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Alum
starts Solo
Viva

King to teach
in spring 2014
by Sarah Boone

children, primarily focusing on
those who live in what they
described as “the rougher parts
of town.”
Loud won the third annual
LAUNCH competition and will
not only receive money towards
their business, but also the
mentorship needed to help
them achieve success.
Gina Soltau, the program
director at LAUNCH, said, “Sunday night was a huge success
for all the participants. It was
amazing to see the transformation of the kids throughout the
semester and see them blossom
into potential business owners.”

The Biblical and Theological
Studies Department will host
both a new professor and new
class in the spring semester.
Jonathan King, a doctoral
student from Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School in Illinois will
be joining Covenant’s faculty
for a semester because of the
absence of professors Drs. Kelly
Kapic and Scott Jones. King will
be teaching a Special Topics class
entitled, “Theology of Beauty.”
“In the Theology of Beauty
class, I hope to help students
gain a better grasp of how we
might understand what beauty
is in the plain natural sense, but
then move to presenting how
we might understand beauty
in terms of our doctrine of God
and the Bible’s overall story of
creation, fall, redemption, and
consummation,” said King.
According to King, the plan
for the course is to first “look
at some of the key theologians
throughout Church history that
have made important contributions to the area of theological
aesthetics.”
Second, the class will
“consider how a theological

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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by Garrison Dale
Covenant graduate and Chattanooga resident Leo Saballos
recently opened a new fashion
retail store called Solo Viva.
With his new company,
Saballos hopes to set the
standard for fair trade in Chattanooga’s fashion retail industry,
promote local designers, and
partner with nonprofits all over
the world.
Currently, Saballos is selling
the Viva Xairo handbag collection, and plans to expand Solo
Viva into other types of fashion
merchandise in the future.
According to Solo Viva’s
website, the Xairo Collection
was designed by Covenant
graduate Katie Jo Ramsey as an
“expression of the triumph of
joy over pain.”
“This collection took shape
during a particularly difficult
season of my life dealing with
the effects of an autoimmune
disease,” wrote Ramsey on the
website. “During those months
designing became a personal
space of choosing to rejoice and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Loud wins LAUNCH competition
by Kendi Anderson
Applause echoed throughout
UTC’s University Center Auditorium after each group of high
school students pitched their
business ideas to a panel of
judges and a room full of eager
Chattanoogans on Sunday
night.
Eighteen different groups of
high school students coming
from The Howard School, Tyner,
and Brainerd presented their
business plans that they had
been developing all semester.
The ideas ranged from customized backpacks, organic juice, a
dog collar with a GPS tracking

device, school newspapers, and
a mobile art classroom.
LAUNCH, a Chattanooga
entrepreneurial empowerment
group sponsored the event and
has been working in each of
these schools all semester helping the students prepare for this
competitive pitch that contained
a prize of $10,000 towards the
winning business.
Demetric Bush and Ashunti
Garner attend Tyner High School
and have been working all
semester on developing their
business, Loud. Loud plans to
use a van to travel to different
sites throughout Chattanooga
and teach art classes to different
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Makework Grants awarded to artists
by Mary Grace Stocker
MakeWork is ending their final
year with a bang. The program,
which is funded by the Lyndhurst
Foundation to give grants to individual artists and spur economic
development, announced six
recipients for the grants totaling
$150,000 last week.
Founded in 2008, MakeWork
ends this year after giving out
over $1 million in grants to
101 artists. The program was
originally a branch of CreateHere,
a five-year initiative that relocated
artists to Chattanooga with a
$15,000 forgivable mortgage
incentive.
“One of the goals of Create-

King teaches in Spring
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

understanding of beauty relates
to our Christian identity both in
this life and in the life to come.”
The Special Topics class will
be grounded in King’s doctoral
studies. Under Dr. Kevin VanHoozer, King is currently working on a dissertation entitled,
“With Unveiled Beauty: An
Exploration of the Christological
Contours of a Theology of
Beauty.”
“During my studies at
seminary I became curious if and
how the classical triad of what
are called the transcendentals
—truth, goodness, and beauty
— might apply to the doctrines
and ethics of the Christian faith I
was being taught,” said King.
He observes that all humans
have an aesthetic sense and

Here and MakeWork was to jump
start a creative community in the
southside and other neighborhoods,” said Ellen Hays, co-chair
of the MakeWork advisory
council, to the Times Free Press.
“And it has been an overwhelming success. I think when people
walk through the southside
and see the art projects — all
over town you see the work of
MakeWork artists.”
While in past years the
MakeWork grants were capped
at $10,000 or $15,000 per
artist and given to as many as
15 individuals, this year only six
$25,000 grants were awarded —
and the winners had to be past
MakeWork grant recipients.

This year’s artists were chosen
based on how their projects
would promote long-term social
benefit.
“We believe that in Chattanooga, the arts are for everyone,”
according to the MakeWork
website. “So we are once again
asking our MakeWork artists to
demonstrate how art can have a
powerful impact on life in our city
by creating distinctively local art
projects that are directly tied to
social good.”
In a release from MakeWork
to Nooga, Hays said, “In MakeWork’s final funding cycle, the
advisory council decided to ask
former grantees to create projects
that would make a difference for

appreciation for beauty, yet
“we hardly know how to define
beauty even in the plain natural
sense, and...we’re simply not
sure where and how it’s supposed to fit in our theology.”
During his graduate studies,
King became friends with Dr.
Hans Madueme, who was also
studying at Trinity.
King joked, “Even if Hans
won’t admit it, I think it’s
provable that I would already be
finished with my own dissertation were it not for the fact that
I spent so much time talking to
him about his.”
Madueme was one of the
catalysts for having King teach
at Covenant.
“He’s a good friend,” said
Madueme, “He’s gregariously
passionate...He’s not an ivory
tower theologian; he cares
about helping people make

connections.”
Theology scholarship is a sort
of third career for King, having
worked for many years in design
engineering and later in technology marketing.
“It came to the point where
I felt truly called by the Lord to
retire from these careers and
become a student at Westminster Seminary of California. The
Lord granted me that opportunity in 2004 and I started at
WSC that year,” said King.
King grew up in the suburbs
near Philadelphia, PA, but
spent most of his adult life in
San Diego, CA. He holds a B.S.
in Electrical Engineering from
Drexel University and an M.A.
in Theology from Westminster
Seminary of California.
In the spring, Professor King
will also teach three sections of
Doctrine II at Covenant.

our city and serve people who
would not have traditional access
to art. MakeWork’s grantees and
their community partners are
poised to do this work.”
The following are the 2013
MakeWork grantees and projects:
- Sybil Baker, Literary Art, White
Elephant: Platforms for Progressive Vision in Action
- Kevin Bate, Public Art, the
McCallie Walls Project: A DriveThru Gallery
- Christie Burns, Music, World
Music Weekends: A Cultural
Dialogue and Celebration
- Rondell Crier, Art Education, Urban Heroes: Youth Arts
Initiative
- Jody Mogul, Film, Field Play:

Environmental Art Program
- Greg Pond, New Media, Progress and Pride in Chattanooga: A
Look into Patten Towers
MakeWork grant recipients
have been a vibrant strength to
the Chattanooga community and
have included chocolate makers,
portrait artists, musicians, cutting
edge graphic designers, writers
and performing artists. This
year’s grantees are yet another
investment in art and culture that
will drive vibrancy and diversity in
the city.
“The idea was to go out with
a bang,” Hays said to the Times
Free Press. “I’m really excited
about these six artists. I think they
can really make a difference.

Photos-public-domain.com

“I’m delighted things worked
out the way they did,” said
King. “I’m looking forward to
being a part of the community
there next semester and getting
to know many of the students. I

couldn’t wish for a better way to
roll into the new year. All thanks
be to God for his goodness and
mercy toward us.”

Faculty Quote of the Week
“We will find you a husband, and you will make babies.”
-Dr. Bill Davis in CHOW I
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The Verdict
Yes…to
Mistletoe
Mingle
No...to
Mistletoe
Single
Solo Viva
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

THE BAGPIPE
Rebekah Taft
Editor in Chief
Grant Thomas
Layout
Bethany Daniels
Managing Editor
Christina Schuman

Photo

Ellen Davis

Copy

Mary Grace Stocker

News

to celebrate beauty in spite of
and in the midst of profound
illness and pain.”
Saballos and Ramsey’s
collection is manufactured by
Zona Franca Masili, a fair trade,
female owned sewing coop in
Nicaragua.
“I learned about Zona Franca
Masili while I was researching
online for fair trade companies
located in my home country,”
said Saballos “I appreciated their
story -- how they built a company from scratch and how it is

LAUNCH competition
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Each school had a facilitator
employed through LAUNCH
and several interns that worked
with the students twice a week
throughout the semester. They
taught the students about entrepreneurship and helped each
group develop their own unique
business plan.
Winston Clay is a senior at
The Howard School and this
was his second year being
involved in LAUNCH. He sees
the program as “a way to make
a change in the lives of high
school students.”
Recent Covenant alumnus and
Community Development major
Robbie Brown, who is involved

Prweb.com

currently owned by its workers.”
Saballos visited Zona Franca
Masili’s facilities last March
where he witnessed the joy
and dedication with which the
women approached their work.
He took the idea for Ramsey’s
collection to the women, and
Zona Franca Misili agreed to
manufacture the collection. For
Saballos, the women who act
as shareholders and workers in
the coop “are able to define for
themselves what it means to live
well.”
Xairo bags like the Carol, the
Heidi, and the Talia are named
after the Nicaraguan women

who handcrafted them.
Saballos is not only interested
in supporting fair trade, but
also the women of Zona Franca
Masili and their Nicaraguan
communities. He intends to
affect change in the local Chattanooga community, too.
Some of the proceeds from
Solo Viva’s sales go to LifeSpring
Community Health, a local
nonprofit that provides health
education, medical services, and
community advocacy in urban
Chattanooga.
Life Spring began as a ministry
of New City Fellowship in 2006
as a response to the lack of

pediatric care noticed by local
teachers. In 2010, Life Spring
developed into its own nonprofit organization.
“I wanted to create a company that would fund projects
for the community and utilize
existing talents,” said Saballos.
“I hope Chattanooga will
become more of a fashion hub,
but my vision is also that Solo
Viva will become a worldwide
brand. We want people to
become involved with nonprofits all over the world.”

in LAUNCH, said, “Since graduating in May I’ve been looking
for ways to be involved in my
immediate community. I’ve also
had an interest in education and
teaching.”
When approached about
working for LAUNCH as a classroom facilitator he was eager to
take the job as he saw it as an
opportunity to be involved in his
city and use some of his gifts.
“I really enjoyed getting to
spend time with the kids at
Howard each week,” he said.
“It was incredible to see the
progress each and every one of
them made from the first time
they stood in front of the class
to present their idea, to the
actual presentation at the end
of the semester. It was phenom-

enal progress!”
“LAUNCH is the opportunity
that I need,” said Chris James,
a senior at The Howard School.
“There are people who believes
in me and are helping me
accomplish my dream.”
Though James did not win
the competition, he still sees
the experience as well worth
his time and plans to continue
on with his idea of owning a
food truck. He plans to run a
food truck that sells soul food
in downtown Chattanooga. He
will call the business “2 Squirts,”
since ketchup and mustard are
the two things that you put on a
hot dog.
“We look forward to working
with the students next semester
as they continue to prepare to

launch their businesses,” said
Soltau.
LAUNCH is able to give the
winners a huge boost towards
starting their business and they
also offer each of the other
groups’ exposure to Chattanooga business leaders and
entrepreneurs who are eager to
invest in their ideas.
LAUNCH is committed to
helping each of the businesses
that were pitched find the
funding and the mentorship
needed to be successful. As
Sunday night’s applause
demonstrated, those working at
LAUNCH do not stand alone, for
Chattanooga is a city eager to
welcome young entrepreneurs
into its startup community.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Mary Grace Stocker at marygrace.stocker@covenant.edu.
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Response to Nothing was the Same
by Calvin Cummings
“I gotta be honest — I didn’t
listen to the whole thing,”
explains Ezra Koenig, lead singer
of Vampire Weekend in his
review of Drake’s junior effort,
Nothing Was the Same, on The
Talk House (a journalistic blog
where ‘musicians talk music’). He
continues, “I have heard SOME
of it. I heard that one called
‘Worst Behaviour,’ the ‘motherfckers never loved us’ one – it
really struck a chord. There are
SO many motherf-ckers out
there.” Koenig’s rather campy
review, in which he ultimately
departs completely from discussing the album to talking about
his most-likely fictitious struggles
in the music industry with a
Danish musician named Hans, is
as much criticism as it is humor.
It would seem that Koenig sees
Drake’s most salient moments
of self-awareness are as anemic
as Koenig’s frustration over
insignificant slights by no-name
musicians like the imaginary
Hans (read his article, it’s funny).
About four weeks ago, an
article was written in The
Bagpipe that took a very similar

position, though lacking in
the satire present in Koenig’s
wantonly flippant article.
The self-serious tone of the
student’s article didn’t seem
to match the object of the
criticism. Let’s get real, Drake
isn’t trying to be introspective,
nor is he some sort of critic
of contemporary rap-culture
ethics. Why would he be? He’s
got ‘everything,’ or at least
claims to on “All Me.”
Drake explains, “I don’t
even know how much I really
made, I forgot, it’s a lot/ F-ck
that, never mind what I got,
n-gga don’t watch that cause
I/ Came up, that’s all me, stay
true, that’s all me/ No help,
that’s all me, all me for real.” I
mean, for real. Other than this
suggestion that he has terrible
personal finance, the idea that
Drake should be held to a
standard of ivory-tower intellectualism doesn’t make sense.
That’s not to say he’s stupid,
or doesn’t have something
important to say. He captures
a cultural moment. The author
of the first review of Drake’s
album for The Bagpipe didn’t
seem to see this as enough

of a critique of the work. The
previous article cited Yeezus
and Magna Carta Holy Grail as
other “exemplars of the efforts
of self-proclaimed ‘gods’
whose words fall flat.” But
maybe they aren’t. This stuff
isn’t supposed to be critiqued
by a culturally-determined
definition of ‘thoughtful’
coming from the standards of
an upper-middle class student
at a private, liberal arts college.
It is near colonial to enter into
this conversation. These men
live lives that are not in direct
opposition to the ones the
previous author and I live here
at Covenant, but are nearly
completely different. Yes, as
Christians we know the point
from which all things are
measured, and we have an
authority in our Scripture, but
is there not something to be
said for elitism in our (seemingly Pitchfork-inspired) criticism? Ok, maybe some of you
‘never agree with Pitchfork,’
think they are ‘music snobs,’
but you do read them, and you
are intrinsically influenced by
them. I know that I am.
At any rate, Nothing Was

the Same needs a different
set of criteria from which to
be criticized than the typical
seminal works of indie--like
Sufjan Stevens’ Age of Adz or
Bon Iver’s For Emma, Forever
Ago--that seem to get the
most public attention and
praise. However, something to
understand for those that see
the juxtaposition of Drake with
these two works as a respective
comparison of low and high
art, consider some facts about
these two artists’ discography.
Justin Vernon has been featured on five of Kanye West’s
biggest tracks over his past two
albums (“Monster” and “Lost
in the World” on My Beautiful
Dark Twisted Fantasy and “I
Am a God,”“Hold My Liquor”,
and “I’m In It” on Yeezus) and
Vernon relentlessly defends
the controversial rap icon
in interviews with the most
obnoxious of radio talk-show
hosts (look up Q with Jian Ghomeshi on YouTube--it’s painful).
Sufjan has worked with the
likes of Buck 65, Serengeti,
Nicky Da B, and Heems (of Das
Racist) all on tracks that are
a severe departure from his

Bighostlimited.com

typical ethereal, mystic folk,
electronica, and contemporary
classical work. To reign this all
in, one must recognize that
most artists seem to see the
differentiation of musical genre
as a semantic argument of
apples and oranges.
Anyway, back to Nothing
Was the Same. It’s not a bad
album. And the first article
reads as if the author is in
the same boat as Koenig
in that he probably didn’t
listen to the whole thing
(pretty perceptive, right?
It’s all linguistic, I promise).
Admittedly, the album is
dirty, even cringe-worthy at
times (not nearly as much as
Yeezus, but still--yikes). The
problem is not in applying
authority enough to say, “Hey
Drake, that’s bad behavior,”
but in saying, “Hey Drake,
that’s bad art.” The problem
is a misappropriation of
‘academic’ discourse by the
author of the previous article
to a piece of work that is a
product of a very different
conversation than that the
author projects onto it.
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The World of
Encounter or South
America; Arabica;
Rich; Dark Chocolate
by James Myers
Do you hear the coffee? It pops
as it burns – charred, black as
the night, painting paper and
wood with rings and spots that
mark, indelibly.
The blackness reflects as well
— a face tired-eyed and sleepy;
one that is becoming awakened
to another late morning.

Sciencefiction.com

Catching Fire Review
by Catherine Landers
At the premiere, The Hunger
Games: Catching Fire, I entered
the movie theater with some
friends. We were completely
decked out like true fans,
wearing homemade “Capitol
people” costumes. Surprisingly,
we were the only ones dressed
up (I guess Walmart was out of
their fan-wear paraphernalia).
Nevertheless, I did not let this
slightly embarrassing experience
take away from the movie.
Having previously read the
book by Suzanne Collins, the
movie Catching Fire certainly
did not disappoint. It was filled
to the brim with suspense,
action, humor, and of course,
romance. It was received
well by its audience, with an
estimated $158,074,286 at
the box office on premiere
weekend, a new precedent
for November movie releases.
This sequel was bigger and

better than its prequel, The
Hunger Games. New characters
were added and a huge twist
made for additional suspense.
I was somewhat skeptical that
the movie would not be able
to cover the vast amount of
details that the book included.
However, Catching Fire satisfied my expectations and was
relatively thorough with a
runtime of 146 minutes. My
only concern was that many of
the characters in this film were
underdeveloped for a viewer
who had not previously read
the book. Yet the visual effects
were exceptionally intriguing,
and the world of Panem came
to life in this sequel as it had
not been explored in the first
movie.
The plot centers around
Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer Lawrence) and her fellow Hunger
Games victor, Peeta Mellark
(Josh Hutcherson) as they tour
the 12 districts of the post-

revolutionary country of Panem.
This victory tour was supposed
to be perfectly scripted at
the request of the country’s
ruler/dictator, President Snow
(Donald Sutherland), however
Katniss and Peeta stir passion
in the hearts of the people and
spark the fire of a revolution.
President Snow then does what
he can to remove this threat to
his power. To add to the problems, Katniss has to decide to
whom her heart belongs: Peeta
or her long time friend, Gale
Hawthorne (Liam Hemsworth.)
The country thinks that Peeta
and Katniss are in love, but
behind the scenes Katniss and
Gale share a kiss. This is not
your typical love story though,
for it had the same amount of
violence and drama as the first
Hunger Games.
The movie was able to
explore the themes of the book
as well. Admirable qualities
such as family, devotion, trust,

compassion, commitment,
teamwork, and most clearly
sacrifice were evident throughout the film. Jennifer Lawrence
(or J-Law as her fans like to
call her) is arguably one of the
most talented actresses of our
generation. She acts in a way
that reflects many character
qualities in one character so
believably that any viewer can
identify with her, no matter
what part she plays in a movie.
It is no wonder that she was
cast as Katniss; she can easily
make her audience adore her.
Catching Fire is an improvement from the first film in
almost every way, yet it does
not leave the viewer completely
satisfied. It ends with a
remarkable twist and a massive
cliffhanger. This begs us to
wonder what the next movie
will hold, and if it has the
potential to top Catching Fire.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.

But it isn’t just a passive
object to see, for philosophers
to ‘perceive’ and judge its
phenomenal characteristics. It
speaks too — a small noise,
subtle, boring, insignificant — a
blackness that moves and acts,
sending sub atomic messages
to sub atomic human receptors
that spring that fatigued (and
often corpulent) mass of sub
atomic particles into action.
What kind of message is
carried? Why was the command
given? Where did the information
come from?
Ah, there’s the responsive
questioning — there’s the life,
the wakeful brain thats been
vivified (yes, VIVIFIED) into
feeling and thinking.
But now the blackness is
gone. Its legacy is seen by little
bits of black earth — earth? No,
ground. The grounds swim in
what is left — but what is left
no longer moves, it no longer
reflects, it no longer pops and
its story is washed out with a
simple turn of a knob.
Not enough time, not enough
words! Is that your excuse?
Stop, and hear it speak while
it pops.
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Becoming your parents
by Chandler Shepherd
As the events of the weekend
after Thanksgiving unfolded,
I sat around with my family
watching football, eating
leftovers, and contemplating
where to put the Christmas tree.
Then it hit me: I am becoming
my parents.
Don’t get me wrong, my
parents are cool. I’ve grown up
respecting them and wanting to
be like them in some aspects.
However, there are little things
that my parents do that I laugh
at and have promised I would
never do if I had a family. Every
family has these little things—
dumb rules or ridiculous traditions. My family is no different.
We have a tradition of taking

a crazy Christmas card picture
and mailing it out to seemingly
everyone we have ever talked to.
Regardless of this and what
could be an extensive list of
things I promised not to do, I
told my sister the exact words
my mammaw used to say to
my mom and my mom says
to me. She walked out of the
house and left the door open,
so I said “Close the door! Were
you born in a barn?” My sister
and I immediately smiled at each
other, secretly praising the Lord
my mom did not hear me. A
piece of me shriveled up inside
and admitted that as much as I
did not want to, I was becoming
like my parents.
Not only did my parents
raise me and teach me how

to talk and do everything else,
they taught me how to be like
them. I have the same coaching
philosophy as my dad and the
same sense of humor as him,
as goofy and nonsensical as it
may be. I often quote my mom’s
rules about not wearing white or
seersucker after Labor Day and
before Easter. As psychotic as I
thought dribbling a basketball
while reading so I would not
look at the ball was, or as idiotic
I thought the “I brought you
into this world and I’ll take you
right out!” statement sounded,
I am thankful for the impact my
parents have had on my life.
Although it is not always pleasant to hear my mother’s voice
echoing through my brain as I try
to remember how much sugar to

put in the tea or how frustrated
I get when I picture my dad’s
reaction to a bad play I made on
the ball field, I have been blessed
with parents who have taught
me practical knowledge about
the world while being rooted in
Christ.
When I freaked out about
growing up and becoming just
like my parents, I realized that
being like them isn’t such a bad
thing after all. We are called to
be like our heavenly Father, and
I think it is important to look up
to those who exemplify Christ in
our everyday lives. My parents
do this well, often sharing their
relationship with Jesus with the
people around them. Although I
do not want to say silly etiquette
rules or respond to a conversa-

tion in some strange movie
character’s voice, I would love to
grow up and be like my parents.
They told me and showed me
what it meant to be loved by
Jesus, and placed me in a body
of believers that did likewise.
They helped me realize that my
true identity is in Christ alone
and nothing can or will change
that.
We all have to grow up at
some point, and growing up into
something like our parents might
actually be a blessing.

The Dangers of Prison Privatization
by Stephen McKerihan
For all of the complaining that
people do about big government and big spending, almost
no one disagrees with the fact
that the government needs to
be involved in the justice system.
However, there has been a shift
in the last decade towards the
privatization of prisons across
the nation that house people
incarcerated by the justice
system. This growth of a new
industry is a direct result of the
heavy burden that governmentrun prisons were put under due
to an influx of prisoners. The
problem that so many people
have with this new structure is
the inherent incorporation of
a profit incentive into a system
that should have only one objective—the fair treatment of U.S.
citizens and those prosecuted.
Although private prisons are
not the causation for all injustice
that occurs in America, they
are certainly a danger to the
constitutional rights of citizens.
The moment a private business
is given control of anything,

their immediate tendency is to
move towards maximization of
profits and efficiency. When this
is brought into an institution
that has such a say in the lives
of other people, you run into a
moral dilemma. Is your priority
as the owner of a business the
protection of others or yourself?
With the government in charge,
this concern is alleviated as its
sole objective is to maintain
constitutionality. What we can
see in private prisons is the
potential to “cut corners.”
A dangerous outcome of this
privatization is the effect it has
on the prosecution process.
Most private prisons have a
quota of beds that the state
must fill, the number generally
being around 80%. If they do
not meet that quota, the State
is still required to pay for them
regardless which is a waste of
taxpayers dollars that politicians
don’t want on their record. This
requirement merely perpetuates
an already flawed legal system,
and makes policies that should
be diminished, intensified in
order to fuel the private prison

systems that have been established.
The United States of America,
the land of the free, has more
incarcerated citizens than any
other nation in the world,
including the oppressive nations
of North Korea, China, or Great
Britain. With only 5% of the
world’s population, our prisons
hold nearly 23% of the worlds
inmates. The conclusion can
be drawn that either we have
the most immoral citizenry
on the earth, or our criminal
justice system has some serious
flaws that should be addressed.
Admittedly, the United States
does have a high rate of violent
crimes in comparison to other
nations, but this cannot account
for the high levels of imprisonment that we are seeing, and
the more pressing issue is
certainly the abusive laws and
courts themselves.
Criminal courts are bombarded by cases of everything
from tax evasion to possession
of drugs on a daily basis. Its not
necessarily bad that these are
illegal activities, but the extent

Amazonaws.com

to which our courts pursue the
punishment of either an unreasonable bail or excessive jail time
is certainly unfair treatment of
the population. It’s a system that

perpetuates itself, and with so
little room for compassion in
our laws, turning it over to the
private sector makes sense...for
the few that it will benefit.
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Uncovering the myths of reading Shakespeare
by Adrienne Seigenthaler
You should read Shakespeare.
No matter who you are. I
became inspired to write this
article when I was watching a
scene from Kenneth Branagh’s
adaptation of Hamlet on
Youtube. The comments section
was full of well-mannered
debate over Branagh’s artistic
decisions but for one cute
little exception. The commenter said, “Lmao people
are actually ‘fighting’ at each
other about art acting and
shakespeare. Hahahahahahah
‘dummies’ grow up.” Words
in quotation I have exchanged
for more family-friendly versions. Now, I don’t think that
in this academic context many
people share this commenter’s
view. Acknowledgement of
Shakespeare’s importance is
fairly widespread. I do know,
however, that most people out
there think that Shakespeare
just isn’t “for them.” That is
simply untrue. In this article
I aim to debunk some common Shakespeare myths and

convince you that the Bard is
indeed worth your sweet time.
Myths:
Shakespeare is boring. I’m not
going to get mad if you think
this. Most people who love
Shakespeare hated Shakespeare
at first. It’s not easy to get used
to the language, but what’s
hiding beneath that 16th
century language is anything
but boring. How boring are
these words: teenage romance,
revenge, insanity, flirting,
double suicide, dirty jokes,
death by drowning, death by
stabbing, death by stabbing
while hiding behind a curtain,
three witches who share one
eyeball, Scottish warlords,
swords dipped in poison, a
dead father’s ghost. How did
those words make you feel? I
felt a little uncomfortable writing some of them. The point
is that Shakespeare is many
things, but he’s not boring.
You’re really going to have to
stop saying he’s boring.
Shakespeare is too hard. You

have somewhat of a valid point.
Shakespeare is not as easy as,
say, watching Glee, but Shakespeare is about a million times
more valuable than watching
Glee. Can whoever watches
Glee please stop watching
Glee? Anyway, Shakespeare will
take some work to understand,
but it’s probably not as difficult
as you think. You just can’t run
for the hills at the first “thee”
or “thou.” Be bold and take a
quick survey. Ask yourself: Do
I like to read? Depending on
your answer, read the corresponding bullet point below:
Yes. 1. Choose a play that has
a premise that interests you. 2.
Read it. Yes, it will take a few
pages to get into the rhythm of
the language, but with patience
and some good footnotes you
will find your way. 3. Don’t feel
like you have to comprehend
all of it. Try to just follow the
general plot, keep the characters straight, and underline
some of the phrases you really
love. 4. Watch a film adaptation
of it. Once you have read the

play, the film will be much more
entertaining, and watching the
film version will help fill in some
of the gaps you missed while
reading. 5. Fall in love, or at
least pat yourself on the back
for trying.
No. Try watching a film adaptation. There are some excellent
ones out there. Baz Luhrmann’s
Romeo + Juliet is a great
one to start out with. It’s got
the feel of a late-1990s teen
romance movie but it’s true to
the original text. Even better,
go see a play. Seeing a comedy
is a great way to go, as the
actors can help translate a lot
of the humor that can be lost in
reading.
Shakespeare is a waste of time
because I’m not an English
major. Shakespeare is an
integral component of the
history of western thought and
the English literary tradition. To
be a true student of the liberal
arts, you must know him. He
invented words you use every
day, and set the standard for

stories as we know them. To
interpret English literature, all
you really need is a knowledge
of the Bible and a knowledge
of Shakespeare. Finally, the
simple fact is that if you look
directly into someone’s eyes
and quote Shakespeare, that
person will fall in love with you.
I avoid quoting Sonnet 116
because I know I would have a
boyfriend instantly. That would
be such a pain.
You should, even just once in
your life, explore the literature
of Shakespeare. I won’t tell
you what to think about what
you discover. There are different views on his universality,
and his true brilliance is hotly
contested. The fact is, though,
that the lasting power of his
work shows that it’s something
special. Shakespeare is not for
the faint of heart. You can’t
immerse yourself in his work
and come out unchanged.
So read Shakespeare. It’s
beautiful, it’s important, and,
well, there’s kissing.
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Playoff system may alter rivalries
by Chandler Shepherd
This season has been an exciting
one for college football fans.
With what has seemed like an
upset or wild play almost every
week, insanity has dominated
the Bowl Championship Series
(BCS). For some fans, a team
could lose all of their games as
long as they beat their rivals,
and it would be considered a
successful season. Rivalry week,
especially in college football,
is one of the most riveting
weeks of the year: bragging
rights, championships, and
ties with family and friends are
on the line. Although people
thoroughly enjoy these fierce
rivalries, the playoff system
could change some of the
games drastically.
With the BCS era ending and
a playoff system beginning,
effective 2014, rival games will
not be as competitive. Teams
that are rivals because they
are in the same state rather
than the same conference will
not be affected. Matchups
like Florida vs. Florida State or
South Carolina vs. Clemson will
continue to exist. However, the
teams who have archenemies

in the same division of a conference will not have stakes as high
as they do now.
Teams like Duke and North
Carolina are both in the ACC
Coastal Division. “The Egg
Bowl” with Mississippi and Mississippi State, the Arkansas and
LSU “golden boot,” and “The
Iron Bowl” between Auburn
and Alabama are all played by
teams in the SEC’s West division.
Not only are bragging rights
on the line, but the bid to a
conference championship game
could potentially come down to
that rival game.
Games where both teams are
in a competitive are much more
fun to watch and be involved in.
Yes, Georgia and Georgia Tech
have a great rivalry, but their
postseason hopes do not come
down to the outcome of that
game. Week 14 is exhilarating
because teams are forced to win
to become division champions
and play for a championship.
When the playoff system begins,
these games will not have the
effect that they do now. If two
rival teams play each other and
afterwards are both ranked in
the top four, both teams will
reach the playoffs.
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Although rivalries are great,
the BCS system allows for them
to occur usually just once a year.
When the playoff system begins,
these rival teams could potentially meet again in a playoff
game. Not that these rematches
would not be entertaining and
fun to watch a second time in

a season, but the rivalry game
would become a little more
meaningless especially if both
teams were ranked well going
into rivalry week.
Although less will be riding on
the rivalry’s outcome, it is doubtful that these games would
become meaningless. The smack

talk, Twitter wars, and family
feuds will continue whether the
teams meet in a playoff game
or in someone’s backyard. The
rivalries will still be competitive,
but a small aspect of a longstanding tradition will perhaps
be lost.

ship and reverence, and he takes
care of the rest.

other team, was like, “They’re
wasted!....well not as in drunk...
you know what I mean.” She
always has really great quotes
during huddles, but that one
especially made us laugh.

Scots Spotlight: Jessie Blankenship
by Grace Hooper
Name: Jessika Blankenship
Year: 5th year senior
Hometown: Lexington, SC
Sport: Basketball
Position: Post
Major: Business and Art, double
major
How long have you played
basketball?
I started playing when I was five,
so as long as I can remember.
What/who got you to start
playing basketball?
My older brother played, so
I just tagged along. Plus I’ve
always been tall so it seemed

like a good option.
What’s your favorite tradition of the Scots’ basketball
team?
Every year at the beginning
of the season the team gets
together to watch Coach
Carter and have a party to
welcome the freshmen. The
upperclassmen share some
words of wisdom or verses that
are meaningful to them and we
pray over the season and the
team. It’s a great way to start off
the year.
What do you do to get
pumped up for games?
Usually just hanging out with

my teammates gets me excited.
Basketball is a team sport, so
once everyone around you is
excited for the game you can’t
help but be pumped.
What’s your favorite Bible
verse and why?
Hebrews 12:28-29: “Therefore
let us be grateful for receiving
a kingdom that cannot be
shaken, and thus let us offer to
God acceptable worship, with
reverence and awe, for our
God is a consuming fire.” It’s
always good to be reminded of
the unshakable nature of God
and to be reassured that he has
everything under control. Our
only job is to live lives of wor-

What is something about
you that most people don’t
know?
I taught myself how to juggle.
Who do you look up to most
and why?
Probably my dad. He’s the
hardest worker I know and just
really wise.
What’s been the funniest
moment on the women’s
basketball team?
One time in a huddle in the
middle of a really exciting game
Coach Harris, in reference to the
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