
that didn’t stop the deep

pockets of the Texas athletic
department from signing
Strong to a deal in which they
will pay $9.375 million in 2014,
with $5 million being paid to
Strong and $4.375 being paid
to Louisville for the buyout.
Another move that has
shaken up the college football
landscape was James Franklin’s
exit from Vanderbilt to take
the Penn State job left void
by Bill O’Brien, who was hired
by the Houston Texans. In the
wild world of college football,
the ability to recruit trumps
all other abilities. These days,
many high school players
commit to a coach rather than
a school. It is clear to see how
this has played out following
Franklin’s move to Penn State.
On the morning before his
departure, Vanderbilt had 20
commitments with their class
ranked in the top 25 in the
country. Franklin immediately
raided the Vanderbilt class
upon his job acceptance at
Penn State, offering at least
eight players the opportunity
to follow him to Penn State.
Franklin, who once called

Vanderbilt his “dream job,”
was simply doing what all
coaches in his position would
do: everything he could to
progress his own career. The
lack of loyalty goes both ways.
While coaches eagerly peruse
advancement opportunities,
they can also be let go on a
whim if they don’t perform up
to their employer’s expectation.
So much fluidity in head
coaching positions can create a
sticky situation when mothers
of recruits ask a coach the
question, “How can I know
that you’ll be there for my son
for his whole college career?”
As we saw with Charlie Strong,
the integrity of a coach’s contract is nil, as coaches can come
and go as they please. Studentathletes, on the other hand,
are forced by the NCAA to sit
out for a year if they decide
to transfer to another school.
Loyalty, it seems, is no longer
a part of football’s vocabulary,
and as coaches continue to bolt
for big money and promotions,
it is the players that are left to
pick up the pieces.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Grace Hooper at grace.hooper@covenant.edu.

MEN’S BASKETBALL
JANUARY 25
MARYVILLE AT COVENANT
4:00 P.M.
JANUARY 29
PIEDMONT AT COVENANT
7:30 P.M.
JV MEN’S BASKETBALL
JANUARY 27
AT GEORGIA NORTHWESTERN
TECHNICAL
6:00 P.M.
JANUARY 30
OXFORD COLLEGE OF EMORY AT
COVENANT
7:00 P.M.

