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Senior art
show

Tech Club
purchases
3D printer

by L. Davis & R. Taft

The map contains five categories with subcategories that all
serve the central challenge, to
“strengthen the total Covenant
experience and increase its
availability and sustainability.”
“It was reassuring at the
meetings to see that the
opinions of the student body
are highly valued by faculty
and staff,” said senior Andrew
Christenberry, one of the
Committee’s four student
representatives. “Even though
we’re young, we had an equal
voice among all Covenant’s
constituencies and it was an
honor to be able to be a part of

Beginning this week, the gallery
in the Kresge Memorial Library
will hold a display of works that
senior art majors created over
their time at Covenant. The
exhibition will run from Dec. 4
to Dec.18.
Until Now highlights work
that was done in the classroom,
where students incorporated
the ideas and instructions of
their professors in the creative
process.
“We focused on differentiation of style rather than quality
of work,” said senior art major
Grant Thomas about the selection process.
Assistant Professor of Art
Elissa Weichbrodt, who has
curatorial experience, helped
students pick works based on
this criteria.
“It’s interesting to look at
which pieces students chose to
display,” said senior art major
Nicole Freeman about the show.
“They could only two to three
of works of art out of everything
they have made.”
An opening celebration was
held for the exhibit on Dec. 4.
“We wanted to celebrate the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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by Nick Gilbert
A new technology is poised
to revolutionize the world: 3D
printing. An imagined object can
now become real, tangible and
usable, thanks to this developing field. The Covenant College
Technology Club has finished
setting up its latest piece of
equipment, a Solidoodle 3D
printer.
“The club is incredibly
thankful to the Student Senate
for approving its request for
funding,” said Club President
John Holland.
Now that the printer is
purchased, set up, and ready
to go, the Technology Club
wants to open it up to the entire
student body to use.
3D printing is the process of
creating a three-dimensional,
solid object based on a digital
model being sent to the printer,
much like a research paper is
sent to a typical paper printer.
The Solidoodle printer builds
the model out of plastic filament
using the additive process. The
plastic is fed into an extruder
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Strategic planning moves forward
by E. Davis & B. Daniels
A Strategic Planning Committee,
which includes faculty, staff,
board members, and four
student representatives, was
formed in recent months to
write, revise, and establish an
upcoming three-year plan for
Covenant College.
The College’s last strategic
plan ended in 2012, so President
Halvorson and the Committee
are in the beginning stages of
forming a new plan. The process
began with various surveys sent
to the student body, alumni,
parents, PCA pastors, and
donors, then moved to focus
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groups with faculty and staff.
“The consultant told us
that we set a record for best
response rate to the surveys
per capita of any clients he’s
worked with, which includes
Fortune 500 companies,” said
Halvorson. “That means people
here really care about Covenant
and want to help develop it.”
In an attempt to make the
process a collaborative effort,
the Strategic Planning Committee gathered for a two-day
meeting at Camp Winshape in
Rome, GA, where they formed
the rough draft strategic
planning map that will later be
condensed.
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Dr. Jones to spend sabbatical in Germany
by Garrison Dale
Next semester, Biblical Studies
Professor Scott Jones will spend
his sabbatical at the University
of Göttingen conducting
research on the Book of Psalms
for Illuminations, a new biblical
commentary.
Jones will be working in
collaboration with Professor
Hermann Spiekermann, a
renowned scholar of biblical
wisdom literature and acting
professor of Old Testament at
Göttingen. Both are currently
working on commentaries of the
first book of the Psalter (Psalms
1-41), Jones’ in English and
Spiekermann’s in German.
Their collaboration is sponsored by the Alexander Von
Humbolt Foundation, a research
foundation founded and funded
by the German federal government to promote international
collaborations among German
and foreign scholars.
“The goal for me is to get my
project started with some good
momentum, so I can keep going
when I get back to the States,”
said Jones. “It’s not due until
2021, but it’s a pretty big task -41 chapters of the Psalms -- so

there’s a lot to say.”
Four other contributors from
Jewish Theological, Fordham
University, the CatholicTheological Private University
Linz, and Virginia Theological
Seminary are currently working
on the other three books of the
Psalter.
Jones’ and the other three
scholars’ work will be printed as
part of a new series of commentaries on the Psalms in Illuminations. C.L. Seow, Jones’ former
doctoral advisor at Princeton
Theological Seminary, is the
General Editor, and Jones is the
Editor of the Old Testament.
“What goes on in Illuminations is similar to what has gone
in other commentary series -attention to text, words, poetry,
history, theology and those kind
of things,” said Jones. “But
what sets this series apart is its
attention to the ways that these
texts have been interpreted
through the centuries.”
Illuminations will investigate
the cultural and historical
imprints left by various biblical
interpretations expressed in
art, music and other cultural
artifacts.
“But it’s not just a historical

sketch. Part of the goal is to
question how the appropriations of the texts might help
us better understand the texts
themselves,” said Jones. “So the
commentary is about more than
just the Biblical text. You have
to start thinking about all the
cultural impacts, which stretches
our research into various
academic fields.”
Another innovation of the
Illuminations series is its format.
Technical discussion of textual
intricacies are placed at the end
of each commentary, foregrounding the more accessible
explanation of what is going on
in the text.
“What often comes at the end
of normal commentaries comes
at the beginning of ours. If you
want to dig into the details
of various words and textual
histories, you have to turn to the
back of the chapter,” said Jones.
“What we hope is that the
format makes the whole series
more accessible for a wide range
of people. We’re not just writing
for scholars, but for laypeople
who might not be interested in
all the word stuff.”

Covenant College

Faculty Quote of the Week
“Whoa! It’s like an alter call!”
- Dr. Donaldson, when the Math for Educators class turned in their homework
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The Verdict

Yes…to
discounts
No...to death
tolls
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3D Printer
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

where it is melted, and then the
melted plastic is fed onto the
printer’s heatbed in the shape of
the bottom layer of the object.
The model is built by stacking
each successive layer until the
model is complete.
“An idea of an object in
my head can now go from
that idea, to an image on a
screen, to an actual object that
I can hold in my hand,” said
Computer Science major Scott
Hoelsema.
3D printing is becoming
increasingly affordable. A basic
3D printer costs as little as $499
and the plastic filament the
3D printer uses costs about as
much as ink for paper printers.
The more expensive the printer,
the bigger and more detailed
objects it can build. The Technology Club’s 3D printer can print
good quality objects up to 6”x
6”x 6” inches.
“It is so cool that something
which seems so futuristic is in
reach of a small community like

Strategic planning
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

that.”
On Thursday, Nov. 21, Dr.
Halvorson and the four student
representatives held an open
session for the student body
to explain the ongoings of the
recent committee meeting.
During the student meeting,
Dr. Halvorson and the student
representatives worked through
each category and subcategory
of the plan, then held a Q&A
session.
“It matters to us that we

Senior art show
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

work,” said Professor of Art Jeff
Morton.
This fall semester exhibit
fulfills the seniors’ exhibition
requirement for their major
and is different from the Senior
Integration Project (SIP) exhibit,
which takes place in the spring.

NEWS 3

Covenant,” said Community
Development major Sarah
Johnson.
Models can be created,
edited, and saved using software that can export 3D models
to an “.stl” file, such as Blender,
Tinkercad, or Solidworks.
Senior club member Zach
Smith, who is experienced in 3D
modeling, gave a presentation
at the Oct. 24 tech club meeting
on, “How to model for a 3D
printer with Blender.”
“I’ve been doing this since
middle school and until recently
I was the only person I knew
interested in 3D modeling” says
Zach. “I’m excited that I am not
the only person any more and
that I can help others learn more
about this medium of art.”
Pre-made, printable, free 3D
models are also available online
at www.thingiverse.com.
To sign up for time on the
printer, go to the Technology
Club’s website, www.scots-tech.
com. Click the “Use our 3D
Printer!” link and fill out the
form. Request a time and,
unless it is already taken, it will

be added to the Club’s Google
Calendar. Then, go to the
Computer Science commons
where the printer is located,
across from Mills 130, with a
copy of your model saved on a
USB as a .stl file to print.
“3D printing is a new and
exciting challenge to explore the

ways in which we can engage
the student community,”
said Holland. “We encourage
anybody interested to set up a
time to come try it. We can also
answer any questions via email
at covenant.techclub@gmail.
com.”

not only have a good product,
but a good process where
everyone can participate. We
could come up with a perfect
plan, but without student or
faculty participation it would be
insufficient,” said Halvorson.
Halvorson’s three main
objectives are to work on
Covenant’s marketing strategy,
to improve students’ internship
and employment opportunities
and connections with alumni.
“In some respects, Covenant
College is a niche college, and
we attract a particular kind
of student,” said Halvorson.

“We need to work to market
ourselves to the people who
support our mission.”
Another aspect of the plan is
to assess growth opportunities
for the college.
Some ideas include developing a plan to reach out to
a wider range of students,
especially students coming from
lower-income families, and
reducing dependence on federal
and state resources.
Currently, the Committee is
gathering feedback about the
plan, then will work to condense
and prioritize it. The board of

trustees will approve it in March.
“Clients tend to overestimate
what they can do in the first
year, but underestimate what
they can do in three years, so
we’re now trying to gauge the
appropriate balance in what is
feasible and what is too ambitious,” said Halvorson.
Halvorson encourages
students to continue participating in the discussion because
student feedback is essential
in determining if the plan is
effective.

According to Morton, the SIP
exhibit will contain works that
students created “out of their
own interests, perspectives, and
points of view, not from class
assignments.”
However, this year’s senior
exhibit will contain one SIP. Mary
Grace Stocker, who is graduating in December, will include her
SIP pieces in the show, along

with her senior exhibition pieces.
“My senior project was an
opportunity for me to wrestle
with what it looked like in
practice to be a Christian
designer and culture maker,”
said Stocker. “Being an art
major has allowed me to question my faith, while growing in
Christ and learning how to rest
in Him.”

Until Now will also include
works by Emily Andrews, Jessie
Blankenship, Kiaira Cooper,
Heather Cromartie, Nicole Freeman, Kaley Hart, Hannah Hill,
Elizabeth Mackey, Will Malone,
Josh McCord, Annie McElrath,
Joanna Pinkerton, Charis Selle,
Alexa Tatum, Grant Thomas,
and Mindy Visser.

Nick Gilbert

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Mary Grace Stocker at marygrace.stocker@covenant.edu.
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The Man Born to Be King
by Peter Bradshaw
Dorothy Sayers was an English
authoress, essayist, and
playwright. She was a contemporary of C.S. Lewis, J.R.R.
Tolkien, and Charles Williams,
and a contributor to the
corpus of literature which has
come to be known by the title
of its authors’ group, “The
Inklings.” Although officially
excluded from the group
because of her sex and the
social situation in England at
the time, her work no doubt
deserves to be read alongside
the authors listed above.
During WWII, Sayers was
commissioned by the BBC to
write a 12 play radio cycle
called The Man Born to be
King. These plays were written
to depict the life of Christ
and were quite controversial
during their time of publication. Agnostic and Atheist
liberals complained that the
plays were shameless Christian
propaganda used to boost
morale in the war effort,
and conservative Christians
questioned the validity and
correctness of writing and
characterizing the disciples
and Jesus in a way which is
not explicitly done in Scripture.
Sayers wrote these plays
specifically to combat what

had become a commonplace
way of thinking of the biblical characters as not being
individuals in a real, historical
context. She had the disciples
speak in varying English
accents and dialects in order
to transliterate and depict the
cultural situation of Palestine
in the first century A.D. Jesus
speaks standard English
(British English) which would
have sounded strange to laity
and clergy who had only ever
heard his words coming to
them through the notably
archaic King James English.
The first of these plays,
entitled Kings of Judea, first
aired on Dec. 21, 1941. In it,
the scene is set for the birth of
the Christ child. Herod is set
within his political and social
context, trying to appease
both Jews and Romans and
the three Magi are depicted,
according to Church tradition,
as coming from Europe, Asia,
and North Africa (representing
the three races of mankind).
The play is wonderfully
written, with the three kings
personifying Wisdom in the
East, Power in the North, and
Sorrow in the South. As each
king meets the Christ child,
he has a short monologue,
presencing his people at the
foot of the King of the world.

Each speech ends with the
refrain, “Shall Wisdom and
Love… Shall Power and Love…
Shall Sorrow and Love be
reconciled at last, when the
promised kingdom comes?”
They then present their gifts to
the Christ child, each gift also
representing Wisdom, Power,
and Sorrow respectively.
This dramatization of the
nativity scene is one which
strikes even we who are
professing Christians as
foreign, and yet it is our
heritage and life. This play
cycle is an incredibly rich way
to experience and re-live the
life of our Saviour. It strikes
me as odd that meditating on
Advent as a season of waiting
has all but vanished in our
modern churches. It seems
to me that the fathers of the
faith were far more childlike in
their acceptance and celebration of seasons such as Advent
than we are today. It is to the
detriment of our own souls
that we do not participate in
perpetuating traditions which
have been handed down to
us. The Man Born to be King
is an expression of this older
tradition that cherishes the life
of the Saviour and seeks to
make the Christ known in the
world.

mirror, a hazy image against
the summer sky. I stuffed
myself under the dash, praying
desperately, tears leaking. A
shadow washed across the jeep.
I heard an engine fading and
then – silence. I breathed.
Something tapped my window. I screamed into my hands,
hoping that for once he would
lose his composure and kill me.
“Hey, it’s all right!”
Unfamiliar voice. I hit my head
on the dash as the door opened
and I tumbled onto stumpy, dry

grass. I looked up.
“You’re not… You’re not
Solomon.”
An angelic, unfamiliar, boyish
face looked back, wide eyed.
“No… You okay?” His eyes
were deep, chocolate pools,
filled with concern.
“No. Yes, I mean, I’m out of
gas…”
“Where you going?”
I shrugged. “Anywhere.”
He nodded toward his truck.
“I have room.” His truck was
piled high with shabby rugs of

Oxfam.com

Unexpected Fairy Tales
by McKenzie Barham
The car sputtered, groaned
pathetically and died. The road
was at a slant and I pulled over
with the last bit of juice the old
jeep had. The sweat poured but
I pulled my sleeves all the way to
my palms. I didn’t need to see
the bruises.
Thus far, my escape had failed
miserably. And now the nearest
gas station was ten miles – if I
went back to Franklin.
A white truck filled my side

all shapes and sizes. Otherwise,
it looked rather safe.
“You’re not going to take
me to Solomon?” I couldn’t
quite believe I was really being
rescued.
He smiled. “Nope. Just
offering you a ride.” He held out
his hand and gently pulled me
up from the ground. I was still
shaking.
“I’m Noah. What’s…” We
both heard it. Police sirens. They
had found me.
“They found me.” Noah

swore and ran toward his truck.
I followed, confused.
“But I ran away… What are
you doing?!”
Noah was throwing rugs out
of his truck. “I only need one.”
He turned suddenly. “Do you
trust me?”
The first blue siren came up
over the hill.
“Yes!”
“Get on.”
He sat down on a dirty rug
and winked at me. “You want
to see the world?”
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The
Bagpipe’s
Top Ten
Christmas
Songs
1. Infant Holy, Infant
Lowly
2. The Christmas Song
(Nat King Cole)
3. White Christmas
Timeinc.net

Much Ado About Nothing Review
by Adrienne Siegenthaler
Joss Whedon’s adaptation of
Shakespeare’s well-known
comedy Much Ado About
Nothing, which premiered in
2012, is a fresh, modern day
interpretation of the Bard’s
classic work. Whedon moves
the play forward to set it in a
modern context. The entirety
of the play takes place in a
modern home during a weekend vacation. Though some of
these changes fit with the spirit
of the play, there is one change
that certainly does not.
Some of the initial noteworthy
elements of the film are in artistic
decisions and character changes.
Though the film is set in the present day, Whedon chose to shoot
the entirety of the film in black
and white. Also, Conrad’s gender
is switched and she is portrayed
as Don Pedro’s love interest.
Ursula’s role is slightly changed as
she is given some of Margaret’s
lines, but Whedon’s most drastic
change to the play happens in
the very first scene. He opens the
film with a scene suggesting that

Benedick and Beatrice have just
had a drunken one night stand,
with a furtive Benedick waking
up and hurriedly throwing on his
clothes—leaving Beatrice in bed.
Beatrice, fully awake but hiding
it from Benedick, lies in bed with
a face betraying mild disappointment. Shakespeare’s original text
does hint at a previous friendship
between Beatrice and Benedick,
but according to the conventions
of the time, as well as clear
textual references, they would not
have been physically intimate.
The decision to update the
sexual values of Beatrice and
Benedick has multiple repercussions on the play. Because of this
decision, much of Benedick and
Beatrice’s supposed “merry war”
has an undertone of seriousness,
even hurt, to it. The viewer
cannot help but see Beatrice as
a woman who has been rejected
(Benedick did the walking out
after all), and therefore interpret
some of her jabs at Benedick
as coming from a place of
hurt and not merriment. It is
interesting that in giving Beatrice
modern day sexual values and the

“power” to have sex whenever
she wants, Whedon robs Beatrice
of much of the power she has in
the original text. Shakespeare’s
Beatrice is utterly confident and
has total self-respect. This is not
seen as completely good, as one
of the key elements of Beatrice’s
character development in the play
is her humbling, but it is what
makes her Benedick’s equal. It
is delightful to watch the two
battle in the original text—to
see their equally puffed up egos
duel. In Whedon’s adaptation,
however, from the start the two
are unequal. Beatrice has been
rejected. She is the lesser-than.
The second, and more visible problem with Beatrice and
Benedick’s sexual encounter is
that Beatrice still refers to herself
as a “maiden,” just as Hero does.
As Gina Dalfonzo of The
Atlantic states, “Why Whedon
decided to leave that word there
is anybody’s guess--he surely
can’t have thought it would fly
right over the heads of a movie
audience comfortable enough
with Shakespearean dialogue to
commit to listening to two hours’

worth of it. He can’t be suggesting that the word has no real
meaning at all: that wouldn’t jibe
with Hero’s story, and the values
that have been shown as being
important to this community.”
Finally, the overt sexuality of
Benedick and Beatrice’s story is
simply untrue to Shakespeare
in a way that does injustice to
the spirit of the text. The fact
that Benedick and Beatrice have
already been together physically
removes the sense of yearning
that is felt throughout the entire
original text. They are some of
Shakespeare’s most memorable
lovers because they are so clearly
in love and so blind to that fact. If
they have already been together
physically, then they are much
more aware of their feelings
and this removes much of the
delight of the audience. Sadly, this
glaring inconsistency in Whedon’s
adaptation overshadows the
other delightful aspects of the
film. The tension between the
two is diffused, and the delightful
sparring loses its spark.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.

(Bing Crosby)
4. O Holy Night
5. Carol of the Bells
(Mannheim Steamroller - shout out to
Ben Kinnebrew)
6. Sister Winter (Sufjan
Stevens)
7. Have Yourself a
Merry Little Christmas
(Judy Garland)
8. O Come O Come
Emmanuel
9. Lo, How A Rose E’er
Blooming
10. Carol of St. Benjamin
The Bearded One
(Sufjan Stevens)
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Steer clear of generalization
by Lynae Rockwell
So, maybe you’re thinking about
writing an article for The Bagpipe. Maybe you’ve already written an article for The Bagpipe.
Either way, I believe it is time to
address something that happens
every so often in articles that are
published in The Bagpipe (and
in all types of publications). It’s
called generalization.
When writing an article that
is expressing an opinion on any
given topic, it is difficult to talk
about people without putting
them into groups. After all,
there are groups of people and
certain groups do have certain
tendencies. Is it possible to
write about any topic without
inadvertently stepping on some

toes? Probably not. Still, there
is something to be said about
a well-written argument that
shies away from putting people
into groups and assuming that
certain views/ideas apply to
everyone you are writing about.
I’d like to throw out some
tips on how to steer clear of
unnecessary generalizations in
your writing.
1. Stay away from broad
statements – Don’t get me
wrong, some statements are
okay. Obviously, some type of
thesis statement is crucial for a
good argument. However, broad
statements that assume things
that may or may not be true and
put people into boxes should
not be included in a good
article. For example, the state-

ment, “Women love pie” is a
very broad statement to be making with so much confidence.
If the subject of your statement
is a huge group of people and
the verb is not accompanied by
a sort of de-generalizer word,
then you may want to revise
your statement. What would my
revised statement look like if I
didn’t want to generalize about
females and pie crusts? My
revised statement might looks
something like this - “Some
women love pie.” You could
even say “A lot of women love
pie.” Phew, that was hard. Both
of those statements can actually
be supported. It is impossible to
support a statement that speaks
for an entire gender.
2. Stay away from this -- Stay

tice. This discrimination extends
to anyone the church deems
unconventional. For any of
you who know me personally,
I am, and will continue to be,
constantly judged by Christians
for my appearance. I have had
my faith blatantly questioned
and doubted, and have had the
1 Corinthians verse about ‘my
body being a temple’ quoted
at me more times than I want
to count, simply because I have
made non-traditional choices
about what I look like.
Our sinful nature urges us to
judge others more easily than
any of us would like to admit.
But I think it is about time
that we as Christians became
consciously aware of how much
stock we put in the outward
appearance of a person. If we
continue to preemptively form
opinions about people based
on their physical appearances,
then we are no better than the
Pharisees, who criticized Jesus
for eating with sinners. Just like
them, Christians have created
their own set of rules for what

a ‘true’ believer in God should
act and look like.
My appearance is not a
manifestation of my faith. Our
physical outlet of style is in no
way indicative of our walk with
the Lord. Obviously there are
two sides, as with any issue,
where repeatedly flamboyant or
provocative displays can reflect
inward problems. Yet, far be
it from me to judge another’s
spiritual life, for it says in John
8:7, “Let him who is without
sin cast the first stone.” I have
problems in my faith. I admit
this readily and vulnerably.
However, none of those problems are – or should be – my
physical appearance. The issues
in my faith are between myself
and God, and they cannot be
determined by looking at me.
God has to look within me.
Judging a person based on
physical appearance hurts how
effective we can be as a body
of believers. We are called to
be followers of a Messiah who
ignored society’s judgments and
welcomed those outcast by the

away from starting a sentence
with the words “In general....”
or “Generally....” That is just a
recipe for disaster. Generally,
statements that start with the
word “generally” are a bad idea
for an article.
3. Support your statements –
When you do make statements,
always be prepared to provide
information that supports them.
If you’re going to talk about
how most women love pie, then
give specific data or examples
of how this is true. Do not just
make statements and move on
without good support. As a
quick little side note, be VERY
careful when using Scripture to
support your arguments. Make
sure it is being used in context
(but then, that’s a whole other

Looking at the heart
by Rachel Krumenacker
Over the past few weeks, I have
enjoyed following both the
articles and resulting debate
caused by the “Rethink your
ink” challenge. Each new
response gave me additional
reasons to feel validated in
my opinion, but not until the
publication of the third and
most recent article did I realize
why this entire debate grated
me so much.
“Rethink your ink” confronts
and reifies the fact that
Christians are putting too much
emphasis on what a person
looks like, rather than what
his/her character is. We follow
Christ who ate with sinners
and welcomed outcasts with
open arms, yet we keep those
with unconventional physical
appearances at arms’ length,
even vilifying them for the way
they look.
Members of the tattooed
community are not the only
ones to feel this disparity
between preaching versus prac-

article).
#4 Be humble – No matter
what you’re writing, humility
is key. Take a deep breath and
recognize that you don’t know
everyone, you don’t know
everything, and God does. It’ll
put things in perspective while
you write.
Hopefully using these four
points will help you out next
time you’re whipping up an
article for The Bagpipe or
the New York Times (winky
face). Remember that the only
generalization we can make
with confidence is that we are
all sinners in need of a gracious
God. I believe that remembering
that one very true statement can
be helpful as we read and write
perfectly imperfect articles.

Alphacoders.com

church. 1 Samuel 16:7 quotes
poignantly that “Man looks at
the outward appearance, but

God looks at the heart.” Maybe
it’s time we did the same.
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Response to Dr. Butterfield’s chapel talk
by Hunter Rasmussen
“Wow, there must be a ton of
lesbos here,” a voice behind me
laughed as the chapel stood to
applaud Dr. Rosaria Butterfield.
I don’t know who said it (I determined not to turn around and
find out), but the words rang
clearly in my ears. They seemed
so out of place after Dr. Butterfield’s beautiful testimony and
call to Christlike love, but then,
so do all of the homosexual
jokes and off-handed “gay
comments” on this campus.
I doubt whether we realize
when we use such careless
words, even if we mean no
harm. But we must realize the
crippling effect of these com-

ments. Picture an environment
pervasively hostile to who
you are—not direct and open
oppression, but the casual
and unthinking attitude. It is a
simple, expected suppression.
As one who struggles with
same-sex attraction (indeed,
such Christians do live on this
campus), certain phrases have
lodged themselves deeply in
my heart. A close friend saying, “I just don’t know how I
would react if I found out my
best friend was gay.” A fellow
student and friend whispering,
“I don’t think I would ever
tell anybody at Covenant if I
struggled with that.”
Those who struggle in this
way always hear these words—

each homosexual slur. These
remarks bring only a sense
of shame and make the issue
laughable. With this inability to
seriously discuss struggles with
same-sex attraction, is it any
wonder that we are terrified to
bare our hearts before others?
Yet to my brothers and sisters
who share this burden, I say:
you must not wait to find out
that you are not alone. Darkness has two footholds in our
brokenness when it exploits
both wrong desires (which
are not our own fault) as well
as pride in isolation. The first
causes these desires to take the
form of habitual sin, and the
second makes us confident that
we are able to break the bonds

of addiction on our own.
The student handbook states
that students struggling with
same-sex attraction “should feel
safe in talking with members
of the community.” Covenant
College, this tiny portion of the
Church, must be a place where
Jesus’ followers will as eagerly
listen to, encourage, and love
others as He did. Christ did not
shy away from conversation
with the adulteress. He did not
consider the prostitute too far
for His words and His love. Nor
has He despised the one struggling with same-sex attraction.
When I hated myself, He
knew me and loved me. The
Holy Spirit has used those with
whom I have shared this deep

brokenness to reveal His deeper
love for me. I feared loneliness,
judgment, shunning. I foresaw
the end of the intimacy of close
relationships I had with the
same gender, which all people
need. I envisioned my friends
changing the way they acted
when I walked into the room
because he’s gay. The friends
that I have told have changed
how they treat me: I have never
been loved so well by or loved
any as much as these dear
friends. They don’t allow me
to pursue these desires, and
neither does Jesus. The God of
glory clothes Himself in flesh
again through His Body on earth
to embrace the broken—to
embrace the homosexual.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Emmett Gienapp at emmett.gienapp@covenant.edu.
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Basketball preview
by Chris Rollins
The Covenant men’s and
women’s basketball teams
have both jumped off to good
starts in the 2013-14 season.
Both teams are returning from
Thanksgiving break with 3-2
starts and having dominated
in front of a large home crowd
against Sewanee.
The men’s basketball team is
coming off their first winning
season since 1999. They also
lost six seniors who accounted
for 72 percent of scoring last
year. Don’t tell that to this
year’s squad who are beginning
another hot season. They are
led by the outstanding efforts
of Colton McGriff, who has
dominated opposing teams this
season. In the Scots close 70-67
victory over Millsaps, McGriff
scored a career high 26 points.
He is averaging 17.2 points per
game along with 7.8 rebounds
per game; both of which lead
the team. Bryant Engbers is
second on the team with 8.8
points scored per game. Engbers
recently received Covenant
player of the week award for
his 17 points in the Scots’ loss
at Oglethorpe last Tuesday. He

is also averaging four rebounds
per game. Point guard Nate
Frierson, the quarterback of this
offense, is having a solid year
with 17 assists this season along
with 5.6 points per game. The
team as a whole is averaging
70.2 points per game which is
a big reason for their hot start.
The Scots currently hold second
place in the conference, trailing
Piedmont closely.
Coach Taylor said “I’m really
excited about this season and
this group. We need to continue to improve on last year’s
winning season. Stay humble,
stay hungry.”
With early contributions from
Micah Turner, Jake Delaney, Ben
Phelps, Chris Boyd, Z Arima,
and others, the Scots are poised
to continue to build off their
success from last year, and
hope to continue their winning
ways when they take on Crown
College in St. Bonifacius, MN.
The women’s team is
benefitting from newly hired
head coach Sarah Harris. They
jumped over .500 with a 65-52
win over Oglethorpe. The Lady
Scots are led by Seniors Kiaira
Cooper And Jessica Blankenship.
Cooper is averaging 10.0 points,
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six rebounds, and 3.4 assists per
game this season. Blankenship is
also having a strong season with
9.4 points and 6.8 rebounds per
game. She just went over 1100
points scored in the Scots victory
over Sewanee. Blankenship has
amassed nine steals and two
blocks.
Coach Harris said “As
fifth-year seniors, they are the
epitome of veteran players,

and their commitment to this
program during their time at
Covenant has made a significant
impact both on and off the
court.”
The Scots aren’t just led by
seniors; they have freshman
talent who have stepped up
big so far. They seem to be a
perfect mixture of young talent
and veteran leadership. Aleigha
Williams is the most notable

freshman and she leads the
team with 10.4 points per game
and is averaging 3.8 rebounds
per game she is also one of the
Lady Scots top defenders. The
team is averaging 59.6 points
per game this season. They have
a home game Saturday Dec. 7,
against Oglethorpe University
and hope to continue winning
ways.

Scots Spotlight: Colton McGriff
by Grace Hooper
Name: Colton McGriff
Year: Junior
Hometown: Birmingham, AL
Sport: Men’s Basketball
Position: Forward
Major: Economics

team?
Pre-season camping during Fall
Break.
What do you do to get
pumped up for games?
Bump to Celine Dion’s greatest
hits on my Beats.

How long have you played
basketball?
16 years

What’s your favorite Bible
verse?
Proverbs 21:31

What/who got you to start
playing basketball?
My dad loved the game and got
me involved at a young age.

What is something about
you that most people don’t
know?
I have Type 1 Diabetes.

What’s your favorite tradition of the Scots’ basketball

Who would play you in a
movie about your life?

Will Smith
What’s been the funniest
moment on the men’s basketball team?
The evolution of the behind-theback pass from Bryant Engbers
throughout the years.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Grace Hooper at grace.hooper@covenant.edu.
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